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What is Teen Tech Week? Teen Tech Week is a national initiative aimed at teens, their parents, 
educators, and other concerned adults. The purpose of the initiative is to ensure that teens are competent and 
ethical users of technologies, especially those that are offered through libraries. Teen Tech Week 
encourages teens to use libraries' nonprint resources for education and recreation, and to recognize that public 
librarians are qualified, trusted professionals in the field of information technology. 
 
The 2008 Teen Tech Week theme is Tune in @ Your Library and takes place March 2-8. The theme encourages 
teens to take advantage of the library's music and media resources such as CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, and online 
media. The theme will give librarians a chance to showcase music and media collections, discuss ethical 
downloading with teens, and to build exciting programs that are associated with music and media and more. For 
more information, see the Tune In @ Your Library resources on the YALSA Wiki. 
 
Why is educating teens on technology important? Teen use of nonprint resources has 
increased dramatically in recent years, yet more teens are doing this from home instead of school or the library. 
According to a recent study by Harris Interactive, in 2005, 86% of youth aged 8-18 have a computer in their home, and 
74% have Internet access in their home.  
 
On average, 8-18 year olds spend 6 hours and 21 minutes per day using media (including TV, video/DVDs/movies, 
video games, audio media, computers and print media). Furthermore, according to the Pew Internet and American Life 
Project, 71% of teens report that the Internet is their primary source for completing school projects. Teens also report a 
disconnect between how they use the Internet outside of school, for school work, and how they use the Internet during 
the school day and under teacher direction. 
 
Further, a Harris Interactive poll conducted for the American Library Association in June 2007 found that one-quarter of 
teens who consider themselves regular public library patrons visit the library primarily to “use the library computers for 
fun” and nearly 40% visit the public library to “use the library website for research and information. One-fifth of teen 
respondents noted they would use their local library more if it offered more online resources and if it didn’t block 
information that teens felt they needed.  
 
Teens need to know that a public library can be a trusted resource for accessing information and that public librarians 
are the experts who can help them develop their information literacy skills to use electronic resources effectively and 
efficiently. 
 
Ideas to Celebrate Teen Tech Week with Teens at the Public Library. Get more 
ideas to celebrate Teen Tech Week at the Teen Tech Week website, www.ala.org/teentechweek. 

 

 Sponsor a panel discussion at your library on how teens are using social networking resources like MySpace 
and Facebook. Invite parents and caregivers to this information session. Find resources in YALSA’s Teens and 
Social Networking in School and Public Libraries Toolkit. 

 Update your library's website to appeal to teens. Add a Flickr badge, an RSS feed for new books, links to 
podcasts and webcomics, or a polling area. Try to incorporate teens in creating the new content. 

 Launch reference or readers' advisory services to teens via instant messaging. Meebo is a service that allows 
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http://whatisrss.com/
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/
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you to communicate with different instant messaging services from one page. 

 Have teens share their favorite places to go on the Internet on a shared del.icio.us account. (Check out 
YALSA’s del.icio.us page.) Invite them to contribute sites to del.icio.us accounts you created for your teens at 
the library. 

 Host an Anime/Manga Club. Encourage participants to dress up in costume. 

 Consider purchasing Teen Tech Week prizes or promotional items from ALA Graphics. 

 Use surveymonkey.com to survey teens about their technology needs and the ways they use technology. 

 Host a digital camera or digital storytelling workshop. 

 Start a collection of video games (check out the Winter 2008 issue of Young Adult Library Services for 
suggested titles) and launch a gaming blog to accompany it. Or, host a gaming tournament. 

 Start a Teen Tech Club. Sponsor a group of teens who set their own goals for content creation and learning. 

 Set up music listening stations in your teen area. 

 Host a workshop to teach your teens how to deejay. 

 Ask library staff to make a special effort to show teens how to properly use electronic databases for every 
homework question. 

 What if you had to live without technology? Sponsor a contest in which students create content — video, story, 
poem, comic, something else — that looks at what their life might be like without technology. Post the 
responses on the library website and have students vote for the one they like the best. 
Have your book club create a podcast or YouTube movie where members share book reviews, thoughts on 
technology, and group news. Try collaborating with a local film school, similar to this project at Pima County 
Library in Arizona. 

 Make a Tune in @ Your Library display. 

 Recruit teens volunteers to help you maintain the technology in your library. For instance, teach them how to 
clean media and computers. You could also use teen volunteers to assist adult users who are new to using the 
computers at the library. 

 Create a music trivia scavenger hunt, encouraging teens to use library resources and the Internet to find the 
answers. 

 Have a contest for the best live-action or animated public service announcement to promote the Teen Tech 
Week celebration at your library. 
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