ALA Midwinter Meeting (December 2007)

Report from LRTS Editor to the ALCTS Board

Covering v. 51, 2007 activities, and projected contents for v. 52, no. 1 and 2

Peggy Johnson, Editor

LRTS operates on an annual twelve-month cycles with the calendar year, unlike ALCTS and its committees (including the LRTS Editorial Board) and sections, which run July through June.

This report will cover Jan.-Dec. 2007, with previews of the planned contents for v. 52, no. 1 and 2.

· Forty-two papers were submitted in 2007. Fifteen have been published or accepted for publication; three have been tentatively accepted, pending revision; one has been invited to resubmit for a second review. Statistical analysis is presented in detail below. 

· Status of literature reviews: 

· Serials literature 2004-2005 (Cecilia Genereux): accepted for publication and published in v. 51, no. 4.

· Serials literature 2006-2007 (Carr): commissioned and scheduled for May 2008 submission

· Acquisitions literature 2002-2006 (Dunham): commissioned

· Preservation literature 2002-2006 (Contakos): commissioned

· Cataloging and classification, 2003-2004 (Shawne D. Mikso) appeared in v. 51, no. 1; 2005-2006 (Magda El-Sherbini) will appear in v. 52, no. 2.

· Cataloging and classification 2007-2008: currently seeking author

· Collection development and management 2004-2006 (Williams): commissioned and scheduled for April 2008 submission.

· Index: Edward Swanson prepared a cumulative index of v. 26-50, which was issued as a separate publication and mailed to subscribers with v. 51, no. 4.

· Commemorative issue: vol. 1, no. 1 was reprinted and mailed to subscribers with v. 1, no. 1 as part of the 50th anniversary activities. 

· Norm Medeiros (Haverford College) and his staff digitized the entire retrospective files of LRTS and provided the files to ALCTS for posting on the Web site. 

· We developed a policy regarding posting published papers to digital repositories this appears in the June issue and on the LRTS Web site:

The American Library Association grants authors whose works are published in the Library Resources & Technical Services journal ("LRTS Journal") permission to submit a PDF of the author's published paper (the "Work") to an institutional or disciplinary repository, so long as the Work is not modified or altered and the author cites the LRTS Journal, including volume, issue, and date, as place of original publication. Author may not make any other publication of the Work without ALA's prior written express consent. This policy applies to both past and future articles published in the LRTS Journal.

Authors should note that this policy does not apply to pre-prints or early drafts of papers submitted for publication in the LRTS Journal. Papers that have be posted prior to publication or published elsewhere will not be considered for publication in LRTS.

· We continue to investigate electronic manuscript management software; ALA has allocated $30,000 to acquire and implement a system. We’ve looked at several online, live demonstrations and hope to make a selection this spring. LRTS will be the first ALA journal to use the new system once it is selected.

· Early in 2007, I conducted a brief survey of authors published in LRTS since I became editor, asking them to comment on their experience and suggest how the process might be improved. In general authors are satisfied, but many requested an electronic manuscript management system. Some authors expressed frustration with the time between submission and publication. With v. 51, no. 2, I began including dates for each published paper that track submission, response to author/s, revision submission, and acceptance. My goal is to show that LRTS is responsive in a timely manner. Some survey respondents requested a formal letter of acceptance instead of an e-mail message. I now ask the author/s of each accepted paper if they would like a formal letter of LRTS letterhead and provide it, if requested.

· Our production editor at ALA Production Services is changing again with v. 51, no. 1—Tim Clifford assumed responsibility as our production editor, replacing Angie Hanshaw, who replaced Chris Keech, who replaced Angie. This has been a year of many changes. 

· The Editorial Board discussed broadening the scope of coverage, noting the importance of digital initiatives, repositories, metadata, and scholarly communication to ALCTS members (and the larger library profession). See projected contents for v. 52 below that address these topics.

Twelve Month Report January through December 2007

Manuscript receipt by Subject Category 

	
	

	Cataloging (FRBR, authority work, subject analysis, Cataloging codes, description, classification, general)
	12

	Out-of-scope
	3

	Metadata
	2

	Scholarly communication, digital repositories
	4

	Preservation 
	3

	Collection development
	9

	Serials (continuing resources)
	3

	Acquisitions
	1

	Papers from ALCTS 50th anniversary conference
	3

	Technical services (general & mgmt)
	2

	Total
	42


Reviewers’ Receipt of manuscripts 

	Average per reviewer
	5

	Highest number received by a single reviewer
	7

	Lowest number received by a single reviewer
	2


NOTE: Reviewers who joined that Board in July have received an average of two papers.

Acceptance rate of 47% (N=38)

	Acceptances (all required some revision)
	15

	Rejections
	19

	Revisions pending; needs re-review
	1

	Revisions pending; paper accepted
	3

	Total
	38


NOTES: 

(1) Four papers (three given at the 50th anniversary conference and a panel presentation from a 2007 annual conference program) are not counted, because they were not peer-reviewed.

(2) Six papers are being reviewed currently.

(3) The acceptance rate is based on the total papers accepted, plus the total papers accepted (pending revision), compared to papers rejected. 

Reasons for rejection: poor writing, incomprehensible English, poor research, out of scope, superficial treatment, dated or unoriginal content, marginal, product/vendor review, annotated bibliography in a (non-LIS) subject discipline. Most had problems in more than one area. 

(4) CONTENTS (all issues have an editorial and book reviews)

v. 51, no. 1

Restrategizing Bibliographic Services and the One Good Records, guest editorial by John J. Riemer

Cognitive and Affective Processes in Collection Management, by Brian Quinn

Toward Releasing the Metadata Bottleneck: A Baseline Evaluation of Contributor-supplied Metadata, by Amanda J. Wilson

A Review and Analysis of Library Availability Studies, by Thomas E. Nisonger

The Challenges of Change: A Review of Cataloging and Classification Literature, 2003-2004, by Shawne D. Mikso

v. 51, no. 2 

Quo Vadis, Preservation Education? A Study of Current Trends and Future Needs in Continuing Education Programs, by Karen F. Gracy and Jean Ann Croft
DACS & RDA: Insights and Questions from the New Archival Descriptive Standard, by Beth M. Russell 

Mapping WorldCat’s Digital Landscape, by Brian F. Lavoie, Lynn Silipigni Connaway, and Edward T. O’Neill 
Application Profile Development for Consortial Digital Libraries: An OhioLINK Case Study, by Emily A. Hicks, Jody Perkins, and Margaret Beecher Maurer

FRBR Principles Applied to a Local Online Journal Finding Aid, by Chew Chiat Naun

Linking Print and Electronic Books: One Approach, by Betsy Simpson, Jimmie Lundgren, and Tatiana Barr 

v. 51, no. 3  

Serials and Multiple Versions, or the Inexorable Trend toward Work-Level Displays, by Julian Everett Allgood

Cross-lingual Name and Subject Access: Mechanisms and Challenge, by Jung-ran Park 

Searching Titles with Initial Articles in Library Catalogs: A Case Study and Search Behavior Analysis, by Clément Arsenault and Élaine Menard

Electronic Resources Communications Management: A Strategy for Success, by Celeste Feather

Automated Access Level Cataloging for Internet Resources at Columbia University Libraries, by Kate Harcourt, Melanie Wacker, and Iris Wolley

v. 51, no. 4 

Association for Library Collections & Technical Services Annual Report 2006-2007


By Bruce Chr. Johnson

A Look at Fifty Years of Library Resources & Technical Services, by Tschera Harkness Connell

Family Names and the Cataloger, by Laurence S. Creider

A Regression-based Approach to Library Fund Allocation, by William H. Walters

The Roles of the Metadata Librarian in a Research Library, by John W. Chapman

Exploring Categorization: Undergraduate Student Searching and the Evolution of Catalogs, by John M Budd

Building Connections: A Review of the Serials Literature 2004 through 2005, by Cecilia Genereux

Determining the Average Cost of a Book for Allocation Formulas: Comparing Options, by Virginia Kay Williams and June Schmidt

LRTS v. 52, no. 1 

Use of the Checklist Method for Content Evaluation of Full Text Databases: An Investigation of Two Databases Based on Citations from Two Journals, by Thomas E. Nisonger

Mass Digitization: Implications for Preserving the Scholarly Record, by Trudi Bellardo Hahn

Converting and Preserving the Scholarly Record: An Overview, by Jeffrey L. Horrell

Who Has Published What on East Asian Studies? An Analysis of Publishers and Publishing Trends, by Su Chen and Chengzhi Wang

Web Citation Availability: A Follow-up Study, by Mary F. Casserly and James E. Bird

An Operational Model for Library Metadata Maintenance, by Jim LeBlanc and Martin Kurth

Determining the Average Cost of a Book for Allocation Formulas: Comparing Options, by Virginia Kay Williams and June Schmidt

v. 52, no. 1 (projected)

Cataloging and Classification: Review of the Literature 2005-2006, by Magda El-Sherbini

Papers from the ALCTS 50th Anniversary Conference

· The Two Markets: Libraries in an Attention Economy, by Richard A. Lanham

· Collecting Conversations in a Massive Scale World, by R. David Lankes

· Social Libraries: The Librarian 2.0 Phenomenon, by Stephen Abram

Papers from a panel presentation at the 2007 annual meeting

· Reflections on Cataloging Leadership, by Beth Picknally Camden, Sheila S. Intner, Janet Swan Hill, Regina R. Reynolds, and William A.  Garrison 

Subject Access Tools in English for Canadian Topics: Canadian Extensions to United States Subject Access Tools, by Robert P. Holley

Defining and Achieving Success in the Movement to Change Scholarly Communication, by Joyce L. Ogburn

Improving the Flow of Materials in a Cataloging Department: Using ADDIE for a Project in the Ohio State University Libraries, by Melanie McGurr

Using Comparative Online Journal Usage Studies to Assess the Big Deal, by Cecilia Botero, Steven Carrico, and Michele Tennant.

