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BACKGROUND:

Media relations activities for the past quarter have focused in several main areas:

· USA PATRIOT Act

· Youth media and book awards

· New ALA study on Americans’ use and perceptions of libraries and librarians

· Changing and dynamic libraries and librarians

Since our last report to the Executive Board, ALA’s clip service returned more than 157 articles including mentions of the ALA, reaching more than 66.3 million people, or 165.75 million impressions.

Attachments

Summary

In February, the ALA released a new study of Americans’ use and perceptions of public libraries, which updated information from previous studies in 1998 and 2002.  The Associated Press ran the story nationally, including a quote from ALA President Michael Gorman. The story   was picked up by media across the country, including the Washington Post, San Jose Mercury News, Miami Herald, Chicago Tribune, Forbes.com, Seattle Post Intelligencer, Hartford Courant, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram and 30 TV outlets.

Cuba – and the ALA’s position related to “independent librarians” – was again in the news following Andrei Codrescu’s remarks during the President’s Program at the ALA Midwinter Meeting.  Following our longstanding procedure, the ALA responded with letters to the editor, which appeared  in the San Antonio Express-News and the Wall Street Journal. The president’s program also is being rebroadcast on C-SPAN’s Book TV.

PIO is expanding media outreach related to the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans and efforts related to hurricane relief for libraries. A couple of stories from the past few months will be included in the clips available at the board meeting.

The debate over reauthorization of the USA PATRIOT Act continued to be in the news, and more clips will be included in the June report.

Environmental scan – favorability and negative coverage

USA PATRIOT Act

Positive:

· Morning Call (Allentown, Pa.): “Bush needs to learn more about Muslims”

· New York Times: “Reading Lists That Are as Vague as Possible”

· Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, Va.): “Librarians seek Patriot Act changes”

· San Antonio Express-News: “Librarians would shelve Patriot Act”

Neutral:

· Newsday (Long Island, NY): “All’s well, or Orwell?”

Mixed:

· Washington Post: “Reauthorize the Patriot Act” (op-ed by Alberto Gonzales)

· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: “Patriot Act should go on succeeding” (op-ed by Alberto Gonzales)

· Boston Globe editorial: “Libraries and the Law”

Negative:

· New York Times: “Taking Liberties With the Nation’s Security” (op-ed by Rudolph W. Giuliani)

· Boston Globe: “When librarians protect terrorists” (op-ed by Richard Cravatts)

· Wall Street Journal editorial: “Madame Librarian”

Total: 11 clips, reaching more than 5.5 million people.

Youth and Book Awards

· Chicago Sun-Times: “King awards honor children’s books by African Americans”
· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Coretta Scott King’s book awards make a difference”

· Philadelphia Daily News: “The legacy of Coretta King”

· Philadelphia Daily News: “Coretta Scott King: Stories, Tributes, Historic Photos”

· USA Today: “For Kate DiCamillo, it really was because of ‘Winn-Dixie’”

· Cookie (New York, NY): “You’ve Seen the Stickers, But Do You Know What They Mean?”

· Indy’s Child: “Finding Great Kids Books and Stories Using the Web”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Children’s Corner”

· Chicago Sun-Times: “Perkins’ ‘Criss Cross’ lands biggest children’s book award”

· Kansas City Star: “Actually, they’re all winners”

· St. Louis Post-Dispatch: “The best kids’ books”

· Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: “Cheswick native wins childrens’ book award”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Award Winning Reads”

· Charlotte Parent (N.C.): “American Library Association 2005 Notable Children’s Books”

· Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Ariz.): “Flagstaff publisher wins national award for bilingual kids book”

· Detroit Free Press: “State author wins prize”

· Philadelphia Inquirer: “Parade of prizes”

· Grand Rapids Press (Grand Rapids, Mich.): “Award-winners find the extraordinary in the ordinary”

· Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville, Fla.): “’Criss Cross,’ ‘Hello, Goodbye Window’ best kids’ books”

· Buffalo News: “A Great Read”

· Palo Alto Weekly: “Book Talk”

· Post-Standard: “Audiobooks honored”

· Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio): “Work of award-winning illustrators makes children’s stories come to life”

Total: About 40 clips, reaching more than 15 million readers

ALA Annual Conference and New Orleans

Neutral:

· Associated Press (national distribution): “Democrats to hold meeting in New Orleans”

· Dow Jones News Service (national distribution): “Democratic National Committee to hold meeting in New Orleans”

· Women’s Wear Daily: ““In the Wake of Katrina: Big Easy’s big struggle to get back to business”

· Atlanta Journal-Constitution: “Not an easy task”

Total clips: four, reaching at least 425,000 (it is unknown how many outlets ran the AP and Dow Jones stories)

Cuba

Negative:

· San Antonio Express-News column: “ ‘Radical Militant Librarians’ wilt on behalf of Cuban librarians”

· San Antonio Express-News column: “U.S. librarians fail to speak out for oppressed peers”

Neutral:

· Chronicle of Higher Education: “Speaker Castigates Library Group for Its Stance on Cuba”
Positive:

· San Antonio Express-News letter from Michael Gorman: “Wrong about librarians”

Total:  4 clips, reaching at least 310,000 people.

Library funding

Positive:

· San Antonio Express-News letter to editor: “Vital to schools, literacy”

Neutral:

· Buffalo News: “The book is still open on cutbacks in troubled country library system”

Total:  Two clips, reaching more 420,000. 

Campaign for America’s Libraries messages and partnerships

Changing and dynamic libraries and librarians

· Associated Press: “Not your parents’ library: Bronx Library Center wants to make a place in the community”

· Reader’s Digest: “Only in America”

· Dallas Morning News: “Physicians find librarians vital”

· Business Times (New Haven, Conn.): “SCSU Library Begins Construction Project”

· Philadelphia Inquirer: “Library meets them at mall”

· Post-Standard (Syracuse, N.Y.): “Whom can you trust?”

· San Antonio Express-News: “Northside libraries take a day to show off”

· Omaha World-Herald: “Library director looks to future”

· Daily News (New York): “Librarian wants stamp act”

· San Antonio Express-News: “Library staffer has his eyes on good books”

· Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio): “Teens happily go to their room at the library”

· Arkansas Democrat-Gazette (Little Rock, Ark.): “New test looks at high-tech literacy”

Woman’s Day

· Family Matters: Two WD readers discover their roots at the library

Major Leagues @ your library

· News-Press (Fort Myers, FL): “Lee library, patrons win in national contest”

Total: About 15 clips reaching more than 19 million people (it is unknown how many outlets ran the AP story)

Book challenges and Banned Books Week

Positive:

· Charlotte Observer: “ ‘The Catcher in the Rye’ is a nearly timeless tale’ ”

· Sentinel (San Diego, Calif.): “Mira Mesa Banned Book Discussion Group To Read Toni Morrison’s ‘The Bluest Eye’”

· Dallas Morning News: “Banning books lets novel ideas get lost”

· Washington Examiner (Alexandria, Va.): “In book-banning story, the system is Scrooge”

· SUN (Baltimore, Md.): “Book ban have unintended plot twist”

· Pages (San Diego, Calif.): (Letters to Editor) “Which Books to Ban?”

· San Antonio Express-News: “Return to book burning?”

· Sarasota Herald-Tribune: “Angelou urges people to discover courage to make positive changes”

Neutral or Mixed:

· World (Asheville, NC): “Ban the culture”

· Sun (Baltimore, Md): “Book banning spurs protest”

· SUN (Baltimore, Md.): “The Censorship Challenge”

· New York Times: “In Small Town, ‘Grease’ Ignites A Culture War’

· Dallas Morning News: “Librarians won’t fight book’s permission requirement”

Total:  About 13 clips, reaching more than 5.4 million people.

Internet safety/filtering

Mixed:

· Philadelphia Gay News: “Filters block gay content”

· Philadelphia Gay News: “Editorial: Filtering knowledge”

· Washington Post: “Policing Porn Not Part of Job Description”

Negative:

· Record (Hackensack, NJ): “Net filters, pro and con”

· Daily News (Los Angeles, Calif.): “Internet filters, screens to hit county libraries”

Total: About 5 clips, reaching almost 1.2 million readers.
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