
 
January 27, 2006 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
The American Library Association (ALA), founded in 1876, is the oldest and largest library association in the 
world.  Its concerns span all types of libraries: state, public, school, academic, and special libraries. 
 
With a membership of primarily school, public, academic and some special librarians, but also trustees, publishers, 
and friends of libraries from every state and many countries of the world, the Association is the chief advocate for 
the people of the United States in their search for the highest quality of library and information services.  The 
Association presently has over 61,000 individual members as well as over 4,000 library and corporate members. 
 
The Association has long standing policies supporting equitable access to information and the fair and non-
discriminatory treatment of library users and library employees. Librarianship is a female-majority profession and 
the status and concerns of women in librarianship are of high priority for the Association. 
 
Legal protection against workplace discrimination is critical for librarians.  Eighty-three percent of library workers 
are women, and the library profession is one that has long been undervalued, with librarians experiencing salary 
discrimination in the workplace more frequently than members of other information professions. 
 
The ALA Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship (COSWL) has expressed grave concerns about 
Judge Alito’s nomination to the Supreme Court, specifically: 
 

• Alito’s opinions in employment discrimination cases demonstrate that he would act to severely curtail 
effective enforcement of federal anti-discrimination laws. 

• Alito has dismissed constitutional protections against sexual harassment in schools. 
• Alito has often demonstrated opposition towards affirmative action throughout his career. 
• Alito has consistently sought to curb Congress’ legislative authority to tackle issues of national importance, 

such as the Family and Medical Leave Act. 
•  

Based upon these concerns, the ALA Council, the Association’s governing body, voted at its January 24, 2006 
Midwinter Meeting to oppose the nomination of Third Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Samuel Alito to the United 
States Supreme Court.  We urge you to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael Gorman, President 
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