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BACKGROUND:
Media relations activities for the quarter have focused in several main areas:
· AASL Conference

· Teen Read Week

· USA PATRIOT Act

· Threats to library budgets

· Changing and dynamic libraries and librarians

Since our last report to the Executive Board, our clip service and online news scans returned more than 300 articles, including mentions of ALA, representing outreach to more than 45 million people.

Attachments

Summary

Proactive media activities for the past several months have focused on the AASL National Conference, Teen Read Week and the USA PATRIOT Act.

The AASL National Conference received wide coverage in the host city of Pittsburgh, as well as several national stories related to how school library media centers are changing and technology-related issues. In addition to nearly daily print and radio coverage in Pittsburgh, ALA President Michael Gorman, AASL President J. Linda Williams and Allegheny County Library Association executive director Marilyn Jenkins met with the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette editorial board regarding library funding and the value of libraries.

PIO also worked aggressively to reach out to media outlets regarding Teen Read Week and the importance of reading for fun and achieved most of its goals for outreach and placement. We were able to reach more than 6 million readers, listeners and viewers, in part through two national media events with YALSA in Brooklyn (NY) and Glendale (CA).  Teen Read Week also was featured on AOL RED, AOL’s teen Web space, on October 18 and 19.

With several provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act scheduled to sunset, the ALA has again been in the news regarding its concerns about Section 215.

We also have received some positive coverage related to the ALA decision to retain its Annual Conference in New Orleans in June 2006, including mentions in USA Today, the Wall Street Journal, Associated Press and Times-Picayune.

Environmental scan – favorability and negative coverage

USA PATRIOT Act

Positive:

· Times Union (Albany, NY): “Justice in wonderland” (editorial)

· Journal News (White Plains, NY): “Patriot Act on trial” (editorial)

· Sunday Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ): “Even the library is now open to expanded powers of spies”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Battling for books and readers” (column)

· Austin Chronicle: “Invading your library records”

· Times Union: “Banning books, freedom”

· American Legion: “‘Libraries of terror’” (letter to editor)

· Journal News (White Plains, NY): “The ‘library law’” (editorial)

Neutral:

· Hartford Courant: “Judge loosens library gag”

· New York Times: “Judges Question Patriot Act In Library and Internet Case”

· New York Times: “Books for lending, data for taking”

· AP Worldstream English General News: “Supreme Court justice rejects appeal for quick action on Patriot Act’s gag order”

· Associated Press: “Patriot Act appeal fails at Supreme Court”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Court won’t review Patriot Act”

Mixed:

· Sunday Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ): “Renew but improve the Patriot Act”

· Washington Post: “Reauthorize the Patriot Act” (op-ed from Attorney General Alberto Gonzales that includes ALA mention)

Total: Fifteen clips, reaching more than 6 million people.
Teen Read Week

Placements include:

· Telemundo

· KNBC-TV

· KNX News Radio (second largest talk radio outlet after WBBM in Chicago)

· Glendale News Press (which is stuffed in the Los Angeles Times for area subscribers)

· Wrestling publications, including: Pro Wrestling Insider, Pro Wrestling News Inside & Out, 24Wrestling.com, ProWrestling.com, Wrestlemag.com, Impact Wrestling and WWE News

· (N.Y.) Daily News
“Paging Brooklyn Teens”

· News 12 Brooklyn

· EWA Publications


· Brooklyn Paper Publications

· Getty Images 
Total: More than 165 TRW mentions, reaching more than 6 million readers.

AASL Conference
Positive:

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “4,000 school librarians meeting here to share ideas on helping students”

This story was picked up by the Scripps Howard News Service and run in several newspapers around the country, including the Toledo Blade, Knoxville news Sentinel and Bremerton Sun.  

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “5 libraries serve as examples”

· Pittsburgh Tribune Review: “City booked by 4,000 librarians for conference”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “School News”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Author depicts real life in novels for young adults” (mention)

· Washington (Penn.) Observer-Reporter: “Librarian conference focuses on enticing reluctant readers to read”
· eSchool News:  “Resource helps build information literacy”
· eSchool News:  “Study: Overzealous filters hinder research”
· KDKA-AM (CBS radio) “On the Mike” talk radio interview and news mentions

· KDKA-TV (CBS affiliate)

· WDUQ-FM (NPR affiliate)

· KQV-AM

· WTAE-TV (ABC affiliate)

· American Urban Radio Network

Total: 14 placements, reaching more than 1.5 million people
Library funding

Positive:

· Columbus Dispatch: “Check it out: Columbus library notches No. 1 rating”

· Columbus Dispatch: “Best in the nation (editorial)”

· Sunday Post-Dispatch (St. Louis, Mo.): “Library fees”

· Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY): “Libraries are facing a sadder chapter”

· Philadelphia Inquirer: “Frankly, libraries need aid”

Total: Five clips, reaching more than 1.4 million people.

Banned Books Week

Positive:

· News-Sentinel: “Value the Freedom to Read” (column)

· Birmingham News: “Exercise your freedom to read” (column)

· Charlotte Observer: “Don’t burn books; read them” (column)

· Fort Worth Star-Telegram: “Your freedom to be unsettled” (column)

· San Antonio Express-News: “Throw off the yoke of tyranny, you rebels; read a banned book” (column)

· Democrat and Chronicle: “Banning books clips U.S. vitality” (column)

· Hartford Courant: “The Fear of Ideas” (editorial)

· Crosswinds Weekly (Albuquerque, NM): “Censorship is a form of weakness” (editorial)

· New York Times: “Artistic commentary at the library on the zeal to ban books”

· Washington Post: “An open-and-shut case”

· The Empty Closet (Rochester, NY): “Read A Good Banned Book Lately?”

· Echo (Phoenix, AZ): “Censor of attention: Banned Books Week raises awareness of attacks on gay-themed books”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Attempted book bans focus now on gays”

· Washington Blade: “Closing the books”

· Fort Worth Star-Telegram: “Library group plans banned book event”

· St. Petersburg Times: “Read a Banned Book”

· Hartford Courant: “Captain Underpants fights bans on books”

Total: 56 clips, reaching more than 11.3 million people.
Book Challenges

Positive:

· Orlando Sentinel: “Reading Lists Face Challenge”

· LN-Lesbian News (Torrance, CA): “Gay Books Heavy On Ban List”

· Bay Area Reporter: “More gay-themed books targeted by right-wing censors, library group says”

· Family & Friends: “Challenged books”

Neutral:

· Washington Times: “Hitting the books”

· Arkansas Times: “Fayetteville 451: Laurie Taylor fires up Fayetteville with attacks on school library books”

Total: Six clips, reaching almost 500,000 people   

Changing and dynamic libraries/librarians:

Positive:

· USA Today: “More people checking out public libraries”

· Los Angeles Times: “L.A. renews its libraries as modern civic centers”

· Associated Press: “Today’s librarians challenging stereotypes”

· AP New York State Report: “Today’s librarians challenging stereotypes”

· Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY): “Black library opened doors to the world”

· Careers & Colleges (NY, NY): “Career Close-ups”

· Mt. Lebanon Magazine: “One to Watch”

· Indianapolis Star: “System Does Well In The Ratings”

· Pioneer Press (Ill.): “Libraries work to keep pace with changing communities

· Kansas City Star: “Library puts audiobooks on the Web)

Mixed:

· Associated Press: “Campus libraries going beyond books to attract students not the first in a college library”

· Dallas Morning News: “Library coffee bars: the new buzz at high schools”

· Journal News (White Plains, NY): “One Fine Mess”

Total: Eighteen clips, reaching more than 6 million people.

Conclusion

Please see the clip highlights for stories related to the above topics, as well as:
· Internet filtering (3 clips, reaching about 500,000 people)

· ALA mentions and miscellaneous (8 clips, reaching almost 3 million readers)
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