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President-Elect Activities

July – October 2006

After a short breather from the Annual Conference I began to the steep climb up the learning curve to prepare for the role of ALA president-elect and president.  During the summer both Keith Fiels and Liz Dreazen visited Princeton to provide background about issues that I will need to deal with over the next few years.  The lazy days of summer seemed like another lifetime once the calendar turned to September.  Here’s a brief summary of what I’ve been up to in the last few months.

Interviews

Banned Books Week provides an opportunity for many ALA leaders to talk about the importance of preserving our basic freedom to read what we want.  The ALA PIO directed a number of interviews my way including a radio interview with John St. Augustine, print interviews with the South Bergenite (NJ), Gay and Lesbian Times, University of Delaware (student newspaper), Elmhurst Journal (IL), Schnectady Times (NY), Albany News (GA). 

Speaking Engagements

I’ve spoken at a number of events primarily about my presidential initiative (and most recently to respond to where the Annual Conference would be in 2006).  With each presentation I find that I am sharpening my message and learning how to say more with fewer words while still making the point.  If this continues my speech may be no longer than two minutes.  My remarks focus on the need to transform libraries in a way that will make them better tomorrow than they are today.  I offer specific tips on how they can transform their own institutions and how we might as a profession agree on a national library agenda that would fundamentally improve library service.  People seem to be responding well to the message.  I’ve spoken at the Queens Library Director’s Forum, the Connecticut Library Consortium’s Trendspotting Conference, Pratt Institute’s annual Nassar Sharify lecture, and the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce. 

I celebrated my birthday in Washington at the ALA ACLU USA Patriot Act press conference.  This event, designed to draw attention to the flaws in the legislation and to highlight the John Doe gag order in Connecticut, attracted Senator Russ Feingold, Rep. Jerry Nadler and Rep. Bernie Sanders as well as CLA President Alice Knapp and Ann Beeson from the ACLU.  Alice spoke eloquently about the bravery of John Doe who stepped forward to challenge the national security letter in Connecticut.  Ten DC-area librarians with masking tape covering their mouth framed each speaker.  Upon a cue from me, “remove the gag order,” the tape was removed.  Following the press conference we went to the Justice Department to deliver 25,000 petition signatures to Atty. General Alberto Gonzales.  Surprisingly, he declined to meet with us!  After some harassment from the Justice Dept. guard we delivered the petitions to a mail clerk.  

I attended last week’s grand opening at the new ALA Washington Office.  Approximately 300 people attended the open house where they were greeted by a smiling ALA WO staff who proudly showed off their new digs.  The offices are not only comfortable and beautiful but also very functional with lots of space for meetings.  

Appointments

I am working with the Committee on Committees and Committee on Appointments to begin the process of appointing people to various committee openings.  I am now dreaming about spreadsheets of names, geography and skills.  It seems like a daunting task but I am happy to report that we have met our first deadline for recommending members to the Nominating Committee.   The deadline for volunteering for committees is December 5.  

The last few months have been challenging but energizing in a way that I had never imagined.  Although I’ve been an ALA member since 1976 and consider myself well informed about the association, the last few months have exposed me to a side of ALA that most members never see, I’ve gained a new appreciation for the complexity of ALA and its ability to accommodate a wide variety of member needs and interests.  The ALA staff have been absolutely wonderful about keeping me on track, answering all of my questions, listening to my ideas and supporting my efforts.  Thanks to everyone who has made the transition from member to officer so effortless.
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