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 Attachments


Summary document

The following projects were underway between January–May 2006:

1. Member Demographic Survey

The American Library Association (ALA) started collecting member demographic information on May 3, 2005 in a voluntary online survey. Analysis of responses will occur with each 3,000 responses. The most recent article is on the ORS website at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/KeepOutTheHairDye.pdf . 

There were 7260 responses as of May 2, 2006. The survey is located at http://www.ala.org/memberdemog and will remain online until the questions can be moved to the online membership renewal module.

2. Maintenance Agency for National Information Standards Organization (NISO) Z39.7, Information Services and Use: Metrics & statistics for libraries and information providers--Data Dictionary
The advisory committee will meet at ALA Midwinter and Annual Conferences each year on Thursday, June 22nd from 7-9pm. The project website is http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/ansinisoz397/nisoz397.htm .

3. Public Information Office, Household Survey of Public Library Use

Every two-to-three years ALA conducts a household survey to determine use of and opinions about America’s public libraries.  The 2006 survey findings are available at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/2006KRCReport.pdf and detailed presentation slides at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/KRC_Detailed_Slides.pdf .

4. Funding Issues for Public Libraries

There has long been concern about the status of public library funding.  ORS conducted an online sample survey of public libraries to determine the impact of the recent downturn in the national economy, specifically the public sector, on public library finance.  Preliminary findings were released in an AL Direct (the online member publication), and are online at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/FundingIssuesinUSPLs.pdf .  ALA is in discussions with a private foundation to conduct a modified version of the survey over the next three years (2006-2009).

5. Library Networks, Cooperatives, and Consortia study
The baseline study is complete and preliminary findings will be presented to the project advisory committee on Friday, June 23rd.  The project has defined the universe of library networks and cooperatives and collected information about a range of functions.  It is from this data set that the second, more detailed, survey will be designed. That survey will collect operational level data required to understand library networks and cooperatives' services, staffing, revenues, and expenditures. A directory database is in development and will be linked to the project website, www.ala.org/lncc. An environmental scan is underway and will be posted to the project website when completed.

6. Diversity Counts

ALA-ORS contracted with Decision Demographics (Stephen Tordella) to do detailed analysis in the 1990 and 2000 Census PUMS files by industry (library), type of library, race/ethnicity, age, and gender.  The summary report has been delivered to ORS and additional cross-data analysis will occur throughout the summer.  The final report (table detail, secondary analysis and interpretation, etc.) will be released at the Joint Conference of Librarians of Color (JCLC) in October 2006.  http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/jointconferenceoflibrariansofcolor/jclc2006.htm
A website will be developed and hosted by ORS for the “Diversity Counts” project.

Ongoing projects:

7. World Book Award

April 18, 2006      World Book - ALA Goal Grant recipient named
CHICAGO - The American Library Association (ALA) is proud to announce that the Office for Research and Statistics (ORS) is the winner of the 2006 World Book - American Library Association (ALA) Goal Grant Award. ORS is honored for its proposal "Public Library Service to the Nation's Linguistically Isolated: An Analysis Using the Public Library Geographic Database and US Census Data 2000." 
ORS will work in partnership with the ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS), the Office for Diversity (OFD), and the Public Programs Office (PPO). The award, consisting of a $10,000 grant donated by World Book, Inc., is given to ALA units for the advancement of public, academic or school library service and librarianship through the support of programs that implement the goals and priorities of the ALA.
8. Salary Survey

Jenifer Grady, ALA-APA, has taken the lead on this project, working in collaboration with the ALA Office for Research.  The 2006 survey of non-MLS staff is complete, and the MLS salary survey is in its final stages.  The data will be available through a subscription-based online search tool.  An article about the supplemental questions on compensation packages is available through the APA publication Library Worklife. More information about the salary surveys is available at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/reports.htm and http://www.ala-apa.org/ .

9. Bowker Annual - Research on Libraries and Librarianship 

Each year the Director of the Office for Research is invited to contribute an article on research in libraries and librarianship.  And each year the focus changes slightly.  With permission from Bowker, after its annual publication is available, ALA-ORS posts its article to the ALA-ORS website at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/reports.htm .

10. NCES Academic Library Survey 

The 2006 Academic Library Survey will launch in fall 2006 and remain open through February, 2007.  The ALA ORS staff assists NCES and Census staff in administering the survey. http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/statsaboutlib/statisticsabout.htm 

11. The Future of Librarian in the Workforce Study

ALA ORS Director serves on advisory committees to this project. This is a two-year study sponsored by the Institute for Museum and Library Science (IMLS) that will identify the nature of anticipated labor shortages in the library and information science (LIS) field over the next decade; assess the number and types of library and information science jobs that will become available in the U.S. either through retirement or new job creation; determine the skills that will be required to fill such vacancies; and recommend effective approaches to recruiting and retaining workers to fill them. The study will result in better tools for workforce planning and management, better match of demand and supply, and improved recruitment and retention of librarians. The study is led by Dr. José-Marie Griffiths, Dean of the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and includes researchers from the University of Pittsburgh, Syracuse University, the Special Libraries Association (SLA), the Association of Research Libraries (ARL), and the American Society for Information Science & Technology (ASIS&T).  http://libraryworkforce.org/tiki-index.php 
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