EBD #12.62
2006-2007

TO: ALA Executive Board

RE: EBD#8.0, 2005-2006, ALA School Libraries Task Force recommendation

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT:
Report: Study of state policies concerning the classification of school librarians

and the user of NCES definitions for local (state-based) reporting of
finances and budget.

ACTION REQUESTED BY:
None,

CONTACT PERSON: Denise M. Davis, Director, ALA Office for Research & Statistics
dmdavis@ala.org

DRAFT OF MOTION: N/A
DATE: May 11, 2007

BACKGROUND:
At the recommendation of the School Libraries Task Force to “Conduct annual survey of

state oversight agencies regarding expenditures, certification requirements, and state
laws” , the ALA Executive Director, Keith Michael Fiels requested the ALA Office for
Research & Statistics (ALA-ORS) work with the American Association of School
Librarians (AASL) Executive Director, Julie Walker, and staff from the ALA Chapter
Relations Office to develop a questionnaire and gather information from state education
agencies identified by AASL membership knowledgeable about state laws, policies,
standards and guidelines related to school library media programs. The work was
conducted by Chapter Relations staff and was funded by the ALA Executive Director,

Keith Michael Fiels.

The questionnaire and the responses are attached with this memo. The findings are most
relevant for the school library community and will be formatted fo a pdf document and
posted on the AASL websile.

Annual updating of this information was recommended by the Task Force; however,
funds were not allocated to ALA-ORS in its FY2008 budget to support this work.

Attachments:
1. School Library Media Staffing: State Laws, Policies, Standards and Guidelines
questionnaire

2. Responses by state



School Library Media Staffing: State Laws, Polices, Standards and Guidelines

We are contacting you as the individual at your state education agency knowledgeable about
School Library Media matters. On behalf of a Presidential Task Force of the American Library
Association we are contacting each state to gather information about state laws, policies,
standards or guidelines governing school library media programs (school libraries).

There are only a four (4) questions (below), and we appreciate your taking the time to complete
them. If the information is available online (e.g., on a state education agency website), please
melude the links.

Please return your responses to Erika Johnson (gjohnson@ala.org) no later than Friday, April 27,
2007. 1f you have questions, please contact me directly by email or phone (3 12) 280-2429. If
you are not the best person to complete these questions, please forward this message to that
individual and copy me on it so I have that email address for follow-up.

1. Are there any laws, policies, standards, or guidelines for pre-K and K-12 school library
media centers, programs, services and/or staffing in your state?

a. Yes
b. No _

c. If yes, please list the laws, policies, standards or gnidelines and provide citations
(and links to online documents), or include the full text of them below.

i. School library media centers, programs or services
1, School library media center staffing

2. Are there certification requirements for school library media specialists employed in pre-
K or K-12 schools in your state?

a. Yes
b. No _

c. If yes, please provide citations (and links to online documents), or include the full
text of the law, policy, standard or guideline for each staff level listed:
1. Master’s degreed (NCATE or ALA-accredited programs)

ii. Bachelor’s degreed plus state certification (state certification is considered
a sequence of courses the state requires that results in a certificate to work
in a school library media center)

i, Bachelor’s degreed no state certification



iv. Paraprofessional certification program (library technical assistants (LTA),
etc.)

3. Are there funding requirements for school library programs in your state?

4. Yes
b. No

c. Ifyes, is there a formula for funding (e.g., per student enrolled, etc.)?
Please provide citations (and links to online documents), or include the full text of

the law, policy, standard or guideline.

4. Is there anything else you would like to share with us about credentialing of school
library media specialists, or about school library media programs in your state that we
have not asked about?

Name of person completing questionnaire:
Email:
Telephone:

Thank you for taking the time to provide us this information!
Send responses to:
Erika Johnson
Chapter Relations
American Library Association
50 E. Huron Street
Chicago, IL 60611
ejohnson(@ala.org (312) 280-2429
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