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ALA launches “AL Direct” Weekly Email News Service

On Wednesday, January 11, 2006, the inaugural issue of AL Direct, a new membership-perquisite weekly supplement to American Libraries, was emailed to all ALA members.  News stories about libraries and the profession, along with reports from numerous library publications, will be summarized by American Libraries staff and emailed to all ALA members each Wednesday.  AL Direct will feature breaking news affecting all types of libraries and will help members quickly and concisely stay up-to-date on information that impacts their work life.  

As a members-only publication, AL Direct supplements American Libraries, and is under the same rigorous editorial standards.  AL Direct is available to all ALA members with valid email addresses on file.  Please visit www.ala.org/aldirect for more information about AL Direct as well as instructions for providing or updating an email address to ALA.  For an FAQ on the service, please see http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.htm
The e-newsletter launch is made possible by the support of SirsiDynix, a leading provider of information technology to libraries and consortia worldwide.
ALA Hurricane Relief Efforts 
 
ALA has raised $270,000 for hurricane relief so far and will be fund-raising at ALA Midwinter in San Antonio.  Attendees are invited to stop by the ALA Membership Booth in the Registration Area to make a donation.  Donations can also be made online at http://www.ala.org/katrina. 


Meetings will be taking place in San Antonio between ALA and the Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas Chapters to discuss the disbursement of these funds to the Chapter relief efforts. 


The Chapter Relations Office (CRO) has matched up 275 libraries from outside the Gulf region with libraries in need through the ALA ‘Adopt A Library’ program. There are still libraries in the region in need of assistance, and CRO continues to partner libraries with those in need.

Volunteering in New Orleans-“Libraries Build Communities” 
 
Librarians and library staff attending the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans can show how “Libraries Build Communities” through daylong community service efforts to help rebuild New Orleans.  Conference attendees will be able to volunteer for a full-day community service project on Friday, June 23 or Tuesday, June 28th.  Conference goers will be able to choose to participate through activities, which will help the New Orleans Public Library, Orleans Parish School District, or other community rebuilding efforts.  Activities to help New Orleans Public Library will include sorting donated materials, cataloging, and Summer Reading programming.  To volunteer, register at: http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/registration.htm under the ‘Special Registration Section’.  The registration fee is $10 and will include transportation to and from the community project, lunch, and a ‘Libraries Build Communities’ T-shirt. 

Member Demographic Survey

The American Library Association (ALA) started collecting member demographic information on May 3, 2005 in a voluntary online survey. Preliminary data analysis of responses from 3289 members will be presented as an article in the February 2006 issue of American Libraries.  The survey is located at http://www.ala.org/memberdemog and will remain online until the questions can be moved to the online membership renewal module.

Household Survey of Public Library Use

Every two-to-three years ALA conducts a household survey to determine use of and opinions about America’s public libraries.  KRC has been hired to conduct a follow-up study to the one they did in 2003.  The phone survey took place during the first two weeks of January, and we expect to have preliminary results by the end of February.  Release of key findings will be part of the materials prepared for National Library Week. The study is a follow up to the survey originally conducted five years ago, and is part of the overall evaluation of the impact of the Campaign for Americas Libraries, initiated by ALA in 2000 as part of the ALA Action 2005 strategic plan.

Rural Public Library Impact Survey 

The ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, the Office for Research & Statistics and the Public Information Office are co-sponsoring a study to determine unique elements for supporting library advocacy initiatives in rural communities. Dr. Bernard Vavrek, Clarion University, administered the survey.  Key findings of the survey will be discussed during the Rural Library’s Task Force meeting on Saturday, January 21st from 10:30-noon.
 

ALA OFFICES 

Office for Diversity 

(OFD) 

ALA OFD Seeks to Expand Spectrum Scholarship Program to the Doctoral Level

 

The Office for Diversity and the Spectrum Advisory Committee have announced efforts to expand the successful Spectrum Scholarship Program to the doctoral level.  The Program has awarded 346 master’s level scholarships to date.  The Spectrum Advisory Committee hopes to raise $50,000 by June 2007 in order to secure enough funding to make the fellowship an official ALA scholarship offering.  The Office for Diversity is also working to identify additional funding sources, partnerships and grant possibilities in the hopes of offering multiple doctoral fellowships to members of underrepresented groups in response to calls for diversity among the ranks of LIS professors.

Spectrum Longitudinal Survey Completed

 

The Office for Diversity has received the results of the first longitudinal survey of the Spectrum Scholarship Program for the years 1998-2003.  Principal investigator, Dr. Loriene Roy of the University of Texas at Austin, teamed with Glendora Johnson-Cooper, Cynthia Tysick and Daisy Waters of the University at Buffalo, and Office for Diversity staff to create a comprehensive survey tool that has captured critical data on the program’s first 5 years.  More than 63% of scholarship recipients completed the survey which provides information on Scholars’ personal demographics, library school experience, availability of mentoring, professional involvement, positions attained after graduation and salary range. The Spectrum Advisory Committee will review the survey before it is made available on the Office for Diversity website. 
 

Office for Literacy and Outreach Services 

(OLOS) 

The Library Literacy Assessment Platform (LLAP) 

In December 2005, OLOS received additional funding from the Verizon Foundation to support the development, building, field-testing, and implementation of the Library Literacy Assessment Platform (LLAP).  When completed the LLAP will establish a standardized format for collecting and reporting information about library literacy programs and services, adult learners, and funding sources.  This information will provide a much-needed snapshot of literacy in libraries across America.  This data will also: 

· Demonstrate ALA’s significant role as a facilitator of literacy services; 

· Provide leadership in accountability and reporting to libraries offering literacy services; 

· Provide libraries with the technology to collect and report on the impact of literacy services; 

· Expand ALA’s ability to secure literacy-related funding from foundations and government agencies. 

Office for Research

Maintenance Agency for National Information Standards Organization (NISO) Z39.7, Information Services and Use: Metrics & statistics for libraries and information providers--Data Dictionary

The advisory committee to maintain Z39.7 was formed in fall 2005 and will meet on Thursday, January 19 from 9:30 am-12:30 pm in San Antonio. The committee will meet at ALA Midwinter and Annual Conferences each year on Thursday evenings, 7-9pm. A website has been setup at ALA http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/ansinisoz397/nisoz397.htm .

Funding Issues for Public Libraries

There has long been concern about the status of public library funding.  ORS conducted an online sample survey of public libraries to determine the impact of the recent downturn in the national economy, specifically the public sector, on public library finance.  The research team of Keith Curry Lance and Marcia J. Rodney of the RSL Research Group conducted the preliminary data analysis.  Key findings will be released as part of National Library Week. This study is the first to develop and test a methodology for a “quick” survey system that will be administered in future years to collect relevant data on academic and school library funding.  External funding will be solicited to conduct future studies.

National Leadership Grant to study Library Networks and Cooperatives

In September, ALA was awarded $239,416 from the Institute for Museum and Library Service (IMLS) for its research proposal “Library Networks, Cooperatives, and Consortia: A Definitional Study and Survey.” This project was one of 41 selected from a total of 259 museum and library requests, and is funded for 2 years beginning November, 2005.  ALA is providing $120,000 in matching support through staff time and related resources.  In partnership with the ALA Office for Research and Statistics (ORS) and the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA), ALA will conduct a research project to carefully investigate and then develop a comprehensive system of knowledge about the universe of library cooperatives. For the first time since 1987, the ALA study will: define the universe of library networks and cooperatives; describe the range of activities of this group; and collect operational level data required to understand library networks and cooperatives' services, staffing, revenues, and expenditures. An advisory committee will meet in San Antonio Friday, January 20th from 2-5pm in the Convention Center room 202-B.  Information about the project is on the ALA website at www.ala.org/lncc.

ORS partner in IMLS National Leadership Grant with Florida State University

ALA-ORS was a successful partner with Florida State University School of Information Studies on a grant proposal titled Increasing the Effectiveness of Evaluation for Improved Public Library Decision Making. The project principles will investigate how "best practice" evaluation strategies can demonstrate the value of public libraries to the communities they serve through a web-based instructional, assistive, and management system (Evaluation Decision Management System - EDMS). Additional information about the project is available at http://www.ii.fsu.edu/news_detail.cfm?newsID=24 .

Public Programs Office (PPO)  

ALA Public Programs Office Preconference on Library Programming 

The Public Programs Office will host a preconference on library programming, held in conjunction with the 2006 PLA National Conference.  Titled "Cultural Programming for Libraries: Linking Libraries, Communities and Culture," the preconference will prepare library staff to conduct high-quality humanities programs for the public, and will take place Tuesday, March 21, 9 am - 5 pm and Wednesday, March 22, 9 am - Noon in Boston.  Details and registration are available at www.placonference.org.

  

Preconference presenters include Thomas Doherty, Professor of American Studies and Chair of the Film Studies Program at Brandeis University; Barbara E. Petzen, Outreach Coordinator at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University; Stu Wilson, Director of Public Awareness and Communications with the Friends of the St. Paul Public Library.  Staff from the ALA Public Programs Office will present as well, including Deb Robertson, Director and author of Cultural Programming for Libraries: Linking Libraries, Communities, and Culture; Susan Brandehoff, Program Director; and Mary Davis Fournier, Project Director.   

A portion of registration fees will support the Cultural Communities Fund.  The preconference is presented with support from the Cultural Communities Fund, a major gift from H. W. Wilson, and program support from The Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities. 

Training Scheduled for Looking At: Jazz, America’s Art Form 

The ALA Public Programs Office and National Video Resources (NVR) are accepting grant applications from public, academic and special libraries that are interested in hosting Looking At: Jazz, America's Art Form, a new film viewing and discussion series.  The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) provides support for the series. Applications are available at www.ala.org/publicprograms and must be received by February 10, 2006. 

Training for program participants will take place September 29-30, 2006 in Chicago. The previously announced April 2006 training in New York has been cancelled.

 

Looking At: Jazz, America's Art Form is a six-part, scholar-led film viewing and discussion series.  Fifty applicants will be selected to participate and will receive a collection of six films, topical essays written by eminent scholars, an extensive resource guide, and program and publicity materials.  Additionally, selected organizations will receive a $1,000 grant and training for the program coordinator and scholar at a workshop hosted by National Video Resources and Jazz at Lincoln Center.  Awards will be announced in summer 2006.

ALA DIVISIONS
 
 

American Association of School Librarians 

(AASL)

AASL Board Workshop at Midwinter
 

As a final step of the Strategic Planning process, AASL will hold an all-day Board Workshop during the ALA Midwinter Meeting to include the Board of Directors, Regional Directors-Elect, Chair of the Affiliate Assembly and AASL staff.  The purpose of the Workshop is to examine AASL structure and finances and evaluate their efficiency within the new AASL Strategic Plan.  Work will center around two major issues: 1) how to structure AASL to best benefit the organization and its members (board, committees, members, etc.) and 2) how to find money and resources to implement the strategic plan.  The Board Workshop will take place on January 20, 2006, 8 am to 5 pm, at the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel, Conference Room 12.  The AASL Strategic Plan can be found at www.ala.org/aasl/strategicplanning
Association of College and Research Libraries 

(ACRL)

ACRL/ARL Institute on Scholarly Communication
 

The first Institute for Scholarly Communication, cosponsored by ACRL and the Association for Research Libraries (ARL), will be held in Los Angeles, CA, July 12-14, 2006.  The Institute is an immersive learning experience to prepare participants as local experts within their libraries.  Participants, who are encouraged to apply in teams of librarians, faculty, and administrators, will become fluent with scholarly communication issues and trends, developing outreach plans for their campuses.  Applications, available after Midwinter, will now be due March 1.

Enthusiastic Response to ACRLog 
 

Response to the Association of College and Research Libraries’ ACRLog has been overwhelmingly enthusiastic.  In its first week, over 10,000 visits were made to ACRLog. Posts found there were read close to 20,000 times.  Currently, ACRLog is averaging nearly 1,400 sessions per day and 3,000 page views per day.  The ACRLog can be found at http://www.acrlblog.org.  ACRLog invites contributions from those interested in academic and research librarianship.  Guest commentaries, contributed conference reports, perspectives from ACRL chapters, and opinions about the latest trends and issues can all be shared within this blogspace.

  

Scholarships for Librarians at HBCUs or Tribal Colleges to ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute 

ACRL is pleased to announce the availability of two scholarships to support participation at the 2006 ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute, which will be held in Cambridge, Massachusetts, August 6-11, 2006.  In support of ACRL's commitment to librarians serving diverse communities, these two scholarships are for individuals currently working in Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) or those employed at Tribal Colleges or Universities.  The scholarship covers the cost of tuition to the Institute, a $1,795 value.  The ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute is designed for directors of libraries and those who report directly to them in positions such as associate university librarian or assistant library dean.  Throughout the Institute, participants will work with program faculty and with other participants testing new ideas and developing new strategies for taking institutions into the future.  February 15, 2006, is the scholarship application deadline.  Complete details about the program are online at www.ala.org/acrl/events (Click “Harvard Institute”).

Association for Library Collections & Technical Services

(ALCTS)

Discussion Sessions Scheduled
 

ALCTS Board has scheduled two discussion sessions for Saturday and Monday during the Midwinter Meeting.  At the Saturday session, the ALCTS Board will talk about the new ALCTS Strategic Plan Draft document.  ALCTS purposely delayed reviewing its plan until after the ALA Ahead to 2010 plan was officially adopted.  The Board, at the ALA Annual Meeting in New Orleans, will vote on the ALCTS plan, in final form.  The Monday session will be devoted to a discussion with the ALA Washington Office on how ALCTS and the office can collaborate on government policy issues that are of interest to ALCTS members.  The most recent examples are the GPO digitization of government documents and the changeover in NISO leadership.  In addition, the Board will receive a preliminary report from the Non-English Access Task Force that was established in response to a resolution presented to the ALA Council at the Annual Meeting in Chicago.  A final report is expected by the Annual Conference in New Orleans.

First ALCTS Open Forum
 

ALCTS is please to announce its first ALCTS Open Forum:  A Conversation with Cathy DeRosa, VP of Marketing and Library Services at OCLC.  Ms. DeRosa will discuss the new report Perceptions of Libraries and Information Resources recently published by OCLC.  The forum will be moderated by Brian Schottlaender, former ALCTS President and current ARL President, and will take place Monday, January 23, at 10:30 a.m. in Salon D of the Marriott Riverwalk.

New Newsletter Feature “My ALCTS Experience”
 

A new feature was introduced in the December issue of the ALCTS Newsletter Online (ANO), www.ala.org/alcts.  “My ALCTS Experience” will be a regular feature in the ANO.  Peggy Johnson, former ALCTS President and Editor of Library Resources & Technical Services, shares her “ALCTS Experience.”  The February issue will feature Olivia Madison, former ALCTS President and current chair of the ALCTS 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee.

New ALCTS Publications
 

ALCTS announces new publications.  All are available in the ALA Store at Midwinter:

   

· From Catalog to Gateway:  Charting a Course for Future Access, edited by Bill Sleeman

· Knowledge without Boundaries: Organizing Information for the Future, edited by Michael Chopey

· Community, Collaboration, and Collections:  The Writing of Ross Atkinson, edited by Robert Alan and Bonnie MacEwan with an introduction by Sarah Thomas

Open Forums on RDA
 

ALCTS continues it series of Open Forums on the RDA, Resources Description and Access, the new edition of the cataloging rules.  The Midwinter forum is Saturday, January 21, 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Theater of the Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center. 


Association for Library Service to Children  

(ALSC)

Welcome to New ALSC Executive Director

ALSC is pleased to welcome Diane Foote as the new ALSC Executive Director.  Diane is currently associate editor for Book Links magazine and will start her new position January 17, 2006.

First Midwinter Workshop

ALSC will hold its first Midwinter workshop on Friday, January 20, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  “The Fun and Facts of Early Literacy: Communicating with Parents and Caregivers Through Storytime” will be conducted by Saroj Ghoting, Early Childhood Literacy Consultant and Pamela Martin-Diaz, Branch Manager, Allen County (Ind.) Public Library, Shawnee Branch.  The workshop will focus on enhancing and developing storytimes incorporating research, information, and activities that promote an early literacy development base on the Every Child Ready to Read @ your library® project.  ALSC’s launch of the 10th Anniversary celebration of El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Children's Day/Book Day) will take place at the San Antonio Public Library (600 Soledad Street) from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Pat Mora, noted children’s author, will be joined by librarians sharing their plans for the anniversary date of April 30, 2006 celebration.

First Theodor Seuss Geisel Award

ALSC will announce the first Theodor Seuss Geisel Award, which will be given for the most outstanding beginning reader book during the Youth Media Awards Press Conference on January 23, 2006 at the Midwinter Meeting.  This new award will be presented annually to both the author(s) and illustrator(s) of an outstanding book for beginning readers published in the past calendar year.  The winning author[s] and illustrator[s] must demonstrate great creativity to engage children in reading.

  

Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Visit Awards

ALSC will announce the first of what will be three annual Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Visit Awards during the 2006 Midwinter Meeting.  The award, established by Simon and Schuster Publishing and ALSC, will provide up to $4,000 to an ALSC member library to fund a visit from an author/illustrator who will speak to children who have not had the opportunity to hear a nationally known author/illustrator.

Kids! @ your library Public Awareness Campaign 

ALSC has planned a soft launch of its Kids! @ your library public awareness campaign for the Midwinter Meeting.  Campaign Fact Sheets will be available at all major ALSC events and at the ALSC and PIO/Campaign onsite offices.  A more formal launch of the Campaign will take place at the Annual Conference in New Orleans.  A conference program will offer a campaign Tip Sheet and information on how to use Campaign resources.  Also, Grammy-nominated singer/storyteller Bill Harley will be on hand to perform “@ your library,” a song he wrote specifically for the Kids! Campaign. 

2006 National Institute, "Children's Services Today and Tomorrow”

ALSC will hold its 2006 National Institute, "Children's Services Today and Tomorrow,” from September 14-16, 2006, at the Hilton Pittsburgh.  An optional, free preconference on the topic of legal issues in children's services will take place on Thursday, September 14.  Workshops divided into three separate tracks will be held all day Friday.  Saturday's schedule will include morning workshops and a closing general session.  Registration information will be available on ALSC's Web site this spring. 

Tenth Anniversary of the Pura Belpré Award

ALSC and REFORMA are working with ALA Editions on a publication celebrating the tenth anniversary of the Pura Belpré Award.  The publication will include the history of the award, annotations of all winning books over the past ten years, biographies of the winning authors and illustrators, and activities for sharing winning books with children. Scholastic/Weston Woods is creating a DVD to celebrate the anniversary.  It will feature interviews with founders and winners of the award, and archival photographs of Pura Belpré’s life and career.  The DVD will be bound into the ALA/ALSC publication and will be given to attendees of the Belpré 2006 Awards Celebration in San Antonio. 

Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 

(ASCLA)

New ALA Member Benefit: Element K Web Courses
 

Through an arrangement with SEFLIN (Southeast Florida Library Information Network), beginning January 20th ALA members can purchase access to more than 1,500 Web-based courses on office productivity, business fundamentals, and computer related topics from Element K® at affordable prices.  Office productivity courses include Microsoft Office, Windows, WordPerfect, Lotus Smart Suite, Web browsers, and E-mail Courses.  Computer courses include Networking, OS, Programming, Web Development, Database, and Design Courses.  Business fundamental courses include Managing Personnel and Projects, Leading Effective Meetings, and Communication Courses.  ASCLA jointly developed the program for ALA members with SEFLIN.  For more information, please see  http://www.libraryelearning.org/ala. 
 

Library and Information Technology Association 

(LITA)

Badges at the Midwinter Meeting 
  

In January 1966, Council approved the formation of the Information Science and Automation Division, which broadened its scope to become LITA in 1978.  LITA begins celebrating this 40th anniversary year at Midwinter in San Antonio where red glow badges will be visible on LITA members.  For more details, see the web site at LITA in San Antonio.

LITA National Forum 2006 Call for Proposals 

The Forum Planning Committee has received 74 proposals for the October 2006 National Forum in downtown Nashville.  Proposals on all aspects of library and information technology were invited.  The theme is NetVille in Nashville: Web Services as Library Services.   
Reference and User Services Association 

(RUSA) 

Be Well Informed @ your library 

For the past two years, RUSA administered a grant from Walgreen’s called Be Well Informed @ your library.  The goal of the grant was to help public libraries provide consumer health education information in their communities.  Ten public library systems received grants of $25,000 to enhance their collections and to offer consumer health seminars.  The grant website https://cs.ala.org/ra/bewellinformed/ lists the ten libraries, the names of the national advisory committee (chaired by Carla Hayden), and the resource guides developed by the committee.  The advisory committee will be reviewing the final report on the project during their Midwinter meeting. 

Investor Education @ your library 

Investor Education @ your library is a program for libraries administered by  RUSA under a grant from the Investor Protection Trust. In the fall, twenty public libraries were selected to receive grants to offer investment seminars and enhance their collections.  The grant The list of the selected libraries, a bibliography of recommended books and websites on investing (written by a RUSA/BRASS committee) and educational pamphlets from Kiplinger’s are available at the grant website, http://cs.ala.org/ra/invest/.  

 

Young Adult Library Services Association 

(YALSA)

Teen Read Week 2006
 

The theme of Teen Read Week 2006 is “Get Active @ your library.”  At Office Depot’s request, YALSA has developed a proposal for a partnership with Office Depot for Teen Read Week 2006.

First YALSA Blog
 

YALSA will launch its first blog during Midwinter 2006.  Bloggers will reflect on the 2006 award winners, their experiences at the Teens & Technology Institute, and more.  The blog will be accessible from YALSA’s homepage at www.ala.org/yalsa. 
  

Sizzling Summer Reading Programs for Young Adults
 

In January 2006, YALSA published a 2nd edition of Sizzling Summer Reading Programs for Young Adults, edited by Katharine Kan and available through ALA Editions.  It can be purchased through the ALA online store and will also be on sale at the Midwinter Meeting.

Posters and Bookmarks
 

YALSA is moving forward with the launch of a new line of posters and bookmarks, the first of which will be available in spring. The posters will feature teen celebrities reading, listening, viewing and logging on to different library resources.  The first poster features the actors from the upcoming movie Hoot, which is based on Carl Hiaasen’s book by the same name.  The book was a 2003 Best Book for Young Adults.

Membership Increase
 

According to the statistics available for November 2005, total YALSA membership is 4,936, which represents an increase of over 11% from last year.   

ALA-APA
 

Certification


The first certification program is being launched at the Midwinter Meeting.  The Certification Review Committee is reviewing the applications from providers who will deliver the courses, which include an evaluative component.  There are nine standards, related specifically to the administration of public libraries of all sizes.  Each candidate must satisfy seven of nine specific competency standards, four core standards  and three electives. 


Applications from librarians who wish to participate in the Certified Public Library Administrator (CPLA) Program will be accepted beginning on January 17, 2006.  The application is online, but ALA-APA will also have copies in print available at the Midwinter Meeting. 
 
The CPLA program is jointly sponsored by the American Library Association's Public Library Association (PLA), the Library Administration and Management Association (LAMA), and the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA).   
 
Renaming Contest

 

ALA-APA has extended the contest to rename the organization.  The ALA-APA was established in 2002 to offer certifications for library staff in specialized fields and to advocate for the status of – and better salaries for - library workers.  Entries in the renaming contest will be accepted until January 31, 2006.         
 
To enter the contest, just drop a suggestion into the ALA-APA Renaming Contest Suggestion Box, located in the Registration area in the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center at the Midwinter Meeting.  You may also email jgrady@ala.org with your ideas.   
 
Libraries Nationwide Will Soon Receive Non-MLS Salary Survey 

In 2006, the first annual non-Masters degree in Library Science (non-MLS) Salary Survey will be conducted.  The American Library Association-Allied Professional Association and the ALA Office for Research and Statistics (ORS) will conduct the inaugural non-MLS salary survey beginning in late January.  
 
A scientifically selected sample of public and academic libraries will soon receive a letter detailing the purpose of the survey and instructions on how to respond.  Appropriate staff at libraries that receive the Non-MLS Salary Survey, as it has been dubbed, will be asked to supply the annual salary for both full- and part-time positions that do not require an ALA-accredited MLS.  It is estimated that two-thirds of all library employees are not degreed librarians or are in positions for which the MLS is not required.  
 
It is recommended that all libraries participate in the survey in an effort to provide invaluable information to managers who set and benchmark salaries.  Survey information should also be useful for library employees who planning or evaluating career options.  
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