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¾ Urban Library Summit Event

¾ Objectives of Event

¾ Results of Focus Groups

¾ Follow Up

¾ Challenges

¾ Discussion



¾ Held on WSU campus 9/5/08

¾ 98 attendees

¾ 36 OH & MI institutions 

¾ Keynote by ULC

past President 

Martin Gomez



¾ Strengthen institutional bonds

¾ Gather collective wisdom

¾ Focus groups on 4 key questions



¾ Launch Urban Librarianship 
Concentration and Certificate programs

¾ Maximize WSU, Detroit resources

¾ Tap cultural diversity of region

¾ Create new paths to library professioné



¾ Detroit - 82% African American

¾ SE Michigan - largest concentration of 
Arabic-speaking communities

¾ 2nd and 3rd generation of Lebanese, Syrian, 
Egyptian, Chaldean, Yemeni, Iraqi, Moroccan

¾Many other distinct immigrant communities 
attracted to auto industry, educational and 
medical institutions 



�™Midtown Location 

�™Adjacent:
ÅDetroit Public Library

ÅDetroit Institute of Arts

ÅReuther Labor Archives

ÅWright  Af-Am Museum

ÅDetroit Historical Museum

ÅDetroit Science Center

�™Near by:
ÅDetroit Symphony

ÅDetroit Opera

ÅFisher Theatre


