ALCTS Organization and Bylaws Committee

20076 ALA Midwinter Meeting

Seattle, Washington

Washington State Convention & Trade Center, Room 301

Sunday, January 21, 2007

1:30-5:00 p.m.

Present: Dale Swensen (chair); Kate Harcourt (at-large), Dustin Larmore (at-large) Margaret Mering (SS); Anton J. Olson (CCS); Beth Schobernd ( PARS); Nancy Singleton (CRG); Stephen J. Smith (AS), Carolyn Coates (Intern)

Absent: John Vickery (CMDS)

Guests: Sue Kellerman, Bruce Johnson, Pamela Bluh
Introductions

Approval of Minutes from the June 2006 Meeting

The minutes were unanimously approved.

Assignment of Minutes

Kate Harcourt volunteered to take the minutes.
Review of the ALCTS Newspaper Discussion Group
Beth distributed copies of her report of this discussion group, together with the self-study review questionnaire completed by Sue Kellerman, chair of the group. The aim of this group is to provide a forum for the discussion of newspaper collection development and such management issues as the selection, preservation, stack maintenance and bibliographic control.  The committee agreed that this group is the only place where this type of information can be shared and their meetings are well-attended. The committee agreed that this discussion group fills an important role and should be continued.

Action needed: 

Inform the ALCTS Board and the chair of the Discussion Group.

News from the ALCTS Board Meeting 

Dale reported on major items discussed at the ALCTS Board meeting on Saturday. The consent agenda was approved.  Diane Dates Casey, ALCTS Councilor reported.  A report by the Library of Congress Working Group in the Future of Bibliographic Control was discussed.  Charles Wilt reported on the upcoming ALCTS 50th Anniversary Celebration.  The LRTS editor reported and stressed the need for a system to manage manuscripts and the need for digital preservation.  Beth Camden reported on the Non-English Access Task Force.
Revision of ALCTS Bylaws
Discussion continued (and had been conducted since Annual over e-mail) on revisions that need to be made to the ALCTS bylaws. ALCTS leaders have suggested the removal of the section names from Article X, to avoid the necessity of polling the entire membership when a section wishes to change its name.  After lengthy discussion and consultation with Bruce and Pamela, the Committee moved to remove section names from the bylaws.  A revision of Article X, section 1, with section names and objects removed, was subsequently presented to the ALCTS Board and approved.  The Committee discussed the word “object” and despite concern over the word’s ambiguity, the term won’t be changed at this point.
The Committee also discussed exploring the creation of individual section bylaws.

Action needed:

Dale will discuss this with the ALCTS Board.  O & B members will discuss the proposal in their Sections. The initial response has been unenthusiastic due to workload concerns.  Dale will craft a generic set of bylaws that can be adapted for any section for consideration.
Interest Group Review
Interest Groups petition every 3 years for renewal.  They do not do a self-study but ten signatures are required.  This can be problematic since an interest group is automatically dissolved if this does not happen.
Action needed:

Dale will appoint an Interest Group Coordinator to contact chairs when it is time to petition for renewal.
Interest Group Documentation
The Committee began to look at references to Interest Groups on the ALCTS web site and noted some areas that are unclear and where additional links might be helpful.

Action needed:

Dale will follow up with Charles to see that these get fixed.

Schedule Assignments for Upcoming Reviews
Two groups will come up for review in 2006/2007.    Coordinators were assigned for those groups as follows:

2006/2007 Role of the Professional in Academic Research Technical Services Departments DG—Tony

2006.07 International Relations Committee--John

