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BACKGROUND:

Media relations activities for the past quarter have focused in several main areas:

· National Library Week and the State of America’s Libraries report

· Launch of Beyond Words: the Dollar General school library relief fund
· Public Library Association National Conference

· El día de los niños/El día de los libros 10th anniversary celebration
· Launch of Investor Education @ your library®
· Library funding

Since our last report to the Executive Board, ALA’s clipping service returned more than 150 articles from the top 100 newspapers (by circulation), including mentions of the ALA, representing a circulation of more than 51 million or 127.5 million impressions. 

Summary

During National Library Week this year, the ALA launched the first State of America’s Libraries report, which we continue to use in media relations efforts. Placements to date include the New York Times, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and online stories on WEHT, FOX 21, KAIT, KWWL, WTKR, WACH, WIS 10, WFIE, WQAD, WHO, WTNZ and Crain’s Chicago Business.  More than 250 stories, radio PSAs and mentions for National Library Week were secured.  PIO also coordinated media outreach for ALA President Michael Gorman and ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger’s trip to New Orleans during National Library Week, including local TV coverage.

Prior to National Library Week, PIO worked with the American Association of School Libraries to launch Beyond Words: the Dollar General school library relief fund, which received coverage in education and regional publications. The program will provide $800,000 in grants for school libraries affected by disaster.  The Associated Press included information about this program and other ALA recovery efforts in news coverage of Laura Bush’s visit to the region in May.

PIO worked with the Association for Library Service to Children to reach out  in support of the 10th anniversary of El día de los niños/El día de los libros. Children’s book author Pat Mora recorded radio PSAs, and more than 35 placements were secured in media nationwide, including an op-ed in the largest Spanish-language newspaper, AOL Latino, Univision Radio, CNN en Español, Hoy, the Orlando Sentinel and more.
The Public Library Association 11th National Conference in Boston also took place in the last quarter and generated significant coverage, including the local NPR affiliate, both Boston daily newspapers and the New England Cable News network.

With the Reference and User Services Association, PIO also launched Investor Education @ your library with the Investor Protection Trust.  The Associated Press news story was picked up in several markets.

Environmental scan – favorability and negative coverage

National Library Week

More than 270 PSAs/calendar announcements and 35 radio interviews were secured by PIO and Pro-Media.

Positive clips included:

· (N.Y.) Newsday: “All together now”

· Arizona Republic: “A fearful chapter in libraries’ history”

· Shreveport Times column: “Due to National Library Week, we’re all booked up”

· Sun-Sentinel: “National Library Week focus is Mockingbird”

· Mercury-Register: “Colelge celebrates library week, building overhaul”

· Asbury Park Press (Nepture, NJ): “National Library Week celebrated locally”

· Asbury Park Press: “Celebrating Libraries”

· Daily Democrat (Woodland, CA): “National Library Week a time to ‘change your world’”

· The Union Leader: “Schools celebrate Library Media Month and National Library Week”

Beyond Words: The Dollar General school library relief fund

Positive:

· Associated Press: “Laura Bush announces grants for devastated school libraries” (picked up in at least seven Gulf newspapers)

· Education Daily: “Discounter funds grants to rebuild school libraries affected by disaster”

· Tennessean: “Dollar General helps rebuild school libraries”

· Hattiesburg American: “Schools reap benefits of Katrina funds”

· Houma Today: “Grant money available for hurricane-damaged schools”

· eSchool News

Total: About 11 clips reaching more than 700,000

Public Library Association National Conference

Positive:

· Boston Globe: “To compete libraries take page from retail”

· Boston Herald: “Best-selling doll one for the books”

· WBUR-FM (NPR affiliate) re: conference and library trends

· New England Cable Network re: conference, USA PATRIOT Act

· Boston Globe letter: “Library statistics are misleading”

Neutral:

· Boston Globe: “Here and There”

Mixed:

· Boston Globe editorial: “Re-reading the BPL”

· Boston Globe: “As librarians talk book lust, he’s installed at a lonely outpost”

Total: About 26 placements, reaching more than 3 million

State of America’s Libraries and related studies

Positive:

· New York Times: “Americans and Libraries”

· USA Today: “Snapshots: Checking out the library”

· Detroit Free Press: “Check out, and support, libraries”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Quick hits: The survey says…”

· Oakland Tribune column: “State of U.S. libraries shows loss of a great, enriching joy”

· The Capital Times: “Library blog reaches out”

· Daily Herald column: “Survey shows Americans value their libraries”

· Plain Dealer (Cleveland): “Study: Libraries remain relevant”

· Hartford Courant: “Americans Say Libraries Still Needed”
Total: about 10 clips reaching about 4 million

El día de los niños/El día de los libros

More than 35 placements were secured on behalf of El día de los niños/El día de los libros, including radio PSAs, calendar announcements and interviews.

Positive clips included:

· La Opinion op-ed: “Celebre el Día del Niño junto a lost libros”

· El Nuevo Herald column (the Spanish-language publication of The Miami Herald): “El fascinante mundo de la lectura al alcance de los niños”

· Hoy: “Día del niño/día del libro”

· TIME for Kids: “Children’s Book Day”

· Orlando Sentinel column: “Library celebration combines literacy, fun”

· The Oregonian: “Kids, books reason to celebrate Día de los Niños

· Capital Newspaper: “Sandburg adapts to increasing Hispanic population”

· Daily Californian: “Library celebrates young readers”

· Corvallis Gazette-Times: “Multicultural center, library team up to host kids/book day”

· News Tribune: “Library plans day of family fun”

· Minnesota Sun: “Celebrating ‘Día de los Niños”

· Chicano Radio Network

· WMTV (Madison): “Celebrating a growing population”

· HispanicBusiness.com: “Libraries to bridge cultures, support family literacy during 10th annual El día de los niños/El día de los libros celebration”

· CNN en Español

· AOL Latino
ALA, libraries and hurricane relief

Positive:

· Associated Press: “Library Journal, American Library Assn fixing two N.O. libraries”

· Associated Press: “Libraries still devastated by Hurricanes Rita & Katrina”
· Associated Press: “Public facilities become lifelines for those affected by Katrina”

· Associated Press: “Iowa library restores Gulf Coast documents”

· Associated Press: “Laura Bush announces grants for devastated school libraries”

· Times-Picayune: “Shelf Life: Months after wrecking many of the buildings that housed them, Hurricane Katrina has revealed just how essential public libraries are to the communities they serve”
· New Orleans CityBusiness: “Morial Center hails return of conventions”
· Des Moines Register: “Document restorers tackle Katrina’s toll”

· Tampa Tribune: “Big Easy to host storm experts”

· Washington Times: “New Orleans slowly back to business”

· Democrat and Chronicle: “Thumbs up, down” (for University of Rochester library Katrina relief fundraiser)

Total: about 10 clips, reaching at least 1 million

Library Funding

Positive:

· USA Today letter: “Funding reform would harm school libraries”
· USA Today: “Library fights hard to begin new chapter”

Neutral:

· New York Times: “Where Signs Say ‘Quiet,’ Audio Gear for Sale”

· Palm Beach Post: “President’s budget includes EPA cut that could reduce access to records”

Negative: 

· Indianapolis Star: “As library cuts costs, it raises CEO’s pay”

Total: About five clips, reaching more than 5 million readers

USA PATRIOT Act

Positive:

· Las Vegas Review-Journal (editorial): “Heard Elsewhere”

· Wall Street Journal letter: “FBI Secret Library Access Inimical to Basic Rights”

Neutral:

· New York Times: “Librarian Is Still John Doe, Despite Patriot Act Revision”

Total: About three clips, reaching more than 2 million

Campaign for America’s libraries and partnerships

Investor Education @ your library

Positive:

· Detroit Free Press: “Education program coming to libraries”

· AP Financial News: “Investing Seminars to Be Held at Libraries”

· St. Paul Pioneer Press: “Libraries to provide investor education”

· Washington Examiner: “Education program unveiled at MLK Library”

· Kansas City Star: “Library will host free financial seminar”

Total: About seven clips reaching more than 1 million

Woman’s Day

· Washington Post: “Special Notices”

· Arizona Republic: “Library as life-changing force”

Total: About 2 clips reaching more than 1.4 million

Changing and dynamic libraries and librarians

Positive:

· Rocky Mountain News: “Librarian remade system”

· Plain Dealer: “Careerscape: Librarians lend a hand”

· Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: “Library project to begin soon”

· Arizona Republic: “Library loos make a splash”

· Detroit Free Press: “Library offers more than books”

· Morning Call (Allentown, Pa.): “Web-enthralled public still checking out libraries”

· Des Moines Register: “Facility borrows bookstores’ showy display”

· Des Moines Register: “A Library of Distinction”

· Asbury Park Press (Neptune, NJ): “A librarian and loving it”

· Watermark (Orlando, FL): “Library Journal Honors Activist”

· Newsday (Long Island, NY): “The big read”

Neutral:

· Chicago Tribune: “Bolt from blue: Let’s prepare for the Boomer brain drain”

Mixed:

· Associated Press: “Libraries get tough, turn to collection agency to retrieve overdue books”

· Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: “Unruly teens shatter library quiet”

Total: About 15 clips, reaching more than 3 million readers

Book challenges

Positive:

· Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch Sentinel (San Diego): “BBG to discuss Candide, Flowers for Algernon”

· Watermark (Orlando, FL): “Keeping Bay: We Should Be More Offended By This Ban”

· Fort Worth Star-Telegram: “Author says reading fiction is rehearsal for life”

· Washington Blade: “Gay newspapers to remain in Ohio public library”

· Houston Voice: “Gay newspapers to remain in Ohio public library”

· Indianapolis Star editorial: “‘Kite Runner’ clash: sincere misgivings or censorship?”

Neutral:

· Associated Press: “Bill forces local libraries to move sexually explicit, gay materials”

· Pasadena Weekly: “Killing mockingbirds”

· Hartford Courant: “Suitable Literature: Schools Walk The Line”

· Reuters Online: “Gay fairy tale sparks U.S. civil rights debate”

· Reuters Online: “Parents sue Mass. school over same-sex fairy tale”

· United Press International: “‘Potter’ ruled out for school library”

Mixed:

· Star Tribune: “Censorship lesson gives one on sensitivity”

Total: about 13 clips reaching more than 1.2 million

Government information

Positive:

· New York Times: “Push to create standards for documents”

· Associated Press: “Sunshine Week”

· Buffalo News: “Keeping citizens in the dark”

· Sunday Telegram: “Librarians seeing recall of documents”

Neutral:

· Washington Post: “Hill joins chorus of critics of Smithsonian film deal”

Total: about five clips reaching more than 3.5 million

Youth media and book awards

Positive:

· Metro Kids Delaware:  “Event and New Award Honor Dr. Seuss”

· Savvyfamily (St. Louis, Mo.): “Alex Award Books Prove You Can Still Read With Your Teenagers”

· Kansas City Star: “Stories for Black History Month and beyond”

· Toledo Area Parent: “National Caldecott Award winner announced, locals choose their own”

· Bay Area Reporter: “Great expectations for queer literature”

· Chicago Parent: “Kid culture: These books live up to their medals”

· Prairie Flame: “Pages From the Rainbow”

· Salt Lake Metro: “My Father’s Keeper”

· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Local authors releasing new books”

· Richmond Times-Dispatch: “‘Staunton’ makes fine selection”

· Minneapolis/St. Paul Monthly: “Great Reads”

Total: About 11 clips reaching more than 1.3 million

Internet issues (filters, services/wiretaps and access)

Neutral:

· Philadelphia Daily News: “Plasma hits new high on Wall Street”

· Reuters Online: “US court skeptical of FCC on broadband wiretap access”

Mixed:

· Journal News (White Plains, NY): “Protecting kids from online porn”

· UPI: “Net neutrality provision dumped”

Total: about four clips reaching more than 270,000

Additional clips were received in the following areas:

· ALA mentions (about 14 clips, reaching about 3 million readers)

· Promote reading (about nine clips, reaching more than 2.3 million)
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