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There is less in this than meets the eye.  Tallulah Bankhead.

Events in and about the American Library Association continued on their even, tranquil course in this, the first quarter of 2006 and the third quarter of my presidency.   Issues including the reauthorization of the USA PATRIOT Act; the savage budget cuts affecting a number of government agency libraries; the proposed “65% solution” for school funding in many states that would have a deleterious effect on many school libraries; the perceived problems in ALA governance centered on the ALA Council; the proposed dues increase to support implementation of the Association’s strategic plan; the continuing discussions of the Executive Board’s decision to hold the 2006 Annual Conference in New Orleans—these and many other matters were the subject of debate within and without the Association, debate that was always carried on in the mannerly, productive manner we have come to take for granted.


I was especially pleased to be the president of ALA during our Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio, TX, in January 2006.  Despite the adverse opinions and comments of a few about the functioning of the ALA Council, it is noteworthy that the Council, after welcoming its newly elected members, proceeded to carry out its business in an orderly, productive, and timely manner in each of its three sessions.  The same can be said of the face to face meetings of the Executive Board held during the Midwinter Meeting, and the telephonic meetings of the Board held frequently in the quarter.  Another gratifying event for me during the Midwinter meeting was the Friday afternoon four-hour Forum on Library Education, which was, among other things, the largest meeting of library educators and practitioners to be held in the US for many decades.  The coming quarter will see a Forum on International Library Education during the Annual Conference and a national teleconference open to all on “The crisis in library education.”

Travel is the most private of pleasures. There is no greater bore than the travel bore. We do not in the least want to hear what he has seen.  Vita Sackville-West.


I continued to travel on behalf of the Association, though I managed to do both a live video contribution to a meeting in New England from and an address to a group of senior citizens on the California State University, Fresno, campus.  (I became eligible to be in the audience of the latter event in March 2006.)  Apart from the giddy whirl and hedonism of the Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio, I also spoke to a gathering of the South East Florida Library & Information Network (SEFLIN) in Deerfield Beach, FL, and the Alaska Library Association in Anchorage, AK, in February (experiencing a temperature swing of more than 60 degrees Fahrenheit in less than a week); and the Annual Conference of the American Association of Publishers (sharing a stage with Dana Gioia, chair of the National Endowment for the Arts, in a discussion of literacy) in New York City, the National Conference of the Public Library Association in  Boston, and the Wisconsin Association of Academic Librarians in Stevens Point, WI, in March.

Like a rhinestone cowboy
Getting cards and letters from people I don't even know. Larry Weiss.


The letters and other messages that brighten up my drab existence kept coming in this quarter.  These have included agonized appeals for the redress of, one hopes, imaginary grievances all in block capitals in e-mails or colored ink on paper, messages that start out congratulating me on something or another and then segue in to several “however” clauses of sustained invective, fervent assurances that the Lord is looking after my interests, and appeals for ALA to intercede in matters so far beyond its remit that one can only wonder at the misplaced ingenuity of their authors.  I have replied, civilly if noncommittally, to all but two such messages.  The replies to the latter were more direct.

The dream of home, the dream of home,
Steals o’er the heart, too soon to fleet,
When far o’er sea or land we roam…Thomas Moore


Meanwhile, the plans for the new library at the California State University, Fresno, (see www.maddenlibrary.org) proceeded apace.  The staff of the library are now all working in the wing of the library that is to remain standing and, against all odds, providing high-level library service under difficult conditions.  The now empty parts of the building are to be demolished in July 2006 and a magnificent new building will be constructed between August 2006 and August 2008.


In a very well received statement, I announced my retirement.  My last day of work will be Christmas Eve 2006.

Michael Gorman

President, American Library Association 
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