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A Library Conference in China after the Summer 
Olympic Games

By Sha Li Zhang

The 10th annual conference of the 
Library Society of China (LSC) was 
held on October 27–31, 2008 at the 
Chongqing Library in Chongqing 
City, China.  It welcomed more than 
800 librarians from all of the parts of 
China, with the theme “Library Ser-
vices: Sharing Resources and Serv-
ing all Citizens.”  Several interna-
tional guests: Ms. Claudia Lux, IFLA 
President; Dr. Sha Li Zhang, Chinese 
American Librarians Association 
(CALA) President, and Mr. Mi-
chael Dowling, Director of the ALA 
International Relations Office, were 
also invited to offer congratulatory 
remarks at the opening ceremony and 
presentations at plenary sessions.  For 
the first time, the annual conference 
was broadcasted in real time through 
internet.  

Rebuilding the Libraries 
Chongqing City is in a neighboring 
region with Sichuan Province, about 
500 kilometers away from the epi-
center of the massive 8.0 earthquake 
on May 12, 2008. Numerous libraries 
were damaged and destroyed in the 
earthquake affected areas.  At the con-
ference, Mr. Li Zhongyu, Director of 
the Sichuan Provincial Library, reiter-
ated the plans of rebuilding libraries 
through the government’s support.  
An initial model plan of a new Beich-
uan Library was demonstrated at the 
conference.  The old library, located 
in the epicenter, was totally destroyed 
by the massive disaster.  

Several heroic stories were told at the 
plenary sessions.  One of the speakers 
was Ms. Li Chun, the Library Direc-
tor of the Beichuan Library.  Sitting 
on a wheelchair before a microphone, 
Ms. Li described her inner struggle 
when she was buried under the 
rubble of the damaged library for 75 
hours before being rescued.  Ms. Li 
has gone through numerous surger-

Sha Li Zhang (second from right), Claudia Lux, and Michael Dowling are 
joined by Ministry of Culture officials in China (photo by Sha Li Zhang).

ies.  Warm greetings, cards, and gifts 
came to her from the librarians in the 
country and around the world.  Ms. 
Lux, IFLA President, has even invited 
her to tell her story at the 2009 IFLA 
Annual Conference in Milan. On this 
side of the Pacific Ocean, CALA has 
raised funds in the U.S. and has sent 
the first group of donations of $10,000 
to help the immediate family of the 
deceased library staff and to help 
with the medical needs for injured 
library workers such as Ms. Li.  LSC 
in China has agreed to assist CALA in 
distributing the funds. 

Library Declaration Announced
It was the first time in the history of 
the Chinese library community that 
a library declaration was officially 
announced at the conference.  The 
Declaration, initiated and drafted by 
LSC, went through several revisions 
based on feedback and comments 
from the librarians in China. The 
declaration recognizes that the library 
is an open center for knowledge and 
information; provides equal services 

to all users; demonstrates humanity 
in its services and operations; offers 
quality, effective, and professional 
services; shares and develops infor-
mation resources; promotes readings 
among all citizens, and collaborates 
with librarians and library associa-
tions (http://www.lsc.org.cn/).  Ac-
cording to the LSC officials, this kind 
of public document will help libraries 
for advocacy efforts.

ALA Management Model Shared
Michael Dowling, Director of the 
ALA International Relations Office, 
was invited to speak on the roles of 
library associations.  Dowling took 
the opportunity of introducing ALA 
and ALA 2010 Strategic Plan. It was 
obvious that the attendees were very 
eager to learn more about ALA’s 
advocacy role as an NGO and how 
it works through coalitions, alliance, 
and partnership with other organiza-
tions to influence national information 
policy. 

                      Continued on page 8
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 Ethiopia’s Hero

Programs for Ethiopia Reads are 
run by local Ethiopians, with a staff 
currently numbering 27. Staff are 
given on-going training in librarian-
ship, publishing and design, project 
management and NGO management. 
These trained individuals then carry 
these skills into libraries, schools and 
their communities. 

Yohannes has also been recognized by 
CNN as a “CNN Hero”, to celebrate 
ordinary citizens who have made a 
world of difference. Initially selected 
as one of thirty heroes out of a field 
of 4,000 nominees from 75 coun-
tries, he was among ten finalists to 
vie for the honor of CNN Hero of 
the Year. A summary of his story, as 
well as several interesting videos of 
the activities of Ethiopia Reads, can 
be found at http://www.cnn.com/
SPECIALS/2008/cnn.heroes/archive/
yohannes.gebregeorgis.html. 

For more information on Yohannes 
and Ethiopia Reads, see: http://www.
ethiopiareads.org. 

Ms. Lee is Technical Services Librar-
ian at Regis University, Denver, CO; 
she is also a Returned Peace Corps 

Volunteer (Ethiopia 1974-76).

Volunteer at 
ALA Annual

Volunteers are needed every year to 
help international guests at Annual.  
What better way to meet a librarian 
from another land than to be a men-
tor or help out at the International 
Visitor’s Center?

Be a mentor: The IRRT Orientation/
Mentoring Committee seeks mentors 
to help out international colleagues 
during the ALA Annual Confer-
ence. If you are interested in being a 
mentor in Chicago, it’s not too late. 
Please fill out a form at http://www.
ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/iro/iro-
activities/intlmentor.cfm or contact 
the International Relations Office at 
intl@ala.org

Staff the IVC: The International Visi-
tors Center (IVC) Committee needs 
volunteers to staff the International 
Visitors Center, open Friday, July 
10 through Monday, July 13. IVC 
Volunteers assist international visitors 
by answering questions and giving 
directions at the conference (don’t 
worry, we provide all the informa-
tion you need to help the visitors!). 
In addition to information, the IVC 
offers international visitors computers 
for email/Internet and a place to meet 
with friends and relax. To volunteer, 
send an e-mail to intl@ala.org.

Courtesy of the Chair of the Interna-
tional Relations Committee of ACRL:

The International Relations Commit-
tee (IRC) of the Association of col-
lege and Research Libraries (ACRL) 
has organized an historic session to be 
held on Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 
10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. The theme 
of the meeting is “Academic Librar-
ians and International Librarianship”. 
Five well known speakers will discuss 
the importance and need of coopera-
tion among professionals and librar-
ies in the fast changing world with 
limited resources and budgets for 
academic libraries and high inflation.

Professor Robert Wedgeworth , 
former president of IFLA(1991-1997) 
and University Librarian Emeritus, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign will speak on the topic of 
“IFLA and Academic Librarians”; Jay 
Jordan, President and CEO of OCLC 
will discuss “OCLC and Interna-
tional Librarianship”; Beverly Lynch, 
former President of ALA(1985-86) 
and professor at the Graduate School 
of Education and Information Studies, 
University of California-Los Angeles 
will speak about “ALA/ACRL and 
International Librarianship in the 
Twenty First Century”; and Winston 
Tabb, Dean of University Libraries 
and Museums of the Johns Hopkins 
University will speak  on “The Inter-
national Librarianship and its Impact 
on Research Libraries in the United 
States”. Claudia Lux, President of 
IFLA will be the chief guest at the 
meeting and she will present plaques 
to all speakers for their contributions 
to international librarianship. 

Library 
Leaders to 

Address IRC/
ACRL at ALA 

Annual

Visit the website for more details:
www.ala.org/irrt60thanniversary
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China Conference

With fast economic growth in China, 
many cities have built new or reno-
vated old public libraries. The new 
Chongqing Library, opened in 2007, 
is one of five cultural facilities built 
in recent years. The attendees were 
hopeful that the government will 
gradually increase its attention to this 
kind of cultural infrastructures, facili-
ties, and resources where a library 
plays an important role in supporting 
all citizens’ educational and lifelong 
learning needs. 

Sha Li Zhang is President of the Chi-
nese American Librarians Associa-

tion (CALA), and Assistant Dean for 
Collections & Technical Services at 
the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro Libraries

Courtesy of Michael Dowling, Direc-
tor of ALA’s International Relations 
Office (IRO):

A Hawaiian elementary school has 
raised close to $800 in 3 weeks to 
help the library in Kirkuk, Iraq.  Me-
linda Mizuno of Kaumana Elemen-
tary notified the IRO of its successful 
penny drive during March-April 
2009.  According to a report from a 
local paper, the 241 students at the 
school started the fundraising after 
reading the book “The Librarian of 
Basra,” by Jeanette Winter.  Inspired 
by the true story of Alia Muhammad 
Baker and her efforts to save 30,000 
books before the Kirkuk library 
burned down in 2003, students de-
cided to start a penny drive.  A penny 
drive, in case you are not familiar 
with this term, gathers pennies as 
donations, so that is almost 8,000 
pennies the students collected!  The 
school is working through the IRO to 
use the money as it is most needed by 
the library.  

Hawaiian 
Elementary 

School Helps Iraqi 
Library

Over 1 Million 
Books Collected for 
Ugandan Children

The nationwide “Schools for Schools” 
book drive has collected 1.2 million 
books.  Sponsored by Better World 
Books, the socially conscious online 
bookseller, and media-based non-
profit Invisible Children, the results 
of their four-month-long nationwide 
student book drive to raise awareness 
among young people of the conflict in 
northern Uganda far exceeded its goal 
of 250,000 books.  The three highest 
volume book-collecting student groups 
were awarded all-expenses-paid trips 
to northern Uganda.  

The winning school in the competition 
is St. Xavier High School in Louis-
ville, KY, which collected over 30,000 
books. The second place and third 
place winners are Robert Bateman 
High School in Burlington, Ontario 
and La Costa Canyon High School in 
Carlsbad, CA, each of which collected 
over 29,000 books.

The campaign – a combined film 
tour and traveling book drive – ended 
January 31st after educating roughly 
312,000 students and raising $1.2 mil-
lion. Roughly 220 schools participated 
in the book drive, including over 30 
colleges and universities.


