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ALA Hurricane Relief Efforts
The ALA Hurricane Katrina Library Relief Fund has raised $350,000 so far to help hundreds of libraries that were damaged or destroyed by hurricanes in the Gulf Coast region.  Annual Conference attendees can donate on-site at the ALA Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund Booth in the ALA Services area, or by purchasing a Bash ticket (a portion of proceeds this year will go to the Hurricane Fund).   
Nine-hundred Conference attendees have signed up to participate in “Libraries Build Communities” service projects.  These volunteers will help aid 22 libraries, schools, colleges, and community organizations in and around New Orleans.  ALA is participating with lead sponsor Highsmith, Inc. on an extreme makeover of the Children’s Resource Center, an historic Carnegie branch of the New Orleans Public Library (NOPL).  Award-winning children’s book illustrator Susan Guevara also will paint a mural based on her book "Chato and the Party Animals."  The ribbon-cutting for the library will take place on Tuesday, June 27 at 3:30 p.m.
“Beyond Words” Grant

Beyond Words: the Dollar General school library relief fund began accepting applications on April 17 and has received over 60 applications to date.  The first round of recipients will be announced at the 2007 Annual Conference in New Orleans.  Funded by discount retailer Dollar General, the fund will allow the American Association of School Libraries to provide $800,000 in grants to public school libraries affected by disaster, including those that opened their doors to significant numbers of new students displaced by last year’s hurricanes.  The application and guidelines are available online at http://www.ala.org/aasl/disasterrelief
Advocacy for rural, native and tribal libraries 

The Committee on Rural, Native and Tribal Libraries of All Kinds will unveil a new toolkit for its advocacy/outreach effort to help libraries with populations of under 10,000 promote their value to key audiences including library boards, policymakers and the public.  Thanks to a $10,000 World Book Goal Award, research took place in the summer and fall of 2005 to assess perceptions of rural and small libraries. That research was used to develop the new toolkit of resource materials that libraries can adapt locally. Toolkit materials are available in print and online at www.ala.org/rural.  A Rural Advocacy @ your library Progress Update will take place on Saturday, June 24, during the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans. OLOS and Campaign staff will also be presenting at the Joint Conference of the Association of Bookmobile and Outreach Services and the Association of Small and Rural Libraries in the fall. 

Sara Jaffarian Award

A new award will recognize and promote excellence in humanities programming in elementary and middle school (K-8) libraries.  The Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award has been named after Sara Jaffarian, who has made a donation to ALA’s Cultural Communities Fund in order to establish the award.  The Award will be given annually to a school library (K-8, public or private) that has conducted an exemplary program or program series in the humanities.  The winning school library will be given a $4,000 award as well as a plaque recognizing their achievement. Award funds will support the purchase of programmatic materials and/or the development of additional programming by the school library. Awards will be made by a selection committee comprising ALA members, including representatives invited from the Public and Cultural Programs Advisory Committee (PCPAC) of the ALA Public Programs Office and the American Association of School Librarians (AASL).

Funds donated for the establishment of the Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award will support the ALA Cultural Communities Fund, an endowment established to provide long-term support to help all types of libraries bring communities together through cultural programming. Per the terms of a 2003 Challenge Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), funds donated to CCF will be matched by the NEH on a 1 to 3 basis. For more information about the Cultural Communities Fund, visit www.ala.org/ccf.

The first Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award will be given in 2007.  Further details, including application information, will be announced in this fall and posted online at www.ala.org/publicprograms.  

PLA’s Planning for Results Service Responses to Be Revised

The PLA Results Service Responses have been a core element of the PLA planning process for a decade.  However, there have been significant changes in the way people use libraries in the past 10 years and the Service Responses have become increasingly dated.  The information in the OCLC report The Perceptions of Libraries and Information Resources underscores the need to review and revise the Service Responses to ensure that the PLA planning process remains relevant to public librarians and boards across the country. 

New Service Responses will be identified through an open process that allows all interested librarians to participate, either in person or via the Web.  The process will begin with two open meetings during the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  Those who cannot attend one of the two open meetings in New Orleans will be able to participate in the revision of the Service Responses through a Web page that will be established by PLA in August 2006.  Proposed revisions of each of the Service Responses will be posted to the Web page and librarians will be encouraged to send their comments and suggestions.  The final draft of the Service Responses will be presented at an open meeting during the 2007 Midwinter Conference in Seattle.

Content Management System

Agreement with Duo Consulting has been signed and Serena Collage® has been licensed.  Duo and ITTS staff are meeting weekly to discuss issues that arise during the discovery phase, which is well underway.  Duo Consulting has run several test conversions of the data and reports excellent results.  The new servers have been purchased and installed.  The first meeting of the implementation team (a recasting of the RFP task force) was held on May 23rd to update and discuss issues that have occurred.  As part of the conversion, ITTS staff will begin converting all Access databases currently in use on the website to tables in an SQL database, or to individual SQL databases, depending on their complexity.
Online Communities 

There were 156 online communities in the system by April, and use of the system continues to grow.  A group of participants in the Library 2.0 “boot camp” project has taken on the use of the online communities system (OC) as a way to enhance member participation in the organization.  Another Library 2.0 group has proposed encouraging new members to become active in a community as a way of improving the “initiation” experience of new members.
Web Improvements

Extremely high traffic continues to occur on weekdays; the “peak” period now appears to be 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Contracted bandwidth has been increased to 10 megabits per second (Mbps). 

An RFP for a usability assessment was drafted and reviewed by the Website Advisory Committee (WAC), and six proposals have been received for a usability study of the ALA website.  The proposals are being reviewed by the Web Editorial Board and the WAC.  A decision is expected in mid June. 

The Web Editorial Board met with staff from the Governance Office and the Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) in May to discuss the placement of Council and Executive Board documents on the website.  It was agreed that the Council and Board secretariats would place all official Council and Board documents in a single directory with a document inventory as “cover page.”  Guidelines and recommended practices will be developed. 

Blogs for AASL, OLOS, ALCTS, Mary Ghikas, Andrew Pace (American Libraries columnist) and Membership have been created.  

Options are being investigated for installing Wiki software locally.   

ALA OFFICES

ALA Editions

ALA Editions Books Published March 2006 – May 2006

· Vardell, Sylvia.  Poetry Aloud Here!: Sharing Poetry with Children in the Library.   


· Maxwell, Nancy.  Sacred Stacks. 








· Neely, Teresa. Information Literacy Assessment: Standards-Based Tools, Surveys and Best Practices.



· ALSC. The Newberry and Caldecott Awards 2006: A Guide to the Medal and Honor Books ed. 2006.   



· Baumbach, Donna and Linda Miller. Less is More:  A Practical Guide to Weeding School Library Collections.






 .
Booklist Online

The recently launched Booklist Online is being well received, and is already showing signs of becoming an indispensable tool for libraries (especially in the areas of collection development and readers' advisory) and a valued resource for their patrons, who can make use of the database via remote access.  Users are enjoying following the life of a book reviewer in the blog "Likely Stories," and as of June 23 will be able to participate in the interactive Booklist Book Club with discussions led by Booklist editors and contributors. 

ALA Publishing is pleased to be providing the New Orleans Public Library with a free system-wide subscription to Booklist Online for the coming year to help the staff as they go about rebuilding and restarting their programs.  

ALA Library

Knowledge Management System

At the beginning of National Library Week, ALA Information Technology and Telecommunications Services (ITTS) and the ALA Library launched the ALA Knowledge Management System (KMS), using products from SydneyPlus International.  Training classes were held throughout the month.  Plans are underway for Phase II, to include unit and individual space, as well as remote access. 


The initial launch included the OPAC, a few web links, and the entire content of the former ALA Intranet, which the system has replaced.  With 10 weeks of further development, KMS now features a searchable staff directory; a training calendar with downloadable handouts; searchable access to HR policies and forms, membership reports, conference planning forms, etc.  The "virtual library" side of the KMS provides the OPAC, a dynamic listing of newly cataloged books, a dynamic listing of currently received serials, categorized web links on topics of interest to ALA staff, links to key ALA blogs, and access to a number of databases, including Booklist Online.  ALA's implementation of the KMS has been reported to SydneyPlus Users Group meetings in Minneapolis and London, as well as to the Medical Library Association and the Special Library Association.  Plans are underway to add a virtual reference component that will dynamically build the Frequently Asked Questions page on the ALA website and a combined calendar. 
Chapter Relations Office 

ALA Taxpayer Bill of Rights Website

The Chapter Relations Office has created a resource website to assist Chapters in their efforts to stop Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TEL/TABOR) legislation which would threaten library funding.  The website is 
http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/chapters/tabor/tabor.htm 

Development Office 

Library
Library, a new publication for potential corporate and foundation funders, portrays libraries as a key community partner in community growth and development.   Library has been sent to:

· All Library Champion members

· Key foundations including: Ford Foundation, Gates Foundation, The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, The H.W. Wilson Foundation and The Verizon Foundation.

· Key corporations including: The Carnegie Corporation, Walgreen’s, Logitech and Verizon

· All Legacy Society members

· A select list of individuals, politicians, authors and companies highlighted in Library. 

The response to Library has been positive and enthusiastic. ALA Exhibitors who are not yet Library Champion members will also receive a copy of Library along with  information on the benefits of membership.

New Library Champions Logo

The Development Office will be introducing the new Library Champions logo at the Annual Conference in New Orleans.  The new logo builds upon the previous logo, retaining the champion figure in addition to adding the phrase ‘Investing in America’s Libraries.’  This new visual identity of the Library Champions constituency represents ALA’s commitment and focus on corporate partners as catalysts for advocacy.  The entire Champions program will be reevaluated in relation to its goal to recruit more Library Champions and retain current donors to the campaign.   

New Prospects

Research continues on contact names and addresses for the 162 “socially responsible companies” approved by the Board in January.  

Development has also worked with the Office of Research and Statistics on a grant proposal to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in support of the ‘Funding Issues in U.S. Public Libraries’ project.  This research project will help determine the impact of public library funding changes within and between fiscal years (FY) 2004, 2005, and 2006, and which services were most heavily affected. Gates has also initiated conversations with a number of key leaders in the ALA to discuss how best we might partner on future projects as part of the second phase of their U.s. Libraries Program. 

Development is also working with Paramount Pictures to secure their potential sponsorship of Teen Read Week; to discuss the development of national pubic service announcements, and to discuss the possibility of their supporting National Library Week.  

Conversations continue with the Target Corporation on their interest in “El día de los niños/El día de los libros”, and representatives will attend the Newbery-Caldecott Banquet during Annual Conference. 

International Relations Office

ALA Provides 30,000 Children’s Books to Iraq 

Thanks to a $20,000 grant from Working Assets and the Tides Foundation, ALA was able to help the children in Iraq this spring with the delivery of 30,000 children’s books.  The International Relations Office and the Near East and South Asia Subcommittee teamed with Alia Muhammad Baker, the librarian of Basra who saved large portions of her own collection at the start of the war, on the selection and purchase of books in Arabic from a local publisher in Baghdad.  Despite the challenges in Iraq, the books have been delivered to public libraries in six of the 18 provinces, with plans to deliver more books (in Arabic and Kurdish) to the other provinces during the next phase of the project. 

Office for Accreditation 

Standards Revisions

At the Spring Meeting in April, COA reviewed the Standards Revision Subcommittee's draft revisions of the 1992 Standards.  Revisions were based on the recommendations of the external Standards Review Committee Report (2002 report), available from http://www.ala.org/accreditation.  A draft revision of the Standards for Council, Executive Board, and other constituent comment is in preparation to be released for discussions during the 2007 ALISE Annual Conference and during the ALA 2007 Midwinter Meeting.
Office for Diversity 

ALA Office for Diversity Releases First Study of the Spectrum Scholarship Program

On June 20, 2006 the ALA Office for Diversity will release the study, "Bridging Boundaries to Create a New Workforce:  A Survey of Spectrum Scholarship Recipients" surveying the first six Spectrum Scholar Cohorts (1998-2003).  Dr. Loriene Roy of the University of Texas served as Principal Investigator.  The study analyzes the responses of over 160 current and former Spectrum Scholars to a detailed, 84-question survey.  The study, which reveals the program's retention rates, perceived effectiveness, and the employment status of former participants, will be published on the Office for Diversity website.  A draft version is currently available by contacting OFD director, Tracie Hall at thall@ala.org.


Committee on Diversity Announces Multi-goal Fundraiser for Annual 2006

Annual Conference 2006 will mark the launch of the "$d Campaign" or "Dollars for Diversity," a joint effort of ALA's Committee on Diversity, Diversity Council, and Spectrum Advisory Council, designed to support Association diversity initiatives and to help rebuild communities devastated by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The “$d” will be an ongoing campaign.  Conference attendees will be asked to donate $1 (or $2 to receive a commemorative bracelet) to the campaign.  Proceeds will be used to support existing programs and to fund new initiatives such as the following:

· Purchase of multicultural resources for libraries in areas affected by Katrina/Rita
· Development of a Conference/Travel grant for a paraprofessional from an underrepresented background to attend the Annual Conference

· Seed money for doctoral level LIS scholarships for individuals from diverse backgrounds.   

The “$d - Dollars for Diversity” table in New Orleans will collect the $1 contributions.  To make online contributions and to purchase "$d Campaign" merchandise, please visit 

" 

http://www.ala.org/ala/diversity/ofdmerchandise/ofdstore.htm.



Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment 

LibraryCareers.org

New promotional items have been developed to increase awareness of the web site, LibraryCareers.org.  These include new bookmarks, a banner for use at conferences and career fairs, pens, posters and mouse pads. A new double-sided bookmark promotes both LibraryCareers.org and JobLIST. Members of the Recruitment Assembly will also be presenting a poster session at Annual Conference in order to demonstrate the use of the website.

Mentoring Web Site

HRDR has been working with ITTS and Production Services to develop the next component of the website, which involves mentoring.  This area, in concept, will allow library workers to use a web form to input information about themselves and their jobs.  Individuals looking for information on different types of jobs in libraries will be able to do searches and find information about job specifics.  Contact information will be provided to allow interested individuals to actually talk to someone working in a library.

Office for Literacy and Outreach Services 

 “Reaching Out to Serve Older Adults” Preconference

“Reaching Out to Serve Older Adults:  The Why and How of Excellent Library Service,” a preconference of the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS), continues a series of recent programs and activities focusing on older adults since Midwinter 2005 and with a RUSA Committee in planning for the 2005 White House Conference on Aging (WHCOA).  The two-day preconference, on June 22 & 23, 2006 in New Orleans, addresses a stated need of library staff serving older adults for new tips and tools on planning, implementing, evaluating and advocating for local services to older adults. The preconference will review the recommendations of the ALA WHCOA Forum and make recommendations for next steps by the Association.  

“Parade of Bookmobiles”

The “Parade of Bookmobiles” at http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/outreachresource/servicesbookmobile.htm continues to grow as an online service to and resource for rural and other public libraries.  The site, developed in cooperation with the Association of Bookmobiles and Outreach Services (ABOS), allows libraries to view existing bookmobile schedules, travel patterns, programs and services, and even the specifications of the vehicles, as guides for their own benefit.  About one-fifth of the nation’s reported bookmobiles have URLs on the site.   Tena Wilson, North Canton (OH) Public Library, will introduce a handbook for new bookmobile services at a program, “Our New Bookmobile Has Arrived!  Now What Do W Do,” on June 25, 2006 at ALA’s Annual conference in New Orleans.  The Parade of Bookmobiles furthers ALA’s support of rural libraries and library systems services to underserved populations.  

OLOS Celebrates 35th Anniversary

OLOS will celebrate thirty-five years of activity within the association on Monday, June 26, with Jazz and the 2006 Dr. Jean E. Coleman Library Outreach Lecture by Dr. Carla Hayden, 2003-04, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, MD.  Virginia Mathews, ALA honorary member, will be recognized for her support of the office.  Ms. Mathews initiated discussion about the establishment of OLOS in 1967.  The program will be held at the Hilton Riverside New Orleans, Versailles Ballroom from 7:30 to 10:00 am. 

Joint Conference of Librarians of Color (JCLC)

OLOS continues its support of The Joint Conference of Librarians of Color (JCLC), scheduled for October 12-15, 2006 in Dallas, TX.  The conference, sponsored by five associations of librarians of color, all ALA affiliates, will feature 100 work and plenary sessions and events, a Placement Center, and multiple opportunities for networking for those serving communities of color across the country.  More than 10 exhibitors are expected to join the conferees. 

Office for Research and Statistics 

Member Demographic Survey 

ALA started collecting member demographic information on May 3, 2005 in a voluntary online survey.  Analysis of responses will occur with each 3,000 responses.  The most recent article is on the ORS website at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/KeepOutTheHairDye.pdf  There were 7260 responses as of May 2, 2006.  The survey is located at http://www.ala.org/memberdemog and will remain online until the questions can be moved to the online membership renewal module. 

Public Information Office, Household Survey of Public Library Use 

Every two-to-three years, ALA conducts a household survey to determine use of and opinions about America’s public libraries.  The 2006 survey findings are available at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/2006KRCReport.pdf and detailed presentation slides at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/KRC_Detailed_Slides.pdf . 

Funding Issues for Public Libraries 

There has long been concern about the status of public library funding.  ORS conducted an online sample survey of public libraries to determine the impact of the recent downturn in the national economy, specifically the public sector, on public library finance.  Preliminary findings were released in an AL Direct (the online member publication), and are online at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/FundingIssuesinUSPLs.pdf .  ALA is in discussions with a private foundation to conduct a modified version of the survey over the next three years (2006-2009). 

Library Networks, Cooperatives, and Consortia Study 

The baseline study is complete and preliminary findings will be presented to the project advisory committee on Friday, June 23rd.  The project has defined the universe of library networks and cooperatives and collected information about a range of functions.  It is from this data set that the second, more detailed, survey will be designed.  That survey will collect operational level data required to understand library networks’ and cooperatives' services, staffing, revenues, and expenditures.  A directory database is in development and will be linked to the project website, www.ala.org/lncc.  An environmental scan is underway and will be posted to the project website when completed. 

Diversity Counts 

As part of ALA's efforts to understand the diversity of the profession, both in terms of member response to the ALA demographic study and how individuals reported themselves in various national studies, the ALA Office for Research and Statistics has contracted for a detailed analysis in the 1990 and 2000 Census PUMS files by industry (library), type of library, race/ethnicity, age, and gender.  The summary report has been delivered to ORS and additional cross-data analysis will occur throughout the summer.  The final report (table detail, secondary analysis and interpretation, etc.) will be released at the Joint Conference of Librarians of Color (JCLC) in October 2006.  http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/jointconferenceoflibrariansofcolor/jclc2006.htm 

A website will be developed and hosted by ORS for the “Diversity Counts” project.

World Book Award 

The Office for Research and Statistics (ORS) was the winner of the 2006 World Book - American Library Association (ALA) Goal Grant Award for a study of "Public Library Service to the Nation's Linguistically Isolated:  An Analysis Using the Public Library Geographic Database and US Census Data 2000." 

ORS will work in partnership with the ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS), the Office for Diversity (OFD), and the Public Programs Office (PPO).  The $10,000 award from World Book, Inc., is given annually to ALA units for the advancement of public, academic or school library service and librarianship through the support of programs that implement the goals and priorities of the association. 

Salary Survey 

Jenifer Grady, ALA-APA, has taken the lead on this project, working in collaboration with the ALA Office for Research.  The 2006 survey of non-MLS staff is complete, and the MLS salary survey is in its final stages.  The data will be available through a subscription-based online search tool.  An article about the supplemental questions on compensation packages is available through the APA publication Library Worklife.  More information about the salary surveys is available at http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/reports.htm and http://www.ala-apa.org/ . 

NCES Academic Library Survey 

The 2006 Academic Library Survey will launch in fall 2006 and remain open through February, 2007.  The ALA ORS staff assists NCES and Census staff in administering the survey. http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/statsaboutlib/statisticsabout.htm  

Public Information Office 

Campaign for America’s Libraries 

The Campaign for America’s Libraries launched the fifth year of its partnership with Woman’s Day magazine in April during National Library Week with 10 public and community college libraries hosting writers workshops.  In May, Woman’s Day magazine concluded its latest editorial initiative that asked its women readers to write in about how the library had changed their lives.  Over the course of three months, more than 1,500 stories from library lovers across the country were received – the largest number of entries ever received for a Woman’s Day/ALA outreach effort.  Four of those stories will be featured in the March 2007 issue.  Also in April, the Campaign and its newest Founding Partner, the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, kicked off a new baseball literacy program called “Step Up to the Plate @ your library.”  Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith was secured as the program spokesperson and helped roll out the new initiative at the St. Louis Public Library and Busch Stadium.  To date, more than 1,100 libraries have registered for the program, which runs until September 1. 

State of America’s Libraries Report

During National Library Week, the ALA launched the first State of America’s Libraries report, which will continue to be used in media relations efforts. Placements to date include the New York Times, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and online stories on WEHT, FOX 21, KAIT, KWWL, WTKR, WACH, WIS 10, WFIE, WQAD, WHO, WTNZ and Crain’s Chicago Business. Other media relations efforts for the past quarter have focused on National Library Week, the launch of Beyond Words: the Dollar General school library relief fund, the Public Library Association’s 11th National Conference, the 10th anniversary of El día de los niños/El día de los libros, and the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans. 


Advocacy and PIO Programs at Annual Conference 2006

During the ALA Annual Conference, the Public Information Office in collaboration with the ALA Public Awareness Committee, will be sponsoring a pre-conference and three programs.  On Friday, June 23, the Advocacy Institute will be geared toward providing strategies and advocacy resources to library professionals, Friends, trustees and advocates at the state and local levels. Library Advocacy Now! Training: Speaking Up and Speaking Out about the Hard Issues will take place on Saturday June 24, offering tools to help reframe and refine key messages and techniques for dealing with tough questions.  The Annual PR FORUM entitled Marketing is Everyone’s Job @ your library®  will take place on Sunday, June 25 and focus on "word-of-mouth marketing."  On that Sunday afternoon, Jim Gates, Library Director at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, will present Shades of Glory: The Negro Leagues and the Story of African-American Baseball.  Gates will review African-American baseball from 1860 to date focusing on a recently-completed research project involving libraries nationwide.  The Campaign for America’s Libraries, in coordination with the ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services and the Committee on Rural, Native and Tribal Libraries of All Kinds, is hosting a Rural Advocacy @ your library® Progress Update on Saturday, June 24, to introduce a new toolkit of materials to help libraries with populations of under 10,000 advocate more effectively in their communities. 

 

For more information:

Advocacy Institute:  http://www.ala.org/ala/issues/advocacyinstitute.htm
PR FORUM: http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/PRForummarketing.htm  
Shades of Glory: http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ShadesofGlory.htm  

Rural Advocacy @ your library: http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Newadvocacytoolsrural.htm 
Public Programs Office 

181 Libraries Selected for Great Stories Club Reading and Discussion Grant

In May, the Public Programs Office and YALSA selected 181 libraries to participate in the Great Stories Club, a book discussion program targeting troubled teens.  In October 2005, ALA received an Oprah's Angel Network Book Club Award for $50,000 to provide funding for this program.  Participating libraries will hold programs May 15 – November 15, 2006. For a list of participating sites and their partner organizations, visit www.ala.org/greatstories. 

New Theme Announced for 2006/2007 We the People Bookshelf Grant

During the upcoming ALA Annual Conference, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the ALA Public Programs Office will officially announce the theme of the 2006/2007 We the People Bookshelf.  This year, the theme will be the “Pursuit of Happiness” and 2,000 public and school (K-12) libraries will be selected to receive the grant.  Applications will be accepted online from September 5, 2006 through January 30, 2007. 

Titles for the We the People Bookshelf on the “Pursuit of Happiness” will be selected by NEH, in consultation with PPO staff and members of ALSC and YALSA.  They will be announced in September.

New Themes, Grant Deadlines Announced for Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature
The ALA Public Programs Office and Nextbook are pleased to announce new Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature reading and discussion grants for public and academic libraries.  The new application deadlines will fall in January 2007 and 2008.  Two new themes will be introduced and programming grants to libraries will be increased from $1,000 to $2,500.  In addition, repeat participants will have the option to apply to conduct two consecutive programs, for a total grant of $5,000.

The new themes are Neighbors: The World Next Door and Modern Marvels: Jewish Adventures in the Graphic Novel.  For a list of related titles and application information, visit www.ala.org/publicprograms. 

PPO Conference Programs

The Public Programs Office will conduct six programs during the ALA Annual Conference, focusing on arts and humanities programming for libraries.  Programs include:

· We the People Bookshelf Project

· Media that Matters – Using Film and Video to Engage Your Community

· Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature – Identity and Imagination

· Cultural Programming: One Stop Shopping

· From Poetry in the Branches to Branching Out: A New Life for Poetry in Public Libraries

· PRIME TIME FAMILY READING TIME: The Channel for Success.  

PPO will also present sixteen authors and poets on the LIVE! @ your library Reading Stage, Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.  The stage is located in aisle 200 of the exhibit hall, beside the PPO exhibit in booth #231.  For program descriptions, speakers, reading schedules and author biographies, visit www.ala.org/publicprograms. 





ALA DIVISIONS

American Association of School Librarians 

AASL at ALA Annual Conference

AASL will present two preconferences and a variety of educational programs at the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  “Transforming Your Program Through Advocacy” preconference will supply information and resources to enable participants to conceptualize advocacy and create long-term action plans.  “Impacting Student Learning:  Best Bang for the Buck” preconference will enable school library media specialists to reinterpret their approach to budgeting in order to maximize the collection's impact on learning.  AASL President's Program, “The Flattening of the Web” will feature David Warlick who will discuss the “flattening world” and what knowledge is necessary to prosper in the “flatter” environment.  Other AASL programming will address the issues of collaboration, assessment, cataloging and more.  AASL's Awards Luncheon will celebrate this year’s best of the best in the school library media field and feature young adult non-fiction authors Ann Bausum and Sue Macy.  For more information AASL programs in NOLA see http://www.ala.org/aasl/annual.

AASL 13th National Conference

AASL has launched its 13th National Conference & Exhibition, “The Future Begins @ your

Library,” web site:  http://www.ala.org/aasl/reno.  AASL is now accepting program and exploratorium proposals for the conference, to be held October 25-28, 2007 in Reno, Nevada.  The AASL National Conference Committee encourages members of the school library media community to submit proposals to showcase ideas, research, developments and vision about the future of school libraries to be shared with conference attendees during more than one hundred, 75-minute, peer-reviewed, concurrent sessions and the Exploratorium (2-hour session with learning stations for browsing).
“Get Out the Vote” increases voter turnout

39% more AASL members voted in the 2006 ALA election than last year.  Following the "Get Out the Vote" campaign launched by AASL in early spring, AASL experienced the highest voter turnout in 5 years with  2,178 members voting.  AASL designed a "Get Out the Vote" campaign in response to its new Strategic Plan's Influence within ALA goal that states: "Increase AASL member involvement in ALA leadership."
AASL Position Statement on Instructional Classification

In May 2006, AASL Task Force on Instructional Classification developed a position statement on Instructional Classification of School Library Media Specialists to voice support for the inclusion of certified school library media specialists as part of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) definition of "instructional" school staff and services.  AASL's Board of Directors appointed the Task Force on Instructional Classification during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in January, in response to the concerns of members over the proposed "65% solution" legislation. 
Association of College and Research Libraries 

ACRL Programs at the ALA Annual Conference

ACRL will offer 24 "must see" programs at the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  Hot topics include advocacy, collections in post-Katrina New Orleans, copyright, diversity, grant writing, information literacy, licensing, privacy, publishing, staffing, student-centered services, and more, beginning Saturday, June 24 at 8:00 a.m. through Monday, June 26.  Complete program information is now available on the ACRL Web site at http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlevents/acrlatannual/ACRLannprog.htm.  Questions? Contact Megan Bielefeld, ACRL Program Coordinator, at mbielefeld@ala.org. 

RBMS Preconference on Libraries, Archives, and Museums

The ACRL 47th Annual RBMS Preconference, Libraries, Archives, and Museums in the Twenty-First Century: Intersecting Missions, Converging Futures? to be held June 20-23, 2006 in Austin, Texas is sold out.  Due to popular demand the meeting room capacity of 350 participants has been met.  This is the largest preconference RBMS has ever organized.  Grateful acknowledgement goes to the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) for providing support for the conference, a large portion of which is funding 30 attendance scholarships for new and aspiring professionals.

ACRL, CNI, and EDUCAUSE Joint Virtual Conference a Success

ACRL partnered with CNI and EDUCAUSE to offer its first completely online conference, “Innovate and Motivate: Next Generation Libraries,” April 20-21, 2006.  Registration for the two-day conference was 254. The conference was a success, with the evaluation indicating: 77% of respondents rated the quality of the conference as “above average” or “stimulating” (the two highest ratings); 85.3% were likely/very like to recommend this conference to a colleague; and 85.4% were likely/very likely to recommend this type of online learning to a colleague. Conference participants commented that one of the main reasons they liked participating in this type of online learning was they could attend from their desks, were able to avoid travel costs associated with face-to-face conferences, and could access all the conference sessions via the archives. 

Updated CLIP Note Published:  Managing Student Employees in College Libraries
This is the third edition of the popular CLIP Note, compiled by Michael D. Kathman and Jane M. Kathman, and much has changed since the second edition.  There are a number of new laws such as the USA Patriot Act and privacy laws, increased computerization, as well as new issues in managing student employees that have emerged since 1994.  This CLIP Note is based upon new information received from a survey about hiring and student management practices that was completed by over 150 practicing librarians across the country.  Included is a selection of documents illustrating policies for all aspects of student employment including job descriptions, application forms, employment agreements, and orientation.  General policies and procedures cover subjects such as expectations, dress codes, emergencies, training, and dismissal procedures.  Excerpts from four sample handbooks are also included.  For more information, see the ACRL publications web site at http://www.ala.org/publications.  

ACRL Announces 2007 Best Practices in Marketing Academic and Research Libraries @ your library® Award
ACRL is proud to announce the 2007 Best Practices in Marketing Academic and Research Libraries @ your library® award.  Sponsored by the ACRL Marketing Academic and Research Libraries Committee and funded by Springer, the award will be made to the academic/research library in each category (community college, college, and university) that demonstrates an outstanding best practices marketing program.  All winning libraries will receive a plaque and $2,000 in prize money.  The awards will be presented at the 13th ACRL National Conference in Baltimore, Maryland, March 29 - April 1, 2007.  Complete details, including sample materials from the 2005 award winners, are available in the Awards Section of the ACRL Web site: www.ala.org/acrl.  Questions regarding submission procedures should be directed to Megan Bielefeld, (800) 545-2433, ext. 2514, (312) 280-2514, mbielefeld@ala.org.
ACRL Announces Speakers for 13th National Conference

Michael Eric Dyson will open the ACRL 13th National Conference.  He is an Avalon Foundation Professor in the Humanities and Professor of Religious Studies and Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania and one of the nation’s most renowned public intellectuals.  In his 13 books, he takes on controversial issues including racial conflict, black identity and most recently, the political and racial fallout from Hurricane Katrina.  He will discuss the impact generational disputes and differences have on higher education including the way students learn, the way faculty teaches, and the development and application of new technologies. Filmmaker John Waters will speak at the Keynote Luncheon on Friday.  He is known for films that push the boundary of conventional propriety and censorship.  One of his more mainstream films, Hairspray was turned into a hit Broadway musical that swept the 2003 Tony Awards.  Mr. Waters will talk about influences on his creative work, both those individuals from the film and entertainment field and the places, people, and culture of his hometown, Baltimore.  Complete details about the conference are online at www.acrl.org/baltimore.  Registration will open in September 2006
ACRL is also pleased to announce a distinguished lineup of invited paper presenters for the ACRL 13th National Conference, "Sailing into the Future - Charting Our Destiny," to be held in Baltimore, Maryland, March 29 - April 1, 2007.  They are: Tracy Mitrano, Director of IT Policy and Computer Policy and Law Programs for the Office of Information Technologies at Cornell; Luz Mangurian, Retired Professor of Biology at Towson University; David Silver, Communication Teacher at the University of Washington and Director of the Resource Center for Cyberculture Studies; and Sanford Ungar, President of Goucher College.  These speakers will examine topics including the science of learning, privacy and intellectual property issues, technology and academic librarianship, and issues and trends in higher education.  Complete details about the conference are online at www.acrl.org/baltimore.  Registration will open in September 2006.

New Information Literacy Standards Translations Available

ACRL is proud to announce four new translations of the Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education including the Japanese translation by Toshihiko Nozue, Eiko Uozumi (Kwansei Gakuin University), and Seiko Kojima (International University of Japan);  the Chinese translation by Li Ling and Zhang Dongrong, the Farsi translation by A. H. Ghassemi and Atifa Rawan; and the Italian translation by Alina Renditiso, Alberto Scarinci, Cinzia Buccioni and Serafina Spielli.  These translations are available online at http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/standardsguidelines.htm.  ACRL seeks to expand the adoption and use of these standards, and has received numerous requests for translations in languages other than English. 
ACRL Endorses Federal Research Public Access Act

ACRL enthusiastically endorses The Federal Research Public Access Act of 2006, which has been introduced into the U.S. Senate by Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) and Senator Joe Lieberman (D-CT).  This legislation would require that federally funded research appearing in peer-reviewed journals be made openly accessible in digital repositories within six months of publication.  ACRL will work with SPARC (The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) and the Alliance for Taxpayer Access to support adoption of the Federal Research Public Access Act by Congress.  ACRL strongly encourages all members to ask their U.S. Senators to become co-sponsors of the Cornyn-Lieberman bill and also to express support to their representatives.  ACRL also endorses the public access provisions of the American Centers for CURES Act of 2005 (S.2104), introduced December 7 by Senator Lieberman and Senator Thad Cochran (R-MS), which would create the American Center for Cures to orchestrate focused research and development of specific solutions to pressing ailments and speed biomedical research and development.  To view contact information for members of Congress, visit ALA's online Legislative Action Center at: http://capwiz.com/ala. For more information on the Conryn-Lieberman and CURES bills, see the Alliance for Taxpayer Access web site at: http://www.taxpayeraccess.org/
Higher Learning Commission Annual Conference Report

ACRL was invited to co-sponsor a program track at the Higher Learning Commission's Annual Conference.  The Higher Learning Commission is a commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and their yearly conference attracts 3,500 administrators and faculty from more than 800 institutions.  ACRL's programs tied into the conference theme "The Future-Focused Organization: 2016-Ready or Not?" by examining future-focused issues such as learning spaces, scholarly communication, and planning the library of the future. 
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services 

ALCTS Task Force on Non-English Access to Issue Report
The Task Force on Non-English Access over this past year has been examining ALA's past, present, and potential future roles in enabling access to library resources in all languages and scripts and in addressing the needs of users of materials in all languages and scripts through the development of library standards and practices.  This task force was created to address resolutions that came before Council at the 2005 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago.  The Task Force will be presenting its findings to the ALCTS Board of Directors at Annual Conference in New Orleans.  A report on those findings will follow this summer. 

New ALCTS Publication

ALCTS Papers on Library Technical Services & Collections, #14 will be:  "SALSA de Topicos/Subjects in SALSA: Spanish and Latin American Subject Access" edited by David Miller and Filberto Felipe Martinez Arellano.  This bilingual (each contributed article will be printed in English and Spanish side-by-side in the volume) publication will be released in early fall, 2006. 
 
 
Association for Library Service to Children  

(ALSC)

El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Children's Day/Book Day)

The tenth anniversary of Día, an annual cultural and family literacy event, took place on April 30, 2006.  Libraries in more than 33 states held Día celebrations, and a national media campaign featuring public service announcements (PSAs) by children's book author and Día founder Pat Mora resulted in mentions in Time for Kids, CBS Radio, CNN en Español, La Opinion, Univision Radio network, Chicano Radio Network, and more than 85 news Web site placements, including AOL Latino, Yahoo en Español, and Hispanic PR Wire.  Upcoming programs about Día will take place at the ALA Annual Conference, the Joint Council of Librarians of Color conference in October, and the National Council of Teachers of English convention in November.  Visit 
" 

http://www.ala.org/dia.



Kids! @ your library ® Public Awareness Campaign

Plans are in place for the library launch of ALSC's Kids! @ your library ® campaign at ALA Annual Conference, followed by a national media launch this fall on the first Sunday of Children's Book Week, November 12, 2006.  The media launch will take place at the Boston Public Library; singer/storyteller Bill Harley will perform his original campaign theme song "@ Your Library" at both events.  The song "@ Your Library" will be played for the first time at the Opening General Session at ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  Posters and bookmarks created by children's book illustrator Michael White (The Library Dragon) will be available through ALA Graphics, along with pencils and stickers featuring the campaign logo.  A free Tool Kit to help children's librarians raise awareness about libraries is now available at 
" 

http://www.ala.org/kids.



The May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture

Caldecott Medalist and Honoree Kevin Henkes has been chosen to present the 2007 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture.  A site for the 2007 Lecture will be announced at the ALA Annual Conference.  In April 2006, Newbery and Sibert Medalist and Honoree Russell Freedman presented the 2006 Lecture to an enthusiastic crowd of 300 in Colonial Williamsburg.  The Lecture was jointly hosted by the Regional Williamsburg Library, the Library of Virginia, and the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities Center for the Book.

Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.) Day

D.E.A.R. Day was held in 2006 on April 12, children's book author Beverly Cleary's 90th birthday.  ALSC partnered with NEA, National PTA, HarperCollins Children's Books, RIF, First Book, and Reading Rockets.  Requests for D.E.A.R. Day materials, including posters, flyers, resource kits, and more, came from schools, libraries, and bookstores in all 50 states and 8 countries; publicity for this reading promotion included features in Newsweek, NPR's "All Things Considered," US News & World Report, Vanity Fair, Entertainment Weekly, among other publications and news outlets.

Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 

ASCLA Award Winners

The following outstanding individuals and libraries are winners of the 2006 ASCLA awards: 

· Johnson County Kansas Library, Outreach Services Department, (Exceptional Service Award

· Keith Curry Lance, Director, Library Research Services, Colorado State Library; Affiliated Professor, Library and Information Science Program, University of Denver; and Independent Consultant, (Leadership Achievement Award)

· Tom W. Sloan, Executive Director, Southeast Florida Information Network (SEFLIN), (Professional Achievement)

· Rhea Rubin, Rubin Consulting, (Service Award)

· Skokie Public Library, Youth Services Department, (ASCLA/KLAS/NOD Award)

· Axel Schmetzke, Professor, Reference Librarian, Coordinator of Instruction, and Head of the Instructional Materials Center, University Library, University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, (Francis Joseph Campbell Award)

· Avery Deane Olmstead IV, (Century Scholarship). 

See http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclaawards/currentrecipient/asclacurrent.htm for more information.
ASCLA Programs in New Orleans

ASCLA will present five programs in New Orleans on topics including literacy outreach, scanning the future, accessibility, and cooperative library programs.  ASCLA president, Diana Paque, will focus on succession planning at the ASCLA President’s program, “Retirement Exodus – Are You and Your Library Organization Ready?”  Dr. William Rothwell, author of Effective Succession Planning, will be the featured speaker at the Sunday, June 25, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm program. See http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclaevents/asclaannual/programsa/acprogs.htm for more information.
Library Administration and Management Association 

LAMA Partnerships Feature Interior Design and Building Projects

LAMA launched two partnerships this year that will raise its visibility and provide additional leadership opportunities for its members.  LAMA and the International Interior Design Association are inaugurating the ALA/IIDA Library Interior Design Awards at a reception during the Annual Conference in New Orleans.  This biennial award, which will alternate with the AIA/ALA Library Building Award, honors excellence in library interior design in all types and sizes of facilities.  LAMA and Library Journal are collaborating on an online Directory of Library Building Projects, which will be made available this summer.  The searchable directory will reside on the LJ web site, and a LAMA Buildings and Equipment Section Committee will recruit libraries to enter information about their projects and monitor the database for comprehensiveness and currency.  
Library and Information Technology Association 

LITA’s 40th Anniversary Celebration

LITA will celebrate its 40th Anniversary at Sunday Afternoon with LITA in New Orleans. The afternoon begins with LITA’s most popular program – Top Technology Trends – where a panel of experts discusses the trends worth tracking from 1:30 to 3:00 at the Sheraton New Orleans in Grand Ballroom D/E.

Immediately following the Top Trends program, the celebration will move into the Grand Ballroom A/B for a reception and a toast to LITA’s 40th Anniversary with champagne and cake.  In addition, the following awards will be presented:

Ching-chih Chen

Fredrick Kilgour Award

Patricia R. Harris

LITA/Library Hi Tech Award

Chris Zagar


LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award

Eric Whitfield


LITA/Larew Scholarship

Marcos Rodriguez

LITA/OCLC Scholarship 

Van Bich Thi Tran

LITA/LSSI Scholarship

From 4:00 to 5:00, LITA continues the celebration at the President’s Program where John Horrigan, Associate Director of Research for the Pew Internet & American Life Project, and Cathy De Rose, Vice President for Library and Marketing Services at OCLC will share their research on Internet Culture: What Do We Know about User Behavior?
In addition to the above programs, LITA is offering seventeen additional programs, many addressing the Library 2.0 or Web 2.0 issues.  Please see our Web site for more details.

LITA National Forum 2006 

Registration for the LITA National Forum will open on July 5, 2006.  This annual three-day educational event is scheduled for October 26-29, 2006 at the Sheraton Downtown Nashville hotel.  A list of programs, poster sessions, and preconferences are available on the LITA Web site.

Public Library Association  

PLA @ ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans

PLA is sponsoring 20 programs at the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.  Topics covered include teen volunteers, using gaming technology in the library, graphic novels for children, mentoring new librarians, coordinating public relations and marketing plans to reach goals, and an update on PLA’s Smartest Card campaign.  Notable speakers include Cate McNeely on reshaping your library to maximize customer service; Dr. John Ellison on intellectual freedom in rural libraries; Virginia Smith, Executive Director of the Kentucky Humanities Council, on learning from new adult readers and immigrants; and Howard Taylor, Director of the San Angelo (Tex.) Museum of Fine Arts, on library partnerships.  Additionally, the PLA President’s Program and Awards Ceremony featuring Anderson Cooper is once again part of ALA’s Auditorium Speaker Series.

PLA Offers "Grow Your Own" Institutional Scholarships

This year PLA initiated and funded the pilot “Grow Your Own” Institutional Scholarship Program.  This program addresses a goal of the PLA Strategic Plan, and it is envisioned by the board to compliment ALA’s Spectrum Scholarship initiative, also supported by PLA during this budget year.  The program provides for the educational needs of public library staff working toward obtaining a master’s degree in library and information science via one $8,000 scholarship given to the employing public library for reimbursement of employees’ course tuition costs at the undergraduate or graduate level.  The program focuses on candidates working in public libraries who specifically intend to pursue careers in public librarianship.  PLA allocated $40,000 for five libraries to participate this inaugural year.  Selection was highly competitive with over 150 applications for the five scholarships. The PLA Board has decided to continue and expand the pilot project for a second year.  Scholarships will again be given in 2007.  The award winners will be acknowledged as part of the PLA President’s Program and Awards Ceremony at the Annual Conference.

PLA 2006 National Conference

PLA’s 11th national conference drew record-breaking attendance in Boston, March 21-25.   More than 11,000 library staff, exhibitors, speakers and guests filled the Hynes Convention Center.  According to the Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau, the conference has brought roughly $9.7 million to the city, putting it in the top ten of the 30 citywide major conventions scheduled in Boston for 2006.  Seven pre-conferences and nearly 200 programs and talk tables were held on topics of interest to public librarians including:  funding, recruitment, privacy, serving diverse populations and literacy.  Major speakers including Linda Ellerbee, Paco Underhill, Elie Wiesel, and Anna Deavere Smith spoke to overflow or sold out audiences. The exhibit hall was sold out and filled with more than 800 booths from 420 companies.  PLA's 12th National Conference will be held in Minneapolis March 25 - 29, 2008.

PLA Continuing Education Events

In early May, PLA sponsored a train-the-trainer week, plus a one-day workshop based on Staffing for Results, in Denver.  About 40 attendees registered for the one-day workshop that teaches librarians how to measure staff efficiency.  The 15 trainer-participants learn how to train other librarians to use the Staffing for Results methods effectively. They are part of a large cadre of librarians/consultants who have been trained in using the Results  principles. 

Upcoming CE events include, in September, a train-the-trainer week and workshop on implementing a strategic plan in Pittsburgh; and in November, Results Boot Camp 2 in Nashville. 

New Look for "Public Libraries"

"Public Libraries," the bi-monthly journal of the Public Library Association (PLA), entered into its 45th year with an updated design.  Starting with the January/February 2006 issue, the journal boasts a modern look and a redesigned layout that features an improved, more imaginative use of space and more active use of visuals.  Westbound Publications of McLean, Va. provided the new design.

In addition to changes in the design of the journal, "Public Libraries" began 2006 with some changes in staff.  Renee Vaillancourt McGrath, who has served as Features Editor since 2000, started a new job as the Director of the North Valley (Mont.) Public Library.  Kathleen Hughes, former PLA Manager of Communications and Managing Editor of “Public Libraries,” has taken over as Editor.  Also, a new columnist has been added to the roster; Michael Farrelly debuted his column “Passing Notes,” which aims to address various young adult issues in public libraries. 

Reference and User Services Association 

List of Best Business Websites Updated

The Education Committee of the Business Reference and Services Section has recently updated its annotated list of the best business websites.  The list is available at http://www.ala.org/smallbizweb.
Investor Education @ your library

Ten of the twenty libraries participating in the Investor Education @ your library® grant presented investment education seminars this spring.  The remaining libraries will present seminars later this summer and in the fall.  Investor Education @ your library® is a national public education and awareness effort to help individuals make informed investment decisions and is funded by the Investor Protection Trust (IPT).  The list of the selected libraries, a bibliography of recommended books and websites on investing (written by a RUSA/BRASS Committee) and educational pamphlets from Kiplinger’s are available at the grant website, http://cs.ala.org/ra/invest/. 

RUSA Programs in New Orleans

RUSA will be presenting two preconferences in New Orleans on Friday, June 23, 2006:

Reinvented Reference: The Integration of Digital and Traditional Reference Services, and Behind the Genealogy Reference Desk: A Tribute to New Orleans. See http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/rusaannual/preconferencesa/precon.htm for more information. 

In addition, RUSA will be presenting 16 programs during the conference on topics from collection assessment, global resource sharing, readers’ advisory services, to Diane Zabel’s President’s Program on  “What You'll Read Next: The Buzz of Books.” See http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/rusaannual/programsab/acprogs.htm for more information.

Young Adult Library Services Association 

YALSA Members Pass Division Dues Increase

Sixty-nine percent of YALSA members who voted in the spring election cast their ballots in favor of a division dues increase for YALSA, which will go into effect September 1, 2006.  YALSA will use the funds to implement new initiatives such as: Teen Tech Week, a First Time Young Adult Author Award and a Young Adult Literature Symposium.  The last division dues increase for YALSA was in 1994.

YALSA Launched Web Site for New Teen Tech Week

In May YALSA launched its Teen Tech Week web site in conjunction with a logo contest.  Teens are being asked to submit logo ideas for this new initiative, which is aimed at driving teens into libraries to make use of the many nonprint resources that are available and to recognize that librarians are trusted information professionals.  To learn more about this upcoming event, which will be held for the first time March 4-10, 2007, go to www.ala.org/teentechweek.

YALSA’s Blog Accessed Nearly 1,000 Times Daily 

The Official Blog of YALSA was launched just before the 2006 Midwinter Meeting.  Meant to be a tool for members and YA librarians to share ideas and expertise as well as a method of communication for the YALSA Office to share time sensitive news with its members, the blog is managed by member leader Linda W. Braun and has about ten official bloggers who post information about book awards, using technology to reach teens, advocacy issues and more. 

YALSA 50th Anniversary

A member task force is currently planning YALSA’s anniversary celebration for 2007.  Plans so far include a reception in Seattle at the Midwinter Meeting, a special anniversary issue of Young Adult Library Services, a day of young adult authors featured on the Author’s Stage at Annual 2007, a cover story for American Libraries on teens and reading, the launch of YALSA’s @ your library campaign during Teen Read Week 2007 and more.  Anniversary mugs are available at the ALA store.

Upcoming Events and New Initiatives

· 9th annual Teen Read Week, October 15-21, 2006.  The theme is “Get Active @ your library.” 

· 1st annual Support Young Adult Literature Day, April 19th 2007. 

· Coming soon: YALSA Wiki.

· Lifetime Achievement Award in the Field of Young Adult Librarianship. 

· The ALSC/Booklist/YALSA Odyssey Award for Excellence in Audiobook Production. 

YALSA Highlights at Annual Conference

YALSA will kick off the Annual Conference with its “Reading With Your Ears” preconference about audiobooks.  As of June 2nd, 78 individuals have registered for this full day workshop.  New members or anyone interested in learning more about the association can attend YALSA 101, Friday at 4 PM.  School Library Journal is sponsoring this informal program and will be providing refreshments and goodie bags.  Join YALSA Saturday for the Margaret Edwards Award Luncheon where Jacqueline Woodson will receive an award for lifetime contribution to young adult literature and speak to attendees about her books.  On Monday evening YALSA will celebrate the winners and honorees of the 7th Michael L. Printz award for excellence in young adult literature at the Printz Program and Reception.  The 2006 winner is John Green for his book, Looking for Alaska.  Other programs of note are The Kids Are Alright: Millennials & the Information Behaviors, Out of the Closet & Into the Library: Access to GLBT Materials for Teens and the President’s Program, How Adult is Young Adult.  YALSA is hosting over 30 meetings, programs and special events at the conference.  For a complete listing, go to www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/annual.htm. 
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