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The charge of the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children's Videos Committee of the Association for 
Library Service to Children (ALSC) is to select, annotate and present for annual publication a list of 
notable children’s videos published the preceding year within the terms, definitions and criteria 
governing the list. From that list, the committee will select one video to receive the Carnegie Medal for 
most distinguished American children’s video for children (up to age 14) released in the United States 
in the preceding calendar year.  
 
This manual is primarily intended as a guide for committee members and the Chair. It outlines for 
future committees an even-handed and orderly selection process aimed at recognizing the highest 
standards in videos for children. It also clarifies, for public view, the process that leads to the selection 
of titles on the list. 
 
Carnegie Medal/Notable Children's Videos Manual Task Force 
Suzanne Myers Harold, Chair, Multnomah County Library, Portland, OR 
Edith Ching, University of Maryland, Silver Spring, MD 
Patricia A. Clingman, Dayton, OH 
Molly M. Collins, Charlotte Mecklenburg Library, Charlotte, NC 
Lindsay Huth, Arlington Heights Memorial Library, Arlington Heights, IL 
Martha Seif Simpson, Stratford Library Association, Stratford, CT  
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PART I – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

HISTORY 
 
The Notable Children’s Videos committee began as the Film and Video Evaluation committee, a 
special committee in January 1964, and officially became a standing committee in January 1980. In 
January 1988, the name changed from Film and Video Evaluation to Notable Children’s Videos.   

 
The Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children’s Video was established in 1991, as part of 
the ALA-Carnegie Quality Video for Youth Project and is supported by an endowment from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. It is named in memory of Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), who 
may be best-remembered for his establishment of free public libraries meant to make available to 
everyone a means of self-education. In 1881, when he began the project, very few public libraries 
existed. He spent over $56 million to build 2,509 libraries throughout the English-speaking world. 

 
The Carnegie Medal is awarded annually to the producer of the most distinguished American video for 
children (up to age 14) released in the United States during the preceding calendar year. The award is 
administered by the Association for Library Services to Children (ALSC), a division of the American 
Library Association (ALA). The winning producer is presented with a medal at the ALA Annual 
Conference.  

 
The two committees merged in 2010, into the (Andrew) Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos 
Committee. Each year the committee compiles a list of notable videos, from which it selects one 
eligible video to receive the Carnegie Medal.  
 

COMMITTEE FUNCTION STATEMENT 
 

The function of this committee is: 
• To select, annotate and present for publication annually a list of notable videos of interest to 

children, available for use in homes, public libraries and with community organizations, 
produced in the two calendar years prior to the date of their selection.  

• To select from the videos produced the preceding year within the terms, definitions, and criteria 
governing the award, the most distinguished American video for children. 

• To re-evaluate and to recommend changes as needed in the ALSC criteria for the selections of 
the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee.  

• To carry on other video evaluation projects as assigned by the ALSC Board.   
 

THE COMMITTEE 
 
The Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee consists of eight members and one Chair. 
Committee members serve for two years and are appointed in the fall by the ALSC President.  

 
ELIGIBILITY, DEFINTIONS AND CRITERIA 

 
Eligibility 
To be eligible for consideration as a Notable Video, a video: 

• Must be a production for which children are a potential audience; 
• Must have been released in the immediate year preceding the Midwinter Meeting at which 

the selections are made; 
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• Can be feature length, but not a theatrically released feature; 
• Can be an episode of a series; 
• Can be based on another medium or made for another medium (i.e. television); 
• Must be available for use in homes, public libraries, and with community organizations; 
• Must be original in that format or released concurrently in another media format;  
• Must be in English. “In English” means that the committee considers only a video 

published in English. This requirement does not limit the use of words or phrases in another 
language where appropriate in context. 

 
In addition, the following criteria apply to the winner of the Carnegie Medal: 

• The Medal shall be awarded annually to the producer of the most distinguished U.S. video 
for children distributed in the United States during the preceding year. There are no 
limitations as to the character of the video except that it be original in that format or 
released concurrently in another film format.  

• The Award is restricted to producers who are citizens or residents of the United States. 
• The committee in its deliberations is to consider only the videos eligible for the Award, as 

specified in the terms. 
 

Definitions 
A “video for children” is a medium that essentially provides the viewer with an audiovisual experience 
and for which children are the potential audience. “Children” are defined as persons up to and 
including the age of fourteen, and videos for this entire age range are to be considered.  
 
“Notable” is defined as worthy of note or notice, important, distinguished, and outstanding. “Notable” 
should be thought to include videos for all age levels (through age 14) of especially commendable 
quality that demonstrate respect for the child’s intelligence and imagination and, in exemplary ways, 
reflect and encourage the interests of children. 
 
“Released in the immediate year preceding” means that the video has a release date in the year 
previous to the Midwinter Selection Meeting; that it was available for purchase in that year, and has a 
copyright date no later than that year. A video might have a copyright date prior to the year under 
consideration but, for various reasons, was not released until the year under consideration. If a video is 
distributed prior to its year of copyright as stated in the video, it shall be held for the following year to 
be considered in its year of stated copyright. The intent of the definition is that every video be eligible 
for consideration, but that no video be considered in more than one year.  
 
“Original in that format” means that the video is not a re-release of an earlier work released in film 
format. 
 
 “Distinguished” is defined as  

• marked by conspicuous eminence and distinction; 
• noted for significant achievement; 
• marked by excellence in quality; 
• individually distinct. 

 
The “producer” is the person (or persons) who supervises or finances the production of a video. The 
producer may also be the director. The producer may be awarded the Carnegie Medal posthumously. 
(Note: One medal for each company is presented. If co-produced, then each producer must meet the 
definition of producer.)  
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 “Distributed in the United States” specifies that videos originally distributed in other countries are not 
eligible for the Carnegie Medal.  
 
“Resident” specifies that the producer has established and maintained residence in the United States, a 
U.S. territory, or a U.S. commonwealth as distinct from being a casual or occasional visitor. 
 
The term “only the videos eligible for the Award” specifies that the committee is not to consider the 
entire body of work by the producer or whether the producer has previously won the award. The 
committee's decision is to be made following deliberation about the videos for the specified calendar 
year.  
 
Criteria 
Videos selected as notable should make effective use of the special techniques of the medium and 
should be technically well done with clear and appropriate use of sound and visuals to create a unified 
artistic whole. Adaptations of material originally produced in other mediums should remain true to, 
expand, or complement the original work in some way. 

 
Criteria used in evaluation are: 

• Utilization of media, 
• Technicality, 
• Organization and appropriate treatment of material, 
• Authenticity, 
• Subject matter of interest and value to children. 

 
In identifying the Carnegie Medal winner, committee members should consider: 

• Excellence of execution in the special techniques of the medium;  
• Excellence of visual interpretation of story, theme, or concept;  
• Excellence in the use of sound;  
• Excellence in the delineation of plot, theme, characters, mood setting, or information presented;  
• Excellence in acting, when appropriate;  
• Excellence in the appropriateness of technique or treatment to the story, theme, or concept; 
• Excellence of presentation for a child audience. 

 
The committee should keep in mind that the award is for distinguished use of the medium. The award 
is not for didactic intent or for popularity. 
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ALSC POLICY FOR SERVICE ON THE CARNEGIE MEDAL/ 
NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS COMMITTEE 

 
ALSC affirms its confidence in the integrity of members who are appointed to serve on media 
evaluation and award committees, and in the integrity of the officers responsible for making these 
appointments.  Because of the nature of the work of such committees, those who serve on them must 
be especially sensitive to conflict of interest situations and the appearance of impropriety. The purpose 
of this policy is to clarify the eligibility and responsibility of candidates asked to serve on such 
committees. 
 
Conflict of Interest 
It is the policy of the Association for Library Service to Children, its Board of Directors and 
committees to insure that members in all of its activities avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance 
of conflicts of interest resulting from their activities as members of committees of the Association. In 
particular, no person should obtain or appear to obtain special advantages for themselves, their 
relatives, their employer or their close associates as a result of their services on a committee.  
 
A conflict of interest occurs when an individual’s personal or private interests may lead an independent 
observer reasonably to question whether the individual’s professional actions or decisions are 
influenced by considerations of significant personal or private interest, financial or otherwise.  
 
Confidentiality 
While media evaluation discussion meetings are open, the selection of the Carnegie Medal winner 
occurs in a closed meeting. During the closed portion of the meeting, committee members need to 
maintain a high degree of confidentiality regarding the committee’s discussions, both oral and written. 
All committee members need to feel free to speak frankly in a closed session, knowing that their 
comments will not be repeated outside that room, and that they preserve the right to speak for 
themselves outside of that closed session. 
 
Committee members may reveal only their own votes, and may not reveal the votes of other committee 
members or indicate in any way which members nominated or voted for which videos. It is understood 
that all eligible materials are being considered up until the discussion lists are announced. 
 
Guidelines for Media Evaluation and Award Committees  
ALSC grants a number of awards and lists of recommended children’s media including the Notable 
Books for Children and Notable Children’s Recordings. It is very important that conflicts of interest 
and the appearance of conflicts of interest be especially avoided and that confidentiality be maintained 
in the process of determining who should receive awards. It is a privilege to serve on a media 
evaluation or award committee and with that privilege come specific responsibilities to assist ALSC in 
preventing conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of interest in the award process. Each 
person who is nominated or appointed to serve on a media evaluation or award committee is expected 
to consider carefully whether any of his or her personal or professional interests, obligations, activities, 
or associations could reasonably lead to even the appearance of a conflict of interest, or breach of 
confidentiality, and to discuss any such potential conflicts with the ALSC Executive Director prior to 
accepting the appointment. Situations that arise after a committee member has begun to serve should 
be directed to the ALSC President, Committee Chair, Priority Group Consultant, and Executive 
Director. The final decision rests with the Executive Committee.   
 
Those who accept an appointment to the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee 
should adhere to the following guidelines: 
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1) Members who have written a screenplay, directed, or produced a video, or who have written or 
illustrated a children’s book that has been produced as a video, that may be eligible for consideration 
during the period of service on the committee should not accept an appointment to the Carnegie 
Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee. 
 
2) Members who have served as an advisor or consultant to a producer of children’s videos, beyond the 
scope of assigned library duties, such as providing reference service, should not accept appointment if 
that video may be eligible for consideration during the period of service on the committee. This 
includes writing teachers guides or readers’ group guides at the request of a video producer.  
 
3) Members should not accept appointment to the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos 
Committee if they have a close family relationship (parent, spouse/partner, son/daughter) or a personal 
relationship with the producer of any video that may be eligible which could reasonably be seen by an 
independent observer to cause a conflict of interest.  
 
4) Members should not accept appointment to the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos 
Committee if they have a close family relationship (parent, spouse/partner, son/daughter) with a person 
employed by a U.S. video production company. 
 
5) Members should not accept appointment to the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos 
Committee if they, or a close family member, directly own(s) equity (stock ownership, stock options, 
convertible note(s), or other ownership interest) that represents more than a 5% stake in a U.S. video 
production company. 
 
6) Members of the committee should not reveal or publicize any confidential information learned 
through service on the committee, nor should they make such confidential information available to 
non-committee members. 
 
7) Members of the committee who run or participate in social networking Web sites or software, 
including blogs, wikis, electronic discussion lists, and the like, should not engage in any discussions 
about their ALSC media evaluation or award committee work, or about the status of eligible videos 
in relationship to these awards and media evaluation lists during their term of committee service. 
 
8) Members may not serve concurrently on an ALSC award or media evaluation committee and the 
ALSC Board, another ALA unit’s board, award or media evaluation committee, or ALA Council. 
 
9) From time to time, ALSC may take other action or establish such other guidelines as may be 
necessary in the Association’s sole discretion to protect the integrity of the award or media 
evaluation process. Questions from prospective committee members and candidates should be 
directed to the Executive Director; situations that arise after a committee member has begun to serve 
should be directed to the ALSC President, Committee Chair, Priority Group Consultant, and 
Executive Director. The final decision rests with the Executive Committee. 
 
Meeting Attendance and Access to Materials  
Persons appointed to Carnegie Medal/Notable Videos Committee should: 
 
1) Be able to attend all required discussion and decision meetings scheduled for the Annual and 
Midwinter meetings of ALA and follow procedures established by the committee. A resignation to 
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the ALSC President must be tendered in the event a committee member is unable to attend a 
required meeting. The President shall then appoint a new committee member to fill the vacancy. The 
President may look to past members of the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee 
to stand in as a replacement if timing of the replacement draws close to the Midwinter Selection 
Meeting. If a suitable replacement cannot be found in time for the Midwinter Selection Meeting, the 
committee will operate one member down and will have to reformulate the voting process to vote 
one member down. 
 
Terms are for two years. Attendance requirements are as follows: 
Midwinter of first year under consideration. Refer to 
paragraph below. 

Attendance optional.  
Open meeting. 

Annual Conference of first year. 
 

Attendance required.  
Open meeting.  

Midwinter Selection Meeting: Announcement of the 
Carnegie Medal winner at the Youth Media Awards 
press conference and posting of Notables Children’s 
Videos on ALSC website. 
 

Attendance required.   
Open meeting during Notables 
discussion; closed for Notables 
balloting and Carnegie Medal 
discussion and balloting. 

Annual Conference: Presentation of award and 
informal discussion of second year’s videos.  

Attendance required.  
Open meeting. 

Midwinter Selection Meeting: Announcement of the 
Carnegie Medal winner at the Youth Media Awards 
press conference and posting of Notables Children’s 
Videos on ALSC website. 
 

Attendance required.   
Open meeting during Notables 
discussion; closed for Notables 
balloting and Carnegie Medal 
discussion and balloting. 

Annual Conference: Presentation of award. Attendance optional.  
Open meeting. 

 
It is possible for committee members to meet informally at the Midwinter Meeting of the year under 
consideration. Since the committee’s year of service does not officially begin until the end of 
Midwinter, no official business takes place. At an informal meeting, the Chair may distribute the year’s 
calendar if available. Videos under consideration are not discussed, nor are any procedural issues 
decided. 

 
2) Have ready access to the major part of the current output of children’s videos under 
consideration. It is recognized that there will be an occasional video under consideration which a 
committee member is unable to obtain. In such an instance, arrangements for review copies may be 
made as prescribed in the committee’s guidelines. 
 
Although these requirements may limit membership on a committee, wise selection requires 
complete participation of all members of the committee. 
 
Frequency of Service on the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee 
Members may serve more than once on the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee, 
consistent with ALSC Bylaws, Article VIII, Section 4. Committee members serve two consecutive 
years. The Chair is a one-year term, which may be in addition to the two years as member. The 
Chair and members are appointed by the ALSC President. 
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Violation of any of the above guidelines may result in dismissal from the Carnegie 
Medal/Notable Children’s Video Committee and may preclude service from future media 
evaluation and award committees. 
 
Do you understand and agree to adhere to the guidelines for service on the Carnegie Medal/Notable 
Children’s Videos Committee as outlined herein and agree to adhere to such other guidelines as the 
Association for Library Service to Children may hand down from time to time? ___ Yes  ___No 
 
Signed:      ________________________________________________ Date: __________ 
  
Name:       ________________________________________________ 
 
Please fill out and return, along with the attached checklist.   
 
Policy revised & approved, January 2013. Revised January 2016. 
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CHECKLIST FOR PROSPECTIVE ALSC CARNEGIE MEDAL/ 
NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Please respond to the following questions. A “yes” answer does not necessarily preclude service on the 
committee. These questions are intended to alert prospective committee members to situations that 
may or may not pose a problem; the answers will enable the Executive Committee to assess individual 
situations. 
 
Are you under contract for a children’s video that will be published during the period of your 
committee service? ____Yes   ____No 
 
Have you served as an advisor or a consultant for a children’s video producer in the past three years?    
____Yes    ____No 
 
Do you have a close relative (i.e. parent, spouse/partner, son/daughter) who is creator, publisher, or 
producer of children’s media that may be eligible during the period of your committee service?    
_____Yes   ____No 
 
Do you have a close relative (i.e. parent, spouse/partner, son/daughter) who is currently employed by a 
video producer? Yes   ____No                         
 
Do you, or does a close relative, directly own equity (stock, stock options, convertible notes or any 
other ownership interest) that represents more than a 5% stake in a video production company?  
_____Yes   ____No 
 
Do you have a personal relationship with the creator, publisher, or producer of children’s videos that 
may be eligible which could reasonably be seen by an independent observer to cause a conflict of 
interest?   _____ Yes   _____No 
 
Do you run or regularly participate in a social networking Web site or software, including blogs, wikis, 
or electronic discussion lists? _____ Yes   _____No 
 
If you answered yes, please provide the Web URL: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you expect to have any problem attending all required meetings in person at Annual and Midwinter 
conference?   _____ Yes   _____No 
 
Do you expect to have any problem accessing newly published or produced children’s videos?    
_____ Yes   _____     No  
 
Signed: __________________________________________________  Date: __________     
Name:   ______________________________________________________ 
 
If you answered “yes” to any of the questions, please contact the Executive Director in the ALSC 
office before you accept an appointment to discuss your specific situation. Failure to disclose such 
activities will lead to immediate dismissal from the committee.  
 
Revised January 2013 
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RELATIONSHIP WITH PRODUCERS/DISTRIBUTORS 
 
Guidelines for Committee Members 
Members of the committee adhere to guidelines regarding their relationship with distributors. 
Important points: 

• Members of the committee should contact and solicit only those distributors or producers to 
which they have been assigned by the Chair. 

• Many producers send committee members eligible videos for consideration. Committee 
members may accept these unsolicited videos. 

• The Chair surveys committee members regularly to ascertain which videos have not been 
received. 

• Committee members are not to solicit producers or distributors for free, personal copies of 
eligible videos. It is recognized that there will be an occasional video under consideration which 
a committee member is unable to obtain. In such an instance, arrangements for review copies 
may be made as prescribed in the committee’s guidelines. 

• Committee members are cautioned to avoid any conflicts of interest that might grow out of 
personal contact with personnel involved in production and distribution of children’s videos. It 
is not necessary to suspend these contacts so long as there is the express understanding that 
such contacts will in no way influence how videos are considered or the final choices are made.  

• Committee members are not to solicit producers or distributors for favors, invitations, or the 
like. However, should there be such unsolicited offers, committee members may accept with 
the express understanding that acceptance in no way influences how videos are considered or 
final choices are made.  

 
Guidelines for Producers/Distributors 
Video producers and distributors are encouraged to support the work of the Carnegie Medal/Notable 
Children’s Videos Committee. Submission procedures are outlined on the ALSC Web site. 

To submit works for consideration:  
• Review the committee’s terms and criteria. 
• Mail one copy of the work to the ALSC Office (50 East Huron, Chicago, IL 60611-2795). 

Please indicate for which committee the submission is intended. 
• Mail one copy of the work to the award committee chair. You have the option of mailing a 

copy of the work to each committee member, but it is not required. 
• Download and complete the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos application form 

(located on the ALSC website) and mail it to the committee chair with your submission. 
• A committee roster is available through a link on the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s 

Videos Terms and Criteria page. Contact information for the committee members is available 
upon request from the ALSC office. 

Deadline for submitting works is December 31, of the publication year. 
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
 

The Committee adheres to the “Guidelines for Electronic Communication for ALSC Committees,” as 
adopted by the ALSC Board (January 2000) and outlined in full in the Division Leadership Manual. 

 
• Electronic communication facilitates the distribution of information from the Chair to 

committee members, the regular discussion of procedural issues, and, at the discretion of the 
Chair, the open discussion among committee members of matters of concern. 

    
• The Chair will establish ground rules for electronic communication by the committee at the 

beginning of his/her term. At times, the Chair may invite open discussion on an issue before the 
committee. The Chair facilitates such open discussion.  

 
• As a practical matter, email is not used for substantive discussion. It is not a substitute for face-

to-face discussion.  
 
• Since committee discussion meetings must be open and public, the discussion of videos by the 

committee on email is not appropriate. 
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OVERVIEW 
 

It is clear from the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos criteria that the committee has a focus 
that is different and somewhat narrower than a collection development focus. The evaluation process is 
aimed at the selection of the most distinguished videos rather than one that meets a specific collection 
development focus. Also, compared to print media, video selection is a fairly new process for many 
youth services librarians. So throughout the process, committee members need to return to the award 
criteria and remind themselves that these comprise the limits of their nominations. 
 
Although the final decision on the Notable Children’s Videos list and Carnegie Medal is made at the 
Midwinter Meeting, much work is done prior to the meeting. At the preceding Annual Meeting, the 
committee should meet to do a practice discussion and evaluation. Each member views and evaluates 
as many of the eligible videos as possible. In addition, each member is responsible for viewing the 
videos nominated and suggested by other committee members and by the ALSC membership. 
Committee members will often view multiple times those videos that appear to be top contenders. 
Throughout the year, committee members exchange lists of suggested videos with other committee 
members and receive suggestions from the ALSC membership. This should be done on a regular basis 
as the Chair directs.  
 
In the latter half of the year, committee members begin to narrow their focus and start formally 
nominating the videos that are serious contenders. They also give supporting reasons for each 
nomination. This should be done using a form developed by the Chair to ensure that all nominations 
are similar in content. Through distribution of this information to all committee members, a written 
exchange of ideas takes place before the committee meets to make its final decision.  
 
In an effort to educate and encourage potential producers of children’s programs and our 
general ALA membership, the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee will hold 
open meetings for the general discussion of the nominated videos, in keeping with the Notable 
Children’s Book Committee. Once the discussion is concluded, the final selection of the 
Notables list along with the Carnegie Medal winner will be done in a closed meeting. All 
proceedings during the closed meeting, such as the number of ballots, tallies, and discussion 
must remain confidential, in accordance with the ALSC Policy for Service on Award 
Committees.  
 
Several blocks of time are scheduled for the committee to meet during the Midwinter Selection 
Meeting. The committee will meet for as long as necessary, and meetings may be extended beyond the 
scheduled times if additional time is needed for discussion, balloting and writing the annotations for 
the selected videos. The final deadline, however (10:00 am on Sunday), cannot be extended as it is the 
basis for essential work that must be completed by the ALA Public Awareness office (PAO) in 
preparation for the Monday morning press conference.  
 
At the Midwinter Selection Meeting, the first item of business is to make procedural decisions, such as 
the order in which eligible videos will be discussed and when to move to a vote. The committee then 
proceeds to discussion and critical evaluation of each eligible title. The Chair repeats the terms and 
eligible criteria of the Notables list and the merits of each nominated video are discussed. Committee 
members are reminded that they are comparing videos of the current year with each other and are not 
to consider earlier works of any producer. Some videos may be eliminated from the list during this 
discussion. Although this list of Notable Videos is not based on popularity or demand, there is sure to 
be discussion of whether certain videos are indeed appealing to children. There is often reference to the 
terms, definitions and criteria as the committee discussion proceeds.  
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When the videos under consideration for the award have been fully discussed, the committee moves to 
its first ballot. The balloting procedure is described in detail in the section “Midwinter Selection 
Meeting,” on page 26.  
 

CALENDAR 
 
It is the responsibility of the Chair to establish and distribute a calendar of the year’s work as soon as 
possible. It is the responsibility of committee members to meet all deadlines to assure that the selection 
process is orderly and timely.  
 
November   
Chair and committee members appointed. Receive manual from ALSC Executive Director and 
procedural instructions from the Chair. Study manual. Prepare for committee membership by reading 
background material on video evaluation (see bibliography). 
 
January 
First Midwinter meeting.  
 
January to January-Ongoing 
From January through December, members view videos sent for consideration. The bulk of these 
videos usually arrive after the ALA Annual Conference. Throughout the year, the Chair informs the 
committee members of all new submissions he/she has received and asks the members to confirm that 
they have also received them. The Chair maintains contact with the ALSC office to ensure that they 
have received these submissions. The procedures differ from those for book award committees in that 
some of the committee members might not see all of the videos. At Midwinter, all members will view 
any nominated titles they were not able to view beforehand. It helps, however, if the Chair is able to 
view all of the videos prior to Midwinter. 
 

• Begin viewing videos as they arrive. 
• Create a system for keeping a record of critiques of the videos. View and evaluate eligible 

videos. 
• Begin nominations based on the form established by the Chair. Verify the eligibility of videos 

under consideration. 
• Send suggestions to the Chair according to established schedule and procedures. 
• Read all correspondence from the Chair and members, responding as appropriate. 
• View and evaluate videos suggested or nominated by other committee members. 
• Promote interest in the Notables List and Carnegie Medal by involving colleagues and young 

people in informal discussion. 
 

June/July 
Annual Conference meeting. 
 
September/October 
First committee ballot due. 
 
December 
Second committee ballot due. 
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January 
Midwinter selection meeting. 
 
January to June 
Publicize Carnegie Medal winner and list of Notables Children’s Videos. 
 
June/July  
Presentation of Carnegie Medal at Annual Conference. 
  

 
 
 

PREPARATION 
 
Compared to print media, video evaluation may be a fairly new process for many youth services 
librarians. The evaluation process aims at selecting videos that meet established criteria. As part of a 
national committee, individual members will be exposed to persons from different backgrounds and 
geographic areas each possessing his and her own diverse perspectives. The combination of eligible 
entries in a given year with the expertise of the committee members always results in an engaging 
selection process. 
 
Committee members are urged to prepare for the year’s work in many ways: 

• Review the terms, criteria and definitions.  
• Attend previewing sessions with other youth services, school, or audiovisual librarians. 

Members will gain new perspectives and necessary skills in presenting ideas clearly and 
listening carefully. 

• Take part in discussions of children’s videos. Video selection meetings, workshops, classes, 
and professional associations may provide opportunities for such discussion. Read reviews 
published both in professional journals as well as mainstream parenting and general interest 
magazines. 

• Watch high quality children’s videos (especially past Carnegie winners and Notable Children’s 
Videos or other award winners), with the goal of defining and refining a critical viewpoint.  

• Write critical analyses of award-winning children’s videos based on the terms, criteria and 
definitions. Observations should be short and to the point. 

• Read books and articles about evaluating videos. A brief suggested reading list follows. 
 
Film terminology: 
http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/htmfiles/intro.htm 
The Film Analysis Guide was developed to meet the needs of faculty and students at Yale who are 
interested in the vocabulary of film studies and techniques of cinema. Related links within the Guide 
are provided as appropriate, as are links to film clips illustrating the topic or term in question.  

 
Film analysis: 

• Bazalgette, Cary and David Buckingham. In Front of the Children: Screen Entertainment and 
Young Audiences. London: British Film Institute, 1995. 

• Wojik-Andrews, Ian. Children’s Film: History, Ideology, Pedagogy, Theory. New York: 
Garland Pub., 2000. 

 

http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/htmfiles/intro.htm
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Film and children’s literature: 

• Butler, Terri Payne. “Books to Films.” Horn Book. May/June, 1995. p. 305-13.  
• Cech, John. Imagination and Innovation: The Story of Weston Woods. New York: Scholastic, 

2009. 
• Phillips, M. P. “The Carnegie medal for excellence in children's videos . . . and other notable 

films [account of the committee's selection process].” Show-Me Libraries. Fall 1990. p. 38-41. 
 
Reviewers for Booklist use the following criteria for evaluating non-print materials:  
Authenticity 
 Is it authentic, accurate and up-to-date? 
 Is it free from bias, prejudice or misleading emphasis? 
 Is the author or producer well qualified? 
 How do translations and retellings relate to the spirit of the original work? 
 
Utilization 
Will it stimulate and maintain the user’s interest? 
Will the user be stimulated to further study or discussion? 
Is it useful with individuals as well as groups? 
Are the format, vocabulary, concepts and rate and methods of development appropriate for the 
intended audience? 
Will it develop concepts that are difficult to convey in other ways? 
Will it affect attitudes, build appreciation, develop critical thinking skills or entertain? 
Does it achieve its stated purpose? 
 
Content 
Is it well organized and well balanced? 
Is the script well written and imaginative? 
Is it timely or pertinent to library, community or curriculum needs and problems? 
Is the treatment (e.g. animation, dramatization, illustrated lecture, factual analysis, etc.) appropriate for 
the subject? 
Does it present information in ways that other materials do not? 
Does it complement printed or other audiovisual materials on the same subject areas? 
Could the subject be treated better by other materials? 
 
Technical Qualities 
Does the title effectively utilize the chosen medium? 
Is the photography, choice and handling of visuals, composition, color, focus, exposure, special effects, 
etc., satisfactory and effective? 
Are the visuals other than photographs well produced and effectively used? 
Are the principles of artistic balance and design observed? 
Are titles, captions, and explanations readable, of suitable length and in proper position? 
Is the sound acceptable (e.g. good fidelity, realistic sound effects, synchronization and absence of 
conflicts between the background music or sound effects and the narration or dialogue)? 
Is the editing (e.g. continuity, matching, rhythm, pacing, etc.) satisfactory? 
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DIVERSITY AND ALSC MEDIA AWARD EVALUATION 
 

Inclusiveness is a core value of ALSC. It is the responsibility of each ALSC media award and 
notables committee to reflect this value in their approach to their work. ALSC award and 
notables lists provide librarians, teachers and parents with information about books and 

other media our association holds in the highest regard. Everyone benefits, children most of 
all, when the titles recognized within and across ALSC awards and best-of-the-year lists 

authentically reflect the diversity found in our nation and the wider world. 
 

Each year there will be overlap among individual committees in terms of titles being 
considered for recognition. The Caldecott, Notables, and Pura Belpré committees, for 

example, inevitably end up considering some of the same books. It is the responsibility of 
each committee to consider a work based upon how it meets the criteria of their specific 

award rather than speculating whether a particular title will receive another award. If a title 
is recognized by multiple committees, it does not diminish the work of any of those 

committees; rather, it draws greater attention to a particular work’s excellence. 
As individuals serving on committees evaluate materials according to the criteria outlined for 

their specific charge, they should strive to be aware of how their own perspectives and 
experiences shape their responses to materials. Every committee member brings unique 
strengths to the table, but every committee member also brings gaps in knowledge and 
understanding, and biases. Committee members are strongly encouraged to be open to 
listening and learning as well as sharing as they consider materials representing diverse 

experiences both familiar and unfamiliar to them. 
 

 
IDENTIFYING, OBTAINING AND VIEWING ELIGIBLE TITLES  

 
Committee members are responsible for identifying, obtaining, and viewing eligible videos throughout 
the year under consideration. It is wise to begin as soon as possible. The pace of releases increases 
throughout the year. It is important to keep up with these three responsibilities at all times.  
 
Identifying Eligible Videos 
Committee members are responsible for identifying eligible videos for consideration. Ways to identify 
eligible titles:  

• Examine distributors’ catalogs. 
• Read print and online review journals. 
• Many parenting publications include a holiday shopping guide for children’s videos in 

November. 
• Check Spring and Fall publishing announcements  
• Solicit peer recommendations on ALSC listservs, in ALA publications, and via other news 

media. 
 

Obtaining Eligible Videos 
Committee members are responsible for obtaining eligible titles to view and consider. Many 
distributors do send videos to committee members for consideration, although committee members 
often do not begin to receive videos until April or May. Other ways to obtain eligible titles:  
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• Visit vendors on the exhibit floor at library conferences to view videos on exhibit or to obtain 
catalogs. 

• Examine review copies received in the work place. 
• Browse new titles at retailers, rental outlets, and other libraries.  

 
Viewing Eligible Videos 
Committee members are responsible for viewing eligible titles: those to consider as potential 
contenders, those recommended in the suggestion process, and those formally nominated. The load can 
be heavy, especially at the end of the year. Sometimes additional viewings are needed.  

 
ELIGIBILITY 

 
It is important for committee members to check on the eligibility of titles: the year of production, the 
citizenship and/or residency of the producer (for the Carnegie Medal, U.S. citizenship and/or residency 
is required), and availability for use in public libraries and with community organizations. In 
ambiguous cases, committee members notify the Chair who consults with the Priority Group 
Consultant. The Chair and the Priority Group Consultant decide eligibility questions, and the Chair 
informs the committee of their decisions.  
 

NOTE-TAKING 
 

Keep notes about each video viewed. Useful notes include brief bibliographic information, a short 
summary, and specific critical notes of strengths and weaknesses. A video which at first viewing does 
not seem a serious contender may prove to be, so members may need to watch some videos multiple 
times. Personal notes will help in recalling first impressions and in thinking about the video. A Video 
Evaluation Form appears in Part IV. 
 
Committee members do not bring a personal copy of every video under consideration to the Midwinter 
Selection Meeting. Therefore, notes need to include references to specific sections and/or audiovisual 
techniques in order to identify specific points to be made during discussion. For videos that are based 
on children’s picture books, past committee members have found it very helpful to have a copy of the 
book on hand when viewing. While it is expected that there will be some differences between the two 
due to the different media involved, this enables the viewer to have a better understanding of the 
technical elements involved in the production.  
 
Many committee members collect professional reviews of titles under consideration. Although reviews 
are not to be quoted during discussion, they raise questions and clarify opinion. 
 

SUGGESTION PROCESS 
 
At regular intervals, usually once a month, the Chair will solicit suggestions from committee members 
of videos deemed to be strong contenders based on the criteria. A one-line rationale for the suggestion 
helps other members get a sense of the video’s potential value. 
 
The suggestion process serves several important functions. It encourages committee members to 
identify strong contenders, alerts committee members as to which videos merit consideration by the 
group, and helps committee members begin to weigh relative strengths and weaknesses of videos 
based on the criteria. Committee members often recommend a video previously suggested. This 
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practice allows the committee to develop an early gauge of support for titles, and is useful in 
identifying titles to consider in the nomination process. 
 
Suggestion deadlines are listed on the calendar established at the beginning of the year. Suggestions 
are generally submitted to the Chair by email. The Chair needs to receive notification should a 
committee member have no suggestions to add. All suggestions must be received by the designated 
deadlines.  
 
After each suggestion deadline, the Chair compiles a list of suggested titles, indicates the number of 
suggestions for each title, and distributes the list to committee members and ALSC staff. Starting with 
the second round of suggestions, the Chair distributes a cumulative suggestion list for each round. 
Suggestions remain anonymous. The Chair works as quickly as possible to get the suggestion lists 
distributed to committee members. Turn around time is a week or less.  
 
Serious consideration is to be given to all suggested titles including those with minimal support. 
Sometimes only one committee member has seen a particular video. Sometimes support grows after re-
viewing or in comparison to other videos under consideration. As the suggestion list grows, it becomes 
easier for the committee to make comparisons among suggested titles and to begin weighing relative 
strengths and weaknesses with regard to the criteria.  
 
Committee members are urged to suggest all strong titles for consideration. There are no set 
parameters as to the number of suggestions a committee member may make. Some members suggest 
more titles than others. In the suggestion process, it is important for committee members to consider 
each title with regard to the criteria and move forward those titles deemed strong enough to merit 
careful consideration by the whole committee.  
 
The suggestion process focuses attention on particular titles. It does not limit the committee’s viewing. 
Committee members are expected to identify, obtain, view and consider other eligible titles as a matter 
of routine. Committee members are expected to suggest strong titles as a matter of routine. 
 
In summary, it is the responsibility of committee members to make suggestions by the designated 
deadlines and to consider carefully all suggested titles. 
 

NOMINATION PROCESS 
 
Twice in the months leading up to Midwinter Selection Meeting, the Chair will request nominations 
from committee members. Nominations must be submitted on time, according to the schedule set by 
the Chair. Preliminary nominations should include: 

• Titles deemed worthy of consideration for the Notables list;  
• Complete bibliographic information; 
• Written justification for each title nominated. 

 
The Chair will distribute the results and the justifications. These nominations serve several functions:  

• They serve as a focus for all suggestions made during the year.  
• The written justifications serve as preparation for oral discussion at Midwinter and provide 

committee members with practice in stating clearly and succinctly their ideas about videos that 
seem distinguished. 

• Finally, they make each committee member aware of which videos require their closest 
scrutiny and will need further viewings.  
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Ranked preferences are not given on the nominating ballots. This helps everyone keep an open mind 
going into the Midwinter Selection Meeting. 

 
 The Chair will set up guidelines and deadlines for submitting nominations, including how many 

nominations each committee member may submit. Each committee Chair will decide the best way of 
distributing the compiled list of preliminary nominations. Committee members should read each 
packet of nominations and justifications thoroughly. 

 
It is possible to make further suggestions once the nomination process is complete because videos are 
eligible for submission by the producers/distributors until December 31. Such suggestions and late 
submissions to the chair will appear on the Midwinter discussion list. These further suggestions allow 
committee members to move forward videos published late in the year, and in rare instances, a strong 
title previously overlooked.  
 
In summary, it is the responsibility of committee members to identify, view and consider all eligible 
titles in order to submit nominations and written justifications by the designated deadlines, and to 
consider carefully all nominations, justification statements and further suggestions moved forward 
after the nomination process is complete. 

 
PARTICIPATION OF ALSC MEMBERSHIP 

  
Suggestions from the ALSC membership-at-large are an important source of titles. 
 
To encourage ALSC members to make suggestions, the Chair will place a notice asking for 
suggestions on the ALSC-L electronic discussion list and on the ALSC blog; and the ALSC Program 
Officer will post a notice on the ALSC Web site, in the newsletter ALSC Matters!, and in Children and 
Libraries: The Journal of the Association for Library Service to Children. It is the responsibility of 
committee members to encourage other ALSC members to suggest videos for consideration. This is 
important because only videos nominated or suggested by the committee or other ALSC members are 
discussed at the Midwinter Selection Meeting. 
 
While encouraging others to submit suggestions, remember that nominations made by committee 
members are confidential information.  
 
The Chair and other committee members promote interest in the award in a number of ways: 

• Encourage ALSC members-at-large to submit titles for consideration throughout the year. 
• Encourage and/or organize video discussions.   
• Talk about the award within the children’s literary community, at schools, and at state and local 

library conferences.  
• Encourage discussion of the winners after selection. 
• Interest local news media in covering the award. 

 
COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 

 
The selection process depends on the full participation of committee members. Therefore, it is 
important for all committee members to identify, obtain, view and consider eligible videos; meet 
designated suggestion and nomination deadlines; communicate with the Chair as needed; participate in 
electronic discussions as needed; and contribute to discussion at required meetings.  
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At the Annual Conference, the committee usually practices video discussion. At the Midwinter 
Selection Meeting, full discussion of the videos under consideration is central to the selection process 
and helpful to guests who are sitting in on the discussion. For these video discussions, committee 
members are asked to adhere to helpful guidelines:  

• Speak audibly and clearly.   
• Speak to the group as a whole. Refrain from private conversations during the meetings. 
• Speak briefly and to the point. Speak to the Notables or Carnegie Award criteria. Avoid plot 

summaries, personal anecdotes, and generalities such as, “This is a good video.” 
• Listen openly to other committee members, and respond thoughtfully to what others have to 

say. 
• Be concise. Statements should add to the discussion, not repeat what others have said. 
• Make comparisons only in relationship to other eligible videos.  

 
FIRST MIDWINTER MEETING 

 
The committee is strongly encouraged to meet at Midwinter of the year under consideration for an 
informal first meeting. The committee’s year of service is officially underway, but it is not a required 
meeting. At this meeting, the Chair will introduce the members, may distribute the year’s calendar if 
available, and often will invite experts in the field and past committee chairs to talk about evaluation 
techniques. No official business takes place. Videos under consideration are not discussed, nor are any 
procedural issues decided. This is an open meeting.  

 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

(PRIOR TO THE MIDWINTER SELECTION MEETING) 
 

The committee meets during the ALA Annual Conference in the summer of the year during which the 
videos under consideration are being released. This is not a selection meeting; it is for information 
sharing, problem solving, and preparation for the selection meetings at Midwinter Meeting. The 
summer meeting agenda includes the following: 

• Opportunity for committee members to become better acquainted. 
• Projected timeline for the remainder of the year, including a review of the preliminary 

nominations process and writing supporting statements. Each committee needs to discuss 
ways in which the members are most comfortable communicating and how they plan to use 
email with regard to confidentiality issues throughout the year. 

• Review the procedures set forth in the committee manual and discuss problems or concerns 
that committee members or the Chair have, such as obtaining videos, eligibility, etc. 

• Review the obligations of each member to take an active role in the work of the committee 
and the expectation that members unable to do so will resign from the committee. Review 
procedures for the Midwinter Selection Meeting. 

• Review role of the Priority Group Consultant. At the discretion of the Chair, the Priority 
Group Consultant is invited to address the committee. 

• Discuss the terms, criteria and definitions for the Notables list and Carnegie Award. 
• Discuss criteria for evaluating videos in general. At the discretion of the Chair, an expert is 

invited to address the committee. 
• Practice video discussion using a short list of suggested titles. 

 
Please Note: Formal discussion of videos under consideration does not take place at the Annual 
Conference; all formal discussion leading to choice of award videos takes place at Midwinter Meeting. 
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However, there will be time for committee members to discuss and review informally the videos that 
have been suggested so far.  
 
Committee Member Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of committee members to: 

• Obtain, view and consider all videos on the practice discussion list prior to Annual. 
• Bring the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee Manual, pertinent committee 

communications, personal notes on all videos to be discussed, and other relevant materials as 
determined by the Chair prior to the Annual meeting. 

 
Chair Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of the Chair to: 

• Notify committee members about the times and locations of meetings. 
• Establish a short list of suggested titles for practice video discussion. In the event that 

committee members have not received a wide range of videos before this meeting, the chair 
may bring an array of videos, including current submissions, past medal winners, and former 
Notable videos.  

• Send the discussion list and Pre-Conference Agenda Cover Sheet to committee members, 
Priority Group Consultant, and ALSC office three weeks prior to Annual meeting.  

• Work with ALSC staff to schedule the meeting, determine the room arrangement, and arrange 
for access to the room and for audiovisual equipment to be set up and tested prior to the 
meeting. 

• Request that the ALSC office send copies of the videos on the practice discussion list. 
• Provide name tents for discussion table and an information packet for each committee member 

with final agenda, discussion list, discussion guidelines, etc. 
• Within three weeks after the Annual Conference, the Chair prepares and submits a Post-Annual 

Conference Meeting Report to the ALSC Board. 
 

MIDWINTER DISCUSSION LIST 
 

All eligible videos remain under consideration up to the beginning of the Midwinter Selection 
Meeting. Video discussion at the Midwinter Selection Meeting is limited to an established list of 
videos. Those videos have been identified as strong contenders through the nomination process, and 
their eligibility has been verified.  
 
The following parameters apply: 

• The Midwinter discussion list is established using videos nominated by committee members 
and additional titles further suggested by committee members after the nomination process is 
complete.  

• No videos may be added to the discussion list once the Midwinter Selection Meeting begins. 
Therefore it is important to adhere to all deadlines.  

• Videos submitted for consideration by ALSC members-at-large need to be received by the 
Chair by December 31, of the year under deliberation to allow for careful consideration. 
Throughout the year, the Chair collects titles suggested by members-at-large and distributes 
them to the committee in a timely manner. The committee is not obligated to include titles 
submitted for consideration by members-at-large on the Midwinter discussion list. Committee 
members consider these titles along with all other eligible titles when making monthly 
suggestions, nominations, or, late in the year, further suggestions. At the Midwinter Selection 
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Meeting, only titles nominated by committee members are considered, along with further 
suggestions from committee members moved forward after the nomination process is complete. 

 
MIDWINTER SELECTION MEETING 

 
The Midwinter Selection Meeting is all-important. It results in the selection of the award winner and 
list of Notable Videos. The meeting room will be used only by the committee and will be locked 
between meetings. 
 
Preparation 
Committee members and the Chair are responsible for making careful preparations for the Midwinter 
Selection Meeting as listed below.   
 
Committee Member Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of committee members to: 

• Obtain, view and consider all videos on the Midwinter discussion list prior to the Midwinter 
Selection Meeting. 

• Bring the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee Manual, pertinent committee 
communications, personal notes on all videos to be discussed, and other relevant materials as 
determined by the Chair prior to the meeting. 
 

Chair Responsibilities 
Prior to the Midwinter Selection Meeting, it is the responsibility of the Chair to: 

• Settle any questions about video eligibility with the ALSC office. 
• Notify committee members about the times and locations of meetings.  
• Create a discussion list for the Notable Children’s Videos open meetings and Carnegie Award 

closed meetings, using committee nominations and last-minute suggestions. 
• Send the discussion lists and Pre-Conference Agenda Cover Sheet to committee members, 

Priority Group Consultant, and ALSC office three weeks prior to the Midwinter Selection 
Meeting. 

• Work with ALSC staff to schedule the meeting, determine the room arrangement, and arrange 
for access to the room and for audiovisual equipment to be set up and tested prior to the 
meeting. 

• Request that the ALSC office send copies of the videos on the discussion list.  
• Work with committee members to ensure that one copy of each video under consideration is 

brought to the meeting. For videos based on picture books, ensure that someone will bring a 
copy of the book. 

• Provide name tents for discussion table and an information packet for each committee member 
with final agenda, discussion list, discussion guidelines, etc. Provide office supplies/equipment 
(computer, calculator, pencils, thesaurus, etc.), tally sheets and ballots. 

• Attend the Award Chair meeting to obtain instructions for the Youth Media Awards press 
conference. 

 
Order of Business 
1.  Reintroduction of committee members. 
 
2.  Appointment by the Chair of a Secretary and one or two Tellers. 
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Secretary: Takes minutes of all procedural decisions. No minutes are kept of discussion or 
ballots. The secretary gives the minutes to the Chair prior to the end of the final committee 
meeting. The Chair will submit the minutes with the post-conference report due three weeks 
after the Midwinter Meeting.  
 
Tellers: Tabulate and double-check all ballots and turn them over to the Chair. The Chair places 
the ballots and tally sheets in a sealed envelope which is delivered to the ALSC office after the 
deliberations are completed.  

 
3. Decide procedural matters: 

• How voting is to be handled. (There is a set procedure for the balloting for the Notable Videos 
and Carnegie Medal, but there are other matters that may require votes.) 

• Order in which videos will be discussed. 
• How videos will be eliminated from consideration prior to the first ballot and after balloting has 

begun. 
 

4. Review of the terms, criteria and definitions of Notable Children’s Videos and the Carnegie Medal. 
 
5. Discussion: 

• Each video nominated or suggested will be considered. Many committees have found it helpful 
to go through the list once. Any video that does not seem a serious contender may be 
eliminated at this time by some agreed upon procedure. Once this is completed, full discussion 
of each video remaining on the list takes place. Committee members must always keep in mind 
that once a video has been eliminated it cannot be reintroduced. When any video is eliminated 
from consideration, it is removed from the table so that only the videos still under consideration 
remain. 

 
After all videos have been discussed, it is possible to re-open discussion on selected titles before 
moving to a selection ballot. Important guidelines apply: 

• Discussion is focused first on a video’s strengths before its weaknesses.  
• Discussion is as even-handed as possible. Videos do not always require the same length of 

discussion. 
• Discussion is meaningful and based on the criteria.  
• Discussion of each video concludes with a closing statement from the committee member who 

introduced it formally into discussion. This practice provides balance between the negative and 
the positive.  

 
Voting for the Notables List 
Once the committee is ready to vote on the Notables list, the meeting will change from open session to 
closed session, and only committee members may remain in the room. The Notables Discussion List 
will serve as the ballot. The Chair will instruct members as to the minimum and maximum number of 
titles they may vote for on the first ballot. The Chair has the option of making this the same number. 
To ensure that each member’s vote carries equal weight, it is necessary that every person vote for the 
same minimum number of titles. 
 
The Chair will remind the committee that this is a first ballot and at least one additional ballot may be 
taken before the list is completed. If a second ballot is necessary, members will have an opportunity to 
speak briefly to titles they feel are not receiving sufficient consideration. 
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After the first ballot, the teller(s) will tally the votes. All titles receiving six or more votes will be 
placed on the Notable Children’s Videos list. If desired, the committee may then speak to any titles 
which received four or five votes. A second ballot will be taken on those titles only. No minimum or 
maximum number need be set on this ballot. Votes will be tallied and all titles receiving six or more 
votes will be added to the list. 
 
The committee will then re-examine the titles so far selected. It is recommended that after these two 
ballots, the selected titles be placed on the table. This allows members to actually see the list. If 
desired, a third ballot may be taken, considering only the titles that received four or five “yes” votes on 
the second ballot.   
 
There is no limit to the number of videos that may be included on the Notables Children’s Videos list.  
 
Voting for the Carnegie Medal Winner  
The Carnegie Medal winner will be selected from eligible titles on the Notable Children’s Videos list. 
Members will have the opportunity to discuss their favorite titles for the award. When there is 
consensus that all the videos on the discussion list have been fully discussed, the committee proceeds 
to a selection ballot. Certain procedures apply: 

• Committee members list their choice for the award on a selection ballot. 
• A video must receive five votes in order to receive the award.  
• If the first ballot does not produce a winner, the committee follows procedures for re-balloting. 

 
Re-Balloting 
Before proceeding to a second ballot, the committee must re-open discussion. By consensus, the 
committee may choose to withdraw from the discussion list titles that received minimal or no support 
on the first ballot. Once withdrawn from the discussion list, a video is permanently eliminated from 
consideration for the award. Once the second round of discussion is complete, the committee proceeds 
to a second ballot. On the second ballot (and, if necessary, all subsequent ballots) votes are tabulated. 
As in the first round, a video must receive five votes in order to receive the award. If after a second 
ballot there is still no winner, the committee must re-open discussion and then re-ballot, alternating 
between discussion and re-balloting until a winner is selected.  
 

MIDWINTER: AFTER SELECTION 
 

Once the committee completes the selection process, there is still work to be done:  
 

1. The Chair and committee work together to prepare the press release and alphabetical, annotated 
list of Notable Children’s Videos. See pages 47-49.  
 

2. Place Carnegie Award sticker on cover of winning video and select video clip of one minute 
and thirty seconds (1:30) to be shown during the Youth Media Awards press conference. 
 

3. Package all videos and other materials provided by the ALSC office and return to ALSC at the 
conclusion of the last meeting. 
 

4. Chair delivers the Carnegie Medal press release to the ALA PAO Officer per the process 
outlined by the PAO during the Friday night meeting for award committee chairs. At the same 
time, the Chair returns confidential ballots and tally sheets in a sealed envelope labeled for the 
Awards Coordinator. PAO staff will collect the sealed envelope and give it to the Awards 
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Coordinator. 
 

5. The ALSC Executive Director will confirm the Carnegie winner, then inform the Chair when 
and how the committee should telephone the producer to congratulate him/her. 
 

6. After the final Midwinter meeting, the Chair submits the annotated list of Notable Children’s 
Videos via email to the ALSC Awards Coordinator, Communications Program Officer and the 
Booklist Consultant. 

 
Press Conference 
The committee convenes at the ALA PAO headquarters on the morning of the Youth Media Awards 
press conference. The committee will pose for a group photograph at a designated time. It is essential 
that all members remain together to avoid delays to ensure that the press conference starts on time.  
 
At the press conference, the ALSC President announces the Carnegie Medal winner. Other award 
announcements include the Batchelder, Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, Geisel, Newbery, Odyssey, 
Printz, Pura Belpré, Schneider, Sibert, and in appropriate years, Wilder Award. Seats are usually 
reserved for the various committees at the front of the room. Committee members are usually asked to 
stand for recognition when the award is announced. 
 
Review of Confidentiality Policy 
Committee members are prohibited from public discussion of some matters prior to, during, and 
following the selection of winners. Committee members may not discuss in public: 

• Reasons given by other committee members for suggesting, nominating, supporting or 
withdrawing a video from consideration. Committee members may discuss their own personal 
opinions.  

• Specific titles or lists of titles under consideration. Remember: All eligible videos are under 
consideration prior to the Midwinter Selection Meeting. 

• The number of ballots necessary for any decision or the vote in any balloting. 
 

The committee’s reasons for selection of the winner are explained by the Chair, who is responsible for 
preparing information requested by the ALA PAO for a press release. The committee members 
generally assist in the preparation of this press release. 
 
The above rules are not intended to limit the free speech of committee members. Rather, the rules are 
intended to protect the privacy of committee members, allowing them to speak frankly in closed 
meetings and to speak for themselves outside of those meetings. Confidentiality is intended to foster 
debate leading up to selection and to present unanimity once the selection is announced.  
 
Employees of the winners’ production companies are informed of the committee’s selections at the 
same time as the winners themselves. The employees work with the ALSC Executive Director and the 
ALA PAO to coordinate the press conference and the subsequent press release.  
 
It is imperative for committee members and for the winning producers to keep secret the selection 
outcome prior to the press conference. Maintaining secrecy minimizes “information leaks” and 
misinformation. Maintaining secrecy also ensures the stature of the award and preserves the element of 
surprise. 
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Recommendations 
After the selection process is complete, if they so choose, the Chair and the committee may make 
recommendations regarding selection policies, practices and procedures. These recommendations go to 
the new Chair, the President and Vice President, the Priority Group Consultant and/or the Board. The 
recommendations cover internal changes, changes in the working relationship with the ALSC staff, 
and/or matters requiring Board action. 
 

AFTER MIDWINTER SELECTION MEETING 
 
Public Relations 
Committee members work with their local news media in publicizing ALSC awards and other ALA 
children’s book awards. If interviewed, committee members emphasize the importance of 
distinguished videos for children, the award criteria, and the committee’s reasons for its choice as 
stated in the press release. Committee members are free to express their own views on particular 
videos, but they need to be mindful of confidentiality issues.  
 
Correspondence 
The Chair handles correspondence specific to his/her committee’s selection and work. In particular, the 
Chair sends a letter of appreciation to the employers/supervisors of committee members.  
 
Report 
The Chair prepares and submits a Post-Midwinter Meeting Report Form to the ALSC Board by the 
designated deadline.  
 
Preparation for the Award Presentation 
The Chair works with the ALSC Program Coordinator and organizers of the Annual Awards 
Ceremony to make necessary arrangements for presentation of the award. Communication with the 
winner is paramount. In addition, the Chair selects a video clip and prepares remarks for the award 
presentation at the Annual Conference.  
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE: AWARD PRESENTATION 
 
The Carnegie Medal is presented at the ALSC Annual Awards Ceremony following the Midwinter 
Meeting when the selection was made. The winner receives a bronze medal. Although committee 
members are not required to be present, most find a special satisfaction in being part of the audience on 
this important occasion.  
 
In making the award presentation, the Chair: 

• Introduces committee members. 
• Introduces any representatives from the producer. 
• Makes prepared remarks, explaining why the committee deemed the winning video as truly 

distinguished with regard to the award criteria.  
• Introduces the award recipient and presents the award. 
• Plays a clip from the award-winning video. 
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PART III: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
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COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 
The Chair is a voting member of the committee with all the rights and responsibilities of other 
committee members. The Chair must maintain a delicate balance between being the chair and being a 
committee member. Many chairpersons find it helpful to the free flow of the discussion if they limit 
their discussion to videos they feel strongly about, speak later in the discussion of any video, and speak 
only to make a point that has not already been made. 
  
The Chair sets the tone for committee discussion. To set a proper tone, the Chair should accept all 
pertinent statements, keep to criteria-based discussion, avoid tangents, and provide an opportunity for 
all committee members to speak, without allowing any member to dominate.  
 
In addition, the Chair:  

• Corresponds with committee members immediately after appointments and establishes 
guidelines for use of email and any other checks that ensure that correspondence is received 
and answered as needed. 

• Answers all correspondence promptly, referring correspondence to the ALSC President or 
Executive Director for reply when appropriate. Chair sends copies of all committee 
correspondence to the ALSC President, Vice-President/President-Elect, Past President, Awards 
Coordinator, Executive Director and Priority Group Consultant. 

• Establishes calendar and mailing procedures for the committee. Sends committee roster to all 
members.  

• Notifies committee members as to meeting schedule and location as soon as available from 
ALSC Program Coordinator. 

• Conducts all committee meetings (Midwinter Meeting, Annual Conference). 
• Prepares agendas for all committee meetings. 
• Prepares information packets for committee members with agendas, discussion lists, discussion 

guidelines, etc.     
• Requests equipment needed for Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference meetings from 

ALSC office and arranges room set-up. 
• Receives suggestions from committee members according to a schedule established early in the 

year; compiles lists of all videos suggested and sends them to committee members promptly. 
• Checks eligibility of videos suggested or nominated, with assistance of the Priority Group 

Consultant. 
• Updates and keeps a current file of the list of producers/distributors to be contacted for 

submission to this award.  
• Maintains financial records of committee’s expenses and requests reimbursement from ALSC 

office. 
• Prepares committee reports at conferences and between conferences for ALSC Board. 
• Contacts non-participating committee members and, if necessary, after consultation with 

Priority Group Consultant, suggests their resignation from the committee. 
• Represents the committee at committee chairs’ orientations and meetings of Priority Group  
• Presents problems to the Priority Group Consultant as needed. 

  
Midwinter Selection Meeting 

• Conducts preliminary ballot(s). At least three weeks prior to the beginning of the Midwinter 
Meeting, prepares and distributes the Notable Children’s Videos discussion list to committee 
members and Awards Coordinator. Nominations for the Carnegie Medal remain confidential 
and are shared only with committee members and the Awards Coordinator. 
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• Informs the committee members and the ALSC office immediately of late additions to the list 
of videos under consideration so that the videos may be viewed by committee members. If 
there is not enough time for committee members to view the late submissions (since videos 
may be submitted until December 31), the chair will bring these videos to the meeting for 
viewing by all committee members. 

• Ensures that all nominated videos are available for viewing at the Midwinter Selection Meeting 
where the final decision will be made. Occasionally committee members will nominate a title 
that the ALSC office has not received. When this occurs, Chair ensures that the committee 
member brings a copy of the video.  

• If a video is based on a picture book, ensures that a copy of the book is present during the 
deliberations. 

• For the closed-door portion of the meeting, appoints a secretary and one or two tellers. See 
page 27.  

• Prepares or arranges for committee members to prepare the press release information and 
annotated list of Notable Children’s Videos. 

• Works with the committee to select which portion of the video will be shown at the press 
conference. 

• After the committee completes its conference work, ensures that all materials to be turned into 
the ALSC office are packaged and returned to the designated area. 

• Asks committee members to make recommendations regarding policies, practices, and 
procedures at the end of the Midwinter Selection Meeting. Recommendations cover internal 
changes, changes in the working relationship with ALSC staff and ALA PAO, and/or matters 
requiring Board action.  

 
Between Midwinter and Annual Conferences 

• Sends letters of congratulations to award recipient and distributors whose videos have been 
selected for the Notables list. 

• Sends all committee files to ALSC office. 
• Sends thank you letters to members and members’ employers. 
• Prepares and sends suggestions to the Chair of the next year’s committee with copies to 

President, Vice-President, Executive Director, Awards Coordinator, and Priority Group 
Consultant. This includes sending the next Chair titles of any videos with next year’s copyright 
date that the committee has identified, and friendly suggestions about procedural matters. 

• Prepares remarks for ALSC Awards Ceremony at the Annual Conference to introduce award 
winner. Sends remarks and recommended video clip to ALSC office prior to the Annual 
Conference. 

  
Annual Conference 

• Greets award winner. 
• Introduces committee members to audience as part of award presentation. 
• Presents the medal to the producer of the award winning video at the ALSC Awards Ceremony 

at the Annual Conference. 
  

PRIORITY GROUP CONSULTANT 
 

A Priority Group Consultant from Priority Group II (Evaluation of Media) is assigned to the committee 
to deal with questions from the Chair and the committee regarding procedure, personnel and the 
eligibility of videos. His or her name and contact information can be found on the ALSC Web site. 
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Work with Chair 
The Priority Group Consultant works with the Chair to review annually the procedures of the 
committee and to make recommendations for improving the process. The recommendations range 
from those that can be implemented easily to those requiring action by the ALSC Board. The Priority 
Group Consultant also works with the Chair to resolve procedural and personnel issues and questions 
about eligibility as they arise.  
 
Work with Committee Members 
Committee members consult the Priority Group Consultant should there be unusual issues that the 
Chair cannot resolve, particularly issues regarding the Chair. 
 
From the ALA Handbook of Organization, 2001-2002 and ALSC Bylaws, 1998. 
   

ALSC STAFF 
• On the President-Elect’s instructions, sends letters of invitation to persons invited to serve on 

the committee (November). 
• Checks eligibility for membership of those nominated or appointed. 
• Distributes manuals to committee members immediately upon their appointment (November). 
• Contacts video producers and requests submissions. 
• Works with Chair in establishing meeting schedule (all year). 

         
 For Midwinter Selection Meeting 

• Uploads the Notables discussion list prior to the Midwinter meeting. 
• Requests that ALA Conference Services provide a secured room for the committee meetings 

and a key for Chair, as well as viewing equipment needed. 
• The Executive Director verifies the Carnegie winner and informs the Chair when and how to 

notify the producer. 
• Notifies the ALA PAO and coordinates press announcements. 
• With the ALSC President, arranges announcement of the winners. 
• Makes sure press announcements are available. Assists ALA PAO in preparing information 

packets for distribution to members of the press. 
  
After Midwinter Meeting 

• Continues aiding ALA PAO in publicizing the awards. 
• Posts draft of Notable Children’s Videos on ALSC Web site. 
• Edits the Notable Children’s Videos list with Booklist editor. 
• Updates brochures on the awards, including editing, design and arrangements for publication. 

Updates awards list in new committee manuals. 
• Provides Chair with information on award presentation (timing, what needs to be covered, etc).   
• Handles all ALSC office correspondence related to the awards, both general and specific to that 

year. 
• Arranges for engraving of medal. 
• Program Coordinator sends each vendor that receives the ALSC Notables distinction a 

“Notables” seal copy, with information on how to purchase the seal or a high-quality image of 
the award to place on print media. 
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Annual Conference 

• Brings medal. 
• Carries out responsibilities related to awards ceremony and other events. 
• Handles last minute problems related to award ceremony and other events. 

  
ALSC MEMBERSHIP 

• Suggests videos for consideration. 
• Promotes information and publicity regarding the award. 

  
ALSC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Regularly, or on request, reviews and reaffirms or changes the committee’s charge, criteria, 
procedures, etc.  

• Authorizes events for announcement of the award and for medal presentation. 
  

ALSC PRESIDENT 
• Appoints Chair and members of the committee. 
• If necessary, makes appointments to fill vacancies on the committee. 
• If necessary, deals with conflict of interest or non-participation of committee members, in 

consultation with the Executive Committee and Priority Group Consultant. 
  

ALA PUBLIC AWARENESS OFFICE (PAO) 
● Provides guidelines for preparation of press release information 
● Briefs chair on arrangements for notifying winners and for press conference. 
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PART IV: RESOURCES, FORMS,  
SAMPLES AND GUIDELINES 
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Past Recipients of the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children’s Video 
 
2016: Paul R. Gagne, Melissa Reilly Ellard, and Mo Willems producers of That Is Not a Good Idea! 
 
2015: Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard, Weston Woods,  producers of Me... Jane 
 
2014:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard produceers of Bink & Gollie: Two for One 
2013:  Katja Torneman, producer of Anna, Emma and the Condor 

2012:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard, Weston Woods Studios, for Children Make Terrible 
Pets 

2011:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard, Weston Woods Studios, for The Curious Garden 

2010:  Weston Woods Studios and author/illustrator Mo Willems for Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus! 

2009:  Weston Woods Studios for March On! The Day My Brother Martin Changed the World 
2008:  Producer Kevin Lafferty, executive producer John Davis, and co-producers Amy Palmer 

Robertson and Danielle Sterling for Jump In!: Freestyle Edition 
2007:  Author/illustrator Mo Willems and Weston Woods Studios for Knuffle Bunny, based on the 

picture book written and illustrated by Mo Willems 

2006:  Michael Sporn, of Michael Sporn Animation, Inc., and Paul Gagne and Melissa Reilly, Weston 
Woods Studios, for The Man Who Walked Between the Towers, based on the picture book 
written and illustrated by Mordicai Gerstein 

2005:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly, Weston Woods Studios, and Peter H. Reynolds, Karen 
Bresnahan, Gary Goldberger, and Jonathan Meath, FableVision, for The Dot, based on the book 
written and illustrated by Peter Reynolds 

2004:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly, Weston Woods Studios, for Giggle, Giggle, Quack?, based 
on the picture book written by Doreen Cronin and illustrated by Betsy Lewin 

2003:  Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly, Weston Woods Studios, for So You Want to Be President?, 
based on the Caldecott-winning book by Judith St. George and illustrated by David Small 

2002:  Dante Di Loreto and Anthony Edwards, Aviator Films, and Willard Carroll and Tom Wilhite, 
Hyperion Studio, for My Louisiana Sky, based on the book by Kimberly Willis Holt 

2001:  Paul R. Gagne, Weston Woods Studios, for Antarctic Antics, based on the book written by Judy 
Sierra and illustrated by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey 

2000:  Paul R. Gagne, Weston Woods Studios, for Miss Nelson Has a Field Day, based on the picture 
book written and illustrated by Harry Allard 

1999:  Producer Frank Moynihan for The First Christmas 
1998:  Tom Davenport, Davenport Films, for Willa: An American Snow White 
1997:  Tacy Mangan, What a Gal Productions, for Notes Alive! On the Day You Were Born 
1996:  Paul R. Gagne, Weston Woods Studios, for Owen, based on the book written and illustrated by 

Kevin Henkes 

1995:  Michael Sporn, Churchill Media, for Whitewash 
1994:  Rawn Fulton, Searchlight Films, for Eric Carle: Picture Writer  
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1993:  John Kelly and Gary Soto, distributed by Gary Soto, for The Pool Party  

1992:  Peter Matulavich, Barr Films, for Harry Comes Home 
1991:  George McQuilkin and John Matthews, Churchill Films, for Ralph S. Mouse, based on the book 

by Beverly Cleary 
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CARNEGIE MEDAL/NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS COMMITTEE  
NEWS RELEASE FORM 

 
Committee members sometimes notify employers/supervisors about their work on the Carnegie 
Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee independently. Also, they often notify local newspapers, 
professional organizations, and/or their own alumni organizations independently or through library 
public relations departments. The resulting notice underscores individual participation as well as the 
work of ALSC and ALA. Below is a sample news release form. 
 
From: ________________________________________ 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
(Your name) will serve as (position: member or Chair) of the (Andrew) Carnegie Medal/Notable 
Children’s Videos Committee. The committee’s charge is to select, annotate, and present for 
publication annually a list of notable videos of interest to children, available for use in homes and 
libraries. Additionally, the committee will select the most distinguished American video for children, 
in accordance with the terms, definitions and criteria governing the Carnegie Medal Award. 
 
The Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee operates under the direction of the 
Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association. 
 
Insert a brief statement of your professional responsibilities/activities. 

The American Library Association (ALA) serves as a voice of America’s libraries and the people who 
depend on them. ALA promotes the highest quality library and information services and protects 
public access to information. There are nearly 64,000 members worldwide. It is the oldest and largest 
library association in the world with members in academic, public, school, government and special 
libraries. 
 
The Association for Library Service to Children is concerned with: 

• the evaluation of library materials for children; 
• improving and expanding library services for children and those who work with them in all 

library settings; 
• advocating the rights of children within and beyond libraries; 
• supporting the professional development of members; 
• supporting research and study in these areas. 

 
Insert a complete list of past winners of the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children’s Video, 
administered by the Association for Library Service to Children. 

Contact: (Name, address and telephone number of person submitting this release) 
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LETTER TO VIDEO PRODUCERS/DISTRIBUTORS 
(Sent by ALSC Office following Midwinter Meeting) 

Sample 
 
To:  Children’s Video Producers 
 
From:  Laura Schulte-Cooper, ALSC Program Officer 
 
Re: Information Regarding Submissions for the Andrew Carnegie Medal and Notable 

Children’s Videos  
 
Date: March 22, 2012 
 
 
The 2013 Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee is ready to receive titles for 
consideration for both the 2013 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children’s Video and the 
2013 Notable Children’s Videos List. Attached is the committee roster. (Please note: One committee 
selects both the Carnegie winner and the Notable list.)  
 
We encourage you to review the terms and criteria for the Carnegie Medal and for Notable Children’s 
Videos. Please note that the terms and criteria differ for each award. You can find this information at: 
 
Carnegie:  http://bit.ly/carnegieappl 
 
Notable Children’s Videos:  http://bit.ly/notablevidsapp 
 
 Submissions must be received no later than December 31, 2012.  Please submit your 

video(s)/DVDs as soon as possible after release to allow the committee enough time to 
consider each submission carefully. 

 
 Send one copy of each video/DVD to the committee chair, and if possible, to each member of 

the committee.  In addition, send one copy of each to the ALSC office. Sending a copy to each 
committee member ensures that all members have access to your material and all have a chance 
to review the material in a timely manner before the discussion meetings begin. 

 
 Complete and return a Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos submission form (attached) 

with each video/DVD submitted to the committee chair and the ALSC office. 
 
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact the ALSC office at (800) 545-2433, ext. 2163. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your invaluable support of ALSC’s award and notable programs. The 2013 
Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee looks forward to receiving your submissions 
and selecting this year’s most distinguished videos for children! 
 
Attachments 

http://bit.ly/carnegieappl
http://bit.ly/notablevidsapp
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CARNEGIE/NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS APPLICATION/SUBMISSION FORM 

Title _______________________________________________________________________ 

Running Time ______________________  Purchase Price _____________________  

Copyright Date _____________________  U.S. Release Date __________________ 

Producer __________________________________   U.S. Citizen/Resident Yes___   No____ 

Street Address __________________________________City_________________________ 

State _____ Zip __________   Email Address _____________________________________      

Telephone _________________    FAX ___________________  

Distributor ____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ______________________________________ Telephone __________________ 

City _____________________________ State ______ Zip ________ FAX _________________ 

Email Address _________________________     Web Site URL:_________________________ 
            
Has this title been previously released in another format?  No _____ If yes _____, explain 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this title part of a series? No _____  Yes _____  Series Title ___________________________ 

Are public performance rights available for library programs?  No ______  Yes ______ 

Do you wish to have your video returned to you after the committee has evaluated it? 
No ____  Yes ____  If yes, please enclose postage and a mailing label. 

Please send a copy of this form with each video to the committee chair and the ALSC Office.  In order 
that more than one member of the committee may view a video, please consider also sending videos 
with submission forms to the other committee members.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
committee chair: 

XXX (Chair, 20XX – 20XX) 
Address, City, State Zip 
Email address  

ALSC Office 
Attn: Carnegie Submission OR Attn: NCR Submission OR Attn: Carnegie/NCR Submission 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611 
Submission Deadline: December 31, 20XX 
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VIDEO EVALUATION FORM 
 
Title: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Running Time: _________________________ Purchase Price:  ______________________ 
 
Copyright Date: _________________________   Release Date: _________________________ 
 
Producer U.S. Citizen/Resident:  YES   NO 
 
Distributor: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Brief Annotation: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Style:     Animation     Claymation     Live Action     Iconographic      
 

Technical Rating Excellent Good Fair Poor Comments 

Sound Quality      

Composition      

Color Quality      

Focus/Exposure      

 
Comments: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Content Rating Excellent Good Fair Poor Comments 

Authority (Accuracy)      

Organization of Subject      

Originality/Creativity      

Narration & Acting      

 
Comments: ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Interest Level:     Preschool     Primary K-3     Intermediate 4-6     Jr. High    ________________ 
 
Overall rating based on criteria:     Excellent     Good     Fair     Poor      
 
Should this video be considered for the Notables list?     YES     NO     MAYBE 
 
Should this video be considered for the Carnegie Medal?     YES     NO     MAYBE 
 
Should it be referred to YALSA for Fabulous Films for Young Adults?    YES     NO     MAYBE 
 
Comments: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name: ________________________________________________  Date: __________________ 
 
Additional comments: 
• (Date:               ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• (Date:               ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• (Date:               ) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS 
LIST OF TITLES UNDER CONSIDERATION 

Sample 

 

Title Distributor/Producer Address/Contact Information Notable? 

When Plaque Attacks Hip Dentists, Inc. Address 
Email 
Phone 

N 

Pluto: Planet, Satellite or 
Dog? 

Not Quite NASA Address 
Email 
Phone 

Y 

The Fraction Fandango Math is Cool, Ltd. Address 
Email 
Phone 

M 
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NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS 
PRELIMINARY BALLOT 

Sample 
 

(Open discussion) 
 

*The Committee’s charge is to make a recommended list, not necessarily to create a well-rounded list.   
 
The Chair will instruct members as to the minimum and maximum number of titles they may vote for 
on the first ballot. See page 28. 

 
TITLE VOTES 

All the World  

Eric Carle, Picture Writer  

A Children’s Garden of Poetry  

Children Make Terrible Pets  

Choosing to be a BFF  

Coming Out: What Every Teen (Gay and Straight) Needs to Know  

The Day of the Dead  
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SELECTION BALLOT: ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL 
 

(Closed Discussion) 

 

 

Choice: __________________________________________________________ 
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING AWARDS NEWS RELEASE INFORMATION 
 
Contact: Heather Cho or Macey Morales 
ALA Public Awareness office 
312-280-4393 
 
Your cooperation in following these guidelines will help to ensure the best possible publicity for this 
award. Our goal is to produce an accurate, compelling news release that meets professional news 
media standards: one that is likely to be accepted for publication, one that does justice to the 
author/work being honored and one that makes the American Library Association (ALA) and you look 
good. Please read these guidelines carefully. Your cooperation will help to ensure the best possible 
publicity for this award. 
 
1. Releases will be issued in the order that the information is received. The final deadline for 
announcement at the Monday morning press conference is 10 a.m. Sunday. 
 
2. Provide a brief description of the winning video: no more than 50 words. Imagine that you are 
describing the video to someone who has never heard of it. Your goal should be to capture the flavor of 
the video and its message using as few words as possible. If the video is based on a book, tell who the 
author, illustrator or main character is (e.g. “author/illustrator of 5 best-selling books for teens” or 
“This book tells the story of a 15 year old Lisa Towns who is struggling to deal with the death of her 
mother”). Try to find the word/words that capture what is unique or special about a particular work, 
e.g. “powerful,” “groundbreaking,” “dramatic,” “poignant,” “bold’ or “colorful.”  
 
3 Help us do the work justice. Include a brief quotation of about 25 words from the chair of the 
judging committee telling what is unique or special about the work or author and why the award is 
being given. 
 
4. Provide a city of residence for the award winner if known so a press release can be sent ASAP to the 
hometown newspaper(s). 
 
5. Please submit your information in Microsoft Word or text format. Do not use computers in the 
public area. You are welcome to use a computer in the Press Room if the door is not locked. Be sure 
to include the name of a contact person and telephone number in case there are questions. 

 
Thanks! 
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PRESS INFORMATION FOR CARNEGIE MEDAL 
 
General directions: 

• Give name of video, producer and distributor as they appear on the jacket cover. 
• Give background information on producer. Attach biography, if available. 
• Print or type information. Submit electronic copy in Microsoft Word or text format. Do not use 

computers in the public area. You are welcome to use computers in the pressroom. 
• Pay careful attention to punctuation and spelling of names: if the producer uses an ampersand 

(&) in the name, do not replace the “&” with the word “and,” include “Inc.” if part of name, 
etc. Triple check to make sure all names and titles are correct. 

 
Include the following information: 

1.  Name of producer 
2.  City and state where winner resides 
3.  Telephone number of producer/production company 
4.  Title of video 
5.  Director 
6. Distributor 
7.  Brief description of video (No more than 50 words. Include any well-known names, whether it 

is based on a book, other interesting info.) 
8.  Why was this video selected? (Approx. 25 words to be used as quotation from the committee 

chair.) 
9.  Biographical information about award winner: no more than six typed lines. Attach published 

biography if available 
10. Previous awards received, if any. Specify other titles honored, director, distributor and dates. 
11. Name of committee chair: first name, middle initial, last name, position, library, city and state. 
 

Contact name for questions/proofing: ___________________________________________  
 
Telephone: _______________________________________________________________ 
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PRESS RELEASE FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL 
Sample 

For Immediate Release 
 
Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard win 2012 Carnegie Medal for ‘Children Make Terrible 

Pets’ 
 
DALLAS – Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard of Weston Woods Studios, Inc., producers of 
“Children Make Terrible Pets,” are the 2012 recipients of the Andrew Carnegie Medal for excellence 
in children’s video. The award was announced today by the Association for Library Service to 
Children (ALSC), a division of the American Library Association (ALA), during the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting held Jan. 20-24 in Dallas. 
 
Established with the support of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Carnegie Medal honors an 
outstanding American video production for children released during the previous year. The award is 
administered by ALSC. In 2010, the Carnegie Medal Committee combined with the Notable 
Children’s Videos Committee to become the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee, 
which chooses the Carnegie winner and compiles the Notable Children’s Videos List. 
 
In this whimsical reversal of “Can I keep him?” Lucy Bear finds a little boy in the forest and takes him 
home against her mother’s advice. Although she and Squeaker become best friends, Lucy soon 
discovers that taking care of her cute critter is not all fun and games. 
 
From Lucy’s first squeal of delight, viewers are caught up in the hilarious scenes depicting the trials of 
an unconventional pet/owner relationship. Boisterous music by Jack Sundrud and Rusty Young, 
skillful animation by Soup2Nuts, and Emily Eiden’s enthusiastic narration enliven Peter Brown’s 
clever story. But Lucy eventually learns that what she wants may not necessarily be what is best.         
 
“We all fell in love with this exuberant video’s perfect combination of zany plot, energetic characters, 
expressive music and sparkling animation,” said Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos 
Committee Chair Martha Seif Simpson. 
 
Members of the 2012 Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee are: Chair Martha Seif 
Simpson, Stratford (Conn.) Library Association; Marilyn Ackerman, Brooklyn (N.Y.)  Public Library, 
Office of Materials Selection; Linda L. Ernst, King County Library System, Bellevue, Wash.; Linda A. 
Gann, University of North Carolina-Greensboro, School of Library and Information Studies; Suzanne 
Myers Harold, Multnomah County Library, Portland, Ore.; Lindsay D. Huth, Arlington Heights (Ill.) 
Memorial Library; Gwen M. Taylor, Lewis-Clark State College, Lewiston, Idaho; Emily Tichenor, 
Tulsa (Okla.) City-County Library; and Joanna Ward, County of Los Angeles Public Library, Temple 
City, Calif. 
  
ALSC is the world’s largest organization dedicated to the support and enhancement of library service 
to children. With a network of more than 4,000 children’s and youth librarians, literature experts, 
publishers and educational faculty, ALSC is committed to creating a better future for children through 
libraries. To learn more about ALSC, visit their Web site at www.ala.org/alsc. 
For information on the Andrew Carnegie Medal and other ALA Youth Media Awards, please visit 
www.ala.org/yma. 

http://www.ala.org/alsc
http://www.ala.org/yma
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CARNEGIE MEDAL/NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS 
ANNOTATION FORMAT AND EXAMPLE 

Sample 
 

 
Title (in bold italics), Length of video, Distributor, Ordering contact. Age range. 
(line break) 35-word annotation. Include technique/format (e.g. animation, live action, iconography, 
claymation, combination), significant authors, illustrators, and/or narrators. Mention if video was 
adapted from or based on another work. Note if the video is the winner of the Carnegie Medal. 
 
 
 
Example: 
 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!, 6min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 2-7. 
No way is this pigeon going to bed! Prolonging the inevitable, he tries to convince viewers to let him 
stay up a few minutes more. Jon Scieszka makes a cameo appearance as the voice of the bus driver in 
the interactive, rollicking romp, complete with a hot dog party. Interview with author/illustrator Mo 
Willems included. 
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NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS 2012 LIST ON ALSC WEB SITE 
Sample 

All the World, 6min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020, Ages 3-7. 
Joanne Woodward’s expressive narration adds to the peaceful view of the seaside community in this 
adaptation of the 2010 Caldecott Honor Book. Liz Garton Scanlon’s poetry celebrates the beauty of the 
world and the people in it. An interview with illustrator Marla Frazee is included.  

Eric Carle, Picture Writer: The Art of the Picture Book, 32min., Eric Carle Studio, 413-586-2046. 
All Ages. 
Join beloved author/illustrator Eric Carle in his studio as he creates his signature artwork. Carle shares 
insights about his childhood, art, writing, and family. The video includes footage of the Eric Carle 
Museum of Picture Book Art. 

A Child’s Garden of Poetry, 27min., Warner Home Video, 866-373-4389. Grades 2 and up. 
Children of all ages convey their passion for poetry and what it means to them. Well-known actors and 
poets recite a broad range of poems, complemented with beautiful animation and artwork. 

Children Make Terrible Pets, 6min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 4-8. 
In this whimsical reversal of “Can I keep him?,” Lucy Bear finds a little boy in the forest and takes 
him home against her mother’s advice. Boisterous music and Emily Eiden’s enthusiastic narration 
enliven Peter Brown’s clever story. – 2012 Carnegie Medal Winner 

Choosing to Be a GFF (Good Friend Forever), 15min., Good Friend, Inc., 262-391-1369. 
Narrated by thirteen-year-old Ellise Trewyn, this program features young teens talking about what it is 
like to be autistic and how everyone can be a friend to a person on the autism spectrum. 

Coming Out: What Every Teen (Gay and Straight) Needs to Know, 23min., Human Relations Media, 
800-431-2050. Ages 12-18. 
What does LGBTQ mean? What does it mean to “come out”? These and many more questions are 
answered for tweens and teens in this informative, well-documented, and empowering title. 

The Day of the Dead, 9min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 4-8. 
This animated look at the popular Latin American holiday celebrates and explains its traditions. An 
interview with the book’s author, Bob Barner, provides additional information about El Día de los 
Muertos. 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!,  6min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 2-7. 
No way is this pigeon going to bed! Prolonging the inevitable, he tries to convince viewers to let him 
stay up a few minutes more. Jon Scieszka makes a cameo appearance as the voice of the bus driver in 
this interactive, rollicking romp, complete with a hot dog party. Interview with author/illustrator Mo 
Willems included. 

Kitten’s First Full Moon, 9min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 2-7. 
Kitten mistakes the moon for a bowl of milk and runs into a series of mishaps as she tries to get a sip. 
The charming animation and lively soundtrack capture the kitten’s playful nature in this 2005 
Caldecott Medal winner. Includes interview with author/illustrator Kevin Henkes.  
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Party Day (The Laurie Berkner Band), 49min., Two Tomatoes/Razor & Tie, 212-222-6834. Ages 3-
8. 
Dance and sing along to these Laurie Berkner favorites as the band attends a costume party, a birthday 
party, and a pajama party. Includes bonus audio CD. 

Private Eyes/Les Yeux Noirs, 15min., National Film Board of Canada, 800-542-2164. Ages 4-8. 
Pretending to be a detective, Matthew searches for his birthday present. Being blind does not stop him 
from navigating his world using the “eyes” in his ears, nose, feet, and hands. In English and French. 

Robot Zot!, 8min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 3-7. 
After crashing his spaceship in a suburban backyard, tiny Robot Zot aims to take over the earth, 
starting with the toaster. David Shannon’s high-energy illustrations pair with galactic music in an 
unconventional battle for world domination written by Jon Scieszka. Illustrator interview included. 

Safety Smart Science with Bill Nye the Science Guy: Germs & Your Health, 26min., Disney 
Educational Productions, 800-295-5010. Ages 9-13. 
Using buckets of green goo and ultraviolet lights, Bill Nye the Science Guy dramatizes how germs 
spread and how to stay healthy in this informative, fun DVD. 

Scaredy Squirrel, 7min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020, Ages 4-8. 
Armed with a safety checklist and first-aid kit, Scaredy Squirrel has no plans to venture beyond the 
security of his nut tree. Bright music and deadpan narration counter Scaredy Squirrel’s neurotic nature 
with hilarious results. Interview with author/illustrator Mélanie Watt included. 

Stone Soup, 12min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 4-8. 
Jon J. Muth’s 2003 retelling of this traditional tale from a Chinese perspective makes a beautiful 
transition to video, with expressive narration, traditional music, and colorful artwork. Author interview 
included. 

Too Many Toys, 11min., Weston Woods, 800-243-5020. Ages 4-8. 
Tripping over Spencer’s treasured toys once too often, Mom decides that some will have to go! David 
Shannon’s high voltage artwork flairs to life in this animated adaptation filled with rowdy narration 
and music. Includes interview with author/illustrator Shannon. 

2012 Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee 
Chair Martha Seif Simpson, Stratford (Conn.) Library Association; Marilyn Ackerman, Brooklyn 
(N.Y.) Public Library, Office of Materials Selection; Linda L. Ernst, King County Library System, 
Bellevue, Wash.; Linda A. Gann, University of North Carolina-Greensboro, School of Library and 
Information Studies; Suzanne Myers Harold, Multnomah County Library, Portland, Ore.; Lindsay D. 
Huth, Arlington Heights (Ill.) Memorial Library; Gwen M. Taylor, Lewis-Clark State College, 
Lewiston, Idaho; Emily Tichenor, Tulsa (Okla.) City-County Library; and Joanna Ward, County of 
Los Angeles Public Library, Temple City, Calif. 
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CARNEGIE MEDAL/NOTABLE CHILDREN’S VIDEOS COMMITTEE 
LETTER TO COMMITTEE MEMBER’S EMPLOYER 

Sample 
 

Date 
 
 
 
Name, etc 
 
 
Dear XXX: 
 
As Chair of the Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Videos Committee under the auspices of the 
Association for Library Service to Children, I am writing to thank you for your support of our efforts 
and the exceptional participation of your staff member, XXX. 
 
This past year, XXX has worked hard in previewing children’s videos submitted to our committee 
from publishers in both the United States and Canada. During the recent ALA Midwinter Meeting in 
XXX, XXX worked tirelessly with the other committee members in the final previewing, selection, 
and annotation of our list of Notable Videos for Children for 20XX and the 20XX Andrew Carnegie 
Medal. The list of Notable Videos for Children 20XX is available online at 
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/childrensnotable/ and will be published in the Booklist 
March 15, 20XX issue, and in School Library Journal this spring. XXX’s knowledge of media and 
professional judgment were important assets to our committee. It was a great professional pleasure to 
work with XXX. 
 
Again, thank you for your support of XXX’s national commitment in our efforts to improve service to 
children by allowing XXX to share XXX expertise with us as we selected the winner of the Carnegie 
Award and the 20XX list of Notable Videos for Children. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
XXX, Chair 
Carnegie Medal/Notable Children’s Video Committee 
 

http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/childrensnotable/
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GUIDELINES FOR ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION FOR ALSC COMMITTEES 
Adopted by ALSC Board on January 18, 2000 

 
1. Access issues. 
A considerable amount of routine committee communication can be handled electronically if all 
members have convenient access to email. Before and/or during the Midwinter meeting, committee 
chairs should gather the following information: 

• Preferred email addresses of all members. 
• Software information: i.e., word processing programs in use, capability for “attachments,” etc. 
• How often members check their email. 

 
If one or more members do NOT have convenient access to email, it will be necessary to use alternate 
means of communication so that no one member is excluded from full participation in committee 
business. 
 
2. Protocols. 
2.1. All committee business should be clearly identifiable on the subject line; i.e., cat.com. conference 
or massmedia.2000 program. 
 
2.2. If messages require a response, the sender should indicate a response deadline. All members 
should acknowledge receipt of the message to the sender, whether or not they have a substantive 
response. 
 
2.3. If the message requests discussion of an issue, each respondent should reply to all members of the 
committee. 
 
2.4. Committee members are expected to participate in electronic discussions, just as they would 
participate in discussions at conference meetings. 
 
2.5. The chair should copy the priority consultant on all relevant correspondence. 
 
3. Record-keeping 
3.1. Routine correspondence between conferences does not need to be saved. The chair should keep a 
record of any decisions made, however, and report to ALSC headquarters with the appropriate 
conference report. 
 
3.2. Where appropriate, committees may establish an electronic archive for their records. 
 
4. Privacy and confidentiality issues. 
4.1. Committees with “sensitive” business such as awards, should be aware of the increased possibility 
of inadvertent leaks with electronic communications media. Committee members should decide what 
kinds of information it is safe to transmit electronically and limit their communications accordingly. 
 
4.2. Personal information about individuals (addresses, phone numbers, etc.) should not be posted on 
websites unless they are protected from general public access by secure passwords. 
 
5. Use of electronic discussion lists. 
5.1. Committees are encouraged to use the ALSC electronic discussion list to communicate with 
membership at large about their activities and to generate discussion about relevant issues. Agendas 
should be posted 4 weeks in advance of conference. 
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5.2. Committees with the capability of establishing electronic discussion lists may chose to conduct 
their committee business through a dedicated discussion list. 
 
5.3. The ALSC electronic discussion list should not be used for the transmittal of routine information 
intended for members of a particular committee. 
 
6. Virtual committees. 
6.1. ALSC may determine that some committees can conduct their business entirely online and 
designate these as virtual committees. 
 
6.2. All members of virtual committees must have convenient access to email. 
 
6.3. It is recommended that the chair of virtual committees attend midwinter and annual conference in 
order to participate in the division leadership meeting and to conduct other business. 
 
6.4. It is particularly important that all members of virtual committees participate fully in electronic 
discussion of committee business. 
 
6.5. In order to facilitate input from members at large about committee business, virtual committees 
should be sure to announce their electronic agendas on the ALSC discussion list well in advance of 
decision deadlines and solicit comments from the membership. 
 
7. Virtual participation on traditional committees. 
7.1. The ALSC vice-president/president-elect, president, or a committee chair may determine that one 
or more members of an appropriate committee may be designated virtual members. Virtual members 
participate in all business of the committee but are not required to attend conference meetings. 
 
7.2. It is recommended that no more than 25% of any committee be virtual members. 
 
7.3. Care should be taken that virtual committee members are allowed to participate in all business of 
the committee, including discussions and voting. It is recommended that each virtual member be paired 
with a buddy who attends conferences and takes responsibility for ensuring the virtual member’s 
inclusion. In some cases, it may be necessary to arrange electronic or telephone communication during 
conference in order to gather input or votes from the virtual member. 
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