ALCTS Serials Section

Annual Report, 2002/2003

During 2002/2003, the Serials Section was active in a number of areas:

· Programming and Continuing Education.
A primary objective of the Section is to address the educational needs of the serials community; and several groups presented sessions or planned future programs and discussions (greater detail, below).  At Midwinter, the Section sponsored a stimulating, well-attended symposium, “Managing Electronic-Resources: Meeting the Challenge”; a new “edition” of this symposium will be available to West Coast attendees in San Diego.  The Education Committee began its regular revision of the three serials syllabi on the Section website.  

· Setting the Stage for Collaboration with Other Organizations.
This time around, the Education Committee won’t be working on the syllabi alone: we’re embarking on a new level of cooperation with the North American Serials Interest Group (NASIG), starting with joint revision of the serials syllabi.  To explore further avenues of collaboration in education and programming, the Section has proposed the appointment of a joint Serials Section/NASIG task force.  Working with other organizations, the Serials Section will, we hope, be able to offer programs and services that we could not create alone.  The new ALCTS website policy, which recognizes that joint products may appear on the websites of both organizations, will facilitate heightened cooperation with NASIG.  

· Improving Our Organizational Structure.

For the Section to serve its members well, we need an organizational structure that recognizes the distinctive interests of our specialty, while providing a smooth interface with the rest of ALCTS.  In recognition of ALCTS’ increased emphasis on publications, we approved creation of a section Publications Committee.  Correspondingly, we changed the title and charge of the Policy, Research, and Publications Committee to Policy, Research, and Planning Committee (note that the committee’s initials remain the same!).  We also made appointment changes intended to enhance Section participation in ALCTS, and recommended that the two Section DGs consider the new organizational possibilities in ALCTS, perhaps by merging to form a single interest group.
· Honoring Our Members.
The Serials Section is proud to offer two annual awards.  This year, the Bowker/Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Award was presented to Frieda Rosenberg (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill) for her outstanding contributions, particularly with regard to serials holdings.  Dianne Ford (Elon University) received the First Step Award, presented to a serials librarian of promise.

Sadly, two members who contributed significantly to our Section passed away in 2003.  The Section approved memorial resolutions for Marilyn Norstedt and Ellen Rappaport.  We will miss them.  

A few committees were unable to achieve a quorum at Toronto, and consequently had to postpone completion of their business.  Nevertheless, the year’s accomplishments are impressive.  Here are brief reports of activities of committees and discussion groups: 

The Acquisitions Committee continued work on the “Serials Acquisitions Glossary Supplement” to be mounted on the ALCTS website; glossary work promises to be a continuing focus in the coming year.  Under consideration is a program for 2005.

In addition to its review of the serials syllabi, the Education Committee is sponsoring a program about LOCKSS (Lots of Copies Keeps Stuff Safe), a project intended to address archiving issues of electronic journals.  This program is scheduled for 2004.

Also scheduled for 2004 is a program sponsored by the Committee to Study Serials Cataloging: “After Revised Chapter 12: Where Do We Go From Here?”  Following its usual practice, CSSC presented update-and-discussions at both Midwinter and Annual.  The Toronto meeting included presentations on implementation of AACR Revised Chapter 12 in Canada, and on CONSER’s decision to consolidate the cataloging of electronic journals presented through several aggregators into one record covering all aggregations.  

The Committee to Study Serials Standards has stepped up review of its “Serials Standards Bibliography,” with updates now scheduled to appear every six months.  CSSS continues to coordinate Section response to proposed changes in standards affecting serials practice, and is working on a program tentatively titled “A Serials Standards Overview.”

Congratulations to the Policy, Research, and Publications Committee for its successful 2003 program, “The Serials Pig in the Aggregators’ Poke III”!  There were about 250 attendees, and evaluations were strong.  This year’s PRPC also reviewed its (too) wide-ranging charge, and made sensible recommendations that the Executive Committee adopted.  

The Committee on Union Lists of Serials plans to co-sponsor the CSSS program on serials standards, and is exploring the possibility of liaison members from major union listing vendors/groups.  

At Annual Conference, the Journal Costs in Libraries DG held a panel presentation and discussion about a subject of interest to many serials librarians: the impact of the Rowecom collapse.  At Midwinter, Research Libraries DG considered the topic of serial reviews.  

What’s the funniest part of the ALCTS Annual Membership Meeting?  Presentation of the Worst Serial Title Change of the Year Awards, of course!  This year’s clever citations included a special award to AACR itself, for its changes in terminology for serial publications.  For the complete list of award “winners,” see the ALCTS website.  

At both Midwinter and Annual, we continued our tradition of holding a social event for Executive Committee members, chairs, and liaisons.  

As Chair, I’ve had a wonderful time working with Section colleagues.  My thanks to all who answered my calls and emails, planned events, and helped in so many ways; special thanks to Susan Davis (past chair and chief source of information), members of the Executive Committee, and Charles Wilt at ALCTS.  

Carolynne Myall

