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Attached is an update of activities in the Office for Research and Statistics.

 Attachments

Update to ALA Board, Midwinter Meeting 2006

Office for Research & Statistics

Denise M. Davis, Director

The following projects were underway between July – December 2005:

1. Member Demographic Survey

The American Library Association (ALA) started collecting member demographic information on May 3, 2005 in a voluntary online survey. Preliminary data analysis of responses from 3289 members will be presented as an article in the February 2006 issue of American Libraries.  The survey is located at http://www.ala.org/memberdemog and will remain online until the questions can be moved to the online membership renewal module.

2.  Maintenance Agency for National Information Standards Organization (NISO) Z39.7, Information Services and Use: Metrics & statistics for libraries and information providers--Data Dictionary
The advisory committee to maintain Z39.7 was formed in fall 2005 and will meet on Thursday, January 19 from 9:30 am-12:30 pm in San Antonio. The committee will meet at ALA Midwinter and Annual Conferences each year on Thursday evenings, 7-9pm. A website has been setup at ALA http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/ansinisoz397/nisoz397.htm .

3.  Public Information Office, Household Survey of Public Library Use

Every two-to-three years ALA conducts a household survey to determine use of and opinions about America’s public libraries.  KRC has been hired to conduct a follow-up study to the one they did in 2003.  The phone survey took place during the first two weeks of January, and we expect to have preliminary results by the end of February.  Release of key findings will be part of the materials prepared for National Library Week.

4.  Rural Public Library Impact Survey 

The ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, the Office for Research & Statistics and the Public Information Office are co-sponsoring a study to determine unique elements for supporting library advocacy initiatives in rural communities. Dr. Bernard Vavrek, Clarion University, administered the survey.  Key findings of the survey will be discussed during the Rural Library’s Task Force meeting on Saturday, January 21st from 10:30-noon.
5.  Funding Issues for Public Libraries

There has long been concern about the status of public library funding.  ORS conducted an online sample survey of public libraries to determine the impact of the recent downturn in the national economy, specifically the public sector, on public library finance.  The research team of Keith Curry Lance and Marcia J. Rodney of the RSL Research Group conducted the preliminary data analysis.  Key findings will be released as part of National Library Week, but early results will be shared with the Board through the Executive Office (Keith Fiels). This study is the first to develop and test a methodology for a “quick” survey system that will be administered in future years to collect relevant data on academic and school library funding.  External funding will be solicited to conduct future studies.

6. ALA Awarded National Leadership Grant to study Library Networks and Cooperatives
In September we were notified that ALA was awarded $239,416 from the Institute for Museum and Library Service (IMLS) for its research proposal “Library Networks, Cooperatives, and Consortia: A Definitional Study and Survey.” This project was one of 41 selected from a total of 259 museum and library requests, and is funded for 2 years beginning November, 2005.  ALA is providing $120,000 in matching support through staff time and related resources.  In partnership with the ALA Office for Research and Statistics (ORS) and the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA), ALA will conduct a research project to carefully investigate and then develop a comprehensive system of knowledge about the universe of library cooperatives. For the first time since 1987, the ALA study will: define the universe of library networks and cooperatives; describe the range of activities of this group; and collect operational level data required to understand library networks and cooperatives' services, staffing, revenues, and expenditures. An advisory committee will meet in San Antonio Friday, January 20th from 2-5pm in the Convention Center room 202-B.  Information about the project is on the ALA website at www.ala.org/lncc.

7. ORS partner in IMLS National Leadership Grant with Florida State University

ALA-ORS was a successful partner with Florida State University School of Information Studies on a grant proposal titled Increasing the Effectiveness of Evaluation for Improved Public Library Decision Making. The project principles will investigate how "best practice" evaluation strategies can demonstrate the value of public libraries to the communities they serve through a web-based instructional, assistive, and management system (Evaluation Decision Management System - EDMS). Additional information about the project is available at http://www.ii.fsu.edu/news_detail.cfm?newsID=24 .

Ongoing projects:

8. Salary Survey

Jenifer Grady, ALA-APA, has taken the lead on this project, working in collaboration with the ALA Office for Research.  The 2006 study will continue the work started in 2005 to collect state-level salary data from a sample of public and academic libraries in the US.  The results of the 2006 surveys, MLS and non-MLS staff, will be available through a subscription-based online search tool.  More information about the salary surveys is available at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/reports.htm and http://www.ala-apa.org/ .

9. Bowker Annual - Research on Libraries and Librarianship 

Each year the Director of the Office for Research is invited to contribute an article on research in libraries and librarianship.  And each year the focus changes slightly.  With permission from Bowker, after its annual publication is available, ALA-ORS posts its article to the ALA-ORS website at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/reports.htm .

