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This is the first of my reports as president and covers the first quarter of I am sure will be an eventful and ultimately rewarding, year.


The question of the venue for the 2006 Annual Conference has loomed over all ALA activities.  Though it was unresolved in the quarter covered in this report, it is, at the time of writing, about to be resolved.  I have continued to pursue my library education initiative and will report on it fully in my next report.


It has become obvious to me that the general perception of the powers of the ALA president is at sharp variance with the actuality.  I have been asked, as president, to resolve an issue regarding an offensive patron in a public library, to cancel the 2006 Annual Conference, to ensure that the 2006 Annual Conference takes place in New Orleans, to censure the collection development policies of another public library, to admonish a division for holding their conference on a religious holiday, and to do many other things that I had neither the inclination nor the ability to do.


What I can do and have been able to do is visit and participate in a number of meetings, including, in this quarter, the conference of the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals (CILIP) in Manchester, England, at which I gave the keynote speech and was honored with the presentation of my Honorary Fellowship in CILIP; a seminar on library education in developing countries at the Royal School of Librarianship in Copenhagen, at which I gave another keynote speech to the participants in that seminar and a parallel EUCLID (Europe’s ALISE) seminar; the World Library and Information Conference (IFLA) in Oslo; a speech at a North State Library Cooperative System lunch in Eureka, Calif.; the Canadian Metadata Forum in Ottawa, another keynote speech; and LITA National Forum in San Jose, Calif., yet another keynote speech.


I have also had the privilege of speaking to a large number of journalists, radio interviewers, and other gentlemen and ladies of the media, not to mention a ranting talk show host in Colorado.  The hour long interview with the latter generated far more heat than light but was an experience that everyone should have … once.  The publications and programs ranged from the Vermont guardian to the Jornal do Brasil, from the Toledo blade to the Jewish journal, and from All things considered to the Chronicle of higher education.  Topics included Banned Books Week, the USA PATRIOT Act, fotonovelas in Denver Public Library, access to library materials for children and young adults, various funding crises, new library buildings, and Google’s march to world domination.

I continued to make appointments to ALA, Council, and ALA-APA committees in this quarter, and look forward with no pleasure at all to that process casting a shadow over my final three presidential quarters.

I wish to acknowledge all the help and advice I have received (and look forward to receiving in the future) from Keith Fiels, Mary Ghikas, Liz Dreazen and all members of the ALA Governance Office, Diedre Ross, Michael Dowling, and others among ALA’s exemplary and extraordinarily effective staff.

All the above ALA activities have taken place while my library moved its million-volume-plus main collection to a remote place and all our staff into one of the three buildings it occupies, in preparation for demolition of the other two and erection of a splendid new building on their site.  The specter of “value engineering,” which is New Speak for cost-cutting, has haunted our planning and led to an immense amount of work for all involved. These are times that try our souls and I am very grateful to the staff of the Henry Madden Library for their support and hard work.

Michael Gorman

October 2005   
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