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ALA Membership

ALA's official membership as of August 31, 2005, was 66,075, including 61,731 personal members; 4,065 organization members; and 279 corporate members.  Membership grew by 1,976 in FY 2005, an increase of 3.08%.  Personal members grew by 3.54% and corporate members by 14.81%.  Organization membership decreased by 4%. 

The largest group of members are regular members (38,567), followed by students at 9,615.  There are 928 library support staff members in this first year of counting this category of membership.

Hurricane Relief Efforts

ALA continues to work on hurricane relief efforts on a number of fronts.  Thanks to a follow up appeal from President-elect Leslie Burger to President Michael Gorman's initial appeal for donations, ALA has received $75,000 from personal members, corporate members, libraries, and friends groups. The money ALA raises will be passed onto the Chapters in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

As a result of the efforts of the Public Information Office, the Chapter Relations Office was able to highlight the need to rebuild the libraries on a recent segment of the NPR program ‘Day to Day’. The New York Times will also be including the ALA Hurricane Library Relief Fund in an upcoming piece on other places to donate to help with hurricane recovery efforts.

Over 250 libraries around the country have signed up to 'Adopt a Library.'  So far the Chapter Relations Office has matched up 100 of these libraries with libraries in the Gulf region that have asked for help.  Special fundraising efforts are being set up for specific libraries, including a bar in Pennsylvania which will be raising money for the New Orleans Public Library.

The Washington Office has been pushing for federal funds to assist in rebuilding libraries, using information supplied by the state libraries, the Chapter Relations Office, and statistics from the Office for Research and Statistics.

ALA is involved with other efforts including those of academic libraries (ALA Councilor Peter McDonald has taken a lead role here) to assist the recovery of academic libraries in the region - especially the historically black colleges and universities - through material replacement, database subscription relief, etc.

Teen Read Week 2005: 

By the end of September YALSA had over 4,500 registrants for Teen Read Week, which more than triples the number of registrants last year.

Two Teen Read Week celebrations are planned.  On October 19, Glendale, CA, Public Library’s Central Library location (outside of Los Angeles) will feature wrestler and official Teen Read Week spokesperson Rey Mysterio and author Ron Koertge.  YALSA president Pam Spencer Holley will be present. On the same day, Brooklyn Public Library’s Central Library will feature official Teen Read Week spokesperson and actor Q’orianka Kilcher and author Jacqueline Woodson.  YALSA’s Immediate Past President, David Mowery will be present.

Sponsorships for this event are increasing.  YALSA has tripled its donations over last year by procuring $24,000 in cash donations and an estimated $36,000 in in-kind donations.  

To learn more about Teen Read Week, please see www.ala.org/teenread. 

Amicus Briefs Supporting "John Doe"

The American Library Association and the Freedom to Read Foundation joined with the Association of American Publishers and the American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression to file two amicus briefs in support of the Connecticut ALA member who is challenging Section 505 of the USA PATRIOT Act with the support of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).  Both briefs support the ACLU's motion to lift the FBI gag order imposed on the ALA member so that he or she can participate in the public debate as Congress prepares to reauthorize or amend the PATRIOT Act in the coming weeks. 

One brief has been filed with the Second Circuit Court of Appeals, which is considering the government's appeal of District Court Judge Janet C. Hall's earlier ruling lifting the gag order.  The second brief, filed before Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the U.S. Supreme Court, sought an emergency order to lift the gag order during the appeal.  Last Friday, October 7, Justice Ginsburg denied that motion, saying that a decision concerning the constitutionality of the secrecy requirement imposed by the PATRIOT Act "warrants cautious review."  

Oral arguments on the appeal pending before the Second Circuit Court of Appeals will be heard on November 2, 2005.

ALA Advocacy Resource Center

ALA’s new Advocacy Resource Center is currently under construction. The redesigned and reformatted site will feature curricula to be used for training on subjects such as advocating for public libraries, academic libraries, school library media centers, getting bond and referenda issues passed, and giving effective budget presentations. An online collection of articles and Web sites will supplement these curricula. ALA hopes that the new site can become a primary resource for advocates in libraries of all types.

Other new features include a tutorial for new library advocates, entitled Getting Started, an Advocacy Institute syllabus for future trainings, as well as links to statistics and reports from the Office for Research & Statistics (ORS), and ACRL’s and AASL’s advocacy pages. The site will continue to house key initiatives such as the ALA Strategic Plan for Advocacy, the Library Funding Web site, advocacy publications including the new Action Kit, Key Messages and Best Practices database, links to ALTA’s Advocacy Registry, Washington Office’s Take Action Legislative Center, and the Campaign for America’s Libraries, as well as links to state and regional chapters.
The Advocacy Resource Center is scheduled to launch prior to the ALA 2006 Midwinter Meeting and will be accessible under www.ala.org/issues&advocacy. 

Member Journey

A special ALA task force has been evaluating the communications currently issued by ALA and units to members concerning their membership and ALA activities.  A revised new member welcoming program has been developed to include more information on “how to get the most out of your membership.”  In addition to an expanded welcome kit that is mailed with the membership card, a series of emails that provides instructions for accessing web resources, news and our e-lists, along with communications at specific touch points throughout the first two years of membership will be issued. The goal is to dramatically improve the new member experience and help new ALA members become more involved in the association. 

For returning personal members, several new print and email acknowledgements are underway, including anniversary letters, a member keep-in-touch program, an expanded life and continuing member relationship program, and useful informational e-mailings that highlight ALA projects about grant opportunities, legislative activity, and breaking news.  Organizational members will receive decals and certificates acknowledging their status as an ALA Member Library to display in their libraries.  Student members will be contacted during the spring to verify summer mailing addresses and ensure receipt of member benefit publications.  

Next steps include evaluating division and round table member welcome kits as needed.  Best practices from within ALA and the wider association community will inform the type of materials we will send to each unit’s new and returning members.   

Rural Libraries Campaign to Get Underway in 2006 

The Campaign for America's Libraries and the ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services are collaborating on a new initiative to assist rural libraries in conducting advocacy efforts in their local communities.  ALA’s Public Information Office (PIO) and Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS) were awarded a $10,000 ALA-World Book Goal Award to support the development of key messaging and a new @ your library toolkit for rural libraries.  This summer and fall, Clarion University’s Center for Rural Librarianship has been conducting a “Rural Libraries Impact Survey” to assess perceptions of rural libraries and the value they hold for their users.  Focus groups have been conducted to help identify key issues and concerns.  Based on this research, messages, tools and resources will be developed this fall and previewed at the 2006 Midwinter Meeting.  A rural library advocacy toolkit will be developed in the spring, and the program will be formally “launched” at the ALA Annual Conference in June 2006.  

ACRL Announces Debut of New Weblog, ACRLog  

The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) is pleased to announce the debut of its new weblog, ACRLog.  The new blog will offer not only conference reports and news items, but also a team of bloggers whose members are no strangers to voicing their opinions, tackling controversial issues, and writing about the value academic librarians bring to their academic communities.  It can be found at www.acrlblog.org, and unlike many blogs, ACRLog invites contributions from those interested in academic and research librarianship.  Guest commentaries, contributed conference reports, perspectives from ACRL chapters, and opinions about the latest trends and issues can all be shared within this blogspace. ACRLog's aim is to discuss the issues of the day in the field of academic and research librarianship.  The team of bloggers is passionate about academic librarianship and hopes to encourage thinking more deeply about the professional issues that impact librarians, libraries, the user community, and academic librarianship.

ALCTS Establishes Task Force on Non-English Access

The Task Force on Non-English Access will examine ALA’s  past, present, and potential future roles in enabling access to library resources in all languages and scripts and in addressing the needs of users of materials in all languages and scripts through the development of library standards and practices.  This task force was created to address resolutions that came before Council at ALA Annual in Chicago.

In particular, the Task Force will examine the actions of three groups—the interdivisional Committee of ALCTS, LITA, and RUSA on Machine-Readable 

Bibliographic Information (MARBI), the ALCTS Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA), and the ALCTS Committee on Cataloging:  Asian and African Materials (CC:AAM)—which are related to non-English language resources, and their roles in encouraging and facilitating access to materials in all languages and scripts.  The Task Force will also examine efforts by online vendors and bibliographic utilities to facilitate balanced access to non-English language materials within their areas of responsibility.

The Task Force’s report will include information on access to non-English language materials in library records, catalogs, online systems and bibliographic utilities, as well as recommended actions for ALCTS to consider for encouraging timely development of non-English language material access and support.

Beth Picknally Camden of the University of Pennsylvania Libraries is Chair of the Task Force.

ALA OFFICES/DEPARTMENTS 

ALA Editions
Books Published in September, 2005

· Kenneth Crews – Copyright Essentials For Librarians and Educators, ed. 2
Booklist
Booklist Online

Development work continues on Booklist Online (BOL)—a state-of-the-art web site and subscription database that will assist collection development and readers’ advisory librarians as well as offer entertaining and enlightening reading and research opportunities to library patrons and general readers.  The first demonstration of BOL, held during the 2005 Annual Conference, was a rousing success, with librarians and publishers standing in line for a first look at the site’s smart design, dynamic links, and powerful search engine.  A more advanced version of the site was demonstrated more recently at the AASL National Conference in Pittsburgh.  Booklist plans to launch BOL by early 2006.

Office for Accreditation 

(OA)

Online Directory of ALA-Accredited LIS Programs
The Office for Accreditation has implemented a searchable online Directory of ALA-accredited LIS programs utilizing the database capabilities of the Content Management System.  The Directory is now searchable by State or Canadian Province; by various distance education options; by School Library Media Teacher certification tracks; by schools that also offer a PhD, other master's degrees, post-master's certificates, and bachelor's degrees; and by institution.

Research for Mapping Core Competencies

Research has been conducted to map current LIS curricula and the rank of the faculty teaching it, to the core competencies developed by the First Congress on Professional Education.

Office for Intellectual Freedom

(OIF)

Law for Librarians

The Office for Intellectual Freedom will present "Law for Librarians," an invitation-only training session on intellectual freedom and the law, April 4-6, 2006, at the Allerton Hotel, Chicago.  A train-the-trainer workshop, “Law for Librarians,” is designed to reach librarians in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  Attendees will learn about the role of law as it pertains to intellectual freedom in libraries, the importance of establishing clear policies protecting the rights of library users, and the necessity of having a good working relationship with legal counsel.  They also will receive training to develop and present workshops in their home states.  Funding has been provided by the Ford Foundation.

 Public Information Office 
(PIO) 
Campaign for America's Libraries

The Campaign for America's Libraries partnership with Woman's Day Magazine (circulation 4 million) ended 2005 by selecting winners of an editorial initiative entitled, Find your family at the library.  More than 1000 readers submitted entries, one of the largest responses to a contest in the magazine’s history.  The contest asked readers to tell the magazine's editors "why they would like to research their family tree at the library..." The winning entries, selected by the editors of Woman's Day and the ALA Public Awareness Chair, will appear in the March 2006 issue.

Coverage of AASL 12th National Conference

The American Association of School Librarians 12th National Conference in Pittsburgh, October 6-9, received wide press coverage.  The Pittsburgh Post Gazette preview story of October 3 was picked up by the Scripps Howard News Service and run in several newspapers around the country.  The Post-Gazette subsequently ran two more stories focused on conference programs and themes. ALA President, Michael Gorman; AASL President, J. Linda Williams and Allegheny County Library Association Executive Director, Marilyn Jenkins also met with the Post-Gazette Editorial Board regarding library funding and the value

of libraries.  Three radio stations aired interviews with a conference spokesperson, as did a local television station.

  
 

ALA DIVISIONS 

 
American Association of School Librarians 
(AASL)
AASL National Conference

The AASL 12th National Conference and Exhibition in Pittsburgh, PA, October 6-9, closed with 3,883 registrants (librarians, exhibitors and guests) – an 11% increase from the 2003 conference in Kansas City.  The exhibit floor was sold out, as were many ticketed events, including several school tours; the Taste of Pittsburgh cultural tour; the Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater tour; the Dinner with the Local Librarian, a boat cruise on the three rivers and the Author Banquet with Chris Crutcher, with over 600 attendees.  

The Opening General Session Keynote speech was delivered by Coach Ken Carter, famous for banning his championship basketball team from the gym and holding “practice” at the school library so the kids could raise their failing grades.  

Many concurrent sessions drew overwhelming attention, with people standing and sitting on the floor to have a chance to participate.  Technology was a major focus of the more than 100 sessions presented at the conference. Several programs focused on Internet searching—with Google™ or in the "hidden Web"—and teaching how to navigate the growing information jungle.  Two sessions highlighted the use of blogs in instruction, learning and connecting with teens.    

Vendor programs and author signings (with Sharon Flake, Jerry Spinelli, Susan Campbell Bartoletti, John Green, Doug Wilhelm, and more) were quite successful, as were book discussions of Chris Crutcher’s Whale Talk at the One Book One Conference, where over 50 people gathered at 7 a.m. to join in the talks.

Copies of the conference newspaper, the AASL Advocate as well as a link to the conference blog can be found at: http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/conferencesandevents/national/2005pittsburgh.htm 

Association of College and Research Libraries 

(ACRL) 

ACRL One-Shot Webcasts

ACRL began offering one-shot Webcasts in July.  These one hour to one-and-a-half hour Webcasts provide low-cost, no-travel-required professional development opportunities that require a limited time commitment.  Webcasts have been offered on designing academic library Web sites and blogging in the academic library environment.  A Webcast on the e-reference interview is scheduled for November.

ACRL Announces Theme and Seeks Presentations for 13th National Conference 

"Sailing into the Future - Charting Our Destiny" will be the theme of ACRL's 13th National Conference to be held in Baltimore, March 29 - April 1, 2007.  Conference programs will emphasize the need for academic and research librarians to anticipate and prepare for transformations in the profession, and will encourage innovative ways to create and implement change.  

ACRL's National Conference Executive Committee invites proposals for the conference.  As the premier educational event for academic and research librarians, the conference brings together more than 2,000 librarians and related professionals, and recognizes that the field for academic and research librarians is challenging, exciting and continually evolving.  The committee invites proposal submissions for contributed papers, panel sessions, preconferences, workshops, poster sessions, and roundtable discussions.  Complete details about the conference, including the Call for Participation, are online at www.acrl.org/baltimore. 

ACRL Seeks Applicants for Institute for Information Literacy Immersion '06 Program

ACRL seeks applicants for its national Immersion Program to be held at Simmons College in Boston, July 28 - August 2, 2006.  Acceptance to the Immersion Program is competitive; participation is limited to 90 individuals.  The deadline for application is December 2, 2005.  Immersion '06 will be 4½ days of intensive training and education for academic librarians.  Immersion '06 will provide academic librarians with the intellectual tools and practical techniques to help build or enhance institutional instruction programs.  Complete details about the program and application materials are online at www.ala.org/acrl/events. 

ACRL Announces Kara Malenfant as New Scholarly Communications and Government Relations Specialist

ACRL is pleased to announce the hiring of Kara Malenfant as the division's Scholarly Communications and Government Relations Specialist.  Malenfant worked at DePaul University in Chicago and brings six years of experience as a reference librarian and history bibliographer.  In her new role, Malenfant will work with librarians in all types of academic libraries to foster new forms of scholarly communication that are more responsive to the needs of the academy.  She will serve as an advocate for academic libraries and will work with other library and scholarly organizations to bring about positive change in the system of scholarly communication.  She will coordinate ACRL's legislative initiative, developing strategies to influence legislation affecting academic and research libraries.  Within ACRL, she will provide staff support for the Scholarly Communications Committee, the Scholarly Communications Discussion Group, the Government Relations Committee, the Research Committee, and the Advocacy Coordinating Committee.
ACRL Workshops @ ALA Midwinter Meeting 

ACRL is offering the following four workshops at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio, Texas, on Friday, January 20, 2006.  Advance registration is available through December 9, 2005.  

· Assessing Information Literacy Outcomes

· Assessment in Academic Libraries:  Using the ACRL Standards for Continuous Evaluation

· Creating a Marketing Plan for Your Academic and Research Library

· Thinking Outside the Library:  Building Collaborative Partnerships with Student Services 

Complete information about these workshops can be found online at http://www.ala.org/acrl/events
 

Association for Library Collections & Technical Services 
(ALCTS)
New Midwinter Workshop Announced

A new ALCTS Midwinter workshop, SCCTP Advanced Serials Cataloging (Condensed Version), will be held on Friday, January 20, prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio.  Lisa Furubotten, Head, Serials Cataloging, Associate Professor, Texas A&M University, will serve as instructor.

This workshop is not on the ALA registration form, but registration information is available on the ALCTS web site at http://www.ala.org/alcts/events or by contacting Julie Reese at jreese@ala.org. The Registration deadline is December 30th.  The fee for this workshop is $195 for ALCTS members; $245 for ALA members; $295 for nonmembers; and $100 for students

The Advanced Serials Cataloging Workshop is an in-depth course on cataloging practices applied to original cataloging of serials according to CONSER guidelines.  While the course focuses on printed serials, the instructions are applicable to serials in any format.  The workshop is designed for people who have at least taken the Basic Serials Cataloging Workshop or who have been catalogers for more than one year and are familiar with MARC tagging and fundamental concepts of cataloging.  While attendees who do not have this background may find parts of the workshop useful, the instructors will not have sufficient time to review basic cataloging concepts or MARC record structure, etc.

RDA Open Forum at ALA Midwinter Meeting 

ALCTS will sponsor the next in a series of open forums about the new cataloging rules:  RDA, Resource Description and Access.  Formerly AACR2002, the next revision of the rules is a huge undertaking with many structural and functional changes.  The ALCTS web site and the ALCTS Newsletter Online will have more information about time and location.  The Open Forum is sponsored by the Cataloging and Classification Section of ALCTS, its Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access, and the Joint Steering Committee for the Revision of AACR.

New Travel Grant

Sage Publications has increased its support for the Library Support Staff Travel Grant to attend the ALA Annual Conference in 2006.  Response was so overwhelming for the grant last year, which was the first year the grant was offered, that Sage agreed to award six grants this year, up from three previously.  Application information is on the front page of the ALCTS web site, www.ala.org/alcts.

Association for Library Service to Children  
(ALSC) 

2006 Midwinter Workshop

ALSC will hold its first Midwinter workshop on Friday, January 20, 2006.  “The Fun and Facts of Early Literacy: Communicating with Parents and Caregivers Through Storytime” will be conducted by Saroj Ghoting, early childhood literacy consultant and Pamela Martin-Diaz, Branch Manager, Allen County (Indiana) Public Library, Shawnee Branch.  The workshop will focus on enhancing and developing storytimes incorporating research, information, and activities promoting early literacy development based on the Every Child Ready to Read @ your library® project.

ALSC’s New @ your library Public Awareness Campaign

An online advocacy campaign survey was available for the ALSC membership to submit input during August with a deadline of September 1, 2005.  Approximately 728 individuals responded.  Six hundred seventy-five respondents (93%) expressed interest in participating in the campaign when asked, “Would your library participate in this campaign?”
El Día de los Niños/El Día de los Libros (Day of the Child/Day of the Book) 

As the national center for El Día de los Niños/El Día de los Libros (Day of the Child/Day of the Book), ALSC continues to coordinate with other national organizations to promote Día, including REFORMA—the National Association to Promote Library and Information Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking.  The annual celebration takes place every April 30.    

Through a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, ALSC is working to encourage inclusion of all cultures, languages and books in the Día celebration.  The formation of a National Advisory Committee is underway.  As of August 31st, seven individuals have accepted the invitation to serve on the committee.  The individuals are Oralia Garza De Cortes (Chair), Malore I. Brown, Kathleen T. Horning, Pat Mora, Aimee Strittmatter, Kathryn Toon, Rose Treviño.

Resources for Children and Their Parents and Educators Dealing with the Hurricane Katrina Tragedy

In September, the ALSC Quicklists Committee created a booklist of resources for children, parents and educators in response to Hurricane Katrina.  This list of resources was added to the ALSC website under “Resources” - “Dealing with Tragedy” and to ALA’s website under their Libraries and Hurricane Katrina page.

Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 
(ASCLA) 

Online Learning

Through an arrangement with the Southeast Florida Library Information Network (SEFLIN), ALA members will soon be able to purchase high quality technology training and management courses from Element K® at affordable prices.  All courses are Web based and easy to access using a personal computer and the Internet.  More than 1,500 courses will be available on January 20, 2006 on office productivity, business fundamentals, and computer related topics.  The contract with SEFLIN was arranged by ASCLA.  For more information visit: 
" 

www.libraryelearning.org/ala.


Interface on the Web

The fall issue of ASCLA’s newsletter, Interface, is now available on the website at: http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclapubs/interface/currentedition/currentedition.htm  The theme of the issue is library accessibility and universal design.  Included among the essayists are Barbara Mates, Cleveland Public Library, “Building Blocks of Adaptive Technology: It’s Not Just About Hardware and Software;” Mimi McCain, Phoenix Public Library, “Goal of Special Needs Center in Phoenix is Equal Access;” and Marilyn Irwin, School of Library and Information Science, Indiana University, “Section 508 and Libraries.”

 

Library and Information Technology Association 
(LITA)
LITA National Forum 

Over 300 library and information technology specialists and aficionados gathered in San Jose, California for the LITA National Forum www.lita.org/forum05, September 29 - October 2, 2005.  During the Forum, Karen Schneider led a group of volunteers reporting on the Forum through the LITA Blog www.litablog.org.  Complete program copy will be available on the LITA Web site www.lita.org.  

Regional Institutes 

On October 28, 2005 Ron Gilmore presents the XML and Libraries Institute in Philadelphia.  PALINET is co-sponsoring the Institute.

In November, Susan Gibbons will present Establishing an Institutional Repository in Atlanta on November 8 (cosponsored with SOLINET) and in New York on November 21 (cosponsored with Metro).  For more information, please see 
" 

http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litaevents/litaregionalinst/litaregional.htm


Midwinter Workshops

User Centered Design: Design and Usability will be presented by David Lindahl and Brenda Reeb for the first time in San Antonio.  This can be a two-day workshop covering both design and usability or a single day workshop for those who are only interested in design or for those only interested in usability.

Technology Showcase

The Technology Showcase panel of LITA members has completed the review of vendor proposals and provided Conference Services with a ranked listing for this popular event at Midwinter.

Public Library Association

(PLA)
First "Results Boot Camp” Held in September

PLA held its first "Results Boot Camp" in Salt Lake City, September, 19-23.  More than 50 enthusiastic registrants from across the country, representing all sizes of libraries, learned how to put the contents of the five Results series books together to create and execute strategic plans for their libraries. The Boot Camp was designed to provide management training and skills not currently being taught in library school.  The PLA "Results" books are ALA Editions bestsellers.
Implementing for Results: From Ideas to Action Held in Chicago

On October 3-7 in Chicago, PLA hosted a week long train-the-trainer event that also encompassed a one-day workshop for non-trainer librarians on Implementing for Results: From Ideas to Action. The one-day attendees learned skills needed to use their existing strategic plans as blueprints for change.  The 21 trainers, all of whom have been trained in other Results management strategies, learned about the issues to be considered when evaluating and selecting activities, allocating and reallocating resources, and implementing and monitoring action plans.  They were trained in how to help others understand those issues and to develop the skills they need to implement their strategic plans.
 

Reference and User Services Association 
(RUSA)
Genealogy @ the Alamo

The History Section of RUSA is hosting a one-day educational Institute, “Traces and Trails of the Genealogy of the Southwest,” on January 20, 2006.  The Institute will be held at The Alamo, and will cover the history of the Cherokee Trail, Natchez Trace, Trail of Tears, stagecoach routes and more.  Attendees will also receive a tour of the archives and special collections of The Alamo.  For more information, please see http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/rusamw/premidwinterinstitutes/pmwinstitutes.htm  

Web Policies

The RUSA Board of Directors approved policies for the RUSA Website.  The policies are available on the Website at: http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaourassoc/guidetopoliciesandproced/rusapubsb/rusawebpolicy.htm.  The policies include provisions for dealing with challenges to content on the website.
Young Adult Library Services Association

(YALSA)
YALSA's Response to Katrina 

In response to Hurricane Katrina, YALSA embarked on a number of activities.  The Booklist Taskforce created a list relating to disaster and survival.  The YALSA Office compiled a list of web sites relating to helping teens cope with tragedy and adapted a resource from the State Library of Louisiana to create “Serving Teen Evacuees in Libraries.”

YALSA Board members contacted YALSA members in affected areas to check on their status and offer assistance(to date, not all of them have been reached). YALSA’s President, Pam Spencer Holley, was invited to write an article for School Library Journal describing YALSA’s hurricane relief efforts.  

The resources are in YALSA’s online Professional Development Center at 
" 

www.ala.org/yalsa


Membership 

YALSA is the fastest growing division in ALA.  Between July and August, YALSA added 83 new members, which brings total membership to 4,727.  The percent increase over this time last year is 10.88%.  

Power Up With Print Institute

The Idaho State Library licensed this Institute from YALSA for three separate professional development events, September 15,16 & 19.  YALSA Board Member, Francisca Goldsmith, was the presenter.

Teens and Technology Institute and Video Gaming Night 

As of the end of September, YALSA had 20 registrants for the Teens and Technology Institute and Video Gaming Night as a combined event.  16 people signed up just for the gaming night, and 7 people registered for just the institute. 

The Institute will explore how teen literacies such as reading, writing, and communicating are expanding and changing via technologies like chat, IM, blogs, text messaging, wikis and more.  The Video Gaming Night will let attendees experience the world of video games via demonstrations and hands-on play with all types of devices including gaming consoles and handheld devices.  Demonstrators will be available to offer assistance and answer questions.

Publications

Best of the Best Pamphlet: An updated pamphlet of the 100 best books for teens will be sold through ALA Graphics beginning with the 2005 holiday catalog.
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