ALCTS Serials Section Committee to Study Serials Cataloging

2000 ALA Annual Conference, ALCTS SS CSSC Meeting Minutes

I. Welcome and introduction of CSSC members.  Sally Tseng, Head, Serials Cataloging Section, University of California, Irvine.

a. Sally Tseng, Chair of the committee welcomed the attendees.  She informed listeners that the meeting had a full agenda, and that it will provide as much up to date information as possible on serials matters.

b. Committee members are introduced.  They are: Everett Allgood (Serials and Electronic Resources Cataloger, New York University Library), Ruth Christ (Team Leader, Serials Bibliographic Processing, University of Iowa Libraries), Mary Grenci (Serials Cataloging Librarian, University of Oregon Library), Carolynne Myall (Head, Collection Services, East Washington University Library), John Radencich (Serials Cataloger, Florida International University Library, Miami), Sally Tseng, and Jina Wakamoto (Senior Assistant Librarian, California State University-Northridge, Library).

c. Sally apologized for the last minute move of the meeting room.  The meeting was originally to be held in the Chicago Hyatt Regency Ballroom D.  It was moved to Ballroom B because it provided more space.

d. Sally informed the attendees that when Jean Hirons speaks on the proposed revisions to Chapter 12 of AACR2 and on harmonization she wants to receive feedback from the listeners.

II. Reports and major topics for Discussion.

a. Report from CC:DA - Carolynne Myall, Head, Collection Services, East Washington University.

1. The Committee on Cataloging: Description & Access is ALA’s primary committee to review and comment on changes in and development of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules.  During the 2000 Annual Conference, CC:DA held two lengthy meetings.  CC:DA’s full agenda reflected the extensive efforts that are underway to revise AACR and “harmonize” it more fully with ISBD.

2.  The most important part of this conference’s CC:DA meetings for serialists was Jean Hirons’ report on the revision of Chapter 12 and the ensuing CC:DA discussion.  Hirons briefly discussed her proposed revisions to Chapter 12 and other relevant sections of AACR, described some further proposals arising from ISBD(S), and explained why she had adopted a comprehensive rule-revision approach, which was an overall conceptual approach.  CC:DA’s members response to Hirons' presentation appeared to be generally positive.  There seemed to be three areas of concern for CC:DA members:

1. Transcription vs. identification.  In their cataloging thinking, serialists—probably due to the fact that the publications they work with change frequently—tend to take an identification approach.  CC:DA members tend to take a transcription approach.  To them, reconciling identification with the principle of transcription seems problematic.

2. Morphing serials proposals, in that one group proposes, then another group comes up with refinements to these proposals.  ISBD(S) and ISSN representatives have also been meeting to consider the Hirons proposals about continuing resources, and have been attempting to harmonize treatment of continuing resources on an international basis.  As a result, there always seems to be new pieces emerging, so that CC:DA is concerned that it is hard to know exactly what proposal is on the table (or what table) at any given moment.

3. The interface between Chapters 9 and 12 was a concern to CC:DA.  Hirons did not consider this a difficulty, since Chapter 9 could give general instructions and refer the cataloger to Chapter 12 for more rules about continuing resources.

3. In response to these concerns CC:DA reconstituted its Seriality Task Force, which earlier in the year had finished its original mission to give a response to seriality that came up in the 1999 conference.  CSSC had two representatives on this original task force, Everett Allgood and Ruth E. Christ.  This reconstituted task force will evaluate the current Hirons report to JSC and, if time permits, may also give some thought to new proposals arising from the recent ISBD(S) meeting.  The deadline for this report is July 31.

4.  Task Force on Major/Minor Changes.  The second major agenda item of interest to serialists was Christin Lindlam's report on the Task Force on an Appendix of Major and Minor Changes.  This task force was formed in response to a request from JSC to consider whether such an appendix would be helpful, what it would say, etc.  This task force also has CSSC representation, Everett Allgood and Mary Grenci.  In this report the CSSC committee members had a number of suggestions and comments.  However they had decided that a full decision could not be made before knowing what would be JSC's response to the Hirons Chapter 12 rule revisions.  CC:DA decided to send the draft of the report, along with minutes of the meeting, to JSC, to show the direction in which CC:DA was going on this subject.  

5. JSC Inter-constituency Task Force on Expression-Level Records.  This task force was created as a result of the above reported Task Force on Major/Minor Changes, which noted that a study on expression-level records had been proposed.  Brian Schottlaender (ALA representative to JSC) reported that JSC now hoped to create an inter-constituency group to consider the issue.  Individuals who are interested in participating should contact Adam Schiff, new chair of CC:DA (aschiff@u.washington.edu). 

6. Brian Schottlaender commented that “harmonization” (the resolution of apparent conflicts between AACR2 and ISBD) was (1) “not a clerical operation,” and (2) an activity that should be “undertaken in a spirit of understanding that the environment changes and that the AACR community doesn’t make all the changes”—that we may have the best approach in some cases.  With regard to #1 above, JSC found that the Delsey proposal to rearrange AACR by ISBD was difficult and far from a mere clerical operation.  Due to the difficulty, JSC is now considering a general-instructions chapter, rather than a complete reorganization of the code.

7. The Metadata Preconference was a great success and the organizers should be commended.

8. The CC:DA has formed a Task Force to Study ISO Compliance.  AACR uses a full stop at the end of cm., mm., etc.  This does not comply with international standards.  CC:DA formed this task force to consider the extent to which AACR should conform with ISO practice.  Anyone interested in participating should contact CC:DA’s chair, Adam Schiff.

9. The proposal for a new 9.4B2 is back on the JSC table: “Consider all remote access electronic resources to be published.”  CC:DA supported this in the past, and supports it again, so it has formed the Task Force on Specific Characteristics of Electronic Resources.

10. The CC:DA Task Force on Metadata's report is now available on the CC:DA's web site.  This report includes a lengthy section on definitions of metadata.

11. OCLC has reported that CORC is now in production.  Those CORC/Dublin Core records which are accessed through a Dublin Core to MARC crosswalk are now in OCLC World Cat.  These records can be identified because they have an encoding level "3" and have an 042 field with "DC."

12. A representative from ALA reported that the 1999 amendments to AACR are available through several delivery methods.  A PDF file can be printed out from their web site at http://www.ala.org/editions/update/AACR2.

13. Finally Carolynn reported that this is her last year on the CSSC and consequently her last year of reporting on the CC:DA.  She thanked the members of the Serials Section for giving her the opportunity to represent the section as CC:DA liaison during the past three years.  It was a privilege to serve, especially during this period of code development.

14. Sally Tseng thanked Carolynne for the excellent job she put in during the past few years as a committee member and commented that the committee could always depend on her fine CC:DA reports.  The committee appreciates her hard work and dedication.

b. Report from MARBI - Mary Grenci, Serials Cataloging Librarian, University of Oregon, for Joe Altimus, Dataloads Specialist, The Research Libraries Group.

1. MARBI considered several topics of interest to serial catalogers, but Mary deferred further mention in anticipation of Jean Hirons' report on seriality later in the meeting.

2. MARBI approved the following proposals:

1. Proposal 2000-01R, defining (z to contain numbering scheme information in the 853, 854, and 855 fields of the holdings format.

2. Proposal 2000-07, defining (y in the 856 field in all formats, to contain link text data that should be displayed instead of a URL or URN.

3. Proposal 2000-09, changing the 052 and 058 fields in the community information format, aligning it with recent changes in other MARC formats.

3.  MARBI rejected Proposal 2000-08, which would have defined additional subfields in the 754 field, corresponding to specific levels in a taxonomy.

c. News and Reports from the Library of Congress, National Serials Data Program, and CONSER - Regina Reynolds, Head, National Serials Data Program, Library of Congress.

1. Library of Congress news. 

1. They are converting their manual file to an automated file.  It is sad to see the world's largest manual serial check-in file shrink day by day.  Between 6,000 and 7,000 active titles have been converted by the contractor, who has now become independent of LC review.  Online check-in had begun for new titles and titles converted by the contractor.  LC is looking forward to Endeavor's Release 2000 as a means of streamlining online check-in.  Cataloging and check-in staff are not being disrupted.

2. Bill Anderson, formerly CONSER specialist, has been appointed as coordinator for the serial record conversion and ILS activities.  Temporarily taking his place in CONSER is Les Hawkins (formerly ISSN cataloger).  He will be detailed to CONSER for 120 days.  A job posting, limited to LC for budgetary reasons, will go up to permanently fill the CONSER specialist position. 

3. LC will participate in the CONSER publications pattern experiment.  They will be supplying patterns in two ways.  One cataloger is typing them directly into OCLC records using MARC tags.  The others use Voyager to create 853 and 863 fields, then cutting and pasting these fields into the OCLC record.  A technician will work with print-outs of eligible fields supplied by catalogers. 

4. In an effort to join the rest of the world in the use of copy cataloging, six LC technicians are being trained in copy cataloging using CONSER records.  Both the technicians and their supervisors are excited at the potential for increased productivity and increased benefit from CONSER records

2. CONSER news.

1. A CONSER operations meeting was held in May and a number of initiatives were identified.  One is to look at the possibility of CONSER participants assigning PURLS to titles and adding PURLS to CONSER records.  Another is a joint task force with BIBCO to recommend ways of handling multiple e-versions.  

2. CONSER welcomed two new members since ALA's Midwinter conference: Cleveland Public Library and Northwestern University.  Jean Hirons will be going to meet with heads of the national libraries of Scotland and Wales to discuss the possibility of CONSER membership for them.

3. The Basic Serials Workshop continues to be very popular, with over 40 scheduled in 2000.  An updated version of the trainee manual has been printed and will be available for future workshops.  In addition to sessions in the U.S. and Canada, workshops have been given in Mexico (in Spanish), in Taiwan (In Chinese), and parts will be given in Great Britain this summer.  A holdings course is currently under development for release in Feb. 2001 and a train-the-trainer session will be held in LC just prior to ALA Midwinter.  A call for trainers will be issued in early Fall 2000.  Those interested in being trainers should contact Jean Hirons.  An advanced serials workshop is under development.  It will be available in Summer 2001.

4. The CONSER publications patterns experiment began in June and the first pattern entered was for the journal, Heart Failure Reviews.  There are now close to 20 institutions participating and interest is very high.  New York University was able to successfully upload the pattern to GEAC.  Further work will be done with vendors and workflow issues.

5. Module 31 to the CONSER Cataloging Manual will be revised this summer to identify new issues related to the cataloging of e-journals.  Update 12 to the CONSER Editing Guide will be available soon.  It includes instructions for use of the new codes and other recent changes.

3. National Serials Data Program news.

1. NSDP and RR Bowker are collaborating to create a cataloging position, in NSDP, to assign ISSN's and create Ulrich's entries on the same group of titles.  The person will work at NSDP.  One focus will be to work on electronic journals.  Recruiting will start soon and they will be recruiting from the outside to fill this position.  Work continues on e-journals.

2. NSDP is now officially a section of the Serials Division, Cataloging Operations (Section IV) of LC.

3. Work on the ISSN manual revision continues.  In September NSDP will be hosting between 35 and 40 ISSN directors from around the world.  The first two days will be devoted to revising the ISSN manual.  In particular they will try to harmonize the ISSN manual and practices with ISBD and with the proposed AACR Chapter 12 revisions.  A lot of harmonization has already been done, but there is still more to do, particularly in the area of major and minor title changes, title transcription, and other topics.

4. NSDP continues to be overwhelmed by the number of requests for ISSN's for electronic materials.  The most startling were requests for Palm Pilot versions of Wall Street Journal and other popular journals.

4. Following these reports Regina gave a shortened version of the presentation on ISSN: Link and Cross-link for Data and Metadata, which she had given earlier at the Metadata Preconference. 

1. ISSN is retooling for the digital age.  It is reinventing itself for the 21st century and looking for new kinds of partnerships and collaborations.  The ISSN will remain an identifier for digital manifestations.

2. ISSN is embracing continuing resources and will be trying to cover different kinds of continuing resources.

3. For example, ISSN may start to cover loose-leafs, databases, and web sites.  (Later in the meeting Regina asked the audience if they wanted to see ISSN's on loose-leafs and there was an overwhelming number in favor of it.)

4. If they do cover web sites they may need to collaborate with these web sites, because of their overwhelming number.

5. One of ISSN's possible links to data and metadata is for the ISSN to become a URN.  ISSN has applied to become a URN "namespace."

6. They are starting a pilot project (ISSN Online) where the ISSN center has the opportunity to download a plug-in to enable users to type an ISSN number into their browser, connect directly to the resource, then retrieve the ISSN online record.  This is the syntax for the above application: URN:ISSN:[number].  It's currently experimental, but when it opens up Regina will post an announcement on the appropriate listservs.

7. Regina gave a demonstration on how to do this and what it looked like on the screen.  When you do this, you get a split screen, with the journal on the top of the screen and the metadata record on the bottom.

8. ISSN Online is available for free trial at: http://www.issn.org.  It contains 900,000 records in the ISSN database and is on the web.

9. You can search by ISSN, keywords, and many other search modes.

10. This is an expensive product because it supports ISSN, and can't be free. However, at a recent strategic planning meeting it was discussed how this service could be made more affordable for other libraries.  Maybe a portion would be free, maybe another portion would be available by subscription.  They are looking at all kinds of ways to reduce costs, even the possibility of allowing advertising on their site.

11. Reference linking is another use for the ISSN.  Reference linking is the ability to link citations in one online article to the full text in the article cited.  It is currently a hot topic in the publishing industry.  This is partly because of its capabilities and partly because it involves negotiating over rights sharing, the question of who is to have access, and so on.

12. ISSN could be used in reference linking, but so far this has been found to be a problem because of the multiple ISSN's for different formats and because ISSN's aren't on all e-journals.  ISSN is looking into solutions.  One possibility arises from the use of field 776 for other physical forms.  It could include the ISSN.  From this you could build a table of cross-references of these ISSN's so that they could all be linked.  

13. Regina suggested that all the ISSN's for all versions could be printed on all the different versions.  From this could be built a table of corresponding ISSN's for print, online, CD-ROM, and other versions.  This table could then be available for downloading. 

14. ISSN could be used as a link to metadata.  

15. ISSN could also be used as a "Hook to Holdings" by building a link between the citation record and the library's holdings record for that citation.

16. Systems vendors should recognize the usefulness of links that are already in records.

17. You can prepare a family tree of linked records.  These links can be between the different versions of the work, between the print version, the CD-ROM version, the online version, etc.  There could also be links between earlier and later titles.  

18. By means of these links a screen display of a genealogical tree of links for a serial can be generated for the user to see.  This would be a family tree of serials and their different versions linked by their ISSN's and by their 760-78x linking fields. 

19. Would this generate a better display for users? Could this be used instead of having all holdings on one record?

20. Another capability is one could link to Ulrich's Online through the ISSN.

21. OPAC's can't stand alone, but would broaden their reach.  The catalog record can be a central access point, with links reaching out in different directions.

22. The catalog record can be a link between ISSN, JAKE, and OPAC.  This being so, there would no longer be a need for 510 fields.

23. Finally, there could be a link between publishers and libraries.  In some ways this already is partly being done.  When publishers apply for an ISSN they supply metadata for the title through an application form on Web.  This metadata is turned into an ISSN record.  Perhaps in the future a reworked, formatted metadata record can then be returned to the publishers.  The publisher can imbed this metadata into a header for the resource.  This can be done through CORC.  It can be used for better searches, improved search engine results, etc.

24. Is ISSN the missing link between data and metadata?

d. Cataloging Serials in Transition: The Challenges of Cataloging Online Serials Published by United States Government Agencies - Thomas A. Downing, Chief, Cataloging Branch of the Library Programs Service, U.S. Government Printing Office.

1. The presentation is on how GPO catalogers currently catalog government publications in the new online environment.

2. He first gave the definition of government publications (which is an old definition): those publications that are paid for and published as an individual document at government expense or as required by law.  This excludes a lot of publications, such as those publications that are for official use only, that are strictly administrative in nature, or documents that are classified for reasons of national security.  This exclusion covers a large number of publications.

3. This definition doesn't anticipate what we have seen in an online environment.  As a result they're being forced to apply an old definition to new circumstances.

4. Government web sites are difficult to navigate and are unintuitive.  

5. The scope of the cataloging program is not limited to what is physically distributed to depository libraries.

6. Government publications are moving further and further towards online access only.  They're moving from a friendly print environment, where the work came to GPO catalogers already defined and already classified, so that all they needed to do was catalog it.

7. They no longer have much notification from federal agencies when these agencies put their publications on the web.  It's much cheaper for them to use the web than print it their information.

8. As a result the GPO catalogers have to be very pro-active and go out and look for government published serials.  This is now part of their workflow and has changed what they're doing.  It's added to their workload.

9. The old definition no longer works.  For example, what isn't covered by the old definition: PubMed and PubScience are search engines published by government agencies which point to commercial titles that need to be paid for and are not part of Title 44.  They decided to catalog PubMed and PubScience anyway.  These are the kinds of things they've had to adapt to.

10. Government web sites are not as well organized as the private sector or as accessible.  There are new definitions to government publications and applying web sites.

11. They are having problems with old issues being replaced on the Web when a new issue comes out.  Many agencies delete the older issue, putting the new one in its place.  Many agencies don't understand the concept of archival and bibliographic control.

12. There is a different environment from the old days.  As a result they have to find new approaches.

1. They're working more and more in team environments.  Teams are composed of management specialists, catalogers, and other types of librarians.  These teams evaluate the resources.  They're not just cataloging anymore.

2. They are learning as they go along.

3. The questions they ask: Does this meet the traditional definition of a government publication?  (Sometimes they don't, so they have to make new definitions.)  Is it available in other formats or media?  Does this resource meet the definition of a serial?  Is the work available in other formats?  For the moment they're finding it better to use the CONSER single record approach.

4. This is an interim situation.

5. Since 1998 the GPO has become a large user of PURLS as a means of identifying publications.  So far 4,800 of the government's online works have PURLS.  They only have to update the URL in a PURL server.  This helps catalogers become more productive. 

6. To do this they are not updating cataloging records.  They are updating URL's in the PURL server.  It would be a good idea for other libraries to look into the use of PURLS.  They should download the OCLC software on PURL's and see if it would be useful for them.

7. At the direction of Congress they are searching for online works that are versions of physical forms.  The physical form will no longer be distributed to depository libraries.  This is causing GPO forms to move towards an online only record.

13. Trends.

1. Web sites are improving in how information is presented and organized.  They are more and more replicating the print environment.

2. They are moving to single online record only.

3. They are learning by doing.

14. Following the talk there was time for questions and a chance for people to make comments.

1. Question: For the online record, will GPO distribute the DC record back to the publisher so it can be embedded into the record?  Answer: Downing said he thought of this possibility during the previous presentation on ISSN's and metadata.  When he returns to Washington they will study this further.

2. Question: Will they make the print record a dead serial and reissue it? Answer: We'll have more maintenance.  We usually won't see the paper anymore, though there may be some occasions when a work does reappear in paper.  We will do the links.  Also, if we know for sure that the paper version is dead, we'll do our best to close the paper record.

3. Question:  Would it require legislation to force agencies to archive their online works?  Answer: There's no legislation to force agencies to do this. So the GPO is trying to do it for them, but it's happening slowly. They have an online collections plan that requires them to have permanent access.  They are looking for partnerships with institutions that are willing to collect and keep these records.

e. Revising AACR2 to Accommodate Seriality, Harmonization Efforts of AACR2 with ISBE(ER), and Updates - Jean Hirons, CONSER Coordinator, Library of Congress.  (According to Sally, the person who has been leading us in the idea of seriality from the beginning.  She has been going to meetings and keeping us current with all the latest.)

1. Where are we in the rule revision process for Chapter 12?

1. The ISBD(S)Working Group is meeting at IFLA in Jerusalem.

2. The JSC will meet in London in September to discuss revised Chapter 12.

3. The ISSN directors will meet at LC in October.

4. In November there will be a "Meeting of Experts" at LC to harmonize certain issues.

5. She met with the directors of European libraries in Toronto last month.

2. What we have accomplished so far in rule revision:

1. The new concepts of integrating resources are being widely accepted.

2. There has been a major revision of Chapter 12 of the AACR.

3. There are new rules on how to handle changes.

4. Examples of electronic resources have been added to the revised Chapter 12.

5. Once harmonization is achieved everybody will be on the same page and doing things similarly.  In the future, there will be less need for LCRIs to maintain harmonization.

6. Introducing the new concepts of continuing resources, integrating resources, etc. is a major accomplishment.

7. Still to be accomplished is a better accommodation of the whole resource.  For one thing, they still don't have access to the latest title and latest publisher.

8. The revised Chapter 12 is organized on key concepts.  Included is a new definition of serials.  The new definition says a serial is a "continuing resource in any medium issued in a succession of discrete parts, usually bearing numeric or chronological designations, that usually has no predetermined conclusion."

9. There is a new world of monographs, serials, and integrating resources.

10. What does it mean?  We can now consider as serials: newsletters of conferences, e-journals, things that eventually came out as serials, but may not go on forever.  We can also treat as a serial a work even if it has no separate issues or if its first issue doesn't have enumeration/chronology.

11. Jean gave the definition of integrating resource as "a bibliographic resource that is added to or changed by means of updates that do not remain discrete and are integrated into the whole."

12. The impact of the new definition is there is a new category of works that are continuing, but are not serial.  They are similar to serials, but they're very different types of resources.  Examples are loose-leafs and web sites

13. Loose-leafs, etc. will be cataloged differently from serials.

14. How to identify loose-leafs, web sites, etc.?  Use the identifier "i" for them in the serial 008, but still use "s" for serials.  This has been looked at favorably at the recent MARBI meeting.  There has been no vote yet, but there are positive feelings on it.  

15. Jean asked the audience if they liked this new code "i" and there was a great positive response.  She informed them that people at the latest NASIG conference liked it also.

16. How will it impact on CONSER?  What will CONSER encompass? Should it also take on integrating resources or should, perhaps, BIBCO? CONSER isn't big enough to take on all of this. Jean asked the audience what they thought CONSER should do.  The consensus was that CONSER should stick to serials, but at least do the documentation for all these other resources.  

17. Jean asks how all this will affect the way library cataloging will be organized in the future.  Who is to catalog the integrating resources?  How would changes in bib level impact on who is to catalog resources in the library?  At most institutions serials catalogers do web sites.  (Jean asked for a show of hands of those in the audience, most of whom were serials catalogers, and most indicated they do the cataloging of electronic resources.)  One person indicated that at their library they have an "electronic resources team."

3. Harmonization issues involve title changes; rules for transcription of the title; the possibility of an International Standard Serial Title (ISST); the question of whether to describe serials from the earliest issue or the latest issue; and possible changes in entry conventions.  

1. With regard to title changes a change would be considered minor if the change is only in the addition or deletion of words anywhere in the title that represents type of resource (e.g., magazine, report), or the change is only the adding to or deletion from or the changes of words in a list, for example a travel guide or economic reports when countries represented in the title come and go in subsequent publishings.  This would mean fewer title changes in the future.

2. In title transcription some changes are needed if ISST is adopted in order to standardize how we transcribe titles.  For example, we should always use the full form, not the initialism. 

3. The ISST will replace key titles and uniform titles.  The ISSN will be used as the authority file for ISST's.  It will replace the key title and the uniform title in most cases and serve as the identifier for the resource and the benchmark in determining major/minor changes.

4. The question is who would assign the ISST.  It's not easy to decide who will do this.

5. Corporate body qualifiers are a major problem.  While it's easy to come to an agreement on how to transcribe a title, it's difficult for all to agree how to transcribe a corporate body.  All the countries have different rules for establishing corporate bodies.  So corporate body modifiers are still stumbling blocks.

6. The ISST will be applied to all continuing resources, but it would be different for integrating resources, so someone suggested it be called an Integrating Resources Standard Title (IRST).  There is a need to see how this works with legal loose leafs and titles which already have a uniform title.

7. There are lots of benefits if we can figure out how to use the ISST.  It would allow us to share records, to use ISSN to its capabilities, and to identify titles better.  It would be a benchmark for major changes, so that all the different cataloging rules would cause us to create a new record at the same time.  It would allow more use of the ISSN.  It would allow for more record sharing and cooperative cataloging.  It would allow us to describe from the latest issue, because we would have a stable title in the ISST harmonization.

8. There are several stumbling blocks at the moment.  With the dataflow of records from different databases everyone would need access to a central database, which currently does not exist.  (The ISSN database could perhaps be used as an authority for these titles.)  Corporate body main entry is a problem because if the ISST is to be the benchmark for when we make a change this would disagree with AACR regarding main entry.  As a result corporate body main entry probably can no longer be used.  There would be transliteration differences.  (Would it have to be restricted to the Roman alphabet?)  Also how would it be tagged?  (Can't use 130.)  Maybe a new field will need to be created.

9. The main thing with ISST is that it is for the long term, not now, because we can't implement it anytime soon.  The Chapter 12 revision can't be held up because of the ISST.  There are too many major issues with the ISST that have to be decided and we have to move forward.

10. A question from the audience asked how splits or mergers would affect the ISST.  Jean answered that in these cases you would have a new record.  The ISST is to be a stable title over time for minor changes.  This is within successive entry as we now know it.

11. Jean asked for a show of hands from her listeners on whether we should be pursuing the ISST concept.  The response was favorable.

12. The ISST would allow us to describe from latest issue.  It would be easier to do all integrating resources one way (from earliest or latest issue).  If we can't have ISST then we can't go to the latest title concept.  We'd have to do something different, like uniform title or something.

13. The ISST would be used in links and she thinks things would be easier if we used latest entry approach.  For example, under current rules if a minor change in title is made, it gets lumped in with other 246s.  Latest entry would let you change the 245 to latest form of the title, with earlier titles to be put in 246. The ISST would be used in the links.

14. Jean asked for a show of hands of those favoring cataloging from the latest issue.  There were not many in the audience in favor of cataloging from the latest issue.  (Only four people raised their hands.)

15. Jean mentioned that there are things to think about the question of whether to continue with successive cataloging or to return to latest issue cataloging.  It would be easier to know that you only had to make a title change if the numbering of a serial started over.  It's a problem splitting up holdings on successive records.  There would be the problem of linking successive records to different physical manifestations.  .  We'd eliminate the need to distinguish between major/minor changes.  

16. In response to an audience question Jean responded that there are cases when you would still need to make a new record: when the numbering starts over, when the serial splits, or when separate serials merge. 

17. It's true there are some problems with latest entry.  For example, what if the work is unnumbered or the corporate body changes?  Another problem is that latest entry cataloged records would be increasingly complex.  There would be many item records.

18. Someone from the audience asked about the practicalities of collapsing current successive records.  Jean answered that would be something they would not do, in that collapsing all our current successive records would not be a good use of our time.

19. The issue of latest entry cataloging will be discussed further at the meeting in November.

20. Jean asked if there is enough interest in the subject for us to at least study the situation of whether to use latest issue cataloging and look at it from all angles.  There was a better response in favor of this further study (at least 50% of those attending).

21. In response to another audience question she noted that with the Chapter 12 revision Hallam's book on cataloging loose-leaf publications and other works on how to catalog web sites, and such, would have to be revised.

4. Jean thanked the audience for its feedback.

5. Sally thanked Jean as she "always provides very inspiring thoughts for us."

III. Announcements (Sally Tseng, CSSC Chair).

a. A book based on the proceedings of the Metadata Preconference will be published.  Expected publication date is ALA's next mid-winter conference.

b. Sally recognized the outgoing members of the CSSC: Carolynne Myall and Ruth Christ.

c. She recognized the new members of the committee: Renette Davis (Senior Serials Cataloger, University of Chicago Library), David C. Van Hoy (Principal Serials Cataloger, MIT Libraries), and Rebecca Uhl (Science Cataloger, Arizona State University).

d. Sally asked for anyone to send comments on the revision for Chapter 12 to her e-mail address and she'll forward these to the JSC.

e. Sally ended the meeting by thanking everyone who attended.  She especially thanked the speakers and asked the audience to give them a big round of applause.

IV. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

John Radencich, Recorder

Serials Cataloger

Florida International University Library

With contributions from:

Mary Grenci, Serials Catalog Librarian, University of Oregon Library

Jean Hirons, CONSER Coordinator, Library of Congress

Carolynne Myall, Head, Collection Services, University Libraries of Eastern Washington

Regina Reynolds, Head, National Serials Data Program, Library of Congress

Ellen Rappaport, Technical Services Librarian, Albany Law School

Sally C. Tseng, Chair, CSSC, and Head, Serials Cataloging, University of California, Irvine

