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Overview 
The Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American 
Library Association (ALA), is requesting proposals from public librarians for the 
Curiosity Creates grant. ALSC will distribute funds to up to 77 public libraries in the 
amount of $7,500 to develop and implement creativity programs for children ages 6 
to 14. This grant is being funded by a generous donation from Disney. 
 
Anyone interested in applying for this grant opportunity is encouraged to first read 
the Center for Childhood Creativity’s paper; Inspiring a Generation to Create: Critical 
Components of Creativity in Children 
(http://www.centerforchildhoodcreativity.org/about-us/public-resources).  
 
Requirements 
Applications are due September 25, 2015 and must be submitted via the online 
application form. All applicants must meet the following basic requirements. 
 

 Applicants must be public libraries; individual branches within a library 
system are welcome to apply separately. 

 Projects should start on or after October 1, 2015 and all grant activities must 
be completed by May 31, 2016. 

 Grantees are required to submit a final report on grant activities and 
program outputs and outcomes, by June 3, 2016. 

 Grantees may be invited to participate in the development of a best practices 
publication for creativity programing in libraries. Selected grantees will be 
expected to participate in interviews and/or site visits by a consultant who 
will be developing this publication. 

 Projects should be for the development and implementation of a program or 
series of programs to serve children ages 6 to 14. 

 Projects funded through this grant cannot have an additional corporate 
funding source. Local support from non-profits and the provision of in-kind 
gifts including materials and/or food are acceptable. 

 Projects should focus on one or more of the following seven critical 
components of creativity (as outlined by the Center for Projects should focus 
on one or more of the following seven critical components of creativity1: 

o Imagination & Originality 
o Flexibility 
o Decision- Making 
o Communication & Self-Expression 

                                                        
1 For more information on the 7 critical components of the creativity please visit 
http://www.centerforchildhoodcreativity.org/about-us/public-resources  
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o Collaboration 
o Motivation 
o Action & Movement  

 
Competitive applications 
Applications that meet the above basic requirements will be reviewed. Up to 77 
projects will be funded in the amount of $7,500.  Projects will be evaluated for the 
following elements: 
 
Creativity components addressed (40%) 
Project proposals should demonstrate a clear plan for how youth will develop 
essential creativity skills. Proposed programs clearly focus on one, or more, of the 
seven critical components of creativity and are designed to inspire an imaginative 
spirit in participants and challenge youth beyond the program. 
 
For more information regarding the seven critical components of creativity please 
review the Inspiring a Generation to Create: Critical Components of Creativity in 
Children paper (http://www.centerforchildhoodcreativity.org/about-us/public-
resources).  
 
Program Reach (30%) 
Project proposals should demonstrate a clear outreach plan for attracting children 
to program. Applications should demonstrate both the ability to reach a large 
quantity of participants and to ensure high quality contacts with youth through 
comprehensive programming. ALSC is committed to diversity and inclusion. We 
strongly encourage submission of program proposals that demonstrate a compelling 
and clear plan to ensure cultural competence and inclusion. Your library should also 
have a clear outreach plan to encourage program participation in underserved 
populations. 
 
Project Design (30%) 
The selection panel is seeking thoughtfully written program proposals with a high 
degree of viability. The project should also have the potential for replication by 
other libraries to encourage others to increase creativity programming. 
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Examples 
Below you will find descriptions of library programs that incorporate each of the 
seven critical components of creativity. Please note that there are multiple ways to 
incorporate each component into library programs; the following only examples. 
 

Creativity 
component Description Example Library Program 

Imagination & 

Originality 

Creativity involves producing original 

ideas that are unusual or novel, and it 

is sometimes involves combining two 

or more different concepts to create a 

new, synthesized idea. Children 

express their imagination and original 

ideas through pretend play and the 

creation of imaginary companions and 

make-believe worlds. 

In New York a library repurposed a corner 

of their children’s department to make a 

“Little Maker space,” furnished with 

supplies that encourage children to 

imagine, create and build. The library even 

included an “invention box” where children 

could create new inventions using the craft 

supplies found inside. 

(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/02/li

ttle-makers-imagine- create-and-build/) 

Flexibility 

 

The interaction of intelligence 

and creativity often begins with the 

flexible combination and 

modification of prior concepts or 

strategies to produce new 

representations. Children can 

experience flexibility by seeing from 

different perspectives, remaining 

open to new and challenging 

experiences, or (especially as they 

become older) gaining awareness of 

how only seeing from a single 

perspective can limit their creativity. 

The Theodore Roosevelt Branch of the 
Chicago Public Library completes 
monthly Día Family Book Club programs 
with children in their community. Books 
discussed throughout the club represent 
a wide variety of cultures that are often 
new to participants, opening them up to 
the world around them. Through shared 
discussion and reflection, children 
explore themes and issues that help 
them to both enjoy and better 
understand literature and the world. 
(http://cs.ala.org/websurvey/alsc/dia/d
etails.cfm?id=50740) 

Decision-Making 

 

Discretion, judgment and decision 
making play an important role in 
the development and expression of 
creativity for children. Decision- 
making skills require convergent 
thinking, which is critical to 
creativity because it allows 
individuals to refine ideas and to 
select the best possible answer from 
the ideas generated to solve a 
problem. 

During their first STEAM program, Deerfield 

Public Library in Illinois 
challenged children to experiment and 
think critically and creatively at a number 
of different science stations. At their 
“Ramp-a-riffic” station, children 
hypothesized and then tested different 
materials to see which would travel the 
furthest off their library-made ramp. 
(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/02/f
ull-steam-ahead-2/) 
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Communication & 

Self-Expression 

Communicating one’s unique 

perspective plays a vital role in 

creativity by allowing individuals to 

express their feelings, ideas and 

desires through language, art and 

physical movement. A sense of 

confidence and connection to 

authentic feelings allows children to 

express their unique insight and 

thoughts with others. 

The Half Moon Bay Library in California 

partners with Art in Action to turn their 

children’s section into an art gallery! 

Children learn new art techniques from the 

nonprofit and are challenged to develop 

their own works of art which are hung 

throughout the library. 

(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/05/lib

rary-as-art-gallery/) 

Collaboration 

 

Collaboration allows for the 
exchange of ideas among children as 
they work to find a solution for a 
problem or project. Working 
together towards a shared goal 
fosters perspective- taking and 
provides a chance for children to 
explain and expand their thinking in 
new ways. 

At the Hudson Library in Ohio, tweens 

worked together to learn coding skills and 

program robots during a week-long LEGO 

Mindstorms for Tweens program 

(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/11/le

go-mindstorms-for- tweens-or-how-i-had-

to-give-myself-a-crash-course-in-

robotics/). 

Motivation 

Motivation is at the core of the 
development experience and 
inspires children to explore and 
satisfy their curiosity. When 
individuals are internally 
motivated, acting without the 
promise of a reward, they are 
more motivated. 

Fayetteville Free Library has helped dozens 

of young girls explore STEM concepts and 

ideas. The Library’s Geek Girl Camp 

introduced girls in the community to hands 

on STEM skills and to female role models, 

helping to motivate them to continue 

studying and pursuing this field. 

(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/09/ca

mps-the-new- trend-in-summer-reading/) 

Action & 

Movement 

 

Exercise and physical activity are 
associated with better focus, 
enhanced memory and greater 
ability to learn. Action and 
movement stimulate the building 
blocks of learning in the brain, and 
regular exercise can act as a 
cognitive enhancer to promote 
creativity. 

At the District of Columbia Public Library 

children are challenged both physically and 

mentally during the library’s yoga 

programs. Pairing yoga practice with 

storytimes, DC Public Library describes 

their program as “encourages self-

acceptance, compassion, kindness, and 

discipline. All of this while celebrating 

creative expression.” 

(http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/10/yo

ga-as-a- bridge-for-serving-a-cross-section-

of-your-library-population/) 
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Expected Timeline 
 Requests for proposals open  August 17, 2015 
 Project proposals due  September 25, 2015 
 Award announcement  October 2015 
 Project start    October 2015 
 Project completion date  May 31, 2016 
 Final report due   June 3, 2016 

 
Applications 
Project Proposals must be completed and submitted online no later than September 
25, 2015 at 7PM EST.  
 
Applications can be accessed here: http://www.ala.org/alsc/curiositycreates 
 
Questions 
Please email Angela Hubbard at ahubbard@ala.org with any questions regarding 
this project or the RFP. We will update http://www.ala.org/alsc/curiositycreates 
with frequently asked questions, and their answers, as we receive them.   
 
*Please note any information provided in the application may be used by ALSC or by 
Disney for evaluation and reporting purposes.   

http://www.ala.org/alsc/curiositycreates
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