
ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Annual Meeting 2007, Washington, D.C.
Members present on June 24:  Qiang Jin (Chair); Lynda L. Aldana; Lisa Bruere; Patricia M. Dragon; Linda G. Gabel; John Norman Mitchell; Hideyuki Morimoto; Teresa D. Negrucci.  Member absent on June 24:  Richard Baumgarten.
1.1
Welcome and introduction of members and guests
1.2
Adoption of agenda                                                                                  
The agenda was adopted.
1.3
Adoption of 2007 Midwinter minutes

Intern mentioned that section 1.3 of the minutes should read “Annual minutes” not “Midwinter minutes.”


The minutes were adopted as corrected.  
Minutes are available on the SAC Web page:

http://www.ala.org/ala/alctscontent/catalogingsection/catcommittees/subjectanalysis/sacmw07.doc   
1.4
Update on MARBI (Stephen Hearn on behalf of Bonnie Dede)          [SAC07-ANN/1]
See written report (attached).
1.4.1 Discussion of relevant MARBI proposals and discussion papers
1.5
Report on the Sears List of Subject Headings (Joseph Miller)            [SAC07-ANN/2]
See written report (attached).
Someone asked if there are plans to make SACO proposals for the Japanese genres that are not in LCSH.  Joseph stated that he hasn’t done so himself yet, but the information is available for anyone who feels the need to make proposals.  
Joseph was asked whether the Web version of Sears would be generally available or by subscription only.  Joseph confirmed it is available through subscription.
Joan Mitchell advised that in addition to the new Spanish translation of Sears, there is also a new abridged Spanish edition (14th) of Dewey coming out later this year.  
1.6
Report of the liaison from the Cataloging Policy and Support Office of the Library of Congress (Paul Frank on behalf of Lynn El-Hoshy)                        [SAC07-ANN/3]
See written report (attached).
Paul expressed Lynn's regrets for not being able to attend the meeting.  Paul stated that he works on the Cooperative Cataloging Team at LC.  Starting in March 2007, the Cataloging Policy and Support Office has been posting temporary work details for other LC employees to shadow the subject specialists;  he was selected to shadow Lynn El-Hoshy for the period of March to August 2007.

Under “Statistics” on p. 4 of the report, Paul questioned if the figure for new LC Classification numbers was correct; he will advise of any correction if needed after the conference.  [After the conference, Paul confirmed that the figure is correct—it includes the additions of 053 numbers for literary authors as well.  The 053 workflow is separate from the LCC online proposal system workflow, but the statistics for both workflows are counted together.]
Under the section of the report on the MARC Distribution Service (p. 5) dealing with LC’s decision to provide more subject string authority records for popular and frequently-assigned headings, someone in the audience asked if the records will get a $w for the former heading when the subdivisions change.  Paul assumed they would, but will find out for sure.  [After the conference, Paul confirmed that Ron Goudreau, head of the CPSO unit overseeing this project, has informed him that these subject string authority records will be treated no differently from any other established LCSH authority record; that is, if a change is made and the former heading is a valid cross-reference, then the cross reference will be coded $w nne.]
In reference to the agreement allowing for the inclusion of non-roman data in name authorities (p. 5 of the report), Adam Schiff asked whether there were similar plans to include non-roman data in subject authorities.  Paul stated that while they are talking about it, there is nothing definite to report at this time.
1.7
Dewey Decimal Classification Division Reports                                  [SAC07-ANN/4]
1.7.1 Report of the Decimal Classification Division Liaison (Julianne Beall)

1.7.2 Report on Dewey Classification and OCLC Dewey Services (Joan Mitchell)
See written reports (attached).
Julianne Beall mentioned that in light of the retirements at LC, and in an effort to keep up with production, they have started working with a software program to identify places where Dewey numbers and LCC numbers can be mapped one-to-one.  The software allows for the Dewey number to be assigned automatically when the LCC number is assigned, and it is working quite well.  There are 478 records so far, and they hope to expand it now that it is working.

Joan Mitchell distributed a discussion paper on transgendered people that will be discussed at the second SAC meeting on Monday.  She would like as much feedback from SAC as possible.

Joseph Miller asked Julianne Beall about the mapping between LCC and DDC, and whether it could be used to enhance those bibliographic records that have only one classification number but it would be beneficial to have a second.  Julianne confirmed that the research office at OCLC is looking at this in connection with WorldCat.
1.7.3 Report of the Dewey Classification Editorial Policy Committee liaison (Qiang Jin on behalf of Migell Acosta)                                                               [SAC07-ANN/5]
Migell was unable to attend; Qiang Jin gave his report on his behalf.  See written report (attached).
1.8
Report of the Chair of SAC (Qiang Jin)                                               [SAC07-ANN/6]
See written report (attached).
1.9
IFLA liaison report (David Miller & Ed O’Neill)                               [SAC07-ANN/7]
See written report (attached).
1.10
Report of the liaison from the Music Library Association (Beth Flood)

                                                                                                                              [SAC07-ANN/8]
See written report (attached).
1.11 Report of the liaison from the American Association of Law Libraries (Yael Mandelstam)                                                                                          [SAC07-ANN/9]
See written report (attached).
1.12 Report of the liaison from the Art Libraries Society of North America (Linda R. Cuccurullo)                                                                                            [SAC07-ANN/10]
See written report (attached).
Linda discussed ARLIS' questions about LC's treatment of artists' groups as corporate bodies (see p. 2 of the report).  Paul Frank confirmed that there has been no policy change at LC.  For the weekly lists, LC had been receiving artists' groups that appeared to be correctly formatted as Group 2 headings as subjects.  But when they looked at the works that had generated these proposals, LC realized they were in fact corporate bodies.  So LC is not changing its policy, but they are going to add a footnote in the next update to the SCM H405 under Group 2--Subject Authority Group Headings, Artists' groups that will read: "This category includes artists' groups that are often informally organized, may not be self-named, and do not play a role in collectively promoting and marketing their work.  Headings for artists' groups that are self-identified by a particular name and function as a business firm in creating, publishing, promoting, and marketing their works are established as corporate entities according to descriptive cataloging conventions."  Therefore, it is more of an explanatory footnote than a change of policy.

Someone asked if they would have to prove that the artists’ group was incorporated.  Paul Frank stated no.

Hideyuki Morimoto turned to the forth bullet under section 1 of the ARLIS report, which stated that biennials are cataloged as monographs, and asked Linda if this was already established practice.  Linda asked Sherman Clarke to respond.  Sherman stated that practice varies, but that a lot of libraries find that the biennial catalogs are just different enough, and have distinctive titles, that they would rather catalog them as monographs.  But that if the sequence of the catalogs does keep very much the same pattern that some libraries might treat it serially; use cataloger’s judgment.
Qiang mentioned that starting at Midwinter 2008, Sherman Clarke will be the ARLIS liaison to SAC.  Qiang thanked Linda for her contributions.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Members present on June 25:  Qiang Jin (Chair); Lynda L. Aldana; Lisa Bruere; Patricia M. Dragon; Linda G. Gabel; John Norman Mitchell; Hideyuki Morimoto; Teresa D. Negrucci.  Member absent on June 25:  Richard Baumgarten.
2.1
Welcome and introduction of members and guests

2.2
Old business

2.2.1 Consent agenda:  (1) Vote to approve the revised charge of the SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings:
Revised charge:  “To analyze the future of subject cataloging, with emphasis on Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), through the use of SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) analysis, taking into consideration both internal forces within the library community and the external environment. A preliminary report will be made at Annual 2007 with the final report at Midwinter 2008 and a program made at Annual 2008.”
Motion to revise the charge was moved and seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.
2.3
Report on the SACO-at-Large meeting (John Norman Mitchell)     [SAC07-ANN/11]
See written report (attached).
John mentioned that David Miller from Curry College will be serving as the SACO representative on the policy committee.

2.4
Report of the Joint PCC SCT/CCS SAC Task Force on Library of Congress Classification Training Materials (Lori Robare)                                [SAC07-ANN/12]
See written report (attached).

Lori reported on the preconference at Annual, which was very well attended.  Evaluations were in-depth and attendees were pleased with the content.  They were short about five manuals, which was frustrating.  Biggest challenge was time.  This is a two-day workshop, but they felt quite rushed toward the end.  The committee met this morning to discuss the challenges, and they have a plan that will allow them to keep as much content and still provide the fundamentals for LC Classification.  There may also be a way to spread out the content over more than two days.  Some of the material will be moved into appendices and can be used for longer workshops, or at local institutions.   The committee also worked on material for the website and publicity that will describe the course.  There is a call for trainers with a deadline in mid-July; a cadre of trainers will be trained at LC in October, and will be available for institutions to host by November.


Lori motioned that the committee’s charge be extended until Midwinter to finish its work.  Motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

2.5
Report of the SAC Subcommittee on FAST (Qiang Jin)                    [SAC07-ANN/13]
See written report (attached).
2.5.1  Update of the FAST Project (Ed O’Neill, OCLC)                    [SAC07-ANN/14]
See written report (attached).

Shannon Hoffman asked if there is a way to get the list of ‘Law and legislation.’  Yael Mandelstam said she could send the headings they have extracted already.  
Mary Charles Lasater asked if Ed plans to use this in WorldCat to make corrections.  Ed stated they should be pursuing that as well.  Mary Charles also asked about uniform titles and whether they actually changed all of them.  Ed stated some formatting and editing was done, and any time a change is made, it isn’t necessarily substantive.  The majority of changes were stylistic.

John Mitchell asked if LC’s decision to continue pre-coordinated strings affected the FAST project.  Ed stated a reverse decision would actually have been more problematic because they have relied on LC’s statement to continuing their current practice to provide stability to the FAST project.

2.6
Report of the SAC Genre/Form Subcommittee (Lynda Aldana)      [SAC07-ANN/15]
See written report (attached).
The program at ALA Annual 2007 was Saturday, June 23 from 1:30-3:30 in the Convention Center.  The subcommittee had planned for between 200-300 people, and it was a standing room only crowd.   The topic was:  “New Developments in Form/Genre Access: where we are, where are we heading, and where we want to be.”  Speakers were Robert Maxwell (Brigham Young University), Adam L. Schiff (University of Washington), and Geraldine Ostrove (Library of Congress); the moderator was Chris Cronin (University of Colorado at Boulder).  
Evaluations were positive.  The subcommittee has completed its charge.  Qiang thanked committee members and asked for a motion to disband the subcommittee.  
Mary Charles Lasater asked what SAC plans to do about all of the decisions at LC, as well as all of the front-ends that are now dealing with form/genre headings.  If we disband the committee, is SAC going to take this on as a committee as a whole, will it set up a new committee, or will it extend the charge of the present one?  
Lori Robare supported Mary Charles’ statements about the high level of interest in form/genres and stated there is a large training component that has not yet been addressed.  She stated that form/genres will require work similar to that of the committee that helped organize the implementation of subfield ‘v’ because there is a lot to be done with basic implementation.  Lori stated her personal preference would be for SAC to appoint a new committee that would have a different charge than the existing one, and to include implementation in that new charge.
Along these lines, John Mitchell stated that the GSAFD 2nd ed. is no longer available and asked whether SAC could ask ALA/ALCTS to resume publication of that document.  Linda Gabel stated that the GSAFD terms are available online, even though the entire publication and the instructions for application are no longer published in print.  John added that the GSAFD authority records are also available for download.  Linda stated that the OCLC terminologies project also makes it available as a browsable/searchable file.  Mary Charles stated that this was a slightly separate topic, but supported the idea of ALCTS placing the instructions and links to records be placed on the SAC page if ALA is not interested in issuing another print edition.  John thanked Mary Charles for the support, and asked if SAC could find a way to provide these links on the Web page.  Qiang stated she’d look into it.
Bruce Trumble, former Chair of SAC, gave some history on the subcommittee.  When LC first announced its plans to implement form/genres, he spoke with Lynn El-Hoshy and asked if she would like to have SAC appoint a committee to advise on the process; at the time she said she’d like that very much but that they weren’t ready for it.  So SAC went ahead and established the program planning subcommittee, and that we would wait until the time is right to form an implementation subcommittee.  Qiang asked if Bruce was suggesting that SAC wait for LC to ask for the subcommittee; Bruce stated that while it would have to be done in coordination with LC, the time did seem right to do so.
Ed O’Neill stated that if a new subcommittee is formed, perhaps they should work with the FRASAR group because they, too, might be addressing form/genres.

Adam Schiff stated there is a need for training, as already mentioned, but that this is also an opportunity for the community at large to provide some guidance on what it would like to see LC do.  At the SACO-at-Large meeting the issue came up of whether genres for motion pictures could be subdivided geographically; it would be good to have a mechanism in place to make recommendations to LC.  So there are two issues:  (1) advising LC as to priorities for development of new vocabularies in other areas, and (2) training and implementation for application of form/genres.
Mary Charles stated that the geographic aspect of from/genre is complex, and that if the energy and opportunity is here and we should take advantage of it.  

Linda Gabel stated that the present subcommittee has probably fulfilled it charge and that perhaps a new subcommittee needs to be formed.  She called the motion to disband the current committee.  The subcommittee was unanimously disbanded with thanks.  Linda further proposed that under the ‘New Business’ portion of the agenda, SAC discuss the formation of a new committee.
2.7
Report of the SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings (Lisa Bruere)

                                                                                                                              [SAC07-ANN/16]
See written report (attached).
Lisa stated they will send a draft final report to committee members before distributing.  A program for Annual 2008 is being planned for either Monday 8-10 or Saturday 8-10.
Stephen Hearn asked about whether the committee’s approach to invite comments on a listserv worked well.  Lisa thinks it worked well and they had a wide range of comments.  The listserv moderator did a great job.  Approximately 750 people signed up on the listserv and there have been approximately 400 email postings.
2.8
Report on the Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records (Marcia Zeng & Athena Salaba)                                                                                          
Marcia gave a PowerPoint presentation on the IFLA Working Group on the Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records and also discussed the user task survey results and the proposed model for FRBR Group 3 entities.
Adam asked if genre/form is out of the scope of this working group.  Athena stated that their charge is mostly aboutness so genre/forms don’t fit. 

2.9
Discussion period

2.9.1
Transgendered People:  A Discussion Paper.  The paper was presented to the committee by Julianne Beall and Joan Mitchell.  They are also making contact with the GLBT community at ALA, and they have created an entry in the Dewey blog for the discussion paper.  They would like comments and questions on two questions:  (1) is the development for transgendered people at T1—0867 a satisfactory placement?, and; (2) is there any need for provisions for “asexuality and asexuals,” “people with no sexual orientation,” or “neutral sexual orientation.”

Someone asked if the concept of asexuality is the same as celibacy in DDC.  Joan stated that in Table 1 they had no mention of asexuality, though they mention people with no sexual orientation.  And in the section on Sociology they had a category for asexuality and people with neutral sexual orientation.  They are trying (1) to get this terminology consistent in both places, and (2) to understand if these categories are needed.  When they looked in WorldCat, the only resources they found in the range of asexuals were works on eunuchs, which did not seem to be appropriately classified there.  The initial feedback they have received doesn’t seem to point to a need to continue with “people with no sexual orientation,” or “neutral sexual orientation,” but that they should continue with asexuals and asexuality.  Indeed, there is literature available on the Web, even if it’s not manifested in our usual source of literary warrant, and we can get advice with colleagues with direct experience and interest in this topic.

Lisa Bruere asked what defines literary warrant and whether our usual sources are current enough.  Joan stated that concept of literary warrant is fluid, which is why they go to major stakeholders in cases like these.  

2.9.2
Encore product (Dinah Sanders, Product Manager, Innovative Interfaces, Inc.)                               

        http://www.iii.com/encore 

                http://youtube.com/watch?v=Qj_tMDbCs9M                  

Dinah gave a tour of the product to SAC.  
John Mitchell asked if there are filters for community tagging.  Dinah stated that the development of the product is iterative, and that partners haven’t asked for it yet.  The library does have the ability to delete tags, however.
Someone asked where they pull tags from.  Dinah stated that they are pulling from various parts of the bibliographic record, as well as see-references from authority records.  They are always strategizing from where to get tags and headings.  
Adam Schiff asked about genre/form headings and relator codes in MARC records and whether they can function as facets in Encore.  Dinah stated they would want to do usability studies about how people want to search for resources.  The MARC record contains robust metadata.  Adam mentioned that role metadata (authors, singers, etc.) is being emphasized more in the development of the new cataloging code, RDA.

John Mitchell asked if the result sets are prioritized according to user profiles.  Dinah stated no because libraries prefer user anonymity, unlike Amazon, which tracks everything you buy.  Shannon Hoffman asked if users can actively save that information in the system.  Dinah stated not right now, but the possibility would be there for future iterations.
2.9.2 Open discussion

None.

2.10 New business
Qiang opened discussion on the possibility of creating a new subcommittee on genre/form headings.  Lori Robare supported the idea and reiterated two distinct components, as mentioned in earlier discussions:  (1) helping to advise LC as they move forward, and (2) the continuing education component.  Lori also noted that perhaps we do not need to draft the charge today in the big group.  John Mitchell asked if Paul Frank could take the issue to Lynn El-Hoshy and CPSO at LC and ask what is needed from SAC.  Paul stated he would do that.  Yael Mandelstam mentioned that perhaps a subcommittee could help coordinate between LC and the special interest groups and the work they are all doing so we could move forward more quickly.  Adam stated that once LC is able to accept proposals for form/genre headings we could have a group of headings already ready to propose.  Qiang sent a sign-up sheet around to gauge interest in joining such a subcommittee.
John returned to idea of SAC providing a link to GSAFD.  Lisa Bruere supported the idea.  Adam stated this could go to CCS Executive tomorrow.  Qiang will speak with CCS tomorrow to see how we can proceed.  
2.11
Open announcement period required by the Committee

Lynda Aldana has completed her term on SAC and Qiang thanked her for her contributions to the committee and her work as chair of the subcommittee on form/genres.  Christopher Cronin will be a SAC member starting July 1, 2007.  The new interns for 2007/08 will be Philip Young (Virginia Tech) and Molly E. Dahl (Vanderbilt University).
Linda Cuccarullo provided copies of a paper that is based partly on the work done by the SAC Task Force on Named Buildings & Other Structures.  

            Qiang mentioned that she is the guest editor of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly 

            special theme issue, vol. 45, no. 3. The title of the issue is “The Intellectual and 
            Professional World of Cataloging” that will be published in 2008.
No other announcements.  
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Cronin, Intern
 [SAC07-ANN/1]

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LIBRARY

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48109-1205

June 12, 2007

Dear Subject Analysis Committee:

As the Subject Analysis Committee (SAC) liaison to MARBI, I would like to report 

on the status of several MARBI proposals, discussion papers and reports.

Status of Proposals 


2007-01  "Definition of Subfields $b and $j in Field 041 in the MARC 21 Bibliographic 

                Format"



         Cf. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-01.html



   Status:  Proposed by Online Audiovisual Catalogers, Inc. (OLAC) to 





     eliminate possible coding ambiguity in Field 041 by redefining 

                                                     definition of Subfield $j to "Language code of subtitle or caption" 




                 and Subfield $b to "Language code of summary or abstract." 





     Approved as amended to use definition of Subfield $j in plural 





     (Language code of subtitles or captions)

2007-02   "Incorporating Invalid Former Headings in 4XX Fields of the MARC 21 


      Authority Format"


.


Cf. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-02.html



      Status:  Proposed by Program for Cooperative Cataloging, Task 




        Group on the Function of the Authority File to incorporate




        invalid former heading information into MARC 21 authority




        records, in cases where the former heading might not be 




        considered a valid or useful reference: by defining a new code




        in Subfield $w/2 (Control subfield/Earlier form of heading) 




        of the 4XX fields (See From Tracing fields) to indicate that 

                                           the earlier heading recorded in the field is invalid. Approved 




        as amended: value "h" (Do not display) defined for Subfield




        $w/1; Subfield $w/2 will use existing values as appropriate 




        ("e" for earlier established form of heading in the national




        authority file; "o" for earlier established form of heading





        in other authority file); Subfield $i may contain date that 




        the heading became invalid.

Subject Analysis Committee

June 12, 2007
Page 2


2007-04  "Use of Field 520 for Content Advice Statements in the MARC 21 


      Bibliographic Format"



         Cf. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-04.html



   Status:  Proposed by Revealweb Union Catalogue to use Field 520




     (Summary, etc.) in the Bibliographic Format to carry advice




     statements about types of content in items to assist visually 




     impaired users and others. Includes defining Subfield $c




     (identity of agency that supplied the advice) and Subfield $2 




     (source code of classification system used), with new First 





     Indicator value 4 (Content advice information).





To be discussed Saturday, June 23, Item 3, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.


   
         

Capitol Hilton, South American 


2007-06  "Changes for the German and Austrian Conversion to MARC 21"


         Cf. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-06.html



   Status:  Proposed by Deutsche Nationalbibliothek (German National 




     Library) (DNB).  Describes additions to MARC 21 [in 13 subparts] 





     that the German and Austrian communities need in order to support 




     their existing data transfer activities from  Maschinelles Austausch-





     format für Bibliotheken (MAB, Automated Library Exchange Format). 




     Note: Subpart 8: Define indicator for type for uncontrolled keywords 




     in the MARC 21 Bibliographic, Classification, and Community 




     Information Formats.




To be discussed Saturday, June 23, Item 5, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.


   
         



    Sunday, June 24, Item 4, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.






                Sunday, June 24, Item 3, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.







    Capitol Hilton, South American 

Status of Discussion Papers


2007-DP02  "Use of Field 520 for Content Advice Statements"

                  Cf.  http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-dp02.html


                 Status:  Proposed by Revealweb Union Catalogue. Discusses using 

                               


Field 520 Summary, etc.) in the Bibliographic Format to 




carry  advice statements about types of content in items, 




for visually impaired users and others. Discussion favored 




use of Field 520 rather than Field 521. See Proposal 





2007-04 above.                     
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2007-DP06  " Representation of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) System in 



MARC 21 Formats "



         Cf. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-dp06.html



   Status:  Proposed by Dewey Editorial Team, Deutsche National-
     



      
     bibliothek, LC, and OCLC to improve representation of  DDC 



     
     classification information across the MARC 21 format for the 




     purposes of data communication, application, and retrieval.




 To be discussed Saturday, June 23, Item 4, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 



 Capitol Hilton, South American 

If SAC members have questions, please contact me at the address below.

Sincerely yours,

Bonnie A. Dede

Head, Description Unit/Print Cataloging Section

100 Hatcher Graduate Library

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109-1205

Office: (734) 764-9361

bdede@  

umich.edu

[SAC07-ANN/2]

SEARS REPORT TO THE ALCTS

SUBJECT ANALYLSIS COMMITTEE

American Library Association Annual Conference

Washington, D.C., June 2007

Sears List of Subject Headings, 19th edition.
The 19th edition of the Sears List is being published this month in print and will also be made available to our electronic users in MARC21 authority format in the near future. There a total of 443 new new subject heading in this edition. Of special note is the development of new headings in two areas:  Islam and Graphic novels.  The growing interest in Islam among the general public and in school curricula is reflected in the new material published, for which the Sears List now provides heading such as Islam and politics, Islamic music, Muslim women, Shiites, Sunnis, and Dervishes, among others.

The extraordinary growth in the publication and collection of graphic novels is the impetus for the addition of more than thirty new headings, among them: Adventure graphic novels, Romance graphic novels, Superhero graphic novels, Manga, Komodo, and Mecha. These new headings were suggested to us by Katherine L. Kan, a noted expert in the field, who is preparing a Core Collection of Graphic Novels for the Wilson company. These headings are all genre headings and follow the patterns set by other literary form and genre headings already in the List.

The Sears List in Spanish

A new Spanish edition of the Sears List is in preparation, to be published early in 2008. Its title is Sears: Lista de Encabezamientos de Materia: Nueva traducción y adaptación de la lista Sears. It will consist of every heading in the current 19th edition of the English Sears List, more than 8,000 headings, plus nearly a thousand new headings for topics of uniquely Spanish or Latin American interest, incorporating the 1984 work of Carmen Rovira. The translation has been done by two translators in Venezuela who are also librarians and subject specialists. The editor of the project is Ivan E. Calimano of the library school at the Inter-American University in Puerto Rico. The entire Principles of the Sears List, adapted to the Spanish-language material, will be included in the volume.

The Sears List on the Web in 2008

Once the Spanish edition of Sears is published, our next initiative for 2008 will be to make both the English and the Spanish lists available on the Web.

Comments, questions, and suggestions may be addressed to Joseph Miller, editor, at the following address:

The H. W. Wilson Company

950 University Avenue

Bronx, New York 10452

Telephone:     (718) 588-8400 ext. 2279

or     (800) 367-6770 ext. 2279

FAX number: (718) 538-2716

E-mail address: jmiller@hwwilson.com
[SAC07-ANN/3]
Library of Congress Report on Subject Cataloging 

ALA ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee (SAC)

Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.

June 24, 2007

Submitted by Paul Frank for 

Lynn El Hoshy, LC CPSO Liaison to ALA/ALCTS/CCS/SAC 

GENERAL

LC at ALA.  More information about initiatives undertaken at the Library of Congress since the ALA Midwinter Meeting in January 2007 in Seattle is available on the “LC at ALA” website, < http://www.loc.gov/ala/>, where it is updated regularly until the close of the meeting.

Exhibit Booth.   The Library’s exhibit booth is no. 1741 at the Washington Convention Center in downtown Washington, DC.  Presentations in the booth theater are running continuously during exhibit hours and highlight LC collections and the work of LC staff members.  Of particular interest is the presentation “News from your National Library: New Visitors Experience, National Book Festival, Lifelong Literacy Campaign.”  This presentation by Matt Raymond, the Library’s Director of Communications, will be held daily, Saturday through Tuesday, in the LC Booth Theater from 12:00-1:00.  The American Folklife Center has supplied a disk with stories from the StoryCorps booths, which have criss-crossed the country collecting sometimes poignant, sometimes humorous, always entertaining stories about Americans.  There also will be DVD screenings of StoryCorps excerpts daily at 4:00 pm (2:00 pm on Tuesday, June 26).  A complete listing of the booth’s presentations is available at < http://www.loc.gov/ala/an-2007-booth.html>. Among the many incentive and give-away items at the booth are the National Book Festival 2007 posters.  The well-known children’s illustrator, Mercer Mayer, is the 2007 festival artist.  The newly revised Summer/Fall 2007 CDS Product Catalog is also available, as well as a Cataloger’s Learning Workshop brochure, a Classification Web & Cataloger’s Desktop brochure, LC Classification posters, CDS Web products keyboard brushes, and single copies of Understanding MARC Bibliographic, Understanding MARC Authority Records, and What is FRBR. 

LC Open Houses, June 22.  The Library of Congress hosted fifteen open houses on Friday afternoon, June 22, from 2:00 to 4:00.  ALA Annual Conference attendees were invited to drop in to talk to LC’s expert librarians, to discover the fascinating treasures from the Library’s vast collections, and to explore some of LC’s rich resources.  The Library's Main Reading Room was open to ALA conference attendees after-hours on Friday, June 22 from 5:00 - 7:00pm. 

Budget.  The Library is awaiting Congressional action on the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations bills.  The Library requested funding required to maintain and improve the Library’s physical infrastructure and to develop the operational capacities essential to addressing challenges posed by the ever-expanding digital environment.  

110th Congress.  Starting with record-setting numbers of Congressional swearing-in events in January, the Library continues to be a venue of choice for leaders of both chambers in the 110th Congress.  The Senate Republican Conference held an all-day policy conference in the Members Room on February 2.  On March 29 Congress hosted a reception in the Great Hall of the Thomas Jefferson Building honoring the Tuskeegee Airmen following a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony in the Capitol.  Speaker Pelosi plans to hold a Democratic Conference issues luncheon in June.  More than twenty other leadership and member events are currently on the calendar between now and the end of December 2007.

National Book Festival.  The Library has timed its press announcement and launch of the 2007 National Book Festival Website <http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/> to coincide with the ALA Annual Conference in Washington.  The festival date is September 29, 2007, and the location is once again the National Mall.    

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center (NAVCC).  Major construction on the Library’s new National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, located near Culpeper, Va., was completed in April 2007.  Following receipt of a certificate of occupancy, Motion Picture, Broadcasting, and Recorded Sound Division (MBRS) staff in Washington, D.C., and Dayton, Ohio, began relocating to the new center in May.  Approximately 40 administrative, curatorial, processing and preservation employees are now working at the center, along with 15 contract operations and maintenance staff.  The rest of the MBRS staff, along with equipment and remaining collection items, will be relocated to Culpeper through the remainder of the year.  To date, over 95 percent of the Library’s film, video and sound collections (5.7 million items) have been moved to the center’s new 140,000 square foot storage building.

Integrated Library Management System (ILS).   The LC Online Catalog is one of the sources included in the Library’s New Search function available at URL <http://www.loc.gov/>. Users are now able to search the LC Online Catalog; the Library of Congress Web site; the Prints & Photographs Online Catalog; THOMAS (for legislation and Congressional activity ); and American Memory at the same time.  LC staff recently completed field testing (beta testing) of the Voyager 6.2 release. The Library will likely upgrade to Voyager 6 in 2008, but a firm date has not yet been set. In January 2007 the Library began migrating all ILS workstations to a Windows XP platform.

Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.  Associate Librarian for Library Services Deanna Marcum has convened a Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control to examine the future of bibliographic description in the 21st century. Composed of leading managers of libraries, library organizations, OCLC, Inc., Google, Inc., and Microsoft, Inc., the working group is chaired by Dr. José-Marie Griffiths, dean of the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Building on the work and results of the Library's Bicentennial Conference on Bibliographic Control for the New Millennium (2000), the new group will present findings on how bibliographic control and other descriptive practices can effectively support management of and access to library materials in the evolving information and technology environment; recommend ways in which the library community can collectively move toward achieving this vision; and advise the Library of Congress on its role and priorities. At its initial meeting at LC on November 2-3, 2006, the Working Group decided to hold three invitational regional meetings during 2007. The first regional meeting was held at the headquarters of Google, Inc., in Mountain View, California, on March 8, 2007, and focused on Users and Uses of Bibliographic Data. The second regional meeting took place at the American Library Association headquarters in Chicago, Illinois, on May 9, and focused on Structures and Standards for Bibliographic Data. The final regional meeting, on Economics and Organization of Bibliographic Data, is planned for the Library of Congress Capitol Hill campus on July 9. Each meeting is preceded by distribution of a background paper giving an overview of the current environment in which bibliographic control operates. In August, the Working Group will meet again to draft a report and recommendations by September 1 for public comments, which will be taken into account in the group’s final report, to be issued by November 1, 2007. More information on the Library of Congress Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control is available at a special public Web site, URL <http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future>.

GENERAL CATALOGING

Cataloging Statistics.  From October 2006-April 2007, the Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate (ABA) completed 191,686 bibliographic records (full/core original, collection-level cataloging, copy cataloging, and minimal level cataloging), created 55,241 new name authority records, and created 4,431 new Library of Congress Subject Headings.  By comparison, in the full year of FY2006, ABA staff completed 329,170 bibliographic records, created 97,392 new name authority records, and created 6,692 new Library of Congress Subject Headings.

Shelf-Ready Projects.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Library is in the third year of its program to obtain LC core-level bibliographic records and shelf-ready services from its Italian book dealer, Casalini libri.  Casalini now performs call number labeling as well as security marking and targeting, LCCN labeling, and security barcode labeling for those books for which LC purchases LC core-level cataloging–about half of all its Italian book acquisitions.  The current agreement, which runs through fiscal year 2007, is nearly the same as for the previous fiscal year in terms of price.  However, LC now has the right to distribute the Casalini records via CDS immediately rather than embargoing them for a period of time.  Law materials continue to be excluded from the Casalini agreement.  

Database Improvement Unit.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Under the direction of the Subject Headings Editorial Team leader, the database improvement unit has updated approximately 900,000 records since the unit was formed on June 28, 2004.  The team corrected obsolete subject headings and descriptive access points in bibliographic records as well as name authority records.  The team is keeping current with subject heading updates to bibliographic records prompted by the weekly lists of subject headings.  Other discrepancies for these same headings such as wrong tag, typos, or incorrect dates have also been corrected.

Cooperative Cataloging Programs.

PCC Participants’ Meeting.  The Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) Participants’ Meeting at ALA will be held Sunday, June 24, 2007 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Washington Convention Center. An agenda is posted at <http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/>. The meeting will focus on the LC Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.

Statistics.  In the fiscal year to date, PCC member institutions have created 41,850 new BIBCO (monograph) records; 13,327 CONSER authentications (serials); 108,706 new name authority records; 5,774 new series authority records; 1,932 new subject authority records; and 1,107 new LC classification numbers. In all cases, these figures are higher than contributions at the same time last fiscal year.

Program Expansion.  Of special note this past year have been the formation of a CJK NACO funnel to facilitate contributions in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean from a previously under served part of the library community. The Biblioteca nacional de México hosted NACO training for itself and several Latin American institutions interested in NACO participation. A new PCC Task Group is forming to study ways to ease international participation in PCC programs. This coming fall, the set of cataloger training courses projected under the terms of an LC/ALCTS/PCC memorandum of agreement will be completed. 

Policy.  Members have resolved two major policy questions. The Library of Congress decision to cease performing authority work for series has seen an upsurge in work by members. In May the Cooperative Cataloging Team at LC hosted several days of series training for authorized libraries and for future series trainers. Training materials and documentation are fully revised and up to date. A PCC Task Group on series work is being formed, with a report expected at the end of this calendar year. The adoption by the PCC Policy Committee last November of a “CONSER Standard Record” sparked considerable discussion among members. The CONSER standard record has been implemented by the membership effective June 1, 2007.

ALA Events.  There are numerous PCC-related activities in conjunction with ALA. On Friday, 22 June 2007, a workshop on Chinese geographic names was given with LC staff from CPSO, Coop, and the Regional and Cooperative Cataloging Division. A demonstration of an online subject-training course followed. CONSER specialists offered the SCCTP CONSER Standard Record Workshop. Two two-day workshops sponsored by LC, ALCTS, and the PCC were offered: Basic LC Classification Seminar and Comprehensive Series Training. During the week of June 27, staff from LC and other institutions will conduct a truncated NACO training session for CJK NACO contributors.

Cataloging Tools: Cataloging Distribution Service (CDS).

Web-Based Services.  Cataloger’s Desktop (with 1,000 subscribers and 5,300 concurrent users) now includes more than 200 resources. For a free 30-day trial subscription visit URL <http://www.loc.gov/cds/desktop/OrderForm.html> .  Classification Web  is CDS’s best selling Web-based product with close to 1,780 subscribers. For a free 30-day trial subscription visit URL <http://www.loc.gov/cds/classweb/application.html> .  Demonstrations of both products can be seen throughout the day at the LC exhibit booth and at scheduled booth theater presentations.
Cataloging Training Products.  Five new workshops are imminently available: Principles of Controlled Vocabulary and Thesaurus Design, Metadata and Digital Library Development, Digital Project Planning and Management Basics, Fundamentals of Series Authorities, and Fundamentals of Library of Congress Classification. A brochure is available at the LC exhibit booth that describes the courses in detail. Visit URL <http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop> for updates on course development status and URL <http://www.loc.gov/cds/training.html> for updates in course materials availability status.
MARC Distribution Service (MDS).   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Library of Congress will be increasing the number of subject authority records it distributes to subscribers of the Cataloging Distribution Service’s MARC Distribution Service–Subject Authorities.  The additional authority records will reflect Library of Congress Subject Heading (LCSH) strings for topics and places followed by free-floating subdivisions.  Historically it has been the practice to create this type of subject authority record only when it was needed to support a reference in another subject authority record, or to authorize a heading/subdivision combination before the subdivision was declared “free-floating.”  The decision to provide more subject string authority records for popular and frequently-assigned headings is intended to minimize the need for cataloging staff to devise pre-coordinated strings “from scratch” when assigning subject access points.  This will also make systems more effective at automatically validating LCSH subjects.  This policy change is intended to reduce the cost of subject cataloging, and is being made in response to customer requests.  See <http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/2007-05-25-Subject_Authority_Validation_Records.pdf> for more information.
Free PDF Versions of Selected Publications.  The latest issues of the following publications are available at URL <http://www.loc.gov/cds/freepdf.html> as they are published: Cataloging Service Bulletin; updates to Library of Congress Rule Interpretations; updates to Subject Cataloging Manual: Subject Headings; updates to CONSER Cataloging Manual; updates to CONSER Cataloging Manual; updates to Descriptive Cataloging Manual; and updates to MARC 21 format documentation.
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

Non-roman Data in Authority Records.  The major authority record exchange partners (LC, OCLC, British Library, National Library of Medicine, Library and Archives Canada) have agreed to a basic outline that will allow for the addition of non-roman references in name authority records.  The non-roman references will be added following MARC 21’s “Model B” for multi-script records (that is, references will be in ‘regular’ MARC fields, not in 880 fields).  LC and the NACO nodes will be working on guidelines for the addition of these non-roman variant forms in the coming months, and community input will be sought.  Inclusion of non-Roman data in authority records is expected to occur no earlier than December 2007.

Elimination of Exceptional Practices in the DCM and LCRIs.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In keeping with the elimination/simplifcation of documentation, the Cataloging Policy and Support Office (CPSO) in consultation with the British Library (BL) and the National Library of Medicine (NLM), has secured agreement from these partners to eliminate the DCM Z1 instructions that required LC/PCC catalogers to consult with these agencies when modifying NLM- or BL-created name authority records. CPSO is currently working with the Library and Archives of Canada (LAC) to simplify the workflow procedures currently in place for the verification of Canadian corporate names; a Web form is being tested that will greatly speed up the process of verification.  The BL and NLM exceptions were removed as of the DCM Z1 update for May 2007.  The changes for LAC are scheduled to go into effect in August 2007. 

“AACR2-Compatible” Headings.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1With the implementation of the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (AACR2) in 1981, the Library of Congress implemented a policy of “AACR2 compatible” headings to reduce somewhat the immense workload of adopting AACR2.  The “AACR2 compatible” headings policy was to retain headings that differed only slightly from the “pure” AACR2 form such that they would still be easily found by the user.  In the continuing effort to work toward the goal of simplifying or eliminating outdated cataloging policies, practices, and documentation, CPSO has recommended, and LC Acquisition and Bibliographic Access management has approved, the eventual elimination of the “AACR2 compatible” headings.  Many catalogers have used their good judgment when adding the death date or making other changes to “AACR2 compatible” headings and fully updated the headings while other catalogers have been uncertain about doing so.  To stem the confusion, CPSO has revised Library of Congress Rule Interpretations (LCRIs) to replace the current policy with a new, more relaxed policy for dealing with “AACR2 compatible” headings.  The revised LCRIs may be viewed in PDF format at: <http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/AACR2-d.pdf>  The LCRIs will be part of Library of Congress Rule Interpretations, 2007 update 2.      

Implementation of Bibliographic Level code “i” for Integrating Resources.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LC and OCLC staff are currently finalizing plans to implement the Ldr/07 value for Integrating Resources for the distribution of LC and PCC-created records in the coming months.  (PCC is the Program for Cooperative Cataloging.)  Once value “i” is implemented, LC and PCC-authenticated records for integrating resources will follow the same patterns as CONSER bibliographic records: created and updated in OCLC (by LC, CONSER, or BIBCO participants), and distributed by LC CDS as part of the MARC Distribution Service-Serials product.  LC is also developing a plan for converting records created for integrating resources in the last several years following an "interim" model (created as monographs, with Continuing Resource 006/17=2 (Integrated entry)).  Announcements with further details will be made in the coming months.          

SUBJECT CATALOGING

Subject Cataloging Policy.  At the request of the Director for ABA, the Cataloging Policy and Support Office undertook a consideration of the pros and cons of precoordinated subject strings, defined as the combination of subject elements in a single heading in anticipation that a search may be performed on that combination.  The CPSO report included a review of relevant literature.  On June 13, the ABA Directorate Management Team endorsed the CPSO’s report’s recommendation that the Library of Congress continue to apply LCSH in a precoordinated fashion.  The Management Team also accepted a suite of recommendations aimed at making precoordinated LCSH easier to apply, including recommendations for projects to create many more subject-subdivision strings in order to facilitate machine validation of headings (see MARC Distribution Service (MDS) above for more details).  The Management Team will explore additional means to reduce the cost of subject cataloging and ensure its relevance in search environments that extend beyond library catalogs.       

LCSH Milestone.  At the end of February 2007 there were 300,065 subject authority records, making it by far the largest subject authority file in the world.  New subject authority records added annually at a relatively stable rate of 6,000-8,000 records.    

LCSH, 30th Edition.  The 30th edition of LCSH will be available in June 2007, shortly after the ALA Annual Conference.

Genre/Form Subject Headings.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As a follow-up to the announcement made at the American Library Association (ALA) Midwinter 2006 Meeting, the Library of Congress Cataloging Distribution Service will begin to issue genre/form authority records (MARC 21 tag 155) no earlier than September 3, 2007.  This effort represents the final phase of the planned expansion of the Library of Congress Subject Headings to include records representing subdivisions (MARC 21 Tag 18X), and genre/form headings, originally announced and initiated in 1998.  In working to define the guidelines for the creation and application of these headings, the Cataloging Policy and Support Office (CPSO) has drafted instruction sheet H 1913 for the Subject Cataloging Manual: Subject Headings. The draft is available in PDF format via the following link: <http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/h1913dft.pdf>   Note that this instruction sheet covers only the development and use of genre/form headings for motion pictures, television programs, and videos; however, the plan is to create similar instruction sheets for other areas where genre/form headings can be created and applied, such as music, radio, law, etc.  Because this instruction sheet will serve as the model for these other subject areas, CPSO invites comments, suggestions for improvement, etc.  CPSO expects that this draft instruction sheet will be finalized after the 2007 ALA Annual Conference so that basic documentation will be in place to support the initial distribution of the genre/form headings; however, as with all documentation, improvements will be made over time as experience is gained in the development and application of the 155 genre/form headings.  Note that the CDS announcement at: <www.loc.gov/cds/notices/genreform.pdf> includes a few sample proposed 155 headings; as others are input a list will be drawn up and made available for consideration before the ALA annual meeting.  Please send comments, suggestions, etc. to Janis Young at <jayo@loc.gov>. 

RSS Feeds for LCSH and LCC Weekly Lists.  Beginning with Weekly List 1 for 2007, the Library of Congress Subject Headings Weekly Lists and Library of Congress Classification Weekly Lists are now available as free RSS feeds. Users may subscribe to the feeds by clicking on the RSS link in the lower left corner of the page at <http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/rsslcsh.html> and selecting "Library of Congress Subject Headings Weekly Lists" and/or "Library of Congress Classification Weekly Lists."

Major Subject Heading Changes:    

Sulphur headings: In June 2007, Lynn El Hoshy (CPSO) completed a major project to update existing LCSH headings containing the word “sulphur” and its derivatives.  The term using the spelling “sulfur” is used in current literature, and now reflects predominant usage.  This update project involved 314 authority records (174 revised headings; 109 revised references; 26 new headings; three cancelled General See Reference records; and two cancelled headings).  The project’s scope also includes the related main headings Sulphites (now Sulfites), Sulphates (now Sulfates) and Sulphones (now Sulfones), and their hierarchies.  All the updated and new headings included in this project will be posted on LCSH Weekly List 07/31, August 1, 2007. 

Arabic literature headings:  The heading Arabic literature, or a genre heading such as Arabic drama, Arabic fiction, or Arabic poetry, is applied to all works about Arabic literature.  The heading is subdivided geographically to indicate the country of origin (e.g., Arabic drama—Kuwait).  This practice is indicated by “general” references on a [Nationality] literature reference.  There are not any cross-references of the form [Nationality genre] for individual genres.  This treatment reflects the historical view that Arabic literature is studied as a discipline, with a geographical focus being secondary.  After soliciting comment from LC stakeholders, the decision was made to add explicit references in the form [Nationality genre] to existing headings for the major genres of Arabic literature (literature, fiction, drama, poetry, essays, and prose literature).  The proposed references will begin to appear on tentative weekly lists beginning in late June or early July, 2007.

Insanity and Insanity—Jurisprudence headings:  In June 2007 the headings Insanity and Insanity--Jurisprudence were cancelled in favor of the two new headings Insanity (Law) and Insanity defense.  The existing heading Insane, which had only been used in combination with subdivisions, was cancelled in favor of using the existing heading Mentally ill in all situations.  

Mensuration headings:  In May 2007 the outdated LCSH heading Mensuration was updated to Measurement.  54 related headings were changed, and seven LC existing Library of Congress Classification (LCC) captions were updated.  As a part of this update project, the heading Units was revised to Units of measurement.  

CLASSIFICATION

Publications.  Available in 2007 are new editions of H (Social Sciences), M (Music and Books on Music), PN (Literature (General)), Q (Science), and T (Technology).  There will also be new editions of N (Art) and E-F (History: America) before the end of 2007.

Non-Roman Characters In LCC.  A project to add Chinese characters to the names of individual authors listed in PL2661-PL2979 has been completed.  For most authors, both the traditional and simplified Chinese characters are provided in addition to the romanized name.  As new authors are added to PL2661-PL2979, both the romanized and the Chinese forms are supplied.  Chinese characters have also been added for Buddhist sacred literature in BQ1100-BQ3340 and for jurisidictional names and titles of sources in KNN-KNQ.  Arabic characters have been added for Islamic legal terms in the KBP schedule.  Another CPSO project to include Greek characters in PA3818-PA4505 is underway.  The project has been completed for authors whose names begin with the letters A through L, i.e. for PA3818-PA4244.  Work is continuing on the remainder of the alphabet.

LC Classification Outline.  The Cataloging Distribution Service (CDS) received a report on June 18, 2007 that the LC Classification Outline, which has heretofore been indexed and searchable in Cataloger's Desktop, was currently inaccessible through Desktop.  CDS has identified what is preventing its inclusion and is working with the Office of Strategic Initiatives (OSI) to restore access.  CDS anticipates that the problem should be resolved very shortly.  As always, CDS welcomes subscriber feedback for either reporting problems or suggesting improvements.  Such comments can be sent directly to Bruce Johnson at <bjoh@loc.gov>.
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Dewey at ALA

Please join us for the Dewey Breakfast/Update on Saturday, June 23, 7:00–8:30

a.m., in Franklin C/D Rooms, Four Points by Sheraton, 1201 K Street, N.W.  The 

program features an update on Dewey development and research activities, plus a

preview of “Representation of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) System in 

MARC 21 Formats,” a discussion paper slated to be considered by the 

ALCTS/LITA/RUSA Machine-Readable Bibliographic Information Committee (MARBI) during the ALA Annual Conference (see below for more information).
OCLC Booth 1725

Stop by OCLC Booth 1725 to see DDC 22 and Abridged Edition 14 in print and web versions.  Other recent Dewey Decimal Classification publications are also on display.  Dewey print publications are also on display at the Combined Book Exhibit (Booth 2103).

Representation of the DDC in MARC 21 

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek (DNB) contacted the Dewey editorial team in mid-November 2006 with an ambitious proposal for extensions to the 082 (Dewey number) field in the MARC 21 bibliographic format.  DNB proposed new subfields for the explanation of components of Dewey numbers, and for the direct addition of Dewey table notation to bibliographic records.  Many of the ideas mirrored provisions we were considering as proposed extensions to the MARC classification format to support data representation in the new Dewey editorial support system.  We decided to work together on a proposal for changes to the treatment of DDC data in the MARC 21 bibliographic, authority, and classification formats.  We held an initial discussion with DNB representatives at ALA Midwinter in January 2007, and have continued our discussions by teleconference and e-mail over the last few months.  We discussed the proposals and some open issues with the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC) during Meeting 127.  At the MARC 21 Workshop in Frankfurt the following week, Julianne Beall, Assistant Editor, DDC, presented the current representation of the DDC in MARC 21 formats and issues under discussion, and met separately with the DNB team to study the issues.  The final paper was reviewed at the Library of Congress in late May 2007, and submitted to MARBI as a discussion paper for consideration at the ALA Annual Conference in June 2007.   “Representation of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) System in MARC 21 Formats” (MARC Discussion Paper No. 2007-DP06) is available at  http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-dp06.html.   It will be considered at the first MARBI Committee meeting on Saturday, June 23 (see http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/an2007_age.html for the agenda).  There is also a high-level overview of the key issues in a recent entry on 025.431: The Dewey blog (see http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/06/dewey_in_marc_2.html). 

World Digital Library Project

We are collaborating with the World Digital Library at the Library of Congress on the inclusion of Dewey as the standard scheme applied to all records.  We hope to have the top three levels of Dewey available in the seven project languages in time for the launch of the project prototype in October 2007 (see http://www.worlddigitallibrary.org/project/english/index.html for more information about the project).

Dewey around the World

The first European DDC Users Group (EDUG) meeting was held at the Swiss National Library in Bern, June 11–12, 2007.  The meeting was jointly sponsored by the Swiss National Library and Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, and included attendees from ten European countries.  The first day was a one-day open workshop, “The Use of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) in Europe: Recent Developments and Future Perspectives.”  Joan S. Mitchell, Editor in Chief, presented “Locality and Universality in the DDC,” a discussion of how international collaboration has shaped the DDC, and the potential for such collaboration on the design, content, and use of the system.  

The workshop also included presentations on the use of Dewey in France, Germany, and Italy; and presentations on technical issues related to browsing with Dewey, using Dewey translation software, and decomposing Dewey numbers. 

EDUG has organized three working groups: 340 Law (to develop proposals for improving the treatment of legal systems based on civil law); 370 Education (to discuss issues related to content, viewpoint, and structure in the representation of European educational systems); and technical issues (to focus on Dewey research projects and web services).  The EDUG 340 Law Working Group, chaired by Yvonne Jahns (Deutsche Nationalbibliothek), will hold its first meeting in conjunction with the World Library and Information Congress (73rd IFLA General Conference and Council) in Durban, South Africa.  The next meeting of EDUG is tentatively planned for April 2008 in Frankfurt.

“How can we all work together?” is this year’s theme for the Dewey Translators Meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, August 21, in conjunction with IFLA 2007.  Editor Joan S. Mitchell is one of the invited speakers at “Knowledge Transfer for the Future,” a seminar sponsored by the Interest Group for Bibliographic Standards (IGBIS) of the Library and Information Association of South Africa (LIASA).  The seminar will be held in Durban on August 24 directly following IFLA 2007. 

We are currently reviewing the French and Italian translations of DDC 22.  Both translations are scheduled to be published in mid-2007.  A Spanish translation of Abridged Edition 14 is also under preparation, with a publication date later this year.

Maria Alexandraki of the National Documentation Centre (NDC) in Athens visited OCLC on April 27 and presented a proposal from the National Library of Greece to assume ongoing responsibility for a web-based translation of the full DDC.  NDC had previously coordinated Dewey translation activities in Greece, and translated and published a print version of Abridged Edition 13 in 2002. We discussed a number of areas of potential collaboration in preparation for an agreement between OCLC and the National Library of Greece.  In addition to developing proposals for expansions in geographic areas, history, language, and literature, the Greek team will also advise us on improvements to our treatment of Orthodox Christianity (we will also seek advice from the Arabic and Russian translation teams on this matter).  The team is also interested in participating in the review of provisions for legal systems rooted in civil law with other European colleagues.  

The National Library of Norway is exploring a Norwegian-English version of the DDC to succeed the current customized abridged Norwegian edition (DDK 5).  We are already in discussions with the Royal Library of Sweden about a similar Swedish-English version.  Pia Leth (Royal Library of Sweden), Ingebjørg Rype (National Library of Norway), and Joan S. Mitchell (Editor in Chief, DDC) are collaborating on a study of mixed vernacular-English versions of the DDC and will present preliminary results at the Dewey Translators Meeting at IFLA 2007.

On November 22, 2006, DNB began using Dewey to classify all titles for the main series (Series A) of the German national bibliography (excluded from Dewey application are fiction, juvenile fiction, and textbooks for schools). In other words, now all titles that are part of the legal deposit of DNB (plus Austrian and Swiss publications, Germanica, and translations) will be classified using Dewey.  This represents more than 100,000 titles per year, and is close to LC’s annual contribution of 110,000 titles classified by Dewey.  

DDC Training

We are developing an online set of DDC training materials that will include a basic course on the structure and use of the DDC, plus a series of short modules based on special topics (including a general overview). We are planning to make all course materials available on the Dewey web site at no charge for use in instruction.  The presentations and exercises assume the availability of WebDewey and a professor, trainer, and/or experienced Dewey user for questions/explanations.  Other interested parties may access course materials, but may need to consult an expert directly for background information/additional assistance.  We held a meeting with a panel of LIS professors at ALA Midwinter in January 2007 to review the basic course outline and preliminary instructional materials.  Based on the preliminary feedback from that meeting, we have decided to limit the scope of the basic course to librarians needing an introduction or refresher course in Dewey.

Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC)

The Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC), the ten-member international advisory board for the DDC, held Meeting 127 at OCLC headquarters in Dublin, Ohio, May 9–11, 2007.  The committee reviewed a variety of short- and long-term proposals related to DDC representation and content. Meeting 127 marked the first meeting for which comments on multiple exhibits were received in advance of the meeting from translation partners.  At Meeting 126, EPC had voted to extend membership on the private discussion list to representatives of translation partners, and the comments received from partners were considered along with those of committee members at Meeting 127.

Meeting 127 opened with a discussion of the treatment of DDC information in MARC 21 formats, and a review of the development plans for the new Dewey editorial support system.  EPC next considered a group of exhibits related to ongoing work on the representation of groups of people in Table 1, 150, 301–307, 331, and 362.  The committee recommended seeking outside advice on provisions for transgendered people, and for marriage and family relationships.  A discussion paper on provisions for transgendered people is available on the Dewey web site at http://www.oclc.org/dewey/discussion/papers/transgendered_people.pdf (see also the related 025.431: The Dewey blog entry at http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/06/transgendered_p.html).  EPC also suggested seeking user feedback on the proposed recasting of notation 09 in Table 1 as “History, geography, biography.”

Several exhibits were approved for implementation over the next year.  Updates to Table 2 —37 and —45 Ancient and Modern Italy were approved for release in July 2007 and simultaneous inclusion in the Italian translation of DDC 22.  EPC approved changes to Table 3C Notation to Be Added Where Instructed in Table 3B, 700.4, 791.4, 808-809.  The new Table 3C provisions will be released after EPC reviews an additional expansion at T3C —364 Plants.  EPC also approved several updates to historical periods in 930–990—we will introduce these updates starting in June 2007.  Other schedules approved for release include 350 Public administration and military science, 360 Social problems and services; associations (except 362 Groups of people), and 620 Engineering and allied operations (except 621.36–621.39).  EPC approved in principle an update to the developments for wine in 641.22 and 663.2, but asked that outside feedback be sought on geographic extensions.

In addition to the work on groups of people, the editors are also working on several technical issues related to web resources, distributed processing vs. distributed systems, the mainstreaming of digital technology, and material types.  EPC heard preliminary reports on these topics, and will reconsider at Meeting 128 proposals for 010–090 Information and general works; 004–006 Computer science; 621.36 Optical engineering; 621.38 Electronics, communications engineering; 621.39 Computer engineering; and selected topics in 770 (digital photography, cinematography, videography).  

EPC also heard updates from OCLC staff on research and development projects.  Diane Vizine-Goetz, Consulting Research Scientist, OCLC Office of Research, briefed the group on current knowledge organization research at OCLC.  Michael Panzer, Global Product Manager, Taxonomy Services, discussed potential Dewey web services.  

Meeting 128 is scheduled for November 13–14, 2007, at the Library of Congress.

DDC Staff

On May 7, 2007, Michael Panzer joined OCLC as the global product manager of taxonomy services.  Michael will focus on building the technical and business cases for the use of Dewey and other OCLC terminology resources in a wide variety of web applications.  Michael is based in Dublin, and has a joint appointment to the Dewey business and editorial teams.

Prior to joining OCLC, Michael was at the University of Applied Sciences (Cologne), where he was team leader of CrissCross, a government-funded research project focused on mapping SWD, DDC, RAMEAU, and LCSH.  He previously headed the technical team that translated Dewey into German. Michael has an MA from Heinrich Heine University (Düsseldorf) in German Literature with a minor in Information Science.  He also attended the University of California, Davis, on a four-month research scholarship.

Dewey Application at the Library of Congress 

Decimal Classification Division classifiers and others assigned Dewey numbers to 40,842 titles for the period October 2006 – April 2007.  This resulted in a productivity rate (titles classified per hour) of 11.41.  Comparable figures for the period October 2005 – April 2006 were 60,965 and 10.22.  The expected decrease in production during this period may be attributed to continued effects of reduced staff, the Division’s cross-training initiative, and other ongoing activities related to the proposed Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate reorganization.  However, the Division’s production in the assignment of Dewey numbers was supplemented by the implementation of the Dewey Decimal Classification software program, which automatically assigns DDC numbers to bibliographic records for works of fiction by single authors in English, French, and Italian. This program was installed on workstations in the History and Literature Cataloging Division in March 2007 and resulted in an additional 478 records receiving Dewey numbers.  Copied DDC numbers processed at the Library of Congress further supplemented the total number of records receiving DDC numbers.  For the period October 2006 – April 2007, cataloging teams processed 20,631 titles.   

In March 2007,  with the Division’s continued focus on assigning DDC numbers to U. S. National Imprint material, Dennis McGovern, former chief of the Decimal Classification Division, trained catalogers in the History and Literature Cataloging Division (HLCD) in the discipline of literature (800).  The training emphasized processing materials in fiction by single authors in English, French, and Italian.  The catalogers were also introduced to the use of specific literary forms that applied to the classification of other literary works.

Dewey Editorial Office

Please direct questions, comments or requests for information on the Dewey Decimal Classification to dewey@loc.gov, or:

Dewey Editorial Office

Library of Congress

Decimal Classification Division

101 Independence Ave., S.E.

Washington, DC 20540-4330

   Fax: 1-202-707-0279

(Note: Mail service may be slow to LC due to heightened security precautions.)

Group Subscriptions for Dewey Services

If your library is part of a consortium and wishes to subscribe to WebDewey and/or Abridged WebDewey, please contact Libbie Crawford at libbie_crawford@oclc.org or 

1-800-848-5878 ext. 6346 to explore group subscription options.

Useful Dewey Links

Dewey web site  

http://www.oclc.org/dewey/
025.431: The Dewey blog
http://ddc.typepad.com
DeweyBrowser 
         
http://www.oclc.org/research/researchworks/ddc/browser.htm
Dewey Documentation 
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/dewey/
Dewey FAQ 


http://www.oclc.org/support/questions/dewey/
DDC RSS Feeds 

http://www.oclc.org/dewey/syndicated/rss.htm
New & Changed Entries         http://www.oclc.org/dewey/updates/new/default.htm
DDC Questions?

dewey@loc.gov  (Dewey Editorial Office)

dewey@oclc.org (Licensing, group purchases, LIS program)




All copyright rights in the Dewey Decimal Classification system are owned by OCLC

Connexion, DDC, Dewey, Dewey Decimal Classification, OCLC, WebDewey, and WorldCat are registered trademarks of OCLC.   All other service names are registered with their respective companies.

Copyright ©2007 OCLC
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Representative & Liaison Report Form

	Name:
	Migell Acosta

	Reporting to:
	ALA CCS SAC

	Representative to:
	Editorial Policy Committee, Dewey Decimal Classification

	Meeting Date:
	EPC 127: May 9-11, 2007

	Meeting Time: 
	EPC 127: 3 days

	Chairperson:
	Deane Zeeman

	Members Present:
	EPC 127: Chew Chiat Naun, Andrea Kappler, Migell Acosta, Anne Robertson, Andrea Stamm, Welna van Eeden, Deane Zeeman, Arlene Taylor

	Members Absent:
	EPC 127: Caroline Kent


Report of Business 

EPC meeting 127 was held at the OCLC campus in Dublin Ohio on May 9-11, 2007.

EPC members were introduced to Dr. Rebecca Green, newly appointed Assistant Editor to DDC and based in the Dewey Editorial Office at the Library of Congress.  Dr. Green has a PhD. and an MS in Computer Science and a PhD. and MLS in Library and Information Services.  Dr. Green most recently served as associate professor at the University of Maryland at the College of Information Studies.

The EPC discussed recommended changes in MARC 21 proposed by the Dewey editorial team, the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, LC and OCLC that will improve representation of classification information for the purpose of data communication, application and retrieval.  Among the changes recommended and endorsed by the Editorial Policy Committee:

· Define a new 081 field in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format containing the same subfields and serving the same purpose as the 765 field in the MARC 21 Classification Format.  This change makes it possible to show how a classification number is built and for people and machines to derive context from the number.  Along with this change, a subfield $8 will be added to 082 to provide a link to the 081.

· Extend the MARC 21 Classification Format’s representation of external table notation to other MARC 21 formats.

· Extend the MARC 21 Classification Format to provide a separate MARC record for each entry of an internal add table in a 153 field.  This change necessitates the addition of a new subfield $y to the 153.

The DDC Editors presented numerous exhibits covering an array of table and schedule changes, updates and relocations.  All were duly considered and deliberated by the Editorial Policy Committee.  Some of the highlights include:

· Recognizing that cinematography and videography have merged as an art form in that they use the same equipment and techniques.  The DDC will move 778.5 to 777 which is a vacant number.  This will allow fuller development of this topic.

· Refinements in 364 to deal with types of murders and theft; smuggling, including wildlife smuggling; identity theft and the differentiation between intellectual property infringement versus product counterfeiting.

· The editors presented a great deal of work on 362, Groups of People, that originated with a desire to prefer the term “people” over “persons” throughout the schedule.

· The editors and EPC spent a significant amount of time, though with no final resolution, on the issue “marriage and family” at 306.8.  How do we describe the diversity of relationships and the people in those relationships?  We agreed that “cohabitation” at 306.841 was better replaced with “domestic partnership” but even that term was felt lacking.  At one point we arrived at “marriage and marriage-like relationships” as an awkward way of describing the current diversity of these social structures.  No doubt, work will continue in this area.

Liaison:  Migell Acosta, Head of ILS Operations at County of Los Angeles Public Library, 7400 East Imperial Highway, Downey, CA  90242; (562) 940-8553; fax (562) 803-3499; email macosta@gw.colapl.org 

                                                                                                                      [SAC07-ANN/6] 
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COMMITTEE PROGRESS REPORT

Annual Meeting






June 24, 2007

Subject Analysis Committee





Section: CCS

Chair:  Qiang Jin

Committee actions since Midwinter 2007:

Goal 1: Standards.

Objective 2, Develop and maintain effective mechanisms for standards distribution, discussion, and comment, to ensure their regular review and timely revision.

a) The SAC Subcommittee on FAST continued its work on evaluating the work to date of the FAST project (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) at OCLC with the goal of providing feedback to project members.

b) The SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings was formed and has begun work on the future of subject cataloging, with emphasis on Library on Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), through the use of SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) analysis, taking into consideration both internal forces within the library community and the external environment.  

Objective 3, Promote international standards and evaluation by influencing and collaborating with library and information standards groups.

a) The Joint PCC/CCS Task Force on Library of Congress Classification Training completed the development of training materials for a two-day workshop in LC Classification and delivered the materials to the Cataloging Distribution Service for publication.  The workshop will be presented as a preconference at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. and will be available later this fall for general release.

[also 3/5]
b) Chair of SAC worked with ALCTS to set up a listserv for catalogers and non-catalogers to discuss the future of subject cataloging. Over 750 people signed up for the list.
Goal 2: Best Practices.

Objective 1, Sponsor programs and open forums to encourage collaboration and discussion of practices and problems.
The SAC Form/Genre Subcommittee will present a program “Form/Genre Headings: Where We Are, Where Are We Heading, Where We Want to Be” at Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.
Goal 3: Education.

Objective 5, Develop a suite of training materials and services, including a “train the trainer” program.
a) The Joint PCC/CCS Task Force on Library of Congress Classification Training completed the development of training materials for a two-day workshop in LC Classification and delivered the materials to the Cataloging Distribution Service for publication.  The workshop will be presented as a preconference at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. and will be available later this fall for general release.

[also 1/3]

Goal 5: Interaction and Information Exchange.

Objective 4, Encourage ALCTS committees to actively seek opportunities to co-sponsor educational events and prepare publications with other library or information industry colleagues (including those in the L/IS academic community).

a) The final report of the SAC Subcommittee on Semantic Interoperability was published by ALCTS. 

References to the ALCTS Strategic Plan are to the version dated June 2002.
[SAC07-ANN/07]

IFLA Report to the Subject Analysis Committee

Activities of the Classification and Indexing Section

ALA Annual Conference, June 2007

David Miller and Ed O'Neill

The 2007 World Library and Information Conference will be held in Durban, South Africa, on August 19-23. The WLIC theme is "Libraries for the future: Progress, Development and Partnerships." In keeping with this theme, the Classification and Indexing Section’s program is organized around the concept, “Partners for subject access to bring libraries and users together”. A worldwide call for paper proposals was issued last December. The intended scope of the program included topics such as minority language subject access; bringing user vocabularies into controlled vocabularies and getting users involved with folksonomies and user tagging; providing library instruction to help users with subject access; and cooperative initiatives in Africa. A subcommittee chaired by Leda Bultrini, (Research Group on Subject Indexing, Italian Library Association) and including Dorothy McGarry and David Miller, reviewed the proposals submitted. Although it was disappointing that no proposals were received from Africa, the program itself promises to be strong, addressing the general theme of cooperation between librarians and end-users. The following papers will be included:

· Audio description text for indexing films [discusses collaboration with visually impaired end-users]

James M. Turner (Université de Montréal) and Suzanne Mathieu (Ville de Montréal, Montréal,) 

· User tagging of library resources: Toward a framework for system evaluation

Jonathan Further (UCLA) 

· Taxonomy Directed Folksonomy: integrating user tagging and controlled vocabularies for Australian education networks

Sarah Hayman and Nick Lothian (education.au, Adelaide, Australia) 

· Greater subject access to Dewey Decimal Classification's notation, with special reference to Indonesia's geography, period and language notations

L. Sulistyo-Basuki (Universitas Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia) 

The Section will also participate in a program with the Bibliography and National Libraries Sections, titled “Re-thinking national bibliographies in the digital age.” That program will include the paper, “Best practices of indexing in national bibliographies,” presented by Françoise Bourdon (Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris) and Section Chair Patrice Landry (Swiss National Library, Berne).

Members of the Working Group on Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records (FRSAR) have met through the past year to continue work on the model. Meetings were held at OCLC in Dublin, Ohio, and at Kent State University in December 2006; and at Ljubljana, Slovenia in April 2007 (a small group meeting). Members of the Working Group will meet at the Library of Congress on Tuesday, June 26, at the close of Annual Conference. Marcia Zeng is chair of the Working Group (mzeng@kent.edu); the co-chairs are Athena Salaba and Maja Zumer.

More information about the Classification and Indexing Section, including Section newsletters with international news, is available at http://www.ifla.org/VII/s29/index.htm. Complete information about the Durban WLIC is available at http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/index.htm. 
[SAC07-ANN/8]

ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Annual Conference 2007, Washington DC

Report from the Music Library Association, Subject Access Subcommittee

of the Bibliographic Control Committee

Submitted by Beth Flood, MLA Representative to SAC

The MLA subcommittee met in Pittsburgh for what turned out to be a lively business meeting generating much discussion.  Ed O’Neill, leader of OCLC’s FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) was invited to speak on FAST in relation to music.  It was clear that a goal of FAST is to remain in line with LCSH, in terms of retaining the structure of existing subject heading strings.  Discussion arose over this topic; there is a sense that a more faceted system (away from pre-coordinated strings) is desired to meet the needs of the metadata community.  This community is using the work of the Music Thesaurus Project and needs the rich syndetic structure of such a thesaurus.  On the other hand, subject heading strings are inherently linked to classification.  Also, subject strings combining form and medium of performance terms may provide context that would be helpful to users, as opposed to faceted separation of form and instrumentation terms. Could subject heading strings be split into separate subfields, perhaps with individual subfields designated for form and medium of performance terms?  An advantage of FAST is that such ideas could be tried in the FAST environment first as a test situation.

An idea proposed during the business meeting is the possibility of creating a SACO Music Funnel.  Such a funnel could function similarly to the NACO Music Project and could provide a mechanism for music specialists to assist with the conversion of form/genre authority records and potentially to contribute new music subject headings.  

LC representative Geraldine Ostrove stated that work on the implementation of form/genre terms will resume after work on the new edition of the Class M Schedule is completed this spring.  During the group discussion, there was a clear sense that, because of the broad scope of music form/genre terms, the music library community needs to agree to convert to 655 form/genre coding as a group.  Implementation of 655 coding is a big consideration, and raises many accessibility issues.  Implementation would likely be similar to the conversion of form subdivision coding from $x to $v.  In that case, no retrospective conversion was planned, and 655 conversion would probably also not include retrospective conversion.  Before implementing 655 coding, the music community will need to make sure that library systems can function the same way with form/genre headings coded as topical (650) and as form (655).

[ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SAC07-ANN/9]

ALA ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., June 2007

Report from the American Association of Law Libraries

Technical Services Special Interest Group

Cataloging and Classification Committee

Submitted by Yael Mandelstam, AALL representative to SAC

The Cataloging and Classification Committee of the American Association of Law Libraries met in St. Louis, Missouri in July 2006.

A new Classification and Subject Cataloging Policy Advisory Working Group was formed in St. Louis. Its mission is to advise and make recommendations regarding Library of Congress classification schedules and subject cataloging policies and standards to the TS-SIS Executive Board, the AALL representative to SAC, the Law Library of Congress liaison, and the Library of Congress /Cataloging Policy and Support Office representative to AALL. 

The group is currently working on a list of legal form/genre headings. The list is based on Genre terms for law materials: a thesaurus, compiled by William Benemann (Buffalo, N.Y.: William S. Hein & Co., 2006). We hope to have our proposed list ready for the AALL annual meeting in July. 

The advisory group is also reviewing a draft of revised KF tables prepared by Marie Whited from the Law Library of Congress.

The Inherently Legal Subject Headings task force finished analyzing over 1000 potentially legal headings and started submitting to SACO proposals for adding “[Topic] – Law and legislation” see references to the subject authority records. We were fortunate to receive from Ed O'Neill (OCLC) a file of all the FAST headings containing Law and legislation, so we could determine the extent to which this subdivision is being applied incorrectly on WorldCat. The ILSH task force plans to send the FAST team a list of incorrect headings to be removed from the FAST database.

The AALL 2007 Annual Meeting will be held in New Orleans in July.

[SAC07-ANN/10]
Report of the liaison from the Art Libraries Society of North America

Linda Cuccurullo

The Cataloging Advisory Committee held their business meeting at the ARLIS Annual Conference in Atlanta on Sunday May 3, 2007. Minutes will be available on the ARLIS website soon: http://www.arlisna.org/news/conferences/2007/proceed_index.html
Discussion topics included the following:

1) ongoing documentation of cataloging procedures for exhibition catalogs

· This is in fact “Best practices” for cataloging exhibition catalogs

· It is important to make clear that this is a work in progress, and that comments are welcome (possibly include a projected TOC)

· Biennials are best cataloged as monographs – document why this is needed by the art community

· Include description of publications that look like series, but in fact are not – work on a note field (e.g. “Organized as part of a series of exhibitions …”)

· At this point the documentation is arranged organically by what can be accomplished – it will be re-arranged later

2) RDA

· There is need for more specific comments, both from the group and individuals

· One problem is that existing catalogs don’t do what FRBR can do

· Since RDA is supposed to be universal, there is more of a need to document specific practices for art catalogers

3) FRAD (Functional Requirements for Authority Data)

· Group responses had to be in by June 11th; but the deadline for personal responses is July 13th
· Artists’ groups - similar issues to problems arising from treatment of family names as subjects, which need to be resolved by FRAD    ***

· If it’s not a running exhibition you can’t create an authority record, but you CAN create one for an exposition

4) Future of Bibliographic Data Meeting

· There is a need for more good, standard metadata

5) CAC publication

· There is a need to get information from the Cataloging Advisory Committee on the web 

· RSS feeds would be nice – but they can’t be added for things that are behind a password

· Don’t know if CAC can have a website – if not, they may consider a blog

6) Art headings

                 Is there a push to get art headings to conform to other patterns? 

Discussion topic for SAC meeting: need for clarity with regard to LC’s policies for Artists groups

          According to the CATALOGING POLICY AND SUPPORT OFFICE

          SUMMARY OF DECISIONS, EDITORIAL MEETING NUMBER 20, May 7,  2007, 

          artists’groups are in fact corporate bodies like musical groups  

[SAC07-ANN/11]  
SACO-At-Large Meeting Summary

ALA Annual Washington, D.C. 
11:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 
New Hampshire Ballroom, Renaissance M Street

John N. Mitchell, SACO Coordinator, led the discussion for the semi-annual SACO-At-Large meeting and opened with the status of the SACO Program. Midyear FY2007 statistics reflect SACO contributions that are equivalent to, or better than the Midyear FY2006 levels. In addition, the number of SACO Program participants continues to grow. Particularly noteworthy are additions to some SACO funnel projects, and interest expressed by institutions outside the United States. The SACO Program welcomes the Bibliocentre (Toronto, Ontario) as the newest international participant. Interest has also been expressed by the Université Laval in Québec. 

SACO Representative to the PCC Policy Committee (PoCo) 

Mitchell announced that the annual PCC election had been held and the first representative to the PCC Policy Committee representing the SACO membership and subject heading concerns had been selected. Congratulations to David Miller, Curry College, for being the initial SACO representative. 

SACO representation on the PCC Policy Committee had been approved by the PCC Steering Committee in the Fall of 2006. A comprehensive historical document entitled: Representation of SACO-Only Institutions on the PCC Policy Committee remains available on the PCC Web site. 

Publication of SACO Participants' Manual - 2nd edition [Adam L. Schiff, U. of Washington] 

Adam L. Schiff, chair of the committee to update the SACO Participants' Manual announced that the 2nd edition of this document has been completed and published in .PDF format and available on the SACO Home Page. Schiff shared that extensive revisions were made, particularly with the examples that were used and added, and that the section on LC Classification was revised based on the new method of contribution using the LC Classification Proposal Database. Schiff remarked that the newly published manual had been vetted by the subject specialists in LC's Cataloging Policy and Support Office, and that this version will also be made available in the new release of Cataloger's Desktop scheduled for August 2007. Other changes that were made included: 

· Removing screen shots and references to RLIN

· Updating URLs that changed with the revision to the LC Website

SACO Web course availability 

Mitchell announced that the first distance-based Web module had been completed and demonstrated on Friday, June 22nd during this conference. Availability of this Web-based course was done to satisfy the Task Group on Online Training's Phase II charge which states: 

1. Develop a prototype online training course using content from an existing PCC training program (i.e., NACO, SCCTP courses, etc.), where the prototype was expected to:

· elaborate all the strategies and provisions for a successful course

· be tested with a group of volunteers for feedback and assessment purpose

· incorporate the feedback in the group's final report to the PCC Standing Committee on Training

2. Prepare a final report summarizing all activities and recommending a timeline for course implementation

The administrative details about the course remain to be resolved between LC management and ALCTS [Association for Library Collections and Technical Services, a division of the American Library Association], on whose server the course was developed using the WebCT 4.1 software. Issues that remain concern the collapse of the WebCT software which was assimilated into Blackboard, costs for the course, enrollment, and ownership, i.e, who will be responsible for updating materials.

The group of "beta testers" for the Web-course are awaiting the announcement about the course availability. It is expected that the Web course will go live in the late Fall of 2007. 

Classification Proposal Database using Class Web: A brief synopsis [Paul Frank] 

Paul Frank, member of the Cooperative Cataloging Team and currently on detail to the LC Cataloging Policy and Support Office, reported on the success of the new method for contributing classification numbers to the SACO Program via the online proposal database. Frank explained that only Class Web subscribers are eligible to contribute proposals via this mechanism. Frank reported that glitches have been resolved. 

Update of jointly-developed ALCTS/PCC Classification Workshop and availability [Paul Frank] 

Frank addressed the SACO-At-Large audience reporting on the ALCTS/PCC Classification pre-conference which was well attended. He stated that the course content was generous and the committee would edit the materials to have the workshop more easily fit into the 2-day instruction timeframe. The "extra" material would be maintained and provided in an appendix for workshop participants. Frank expressed that much interest has been generated. An initial "Training the Trainer" for this LC classification workshop would be held in October 2007 and a formal workshop has already been scheduled for November 2007. 

Recent SACO Training Ventures 

Mitchell reported that interest in the "Basic Subject Cataloging Using LCSH" workshop has continued to grow. More recently members of the Coop staff were engaged in teaching the course at the OCLC CAPCON Service Center, the regional OCLC Office in Washington, D.C. An upcoming training will also be hosted by PALINET, the Philadelphia regional office. 

Impact of 155 Implementation on SACO Participants - guest attendees from LC's Cataloging Policy and Support Office 

Janis Young, a detailee to LC's Cataloging Policy and Support Office provided a presentation on genre/form headings for moving images - and an extensive timeline for future development of adding 155 form/genre authority records to LCSH. Young's PowerPoint presentation addresses objectives for inclusion of these authority records and provides understandable rationale for the order of this monumental undertaking. Most importantly, an announcement will be made when SACO participants will be invited to submit proposals for form/genre headings and in what disciplines they will be accepted. Several participants from the audience expressed concerns about reactions from their individual user communities about having to wait for LC to implement these terms; of particular note were the voices from the law community and the art community. 

ALA Annual Announcement
To conclude the meeting, Mitchell announced that the SACO-At-Large meeting for ALA Midwinter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania would again follow the SAC meeting and that the featured speaker has not been decided.

[SAC07-ANN/12]
SAC Subcommittee on LCC Training Materials

Report, Annual 2007, Washington, D.C.

Members present: Lori Robare (chair), Lois Chan, Mark McKnight, Mary Kay Pietris, Bruce Trumble; SCT members: Steven Arakawa, Paul Frank, Caroline Miller, Becky Uhl.  Guests: Yael Mandelstam, Julianne Beall.  

Between Midwinter and Annual, a small editorial team worked intensively on testing and final editing of the course materials.

The two-day workshop, Fundamentals of Library of Congress Classification, was presented as a preconference on Thursday and Friday, June 21 and 22, for 40 attendees.  Presenters were Steven Arakawa, Lois Chan, Paul Frank, and Lori Robare.  Evaluations were very positive.  The greatest challenge was that it was difficult to get through all of the material in the two-day timeframe.

The combined PCC SCT/CCS SAC Task Force met on Monday, June 25, from 8:00 to 10:00.  The group discussed ideas for shortening the content to be covered within a two-day workshop.  Some material will eliminated; some will be moved into appendices.   The group also discussed ideas for the Cooperative Cataloging Training (CCT) web page describing the course (http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/cct/lcc/index.html), including guidelines for workshop sponsors and content of the needs assessment form.

A call for trainers for the course has gone out and applications are due July 17, 2007.

The timeline for the group’s remaining work is:

· Final revisions following the preconference

· Train-the-trainer session October 2007

· Workshop generally available for hosting late Fall 2007

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Robare, Chair 

[SAC07-MID/13]

ALCTS Subject Analysis Committee

Subcommittee on FAST

Minutes

June 22, 2007 – 7:30 – 9:00 pm

WCC Room 204 A/B

        Members present: Qiang Jin, Chair; Laura Akerman, Sherman Clarke, Shelby E. Harken, Stephen Hearn, Shannon Hoffman, Daniel Lovins, Jimmie Lundgren, John Maier, Arlene G. Taylor, Noelle Van Pulis and Ed O’Neill (OCLC liaison) 
        The SAC Subcommittee on FAST met on Friday. Ed O’Neill gave the subcommittee an update on the FAST developments since Midwinter 2007. 

        Before ALA Midwinter Meeting 2007, some subcommittee members assigned FAST headings for the concepts of 70 complex search terms, derived from a university transaction log that Arlene Taylor sent us. Lynn El-Hoshy and Patt Kuhr assigned LCSH for them. The experiment was based on the idea that these keyword searches represented actual bibliographic resources. The subcommittee members compared the differences between the FAST and LCSH results at our meeting at Midwinter. At our meeting on Friday, Arlene Taylor presented an analysis of the assignment comparing the differences between FAST and LCSH for those complex search terms. In other words what FAST headings have gained or lost for those complex search terms.

       The FAST team completed the last three facets: Chronological Periods, Events (Conference and Meeting Names) and Uniform titles. The subcommittee members looked at a sample of bibliographic records and provided the FAST team with some feedback of the three facets at our meeting. 

       The FAST team will send the subcommittee a random sample of bibliographic records with all FAST facets in the fall. The subcommittee members will discuss issues concerning the sample at our meeting at ALA Midwinter 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Qiang Jin, Chair

SAC Subcommittee on FAST

[SAC07-ANN/14]

The FAST Project Status Update

ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Annual 2007, Washington D.C.

FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) is a subject vocabulary derived from the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) that is being cooperatively developed by the OCLC Online Computer Library Center and the Library of Congress.  The last three facets, Chronological Periods, Events (Conference and Meeting Names) and Uniform Titles were completed in the Fall.   As if June 19, 2007, the FAST authority file contained:

	Facet
	Authorities Record
	Reference Records

	
	Total Number
	Created in '07
	Changed in '07
	

	Personal Names (100)
	510,094
	0
	0
	141

	Corp. Names (110)
	283,569
	0
	6
	38

	Events (111)
	11,395
	525
	5,920
	391

	Uniform Titles (130)
	48,200
	0
	48,200
	0

	Periods (148)
	676
	676
	676
	723

	Topicals (150)
	406,958
	0
	36
	9549

	Geographics (151)
	149,757
	0
	1,662
	1396

	Forms (155)
	711
	0
	0
	1874

	Totals
	1,411,360
	1,201
	56,500
	14112


All authority records except the reference records are publicly accessible on the FAST web site.  The total number of FAST authority records has not changed significantly in the past year but there have been numerous changes to individual records.  The recent development effort focused on developing the reference records.  These reference records play a special role by controlling the way LCSH headings are converted to FAST headings.  The reference records are also used to convert new or revised LCSH authority records to FAST headings and hence are a critical to maintaining FAST.  The reference records are not necessary to assign FAST and have no relevance when FAST headings are being assigned directly.

The draft of the FAST manual continues to be refined. The FAST manual covers both the development process and the application guidelines.

The latest version of the FAST database and the FAST manual are available on the FAST Web site at http://fast.oclc.org.. Please address any questions or comments to Ed O’Neill at oneill@oclc.org.

June 19, 2007

[SAC07-ANN/15]

ALCTS Subject Analysis Committee

Form/Genre Subcommittee

Report Submitted 

Monday, June 25, 2007

Committee Members:  Lynda Aldana, Chris Cronin, Beth Flood, Shannon Hoffman, Ed O'Neill, Gregory Wool.

Final Title, Description and Speakers:

New Developments in Form/Genre Access: where we are, where are we heading, and where we want to be.

Many Library of Congress Subject Headings represent what materials are rather than what they are about, especially in the areas of literature, film, music, and cartographic resources.  Authority records for form/genre terms and use of the MARC 21 655 field provide new opportunities for access to form headings in the library catalog.  The program will introduce general form/genre issues and explore how libraries and patrons are managing and using form/genre terms. 

Speakers: 
Robert Maxwell, Brigham Young University



Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington



Geraldine Ostrove, Library of Congress

Moderator: 
Chris Cronin, University of Colorado at Boulder

_____________________________________________________________________________

The program at ALA Annual 2007 was Saturday, June 23 from 1:30-3:30 in the Convention Center Room 151A.  We had planned for between 200-300 people, and it was a standing room only crowd.   The program had been included in all of the pre-conference publications and was one of the programs listed as part of the Collection Management & Technical Services Track: Cataloging and Metadata.  Also, the committee sent announcements to several lists in late May and early June.

After a quick look at the evaluations, it appears that the program was well received, and the audience represented a variety of people from both public and academic institutions and included paraprofessionals, professionals and students.  There was time to take a few questions after the speakers finished.  

Initially, the program was to be recorded, but in early June we were notified that ALA had to cancel its plans to tape sessions as it received too few requests.  However, the presentations from the program will be posted at http://www.ala.org/ala/alcts/alctsconted/alctsceevents/alctsannual/formgenreaccess.htm.

We will send out follow-up announcements to the email lists to remind people of this, as there was a lot of interest in knowing where the information might be for those who could not attend.

Lynda Aldana

Chair, SAC Form/Genre Subcommittee

laldana@jhu.edu
[SAC07-ANN/16]

Summary of the activities of the Future of Subject Headings Subcommittee after Midwinter 2007 through Annual 2007

In the months between conferences, committee member, Daniel Joudrey, set up a wiki at Simmons College to accommodate the notes from the Midwinter 2007 meeting.  About the same time, David Miller, Chair of ALCTS/CCS Executive Committee, asked if the subcommittee would like to set up a listserv to solicit comments from ACLTS membership.  Daniel Joudrey moderated that listserv [headings@ala.org] asking for comments on each of the 4 SWOT categories, allowing about two weeks between requests. Over 700 people signed up for the list, with over 100 posting, many multiple times. Those comments were incorporated into the wiki and then edited for uniformity.

Using the latest SWOT statements, Lisa Bruére, the chair of the subcommittee, put together a preliminary report for Annual 2007.  It was distributed to subcommittee and SAC members.    

The subcommittee meeting at Annual 2007, in Washington, D.C. led off with a discussion of the program portion of the charge.  That program will be given at Annual 2008.  It was decided that a moderator (Daniel Joudrey) would give an overview of SWOT and introduce the other speakers.  At the meeting it was decided that the speakers who would be asked would be John Reese of Backstage Library Works, Ed O’Neill representing the FAST Project and John Mitchell representing PCC.  Barbara Tillett would be asked to send a representative from the Cataloging Policy and Support Office at the Library of Congress.

Then the discussion turned to the preliminary report.  It was decided that although there was quite a bit of information in the 4 individual SWOT reports, the analysis of those reports had not really been done. The subcommittee divided into 4 different teams to analyze the material.  The first of those is due to the Chair on September 15, 2007.  After all four analyses are complete, a final report will be written.

The next task was to shepherd the request for a program through the various stages.  The ACLTS Program Committee requested that the program be 2 hours and that there only be 4 speakers including the moderator.  Because FAST and PCC are so well documented, the current speakers are Daniel Joudrey, John Reese, a Library of Congress representative and the fourth coming from a cutting edge vendor.  

submitted

July 31, 2007

Lisa Bruére     
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