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BACKGROUND:
Media relations activities for the past quarter (Annual Conference to the end of September) have focused in several main areas:

· USA PATRIOT Act

· Book Challenges and Banned Books Week

· Library Card Sign-up Month

· Library Funding

Since our last report to the Executive Board, ALA’s clip service returned more than 240 articles including mentions of the ALA, representing a circulation of approximately 92 million readers, or 230 million impressions.

Attachments

Summary

In addition to annual media campaigns supporting Library Card Sign-up Month and Banned Books Week, PIO organized a media day in Washington, D.C., for ALA President Michael Gorman to discuss key library issues with national media outlets.  Gorman met with the D.C. reporter of the Fresno Bee, Governing magazine, Reuters, Cox News Service, the Chronicle of Higher Education, USA Today and the Washington Post.  He also was a guest on the Lehrer News Hour discussing Harry Potter and reading.

With American Libraries and the Chapter Relations Office, PIO also has been working to increase awareness of how libraries have been affected by Hurricane Katrina and how they are helping evacuees.  National Public Radio, Money magazine and Chicago’s Daily Herald all ran stories.

Interest in the PATRIOT Act has greatly increased with the release of the ALA law enforcement study in June and the Connecticut librarian who has sued to have the gag order lifted so that he can talk about his experience with a National Security Letter request for library records.  The ALA responded with a letter to the American Legion magazine’s story: “Libraries of Terror.”
Environmental scan – favorability and negative coverage

Hurricane Katrina

National Public Radio: 'Adopt a Library' to Rebuild Gulf Coast Collections

Money Magazine: “Disaster strikes. Now what?”

Daily Herald: “Colleagues rally to aid libraries on Gulf Coast”
PATRIOT Act

Positive:

New York Times: “Excessive Powers” (editorial)

Sunday Oregonian: “Right of privacy still one for the books” (editorial)

Philadelphia Daily News: “The ‘Patriots’ in Washington” (editorial)

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Library snooping: Ripping pages from the book of civil liberties” (editorial)

Hartford Courant: “Keep Big Brother At Bay” (editorial)

Tennessean: “Bolster privacy standards” (editorial)

Sunday Patriot-News (Harrisburg, PA): “Patriot Act needs checks and balances” (editorial)

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Patriot Act foes gain a toehold” (column)

Times Union (Albany, NY): “Reading numbers: Government accounts of invoking Patriot Act powers are at odds with numbers provided by libraries” (editorial)

Kansas City Star: “Legislation was wrong then and worse this time around” (column)

AMERICA (NY, NY): “The Patriot Act and Civil Liberties” (editorial)

East Valley Tribune (Mesa, AZ): “Subpoenas of library patrons’ data unnerving” (editorial)

Neutral:

Reuters Online: “Interview – US library leader questions Patriot Act”

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: “Librarians hushed about FBI visits via Patriot Act”

New York Times: “Plaintiffs win round in lawsuit on Patriot Act”

Hartford Courant: “Librarians resist act’s secrecy”

New York Times: “F.B.I., using Patriot Act, demands library’s records”

Associated Press: “Lawsuit filed to block FBI access to library records”

Washington Post: “Library challenges FBI request”

UPI: “Obama favors Patriot Act search limits”

New York Times: “At Stake in the Court, the Use of the Patriot Act to Get Library Records”

New York Times: “Connecticut Librarians See Lack of Oversight as Biggest Danger in Antiterror Law”

Hartford Courant: “Patriot Act Gets Qualified Approval”

Philadelphia Inquirer: “Debate on renewal of Patriot Act has civil tone”

Record (Hackensack, NJ): “9/11 hijackers may have used WPU computers”

Washington Post: “Gonzales earns praise, despite lack of policy change”

Negative:

American Legion magazine: “Libraries of Terror” (opinion)

Record (Hackensack, NJ): “The Patriot Act is working – don’t mess with it” (column)

Washington Examiner (Virginia Edition): “The right to not be blown up” (editorial)

Post and Courier (Charleston, SC): “Restore tool in terror war” (editorial)

Total: 50 clips, reaching more than 20 million people.

Banned Books Week and book challenges

Positive:

Detroit Free Press: “When books don’t open” (column)

Birmingham News: “Exercise your freedom to read” (column)

Washington Post: “An open-and-shut case”

The Book Standard: “Kicking off Banned Books Week: Celebrating the freedom to read”

Associated Press: “Book’s religious theme rankles Pa. County”

Indianapolis Star: “Open season on writers”

Salt Lake City Weekly: “Read No Evil”

Southern Voice: “Closing the Books”

FAB: “Banned in the USA”

St. Petersburg Times: “Library display’s organizer wants the books to be found”

Outword (Sacramento, CA): “Hold On to Your Brain! The crusade to ban “gay” books picks up steam across America”

Dallas Morning News: “Harry earns his wings”

Patriot-News (Harrisburg, PA): “Church invites wizard on journey into Bible”

Neutral:

Associated Press: “Challenges to Library Books on the Rise”

Newsweek: “Books Out of the Closet and on the Shelf”

New York Times: “A Town’s Struggle in the Culture War”

Pages magazine: “Extinguishing book burners” and “Ricochet effect”

Pillar (Salt Lake City): “Gay books & publications under attack nationally”

Mountain Express: “When princes kiss”

St. Petersburg Times: “Gay pride policies alarm librarians”

Record (Hackensack, NJ): “Mother, school at odds on book”

USA Today: “Controversy colors teen book”

Express (Wilton Manors, FL) and Washington Blade (Washington, DC): “Federal bill restricts access to gay books”

Negative:

Oklahoman: “House OKs restriction of gay-themed books”

Total: 27 clips, reaching more 10 million people.

Library Card Sign-up Month

Sacramento Bee: “In Internet Age, libraries prosper”

Sun-Sentinel: “In Internet Age, libraries prosper”

Gay Chicago: “National Library Card Sign-up Month”

Indianapolis Star: “Library urging residents to sign up for free cards”

Happenings Magazine: “Hungry for knowledge: check out your public library”

Loveland Herald: “Smart cards now available at all branch libraries”

Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch: “Library: Get carded in September”

Mountain Times: “Library provides free access to world of knowledge”

Brush News Tribune: “September marks Library Card Sign-up Month”

Town Times: “Invest in ‘smart card’ during September Library Card Sign-up Month”

Total: 10 clips, reaching nearly a million people

Library Funding

Positive: 
Ladies’ Home Journal: “Save your public library”

Orange County Register: “Where would we be without libraries?” (column)

Democrat and Chronicle: “Libraries in jeopardy” (editorial)

Indianapolis Star: “Libraries rewriting role in community”

Cincinnati Enquirer: “Save library culture”

San Jose Mercury News: “Library lover to move in protest”

The Roanoke Times: “We (heart) libraries: Make the most of them”

Progressive: “Save the Library”

Neutral:

St. Paul Pioneer Press: “Two libraries might close”

AP New York State Report: “Libraries squeezed by cities’ other costs”

Total: 9 clips, reaching more than 5 million 

Libraries and librarians in the news

Positive:

Kansas City Star: “End tale of censorship” (editorial)

Boston Sunday Globe: “A Catalog of Needs” (editorial)

Wired Magazine: “Will the Internet put public libraries out of business”

Washington Times: “Answers at their fingertips: Technology changes job of librarian”

Providence Journal (Providence, RI): “Get information smart at your local library”

Salt Lake City Weekly: “Hear No Evil: The downtown library adjusts its campaign for more quiet, embracing the noise”

Boston Globe: “The never-ending stories”

Chicago Tribune: “Don’t bother saying ‘Shush!’”

Utne: “The New Monastic Librarians”

Black Issues Book Review: “Library as a Legacy”

Neutral:

New York Times: “College Libraries Set Aside Books in a Digital Age”

Futurific Magazine: “Libraries Becoming Computers”

USA Today: “How the states stack up in circulation”

AP Financial News: “Library Materials Given to Search Engines”

Kansas City Star: “Library board vote could regain spotlight”

Chicago Tribune: “Library card? Check. Fingerprint? Really?

Mixed:

Utne Magazine: “Knowledge for Sale: Are America’s public libraries on the verge of losing their way?”

Boston Globe: “Larceny at the Library”

Chicago Tribune: “The story of a map quest, a notable dealer’s arrest – and now, a Chicago twist”

Vanderbilt Magazine: “The Infinite”

Negative:

Boston Magazine: “Turning the Page”

SUN (Baltimore, MD): “Overdue books can cost more than just a fine”

USA Today: “Bookmobiles lose speed”

Kansas City Star: “Library ‘bill of rights’”

Kansas City Star: “Library board”

AP High Tech: “Ill. Library Getting Fingerprint Scanners”

Total:  40 clips, reaching more than 18 million 

Reading

Newsweek: “Waiting for Harry”

Redbook: “Summer rest, relaxation and reading”

Chicago Sun-Times: “Must-reads”

Kansas City Star: “Read by example”

Pioneer Press: Wide variety of books available for young adults” (op-ed)

San Diego Family Magazine: “Summertime learning and achievement”

Charlotte Parent: “Keep summertime learning top of the list”

Iowa Parent: “Summer school is not the only place kids can learn this season”

Total clips: 17, reaching more than 14 million

Miscellaneous

San Diego Reader: “Be Well-Informed @ your library”

Tampa Tribune: “Librarians find fault in gay pride stance”

Associated Press: “Details on Google services”

Popular Science: “Saving your set”

PC World: “Software licenses: Fight for your rights”

Denver Business Journal: “Entertainment empire strikes (out) yet again”

