RESOLUTION ON EPA LIBRARIES

WHEREAS, for more than 30 years, the United StRtadronmental Protection Agency (EPA) and its netwaf
libraries have provided reliable, accurate infoioratbout sensitive environmental issues that affechealth and safety
of our families and communities; and

WHEREAS, these EPA libraries have provided acaes#al information to researchers and to sciestisicluding EPA
researchers investigating environmental issuednizdct our Nation; and

WHEREAS, the EPA Headquarters libraries and theegibnal and laboratory libraries are staffed veitperienced,
professional librarians who facilitate access forimation, fielding 134,000 research requests fEP#A scientists and
enforcement staff and others in the last year; and

WHEREAS, the EPA Libraries house and catalog unampliections, including approximately 50,000 primapurce
documents not available elsewhere in any formatjitah environmental issues; and

WHEREAS, the EPA Libraries serve as institutiorgdositories for internal documentation as well@smercially
published literature about the topics agencieslaggunvestigate, and research; and

WHEREAS, the EPA Libraries operate public readiogms, providing access to collections that areipalty tailored
to meet the needs of constituents in their geogeaplion, at times specifically offering that ass¢o comply with
federal law; and

WHEREAS, in 2003 th8usiness Case for Information Services: EPA’s Redibibraries and Centerprepared by
Stratus Consulting for the EPA concluded that,calited conservatively, the benefit-to-cost rabioEPA library
services ranges between 2:1 and 5.7:1"; and

WHEREAS, theDraft EPA FY 2007 Library Plan: National Framewofkune 1, 2006)ncluding the current proposal to
move materials to the web, does not ensure satisiigahat the public, researchers, scientists politymakers will
have continued access to the staff, services, @hddguality, accurate information found in the EBifdraries; and

WHEREAS, the proposed FY 2007 budget for EPA Lilesacontains a $2.5 Million cut which:

has already resulted in the closure and imminasuce of some headquarters, regional and laborhloayies and the
reduction of staff at other EPA Libraries;

will put the collections and services of the EPAraries at risk, causing essential information alble& environment to
be lost;

would compromise the public’'s health and safetyrtaking it difficult, even impossible, for the EPfaf and scientists,
other scientists and researchers, the public, actairs and regulated industries, and federal,,statélocal policymakers
to find accurate and high-quality information upehich to base decisions about health and safetyeros; and
RESOLVED, that the American Library Association (ALurge Congress to direct the Environmental PtaiacAgency
(EPA) to reprogram $2.5 Million of the EPA FY 20biddget to fund EPA Libraries; and be it further

RESOLVED, that ALA urge the EPA to restore fundtoghe EPA regional and laboratory libraries; aedtburther
RESOLVED, that the ALA urge the EPA to develop spansible information and collections managemeatesgy, and

make it available for public comment, to ensuretioared access for the public and other stakeholdeifse collections
and services of the EPA Libraries.



