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What you can do to help libraries 

 
Call, Email, or Fax your Member of Congress    
They need to know the importance of federal education support for your community and 
its students.  Tell your Member of Congress how cuts in funding will directly affect your 
library and how increases will help.   
 
Meet with your Member of Congress  
Your Senators and Representative will be at their district offices for the August recess between 
Friday, July 28 and Monday, September 4.   Members want to meet with constituents!!  Simply 
call the district office to either make an appointment or to learn the schedule of town hall meetings. 
Ask the candidates what they will do to reverse cuts and increase the federal government’s 
investment in libraries. 
 
Invite your Member of Congress to Visit your Library  
Let Members see for themselves the positive contributions federal dollars make to your library.  
Simply send a short letter of invitation, and follow up with the district office scheduler. 
 
Contact the local media  
Write a letter-to-the editor, call radio talk shows, or generate interest in the issue among local 
newspaper, radio or television reporters. Give reporters examples of success stories from your 
library and what is at risk if funds are inadequate.   
 
Message 
The President requested and the House recommended $171.5 million for Grants to State Library 
Agencies. This funding level will allow full implementation of a 2003 law to provide a more 
equitable distribution of state formula grants. Urge your Senators and Representative to support the 
House’s recommendation of $171.5 million for Grants to State Library Agencies. 
 
Materials 
We have included a form letter, a fact sheet on LSTA funding, and a table that shows what each 
state will receive if Congress provides $171.5 million for Grants to State Library Agencies.   
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Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 

 
The LSTA consolidates federal library programs while expanding services for learning 
and access to information resources in all types of libraries (public, school, academic, 
research, etc.) for individuals of all ages. It is administered by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS) and is distributed through state library agencies to 
individual libraries via formula grants.  There is a requirement for a state match, which 
helps stimulate approximately $3 to $4 for every federal dollar invested. 
 
LSTA links libraries electronically and helps provide users access to information through 
state, regional, national, and international networks. Federal resources help target library 
services to people of diverse geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds, to 
individuals with disabilities, and to people with limited literacy or skills. 
 
Around the country, knowledgeable librarians use LSTA funding, the only federal 
program solely devoted to aiding libraries, to help patrons access essential information on 
a wide range of topics. They offer training on résumé development; help on web searches 
of job banks; workshops on career information; links to essential educational and 
community services; assistive devices for people with disabilities; family literacy classes; 
homework help and mentoring programs; books and resources to support adults and 
children dealing with loss; information on religions and other cultures; access to 
government information; a forum for enhanced civic engagement, and so much more.  
 
Libraries encourage business development, and help to retain and create jobs. Libraries 
serve as important links to the business community, assisting with job creation and 
training programs, as well as assisting with business development initiatives. For many 
small businesses the library provides research resources and staff they could not 
otherwise afford.  
 
FUNDING HISTORY 
LSTA was reauthorized as part of the Museum and Library Services Act of 2003 
(H.R.13) and signed by the President on September 25, 2003 (P.L. 108-81). Every fiscal 
year, Congress provides funding for LSTA in the Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.  
 
FY 2006   FY 2007 President’s Request     FY 2007 House Recommendation  
$210,597,000  $220,855,000      $220,855,000 
 
The President requested and the House recommended $171,500,000 for Grants to State 
Library Agencies. This funding level will allow full implementation of a 2003 law to 
provide a more equitable distribution of state formula grants. 
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State Allotments for FY 03-07 
 
State FY 03 FY 04 FY 05 FY 06 FY 07 
AL $2,369,145 $2,507,472 $2,556,671 $2,610,549 $2,735,571 

AK $631,170 $769,497 $828,563 $887,453 $979,311 

AZ $2,807,829 $2,946,156 $3,041,222 $3,150,258 $3,358,620 

AR $1,565,707 $1,704,034 $1,760,329 $1,820,073 $1,933,398 

CA $16,222,180 $16,360,507 $16,457,012 $16,557,920 $16,975,594 

CO $2,378,206 $2,516,533 $2,579,074 $2,642,220 $2,783,994 

CT $1,905,106 $2,043,433 $2,100,240 $2,154,030 $2,263,144 

DE $705,162 $843,489 $904,235 $965,243 $1,060,429 

FL $7,898,976 $8,037,303 $8,172,813 $8,332,483 $8,703,227 

GA $4,211,633 $4,349,960 $4,433,740 $4,522,400 $4,771,731 

HA $903,039 $1,041,366 $1,101,687 $1,157,565 $1,255,112 

ID $946,563 $1,084,890 $1,150,464 $1,215,563 $1,324,522 

IL $6,038,973 $6,177,300 $6,214,291 $6,249,722 $6,436,279 

IN $3,125,606 $3,263,933 $3,317,057 $3,369,822 $3,508,659 

IA $1,668,229 $1,806,556 $1,858,287 $1,909,822 $2,017,816 

KS $1,568,332 $1,706,659 $1,759,339 $1,812,456 $1,917,854 

KY $2,191,121 $2,329,448 $2,384,878 $2,439,668 $2,562,205 

LA $2,367,398 $2,505,725 $2,554,689 $2,604,141 $2,720,156 

ME $925,456 $1,063,783 $1,123,275 $1,181,762 $1,275,999 

MD $2,808,591 $2,946,918 $3,008,965 $3,067,643 $3,205,774 

MA $3,247,148 $3,385,475 $3,423,733 $3,449,395 $3,565,832 

MI $4,885,587 $5,023,914 $5,059,705 $5,093,053 $5,244,507 

MN $2,610,305 $2,748,632 $2,807,289 $2,864,372 $2,994,892 

MS $1,638,841 $1,777,168 $1,830,121 $1,886,927 $1,997,410 

MO $2,905,578 $3,043,905 $3,096,707 $3,155,054 $3,295,939 

MT $751,325 $889,652 $949,157 $1,008,157 $1,101,987 

NE $1,122,069 $1,260,396 $1,317,786 $1,372,965 $1,473,213 

NV $1,323,020 $1,461,347 $1,542,939 $1,634,252 $1,769,078 

NH $916,679 $1,055,006 $1,115,181 $1,173,868 $1,270,783 

NJ $4,225,196 $4,363,523 $4,412,959 $4,464,364 $4,611,783 

NM $1,179,001 $1,317,328 $1,378,496 $1,442,371 $1,549,701 

NY $9,004,514 $9,142,841 $9,146,819 $9,146,249 $9,363,836 

NC $4,103,012 $4,241,339 $4,309,258 $4,394,254 $4,596,141 

ND $626,793 $765,120 $821,842 $878,082 $967,141 

OH $5,505,578 $5,643,905 $5,667,969 $5,691,792 $5,850,282 

OK $1,920,127 $2,058,454 $2,112,874 $2,162,902 $2,280,095 

OR $1,932,701 $2,071,028 $2,134,437 $2,194,490 $2,322,116 

PA $5,918,880 $6,057,207 $6,085,045 $6,075,494 $6,285,755 

RI $823,812 $962,139 $1,020,285 $1,076,537 $1,165,361 

SC $2,197,585 $2,335,912 $2,398,034 $2,462,858 $2,599,042 

SD $684,211 $822,538 $880,376 $938,791 $1,029,946 

TN $2,961,981 $3,100,308 $3,158,288 $3,220,133 $3,369,294 
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TX $10,190,548 $10,328,875 $10,460,595 $10,597,273 $10,989,843 

UT $1,387,590 $1,525,917 $1,592,429 $1,658,384 $1,793,783 

VT $618,871 $757,197 $815,233 $872,315 $960,995 

VA $3,638,702 $3,777,029 $3,851,240 $3,913,359 $4,092,926 

WA $3,084,868 $3,223,195 $3,288,255 $3,354,800 $3,515,779 

WV $1,154,946 $1,293,273 $1,349,667 $1,394,138 $1,499,402 

WI $2,800,929 $2,939,256 $2,992,540 $3,010,271 $3,176,826 

WY $565,552 $703,879 $762,355 $821,234 $909,692 

DC $598,204 $736,531 $790,234 $842,132 $928,285 
Puerto Rico $2,097,493 $2,235,820 $2,277,522 $2,296,792 $2,444,336 
American Samoa $71,777 $71,777 $65,977 $65,739 $86,065 
Northern Marianas $76,185 $76,184 $75,106 $75,737 $97,189 
Guam $114,147 $114,146 $114,513 $114,960 $137,130 
U.S. Virgin Islands $96,434 $96,433 $88,799 $88,342 $108,981 
9131(b)(3)(D) Pool1 $216,389 $216,389 203,404 $203,371 $265,241  

TOTAL $150,435,000 $157,628,000 $160,704,000 $163,746,000 $171,500,000 
 


