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New Grant - Beyond Words:  The Dollar General School Library Relief Fund

AASL, in collaboration with ALA and NEA, will launch  “Beyond Words: the Dollar General school library relief fund” on April 17.  The fund, sponsored by the Dollar General Foundation, will provide grants to public school library media specialists whose school library program has been affected by a disaster.  Grants in the amount of $5,000 to $15,000 will be awarded to public school libraries that have incurred substantial damage or hardship due to a natural disaster (tornado, earthquake, hurricane, flood, avalanche, mudslide), fire or an act recognized by the federal government as terrorism.  Grants are awarded to replace or supplement books, media and/or library equipment in the school library setting.  AASL will administer the grant and plans to have the first recipients announced at ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  For more information, see www.ala.org/aasl/disasterrelief. 

Closing Speaker for Annual Conference

Caroline Kennedy, sponsored by Hyperion Books, will be the Closing Speaker at the 2006 Annual Conference in New Orleans.  She will speak on Tuesday morning from 8:00am - 9:00am, sign books on the exhibit floor and then in the afternoon, help cut the ribbon on the ALA/Highsmith/Bretford renovated Children's Resource Center of the New Orleans Public Library.
ALA Web Site

New Directions for Web Editorial Board

 

Since the debut of the Content Management System in 2003, a group of ALA staff has met weekly to review content for the ALA home page.  The Executive Director has asked this group to expand its charge to 1) include oversight of more sections of the website that need regular updating, 2)  seek and evaluate regular feedback on the website, and 3)  oversee a model of continuous improvements to the site.  The group is currently rewriting its charge to reflect these expanded functions.

 

A “spot check” of feedback@ala.org messages for the weeks of January 30 – February 3 and February 6 – 10 showed almost equal numbers of messages in several broad categories:

Broken or missing Links:  12
(e.g., “the graphic on this page is missing…”)

Suggestions for content:  12
(e.g., “I’d like to suggest a link to my page…”)

Suggestions for improvement:11
(e.g.,  “I’m looking for a list of ALL Newbery winners…”)

User Interface problems:  13
(e.g., “I’ve requested that my password be emailed, but it never arrives…”)

Other:  8
(e.g.,  “I would hope that ALA would file a “Friend of the Court” letter for Google™…” )

Mail to the feedback and webmaster accounts is “triaged” daily in ITTS.  Where messages can be linked to a specific unit, they are sent to the web content manager for that unit by copying the response to the sender.  Many requests for general information are referred to the Library.  Customer service issues are sent to the Member and Customer Services Center.  Messages regarding problems with systems or content under ITTS control are fixed as quickly as possible, and the sender is notified (if they have so requested and have provided a valid email address to which to respond).  Because these addresses (feedback and webmaster) receive so much spam, a plan is being developed to accept input through an HTML form on the website.  (Many organizations – NPR is an example – have begun accepting only form-based input as a way of reducing spam.) The form will deposit message content into a database where it can be analyzed on a regular basis to help guide improvements to the systems.

 

The Web Editorial Board is moving forward on plans for a usability assessment of the ALA website.  Web Coordinator Rob Carlson has begun drafting an RFP for the testing.  The usability assessment will lead to redesign recommendations that will be implemented as resources become available.
Content Management System

In March of 2005, ALA made the decision to purchase a replacement content management system (CMS). Since then, a team of staff and members has worked to review 22 initial proposals.  Collage®, from Serena, Inc., has been  chosen as the new CMS, and Duo Consulting of Chicago was chosen to facilitate the implementation of Collage®.

A “proof of concept” was performed in February to test assumptions about the conversion of content, metadata, and user permissions settings.  It is of primary importance that staff not be required to manually convert large amounts of content when the new system is installed.  It is also very important that metadata pertaining to our content remain intact through the conversion, and that user permissions pertaining to content and metadata remain in place.  Staff observers of the conversion test are satisfied that Duo will be able to convert the current database with a high degree of precision.  

In March , Duo Consulting performed a test of content deployment.  Twenty-five pieces of content were set to deploy simultaneously.  Then, fifteen minutes later, an entire section (using ACRL/Choice) was set to deploy.  There was no noticeable stress on the servers.  A statement of services, has been developed, which calls for a unit-by-unit deployment of content to the new system.  Early adopters could begin as early as April.  All content conversion is expected to be completed by October.

Google™ Search

The ALA lease on the Google™ search appliance, installed in 2004 and credited with vast improvements in the searchability of the ALA website, will be up for renewal in December of 2006.  While it would be desirable to extend the “umbrella” of Google™ searching to all ALA online content (Online Communities, discussion list archives, etc.), the cost appears to be prohibitive.  Google bases its pricing, in part, on the number of files indexed, and ALA’s list archives alone account for some 600,000 files (the website stands at approximately 141,000 files).  While it is rumored that Google is restructuring its pricing models to maintain its competitiveness, it remains to be seen what this new pricing is and whether or not it would suit ALA’s needs. If Google remains the choice for website content indexing, another solution will be sought for indexing list archives, as well as a federated search solution for all ALA content.  Contact has been made with Google to review available pricing options.  

Online Communities

 

Online communities (OC) software was implemented in the summer of 2005, and units of ALA that were ready and anxious to begin using the system were encouraged to set up groups.  LITA and RUSA, among others, started several communities during this “soft roll-out.”  Use of the OC system continues to increase, along with the need for training and documentation.  An e-Learning Instructional Designer has been hired to replace ALA’s training coordinator who resigned in February 2006.She has as one of her highest priorities, the creation of documentation and online tutorials for the OC system. Training of OC users continues by phone, Live Meeting (web) and face-to-face.  There are currently about 145 communities in the system.

Blogging RSS and Wiki Support

 

ITTS has recently installed “b2evolution” software to support blogging by ALA units.  YALSA has launched its blog using the new system, and several other units have expressed interest in using it as well.

ALA’s blog software has been made “users only” to eliminate spam attacks on the YALSA blog.  New blogs for ALCTS, OLOS, and American Libraries are being developed. Two new buttons (one for blogs and one for wikis) were created to mimic the style of the “RSS” button that was already at the top center of the News section.  All three buttons point to a page that details available RSS feeds, blogs, RSS feeds from blogs, and our New Orleans Conference Wiki.

Website Traffic

 

Website traffic increased 25% to 30% between 2004 and 2005.  Total page views for 2004 were generally in the range of 6 million to 7 million per month.  For 2005, page views were consistently well over 7.5 million, and later months have hit the 10 million page views mark. 

Alexa, a service that ranks websites based on usage (1 = most heavily used), shows the ALA website as consistently being ranked about 12,000 in popularity for 2005.  In 2004, the ALA website was generally ranked above the 20,000 mark. 

A record 470 Annual Conference registrations were received online on March 3, 2006, the last day for early bird registration.  Between December 1, 2005 and March 23, 2006, 3,977 online registrations had been processed.  Total 2005 Annual Conference registrations for the same period were 5842.  Thus, about 65% of all registrations were received through the web. 

A look at the most recent two months of email traffic shows 2,022,602 messages were received and 6,192,189 messages were sent through ALA’s systems.  A way of knowing exactly how many of the 2 million inbound messages were spam has not been established.  Much of the outbound traffic was generated by ALA’s active electronic distribution lists.

Usability Study

 

At its March 8th meeting, the Web Editorial Board (WEB) heard from Michelle Frisque and Stephanie Orphan, both of whom had overseen some usability testing for their websites (LITA and ACRL, respectively).  WEB members were briefed on types of usability testing and the benefits that usability testing provides in redesigning and maintaining the utility of websites.  The group was also briefed on the concept and practices of user-centered design, which calls for continual testing and improvement of websites.  The group agreed this is the approach ALA needs to take.   At its March 15th meeting, the group decided to proceed with commissioning a usability study of the ALA website.  Rob Carlson is drafting the RFP that will be floated in April.  The plan calls for the usability study to be done by August.  It will lead to redesign recommendations that will be implemented as resources become available.

.  

Knowledge Management System

 

During February, the staff implementation team received additional training in the use and specification development for the new ALA Knowledge Management System, developed by SydneyPlus International.  The initial phases of implementation include replacement of the current ALA in-house Intranet with an Information Portal and replacement of the current library OPAC.  The new library OPAC is now operational, and the Information Portal is scheduled to launch during National Library Week April 2-8.  New features will include keyword-searchable access to human resources policies and forms, searchable access to links to electronic resources, and a number of other specialized files.  Irene Marquez, ITTS; Karen Muller, Library; and Sherri Vanyek, ITTS are the project managers.

ALA OFFICES

ALA Editions

ALA Editions published the following books between December 2005 and March 2006:
· YALSA, Sizzling Summer Reading Programs for Young Adults :  ed. 2
· Grimes, Reading is Our Business : How Libraries Can Foster Reading Comprehension 
· OIF, Intellectual Freedom Manual :  ed. 7
· PLA, Demonstrating Results : Using Outcome Measurements in  Your Library

· Eberhart, Whole Library Handbook 4 
Public Information Office 

(PIO) 

New Household Survey Finds That Americans Value Their Libraries and Librarians

Public Information Office/The Campaign for America's Libraries recently funded a new Household Survey that was released nationwide during the last week of February.  The survey, conducted by KRC Research in early January 2006, was a random telephone sample of 1000 adults over the age of 18.  It served as a follow up to an initial benchmark survey completed in 2002. 


The survey found:

· Americans are very satisfied with their public libraries.
Almost 9 in 10 Americans (89%) reported being satisfied with their public libraries.  Fully 7 out of 10 Americans say they are either extremely or very satisfied (70%) with their public library, which is a 10 percentage point increase since 2002.

· Libraries and librarians are perceived as even more valuable to Americans.
More than one-third of Americans (36%) put the benefits of libraries at the top of the public services list, a 6-percentage point increase from 2002.  Additionally, about one-third (32%) place librarians at the top of the list in terms of the value of professionals in their communities, a 10 percentage point increase from 2002.


· Libraries are increasingly seen as friendly, convenient and providing opportunities for everyone 
· Library cards and usage holds steady, users are increasing some activities.  
Nearly two-thirds of Americans continue to report ownership (63%) of a library card and most Americans continue to visit the library the way they always have, in-person, with two-thirds reporting at least one visit to their library in the past year.

· Americans want funding to increase above the National Average.
More than 8 in 10 Americans agree (85%) their public library deserves more funding.  Almost 6 in 10 Americans say that they strongly agree (58%).  When asked what amount should be spent on public libraries, fully 60%, a solid majority, say $25 or more per person, an increase of up 9 percentage points since 2002. 

· Almost all Americans say libraries will remain in the future.
Nine in ten Americans (92%) continue to say that public libraries will be needed in the future, even with all of the information available on the Internet. This finding is consistent with the 2002 survey, where 91% of Americans said that public libraries will be needed in the future.

Two Upcoming Regional Advocacy Institutes Planned


In May of 2005, the Ford Foundation awarded ALA $80,000 to be used to fund the Advocacy Institute on a Regional and Chapter level, working with Chapter Relations.  The institutes are co-sponsored by ALTA, the Washington Office, Chapter Relations, and FOLUSA.

ALA will launch its first regional Advocacy Institute at the Southeastern Library Association (SELA) Annual Conference. The half-day training will be held on April 5, 2006, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The program is entitled,  "American Library Association Regional Advocacy Institute:  Library Advocacy in the Post-Katrina South."  A second Regional Advocacy Institute will take place at the New Jersey Library Association Annual Conference. This half-day training will occur on April 24, 2006, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Public Programs Office 

(PPO) 

Sixty-three Libraries Selected to Host Lincoln Exhibit

Sixty-three libraries have been selected to host a new tour of “Forever Free: Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation,” an exhibit which reexamines President Lincoln’s thoughts about slavery throughout his political career and the conditions which led to the Emancipation Proclamation.  The libraries selected for the new tour will host the exhibit for a six-week period between September 2006 and October 2011.

The American Library Association (ALA) Public Programs Office (PPO) and The Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif., organized the exhibit with grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, Washington, D.C.  The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, New York, provided additional support.

2,000 Libraries Selected for We the People Bookshelf Grants on “Becoming American”

Two thousand public and school libraries (K-12) have been selected to receive the 2006 We the People Bookshelf on “Becoming American.”  Participating libraries will introduce this collection of 15 classic books on the theme of “Becoming American” and conduct related programming in their communities from May 1, 2006 through May 31, 2007.  “Becoming American” Bookshelf programs will be implemented in all 50 states and the Virgin Islands.

The We the People Bookshelf is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities designed to encourage young people to read and understand great literature while exploring themes in American history. The ALA Public Programs Office has partnered with NEH to bring Bookshelves to 4,000 libraries over the past three years.  NEH and ALA will announce the 2007 theme in June 2006.

New Gifts to the ALA Cultural Communities Fund

The ALA Cultural Communities Fund (CCF) was established in 2003 as the first national endowment to support excellence in cultural programming for libraries.  The Public Programs Office, Development Office and the Public and Cultural Programs Advisory Committee continue to work together toward the 2006 fund raising goal of $140,000.  In order to meet a Challenge Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the goal must be met by July 31, 2006. 

During the Midwinter Meeting, the ACRL Executive Board approved a pledge of $20,000 to support CCF.  The Public Programs Office also received news of the first planned gift designated for the endowment.  The donor, library consultant and former ALA staff member, Peggy Barber, is the first member of the CCF Heritage Society, which recognizes planned gifts to CCF.

The Cultural Communities Fund will also receive support from a portion of registration fees for PPO’s sold-out preconference on cultural programming for libraries, held during the PLA Conference in Boston.  These funds are eligible to be matched per the terms of a challenge grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

New Planning Grant for Programs about the History of Baseball

The National Endowment for the Humanities awarded a planning grant to the Public Programs Office for development of a traveling exhibit and related discussion programs about the history of baseball.  Grant funds will be used to host a 2-day meeting in Chicago to bring together staff from the National Baseball Hall of Fame, baseball scholars, library humanities programmers, and ALA Public Program Office staff.  The meeting will take place in June 2006, and participants will work together through October 2006 on additional planning.  

Anticipated outcomes include determining unifying humanities themes, outlining exhibit content, and compiling annotated lists of books and films to support related discussion programming.  A formal proposal for the project will be developed after the planning grant concludes. 

PPO Launches Redesigned Web Site and Web CT Content

In March, the Public Programs Office launched its redesigned Web site: www.ala.org/publicprograms.  The site is a national resource for library programmers in all types of libraries, and provides information about available grants, current PPO projects and other programming resources.

Also new in March, PPO introduced Web CT to its PLA preconference attendees.  This traditionally academic, course management tool is relatively new to ALA and was well received by program attendees.  It will provide post-program access to preconference materials as well as a discussion forum for participants.
ALA DIVISIONS

American Association of School Librarians 

(AASL)

AASL Reaction to the “Results That Matter” Report

On March 24th the Partnership for 21st Century Skills released  “Results That Matter: 21st Century Skills and High School Reform.”  The report designs a compelling framework for 21st century learning that focuses on the results that matter for the success of today’s high school graduates in the workplace of the present and future. Schools must teach students to be critical thinkers, problem solvers and effective communicators who are proficient in both core subjects and new, 21st century content and skills.  An active member of the Partnership, AASL applauds the report’s findings and considers school library media programs to be crucial to the success of high school reform.  For the full report, please see www.21stcenturyskills.org.

AASL at ALA Annual Conference

AASL will present two preconferences and a variety of educational programs at the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  “Transforming Your Program Through Advocacy” preconference will supply information and resources to enable participants to conceptualize advocacy and create long-term action plans.  

“Impacting Student Learning:  Best Bang for the Buck” preconference will enable school library media specialists to reinterpret their approach to budgeting in order to maximize the collection's impact on learning. For more information on these and other AASL programs, see http://www.ala.org/aasl/annual.

AASL Fall Forum

2006 AASL Fall Forum, “Assessing Student Learning in the School Library Media Center,” will be held at the Crowne Plaza at the Crossings in Warwick, Rhode Island on October 13–15, 2006.  This one-and-a-half day institute will focus on the role of the school library media specialist in assessing student learning.  Nationally recognized experts in the field of school library media and student assessment, Violet Harada, Barbara Stripling, Marjorie Pappas, Allison Zmuda and Sharon Coatney, will present and facilitate small group sessions geared for understanding of student assessment as it applies to the library media specialist.   For more information see http://www.ala.org/aasl/fallforum.
Association of College and Research Libraries 

(ACRL)

Registration Now Open for ACRL/RBMS Preconference 

Registration is now open for "Libraries, Archives, and Museums in the 21st Century: Intersecting Missions, Converging Futures?," a national conference that will explore issues of mutual interest to libraries, archives, and museums.  The conference will be held June 20-23, 2006, in Austin, Texas, preceding the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans June 22-28, 2006.  Program, registration, and scholarship application information is available from the conference web site at: http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/rbms2006.  The conference is organized by the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL).  A generous grant from Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) will provide funding for 30 new and aspiring professionals to attend the conference.  The Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at The University of Texas at Austin will serve as the primary host.

ACRL Endorses Call for Urgent Action to Preserve Scholarly Electronic Journals

The ACRL Board of Directors endorsed the statement “Urgent Action Needed to Preserve Scholarly Electronic Journals” at its January 24, 2006, meeting in San Antonio  http://www.diglib.org/pubs/waters051015.htm.  Academic librarians, university administrators and others issued the statement October 15, 2005, after participating in a meeting in New York City to discuss electronic journal preservation.  ACRL recognizes that the electronic environment poses significant challenges for long-term preservation of, and access to, information.  Since most libraries do not actually own and store the content of the journals they license in electronic form, new models for preservation must be developed.  Scholars may face serious loss of access to published research if libraries do not adopt effective electronic journal preservation strategies.  ACRL's Scholarly Communications Committee expects to support preservation of scholarly electronic journals by developing guidelines and effective practices for academic libraries.

ACRL Announces Call for Proposals for 2007 Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference

ACRL invites proposal submissions for a half-day or full-day workshop or preconference to be held prior to the 2007 American Library Association (ALA) Midwinter Meeting or the 2007 ALA Annual Conference.  Submissions will be accepted through April 3, 2006.  Professional development programs should allow participants to develop skills related to a specific topic and should focus on interactive learning using a variety of presentation styles.  Programs that offer practical tips and cutting-edge techniques are especially encouraged.  The full-text of the Call for Proposals is online at www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlevents/upcomingevents/callforproposals.htm.

ACRL Seeks Applicants for Institute for Information Literacy Intentional Teacher Program

The ACRL Institute for Information Literacy (IIL) seeks applicants for the newest addition to its Immersion Program – The Intentional Teacher:  Renewal through Informed Reflection.  Acceptance to the program is competitive; participation is limited to 36 individuals per program.  The deadline for application is May 5, 2006.  The Intentional Teacher:  Renewal through Informed Reflection Program provides three-and-one-half days of learning and reflection for academic librarians and will offer a mixture of structured and co-constructed learning segments such as peer discussions, individual reading and reflection, and participant-led communities of practice.  During the program, participants will examine their practice through four lenses, including autobiography, student perspective, colleague as resource, and research literature on teaching and learning.  Each lens will be used to explore four important teaching areas:  philosophy/values, pedagogy, student impact, and experimentation.  Complete details about the program are available at: www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/professactivity/iil/immersion/intentionalteacher.htm.
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services 

(ALCTS)

ALCTS Continuing Education Update
Annual 2006 Pre-Conferences

Thursday, June 22, 2006

· A Supervisor’s Academy: Essentials of Supervision for the Professional Librarian. 

· Cataloging & Description of Cartographic Resources: From Parchment to Pixels, Paper to Digital.

· ERMS Implementations: Are We Taming the Electronic Tiger?

· CCO Boot Camp: An Introduction to Cataloging Cultural Objects. 

Friday, June 23, 2006

· A Supervisor’s Academy: Essentials of Supervision for the Professional Librarian.

· CCO Boot Camp: An Introduction to Cataloging Cultural Objects. 

· GIS Cataloging. (Session 3 of Cataloging & Description of Cartographic Resources)

· Library Binding Workshop: Advocacy, Budgets, and Contracts.

· Cataloging Correctly for Kids: Tools of our Trade. 

ALCTS President’s Program for 2006 Annual Conference

Information Overload and the Quality of Your Life: Can a New Environmental Movement Restore Balance?  

Monday, June 26, 2006, 10:30 am - 12:00 noon

Keynote speaker is Dr. David Levy, Professor, University of Washington Information School.

Spring Workshops

· Basic Collection Development and Management 
· April 24-25, 2006 in Lexington, KY - Hosted by the State Assisted Academic Library Council of Kentucky (SAALCK)

· April 27-28, 2006 in Cincinnati, OH - Hosted by the Greater Cincinnati Library Consortium (GCLC)

Presented by Peggy Johnson, this "basics" workshop introduces attendees to concepts and best practices for collection development and management.  The two-day workshop combines interactive presentations with group activities. 

· Rules & Tools for Cataloging Internet Resources

· April 27-28, 2006 at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee - Cosponsored by the School of Information Studies Institute for Professional Development at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the School of Library and Information Science of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

This two-day workshop provides attendees with a solid foundation in the principles and practices of online resource cataloging using current descriptive cataloging standards (AACR2/MARC21) and practices (LCRI/CONSER/PCC).  It is designed for practicing catalogers from all types of libraries who have a working knowledge of the MARC21 bibliographic format and AACR2.

· Basic Subject Cataloging Using LCSH, an ALCTS/PCC Workshop 

· May 3-5, 2006  in Chicago

Presented by John Mitchell, Library of Congress, this two-and-a-half-day workshop presents the full subject analysis  training program developed by subcommittees of the ALCTS Subject Analysis Committee and the PCC Standing Committee on Training.  It benefits catalogers at all levels and individuals involved in the education and training of  catalogers. 

· Metadata Standards and Applications, an ALCTS/Library of Congress Workshop  (*First-Time Offered*)  

· May 11-12, 2006 in Chicago

  

Presented by Diane Hillmann, Cornell University and Marty Kurth, Cornell University, this two-day workshop presents 21st century bibliographic control concepts, including specific metadata standards and applications. This workshop relates what library staff already know about library catalog metadata to digital library metadata, thereby preparing staff to apply their current knowledge to new areas.

· Principles of Controlled Vocabulary and Thesaurus Design, an ALCTS/Library of Congress Workshop 

· May 2-3, 2006 in Denver, CO - Hosted by the University of Denver

This two-day workshop presents an overview of thesaurus design principles, methods for building a controlled vocabulary, and an examination of selected controlled vocabularies.  Presented by Rich Gazan and Jillian Wallis, this workshop prepares catalogers to defend the use of controlled vocabularies and to participate in the development of specialized thesauri or glossaries for specific projects.

· Metadata and Digital Library Development, an ALCTS/Library of Congress Workshop

· Coming July 2006 in Chicago, IL 

In an applied, exercise-based context, this two-day workshop introduces practicing catalogers to metadata implementation considerations and processes in a digital library development context.  The workshop prepares attendees to serve as metadata specialists in digital library projects.

· Fundamentals Of Acquisitions Web course

· July 10 - August 4, 2006 
· August 28 - September 22, 2006 

The Fundamentals of Acquisitions is an interactive course focusing on the basics of acquiring monographs and serials including goals and methods, financial management of materials budgets, and relationships among acquisitions librarians, library booksellers, subscription agents, and publishers.  For more information on all these CE events go to www.ala.org/alcts/events. 

ALCTS Publications Update
 

The following ALCTS publications are now available through the ALA Online Store:

· Managing Electronic Resources: Contemporary Problems and Emerging Issues.

· Preservation Manager’s Guide to Cost Analysis.

· From Catalog to Gateway: Charting a Course for Future Access.

· Knowledge without Boundaries: Organizing Information for the Future.
· Community Collaboration and Collections: The Writings of Ross Atkinson.

· Cataloging Correctly for Kids 4th edition. 

Forthcoming Publications:

· Copy Cataloging Done Smarter: Using Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) Records in Non-PCC Libraries.

· LBI Guide to Library Binding.

· SALSA de Tópicos/Subjects in SALSA: Spanish and Latin American Subject Access.

 

Web publications:

· U.S. Periodical Price Index 2005.
· Serials Glossary, third revised edition.
Association for Library Service to Children  

(ALSC)


ALSC Institute


The biennial ALSC Institute will be held September 14 -16, 2006 in Pittsburgh and will provide continuing education and source materials that are practical for members' work.  The theme of the Institute is "Children's Services Today & Tomorrow."  A free preconference will address "Legal Issues Affecting Policies in Children's Services."  Featured speakers, Susan Campbell Bartoletti and David Wiesner, will highlight the event.  Details are located on the ALSC Web site at http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/06Institute.htm 

KIDS!@your library® Advocacy Campaign

The Kids! @ your library®  public awareness and advocacy campaign, part of ALA's Campaign for America's Libraries, was announced at Midwinter in San Antonio, where a fact sheet was distributed.  The campaign Web site at www.ala.org/kids launched in early January.  The initiative moves into high gear with a program at the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans featuring singer/storyteller Bill Harley performing his song "@ your library," which he wrote especially for ALSC's campaign.  Illustrator Michael White (The Library Dragon) created original artwork for a campaign poster and bookmark, which is available through ALA Graphics.  ALA Graphics also carries pencils and rubber stampers featuring the campaign logo: So Much to See! So Much to Do! @ your library®.  ALSC thanks HarperCollins and Peachtree Publishers for underwriting Bill Harley's and Michael White's participation, respectively.

Strategic Plan


ALSC adopted a new strategic plan at Midwinter in San Antonio which will carry the Association from 2005 through 2010 in conjunction with ALA's Ahead to 2010 plan. The centerpiece of the ALSC plan is our primary goal:  to lead the way in forging excellent library service for ALL children.  Goal areas include advocacy, education, and collaboration.

El Dia De Los Ninos/El Dia De Los Libros (Children’s Day/Book Day)


ALSC received an unprecedented fourth grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to nationally promote El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Children's Day/Book Day).  Otherwise known as Día, this family literacy initiative promotes our cultural plurality.  2006 marks the tenth anniversary of Dia, and communities in more than 33 states will host events on April 30, among them the Maricopa Library District in Phoenix.  In 2006, ALSC-sponsored Dia programs have taken place or will take place at Midwinter, the PLA Conference, ALA Annual Conference, the ALSC Institute in September, the Joint Council of Librarians of Color Conference in October, and the Annual Convention of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).  Bookmarks, buttons, and stickers are available, and a Web site is under development. Visit http://www.ala.org/dia.

Publications

 
ALSC, Booklist, RUSA, and YALSA will jointly release ALA's Guide to Best Reading in April.  The 2006 edition is the first to be offered in an electronic, downloadable format.  It features a fresh, updated design and has been improved to make brochures and bookmarks more appealing to library patrons.

Three publications, produced in partnership with ALA Editions, are being released this year: The Newbery and Caldecott Awards: A Guide to the Medal and Honor Books, 2006 edition (April); The Pura Belpre Awards: Celebrating Latino Authors and Illustrators, edited by Rose Zertuche Treviño (May/June); and Outstanding Library Service to Children: Putting the Core Competencies to Work by Rosanne Cerny, Penny Markey, and Amanda Williams (September).

Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial


ALSC is working with the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission to provide an annotated list of books and audio/visual materials for children and their families to enjoy during the bicentennial celebrations of President Lincoln's birth in 2009.  This list will be available on the ALSC and Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission Web sites for use by librarians, parents, teachers, and children, and will focus on Lincoln's life and legacy, with special emphasis on materials that deal with themes of freedom, democracy and equal opportunity.  The list will include biographies, but will also include works of historical fiction and books that place Lincoln in historical context.  Multiculturalism is also encouraged with works that tie Lincoln to the African-American experience.   

NEH "We the People" Book Grant

ALSC is again working with the National Endowment for the Humanities to develop a list of books for the “We the People” project.  The 2006-2007 theme is "The Pursuit of Happiness."  ALSC board member Pat Scales represented ALSC at an NEH meeting in February, and a list of nearly 30 recommended titles was submitted to NEH in March.

Curious George


ALSC and Houghton Mifflin created a new "Curious About . . . " story hour program designed to encourage children to come to the library to satisfy their curiosity.  This program capitalizes on interest in Curious George generated by the recent release of the Curious George animated film.  A Web site at www.curiousgeorge.com offers all the components a library needs to host a fun-filled reading event, including reproducible announcement flyers, bookmarks, and stationery, event suggestions, activity handouts, and recommended reading lists, created by ALSC's Quicklists Consulting Committee, on various topics such as "Back to School" and "Cats and Dogs."

Events at the Annual Conference


The 2006 Preconference in New Orleans, "Spinning Straw into Gold: Leadership Potential to Management Results," will be held on June 22-23, 2006.  This preconference will encourage youth services librarians to examine and strengthen their leadership styles and management skills.  Speakers include Dr. Marilyn Manning, CSP & CMC; Dr. Virginia Walter, UCLA; Ginnie Cooper, Executive Director, Brooklyn Public Library; and Andrea Davis Pinkney, Vice-President and Publisher, Trade Hardcover, Scholastic, Inc.  More information is available on the ALSC Web site at http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/2006ALSCPreconference.htm 

The 2006 Charlemae Rollins President's Program, "Raising Readers-The National Early Literacy Panel Report,"  will be held on Monday, June 26 and will feature Dr. Timothy Shanahan as the keynote speaker.  Dr. Shanahan will present the most up-to-date and influential research on early literacy education.  A reactor panel of Every Child Ready to Read national trainers will connect the research to library-based early literacy work.


Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 

(ASCLA)

ALA e-Learning Services

Through an arrangement with SEFLIN (Southeast Florida Library Information Network), ALA members can purchase access to more than 1,500 Web-based courses on office productivity, business fundamentals, and computer related topics from Element K® at affordable prices.  Office productivity courses include Microsoft® Office, Windows®, WordPerfect®, Lotus Smart Suite, Web browsers, and E-mail Courses.  Computer courses include Networking, OS, Programming, Web Development, Database, and Design Courses.  Business fundamental courses include Managing Personnel and Projects, Leading Effective Meetings, and Communication Courses.  ASCLA helped arranged the contract with SEFLIN. www.libraryelearning.org/ala.

Succession Planning in New Orleans

ASCLA President, Diana Paque, will focus on succession planning at the ASCLA President’s program, “Retirement Exodus – Are You and Your Library Organization Ready?”  Dr. William Rothwell, author of Effective Succession Planning, will be the featured speaker at the Sunday, June 25, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. program.  See http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclaevents/asclaannual/programsa/acprogs.htm for more information.
Library and Information Technology Association 

(LITA)

 

Annual Conference Preconferences 

 

· Greenstone Implementation and Customization

Friday, June 23, 2006, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm  

Greenstone Digital library software is a free, open source system that enables libraries to create, present, and maintain their digital collections.  This preconference will focus on how to get your digital library up and running and ways to customize Greenstone so that it best suits your needs and vision for your collection.  

Speakers:  Ian Witten, University of Waikato; Allison Zhang, Washington Research Library Consortium; Tod Olson, University of Chicago Library; Laura Sheble, Duke University Libraries 

· Contracting for Content in a Digital World

Friday, June 23, 2006, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm  

This preconference explores the forces and competing interests impacting contracts and licenses between libraries and their business partners.  Eminent panelists representing diverse perspectives will air difficult issues, e.g., rights of content owners vs. users; licensing standardization; pricing; and more.  Discussion will address digital content contracted both by and from libraries, and consider the forces at work in Congress, the courts, and international bodies that influence contracts for digital content.  The program promises to shed new light on issues facing libraries, publishers and aggregators and foster improved understanding.  

Moderator: Sybil Boutilier, San Francisco Public Library; Speakers:  Ann Okerson, Yale University Library; Helen Wilbur, Thomson/Gale; David Ferriero, New York Public Library; Alicia Wise, Publishers Licensing Society; Miriam Nisbet, ALA-Washington Office 

LITA National Forum 2006 
 

Planning for the LITA 2006 National Forum continues.  This annual three-day educational event is scheduled for October 26-29, 2006 in downtown Nashville.  A list of programs, poster sessions, and preconferences are available on the LITA Web site.

LITA 40th Anniversary
 

LITA  continues celebrating its 40th Anniversary and invites you to take a look at the Web site.  A PowerPoint® presentation from the Town Meeting provides a brief history.  Pictures from years past, a list of former LITA Presidents, and historical information are provided. 

Reference and User Services Association 

(RUSA)

Investor Education @ your library

The first in a nationwide series of investment seminars took place on March 28, 2006 at the District of Columbia Public Library – officially launching the Investor Education @ your library® program sponsored by ALA and the Investor Protection Trust (IPT).  Investor Education @ your library® is a national public education and awareness effort to help individuals make informed investment decisions.  The list of the selected libraries, a bibliography of recommended books and websites on investing (written by a RUSA/BRASS Committee) and educational pamphlets from Kiplinger’s are available at the grant website, http://cs.ala.org/ra/invest/. 

Preconferences in New Orleans

RUSA will be presenting the following preconferences in New Orleans on Friday, June 23, 2006:

· Reinvented Reference: The Integration of Digital and Traditional Reference Services.

· Behind the Genealogy Reference Desk: A Tribute to New Orleans.

See http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/rusaannual/preconferencesa/precon.htm for more information.
Reading Buzz 

RUSA president, Diane Zabel, along with a best-selling author, a journalist and a librarian will discuss “What You'll Read Next: The Buzz of Books” at the RUSA President’s program on Monday, June 26, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  See http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/rusaannual/programsab/acprogs.htm for more information.
Young Adult Library Services Association 

(YALSA)

YALSA Acquires 5,000th Member

Marybeth Gallant from Ashland High School in Milford, MA was YALSA’s 5,000th member.  A press release announcing the news went out March 7th, and Marybeth received a gift package from the YALSA office.  At the end of February, membership stood at 5,019.

Three Licensed YALSA Institutes in 2006

· Get Graphic:  to be held by the youth section of the Washington Library Association on May 19th.  Dawn Rutherford and Sara Ryan are co-presenting. 

· Power Up With Print:  to be held as a preconference for the North Carolina School Library Media Association Oct. 6th.  Angela Leeper will be the presenter. 

· Get Graphic:  to be held as a preconference at the California Library Association’s Conference, November 10th.  Francisca Goldsmith, YALSA Board Member and author of Graphic Novels Now, will be presenting. 

YALSA Names National Co-Chairs for Teen Read Week

Kevin Hartman from the L.A. Galaxy Major League Soccer (MLS) team and Chris Armas from the Chicago Fire MLS team will serve as the 2006 National Co-Chairs for Teen Read Week, October 15-21, 2006.  

YALSA Establishes Two New Discussion Groups

At the Midwinter Meeting, the YALSA Board of Directors voted to establish a Gaming Discussion Group and a Teen Music Discussion Group.  Both groups will meet at Annual in New Orleans and are already using Online Communities to share information and ideas on their respective topics.

ALA-APA

National Library Workers Day

This year ALA-APA invited everyone to "See the Stars!"  In addition to providing great ideas for celebrating the fact that "Libraries Work Because We Do," ALA-APA  hosted a gallery of stars, exceptional library workers whose names were submitted by patrons, colleagues, and managers.   Visitors to the new NLWD website were invited to gaze upon the glowing words about more than 200 library staffers in public, academic, school, and special libraries.  The word has spread across the world as there are even stars from Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Pakistan.  The new NLWD Web site is courtesy of gold-level sponsor, the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) and silver-level sponsors, DEMCO and Thomson. The stars will be up through June 30th, and they will be honored at the ALA Annual Conference.  Please see:  http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwdstars.html.

Certified Public Library Administrator (CPLA) Program

The review of potential applicants, as well as new providers for CPLA courses, will be held in April.  Library schools, regional library systems, and chapters are strongly encouraged to submit proposals for the June review to become providers.

Librarian Salary Survey

The 2006 Librarian Salary Survey will be mailed to more than 3400 academic and public libraries in April.  Directors, please watch your mail for an envelope from ALA-APA.  Thank you to all of the institutions that participated in the first ever Non-MLS Salary Survey.

Library Worklife as an Institutional Member Benefit

All libraries that are members of ALA can receive Library Worklife: HR E-News for Today's Leaders, a monthly electronic publication from ALA-APA.  Library Worklife informs readers about issues that concern all library workers, such as career advancement, certification, human resources practice, pay equity, recruitment, research, work/life balance.  In order to receive the publication, ALA must have an email contact listed for the institution.  Contact Member Services at (800) 545-2433, x5, or email the contact to jgrady@ala.org.
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