ALA Council Minutes



                                                  ALCTS Board Doc. 05.10

2004 ALA Annual Conference

June 24-30, 2004

Orlando, Florida










ALA Council Minutes










2004 ALA Annual Conference










June 24-30, 2004










Orlando, Florida


ALA COUNCIL MINUTESPRIVATE 

2004 ALA Annual Conference

Orlando, FloridaPRIVATE 


tc  \l 2 "Atlanta, Georgia"
ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session

Sunday, June 27, 2004, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Orange County Convention Center, Valencia Ballroom 415A

The customary information session was held in accordance with Policy 5.5.2, which states that at least one joint session of the Membership and Council with the Executive Board shall be held for information only prior to other meetings of Council and Membership.  The information session was convened at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 27, 2004, in the Orange County Convention Center, Ballroom 415A.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTIONS.  President Carla D. Hayden introduced Carol A. Brey-Casiano, ALA President-Elect; Eli Mina, ALA Parliamentarian; Keith Michael Fiels, ALA Executive Director and Secretary to the ALA Council; Elizabeth Dreazen, Director, ALA Governance Office; Lois Ann Gregory-Wood, ALA Council Secretariat; Danielle Alderson and Giovanni Rivas, ALA Council Projectionists; and Patricia Graves, Audio Captionist.

PRIVATE 
BUDGET ANALYSIS AND REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT, CD#33.1.  Patricia H. Smith, chair, reported that ALA is overall a financially healthy organization with significant reserves, ALA’s dollars are stretched to the limits due to decreased revenues, declining dues retention rate, reduced exhibit footage in some cities, low interest rates, a volatile investment environment, rising employee compensation and benefit costs, yearly fluctuations in division overhead due to the scheduling of alternating national conferences and rising conference costs, particularly in areas such as audio visual.   Based on the April 2004 financial results, the General Fund will be 4.4% or $1.2 million less than budget.  To keep control of expenses, ALA management has implemented a hiring freeze and unit expense reductions. 

Although the FY05 budget yields no new major initiatives and no staffing increases, there are specific goals related to the continued phase-in of electronic balloting, the purchase of a new Washington Office location, continued e-commerce enhancements, launching year six of the Campaign for America's Libraries, and the building of a new Cultural Communities Fund.

In view of the realities facing ALA of steadily increasing expenses and flat or declining revenue potential, BARC took two actions at its 2004 spring meeting:  (1) recommended to the Executive Board an increase in annual conference registration, beginning with the 2005 Annual Conference in Chicago; and (2) recommended a dues increase and asked that the Executive Board request the ALA Membership Committee to develop proposals for such an increase.

Smith addressed ALA CD#59, Rev. 2, Resolution to Establish ALA Policy for Retaining Legal Counsel, Part I, which was referred to BARC by the ALA Council at the 2004 Midwinter Meeting.  The resolution read: “That the following policy be established by ALA for the retention of legal counsel:

· Firms providing legal representation for ALA shall not represent individuals or entities with whom ALA is in litigation, and that,

· Should ALA’s legal counsel undertake to represent a client that has been associated with actions that have caused substantial damage to ALA, American libraries, and/or firms that provide services to American libraries in relations to those services, the Executive Board shall review the merits of continuing ALA’s relationship with that firm.”

BARC recommended that Executive Board undertake an annual evaluation of all outside professional service contractors, including legal counsel, and that this evaluation be done in writing and face-to-face.

At this conference, BARC begin to work with the ALA management on ALA CD#60, Resolution on Accessible Voting, which read: 

“That the electronic ballot in 2005 and all following years shall be accessible for people with disabilities by following the standards established by Section 508 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act amendments of 1998; and that all future electronic and information technology procurement (e.g., Internet resources, telephony, captioned and audio described videos) shall also follow the standards established by Section 508.”  

Smith reported that a cost analysis had been requested from a contractor but was not available at this meeting. 

PRIVATE 
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PRIVATE 
ENDOWMENT TRUSTEES REPORT, CD#16.1.  Rick J. Schwieterman, senior trustee, reported that although the investment community has been on a “roller coaster ride,” the first quarter reports for 2004 were reasonably good.

Schwieterman then reviewed the market and book value of the Endowment portfolio since 1995. Afterward, he turned to the Endowment asset allocation strategy, which has achieved returns of 19.1 percent in 2003 and 2.5 percent in the first quarter of 2004.  

Schwieterman explained that Endowment portfolio is well diversified and managed by seven different managers specializing in seven different asset categories.  

The trustees use research input from the investment advisor Merrill Lynch to periodically rebalance the portfolio. The trustees have a well-defined process in place to monitor performance of each investment manager.  Each manager is required to review their performance and their investment strategy with the trustees at least once a year.  In consultation with the ALA investment manager Merrill Lynch during the last twelve months, the trustees have had eight conference call meetings and two face-to-face meetings in Chicago and have selected new or replacement portfolio managers as needed.  

In November 2003, the trustees added a Real Estates Investment Trust (REIT) to the investment portfolio.  The new investment has appreciated to by 11 percent as of March 2004.

In closing, Schwieterman noted during that this conference the Endowment trustees and Executive Board Finance and Audit Committee held constructive discussions about buying property for the ALA Washington Office.

This concluded the first portion of the ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session.

ALAHEAD TO 2010-ALA STRATEGIC PLAN, ALA CD#46.  In the second portion of the ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session, Council engaged in a facilitated discussion regarding ALA’s Strategic Plan for 2005-2010, ALAhead to 2010.  ALA President Carla D. Hayden introduced the discussion facilitator Paul Meyer of Tecker Consultants. She noted that this discussion would be a key-planning component in determining ALA's new strategic plan for the next five years.  This portion of the meeting was designed to give ALA Councilors and members an opportunity to provide input into the planning process at an earlier stage.

ADJOURNMENT.  This meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
ALA Council I

Sunday, June 27, 2004, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Orange County Convention Center, Valencia Ballroom 415A

The first meeting of the ALA Council during the 2004 ALA Annual Conference was convened on Sunday, June 27, 2004, from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Orange County Convention Center, Valencia Ballroom 415A.  President Carla D. Hayden presided, and President-Elect Carol A. Brey-Casiano assisted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTIONS.  President Carla D. Hayden introduced Parliamentarian Eli Mina; President-Elect Carol A. Brey-Casiano; and ALA Executive Director and Secretary of the Council Keith Michael Fiels.  ALA staff assisting with the Council meetings were Elizabeth Dreazen, Director, ALA Governance Office; Lois Ann Gregory-Wood, Council Secretariat; Danielle Alderson and Giovanni Rivas, Projectionists; and Patricia Graves, Captionist. Special guests were Michael Gorman, 2004-2005 ALA President-Elect and current ALA Executive Board Member; Teri Switzer, currently completing a one-year term as ALA Treasurer, who was reelected to serve a full three-year term as ALA Treasurer; Patricia Shroeder, President, American Association of Publishers; Derrie Perez, President, Florida Library Association; Beth Fitzsimmons, Chair, National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS); Carol Diehl, NCLIS Commissioner; Edward Bertorelli, NCLIS Commissioner; Allison Druin, NCLIS Commissioner; Jose Aponte, NCLIS Commissioner; Amy Tsiang, President, Chinese-American Librarians Association (CALA); David Ongley, President, American Indian Library Association and ALA Councilor; Kay Raseroka, President, International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA); Stephen Abram, President, Canadian Library Association; Don Butcher, Executive Director, Canadian Library Association; Louis Cabral, Director General, Association for the Advancement of Sciences and Technology of Documentation; Ling Hwey Jeng, Executive Director, Asian Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA); Lucille Thomas, ALA Honorary Member;  Norman Horrocks, ALA Honorary Member; Andrew Jackson, President, Black Caucus of the ALA (BCALA); and Eric Moon, ALA Past President.

THE ATTENDANCE AND VOTING RECORD is attached as Exhibit 1.
QUORUM.  A quorum was established at the beginning of each meeting.

ADOPTION OF THE RULES, ALA CD#5.  By CONSENT, the rules governing Council meetings were adopted.  

PRIVATE 


tc  \l 4 ""ESTABLISHING THE AGENDA, ALA CD#8.6 Revised. The agenda was adopted as amended to include the following items under new business: Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians, ALA CD#59; Resolution on Accessible Voting and Other Information Technology, ALA CD#60; Resolution on the Occupation of Iraq, ALA CD#61; Resolution on Privacy and Library Use, ALA CD#63; and Resolution on Health Care, ALA CD#64.

2004 ALA MIDWINTER MEETING MINUTES, ALA CD#2.1.  By CONSENT, the Minutes were adopted as distributed. 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE, ALA CD#25.1. Norman Horrocks, chair, lead an informal discussion of CD#25.1, which included the Constitution and Bylaws Committee’s comments and suggested actions on Rules for Council Meetings, ALA CD#5.  After a brief discussion, by CONSENT, Council directed the Constitution and Bylaws Committee to bring forth a revised version of ALA CD#5 for consideration at the 2005 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston. 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2004-2005 COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES, ALA CD#12. President-Elect Carol A. Brey-Casiano presented the slate of candidates for the 2004-2005 Council Committee on Committees: Ismail Abudullahi, Sharon S. Amastae, Jonathan R. Betz-Zall, David L. Easterbrook, Joseph M. Eagan, Marilyn L. Hinshaw, Dora Ho, and Loriene Roy.  There were no floor nominations.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2004-2005 PLANNING AND BUDGET ASSEMBLY, CD#12.1. President-Elect Brey-Casiano next presented the slate of candidates for the 2004-2005 Planning and Budget Assembly Election: Councilors-at-Large: Hampton (Skip) M. Auld, Katherine (Kate) Ann Corby, Rochelle L. Hartman, Patricia M. Hogan, Mary (Molly) E. Raphael, and Kenneth A. Yamashita; Chapter Councilors: Nancy M. Bolt, Annelle R. Huggins, Donna Morris, and Lynn M. Stainbrook.  There were no floor nominations.
APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS, CD#12.2.  Councilors volunteering to serve as tellers for the election were William J. Crowe, William D. Paullin, Gail A. Schlachter, and Dennis J. LeLoup, chair.

COUNCIL PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMITTEE, ALA CD#40. Patricia Glass Schuman, chair, reported on how far ALA has come with its public awareness efforts, which was started when she was an ALA president-elect, 1990-1991.  She said the word advocate was considered radical in 1991, when ALA's first nationwide media campaign to fight budget cuts was planned.  

Schuman also reported on the successes of the  “@ your library” campaign, which begin in 2001. Since its inception, the campaign has reached approximately 20,000 libraries in all fifty states, forty state library chapters, and twenty state library agencies.

Schuman then highlighted some of the campaign programs currently active and ongoing:

Join the Major Leagues @ your library; Register to Vote @ your library

Put It In Writing @ your library; and Get on Board and Read @ your library.  

Schuman said major league baseball, Women's Day Online Book Club, ABC-TV and others have been instrumental in getting out ALA’s messages to the public.  She also noted that Argentina has just joined the Campaign for the World's Libraries in preparation for the 2004 IFLA Conference.

A library advocacy promotional video about the @ your library campaign was then shown.  The video offers a retrospective of the campaign and how the initiative has garnered national attention for library issues and librarians, communicating the value of libraries, librarians and library workers in the 21st century.  It was dedicated to Charles E. Beard, an active ALA member and library advocate who passed away on June 2, 2004.

ALA PRESIDENT’S REPORT, ALA CD#21.1.  In briefly highlighting some of her ALA activities over the past six months, President Carla D. Hayden said she focused on producing the “Equity of Access” publication, the fifth and final brochure in the ALA2005 Key Action Areas series.  The brochure was distributed in the June 2004 issue of American Libraries as well as on the ALA Website and at the ALA President’s Program during this conference.   The brochure includes an Equity Checklist that formed the basis of an invitational Equity preconference, which Hayden sponsored at this conference.  In addition to her extensive travel, during which she represented the association in national and international settings, Hayden also participated in many media interviews, as outlined in her written report. 

In closing, Hayden expressed her deep appreciation to the ALA membership for allowing her to represent the association over the past year.

ALA PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT, ALA CD#29.1. President-Elect Carol Brey-Casiano said she devoted a significant portion of the past six months to preparing for her presidential year.

She traveled on behalf of the association to speaking engagements, to conduct forums, and to meet with student chapters.

She said her Presidential Advisory Committee is moving forward with plans for implementing its advocacy vision statement, “Stand Up and Speak Out for Libraries—Turning Passive Support into Education Action.”  An ALA World Book Goal Award will provide funding for Advocacy Institutes, to be held at both the 2005 Midwinter Meeting and the Annual Conference.

Brey-Casiano said she is focusing her presidential plan on a strong grassroots advocacy initiative, with special emphasis on the issues of literacy, salaries and recruitment, international relations, intellectual freedom, and diversity.  A working draft of the plan is available at www.carolbrey.com
ALA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT, ALA CD#23.1. Keith Michael Fiels began by noting that as of May 31, 2004, ALA personal membership has grown almost 2 percent, while organizational membership increased by 4.2 percent.  Total ALA membership stands at 65,320, a 2 percent increase from last year. 

Fiels also noted that “Knowledge and Networking,” a quarterly continuing education brochure for libraries, premiered in the June issue of American Libraries.   It is the first stand-alone brochure to feature upcoming seminars and other continuing education opportunities available through the association.  The effort was accomplished through the joint work of various ALA offices and divisions under the leadership of Mary Ghikas, ALA Senior Associate Executive Director of Member and Support Services.

Fiels reported that the ALA internal privacy audit was on track and a report of the findings would be released within the coming weeks.  The purpose of the audit was to ensure that ALA Headquarters and its affiliated offices are using best practices whenever the ALA staff deals with private or sensitive information while carrying out the business of the association.

Fiels said the campaign to Save America's Libraries, which Maurice J. (Mitch) Freedman, ALA Immediate Past President, initiated in response to the library funding crisis, has been strengthened through the continued development of the library funding Website available at www.ala.org/libraryfunding.  Since June 2003, the ALA Public Information Office has been compiling funding information from a variety of published sources.  This funding database will make this type of information readily available where and when needed.  

Fiels next reported on two new projects currently underway:  (1) the revamping of ALA’s recruitment Web site; and (2) an online communities application that would allow members to work online in virtual space, combining some of the many features commonly available at other widely used Web sites.

REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTIONS SINCE THE 2004 MIDWINTER MEETING, ALA CD#15.1.  The written report was presented for information only.

IMPLEMENTATION OF ALA MIDWINTER REPORT ON COUNCIL’S 2003 ALA MIDWINTER MEETING ACTION, ALA CD#19.1.  The written report was presented for information only.

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION REPORT, ALA CD#22.1.  Gordon Conable, FTRF President, updated Council on cases that FTRF was involved in or monitoring.  These cases include Muslim Community Association of Ann Arbor v. Ashcroft; John Doe and ACLU v. Ashcroft; City of Littleton, Colorado v. Z.J. Gifts; Video Software Dealers Association, et al. v. Maleng; Ashcroft v American Civil Liberties Union (formerly ACLU v Reno); Center for Democracy and Technology v. Fisher; United States v. Irwin Schiff, et al; and Yahoo! V. La Ligue Contre Le Racisme et L’Antisemitiseme.
The FTRF has also participated as a plaintiff in several lawsuits challenging state laws that criminalize the distribution of materials deemed “harmful to minors” on the Internet.  These cases include Athenaco, Ltd. V. Cox; Shiplev, Inc. v. Long (formerly Shiplev, Inc. v. Huckabee); Southeast Booksellers v. McMasters; ABFFE v. Petro (formerly Bookseller, Inc. v. Taft; PSINet v. Chapman; ACLU v. Goddard (formerly ACLU v. Napolitano); and ABFFE v. Dean.

Conable thanked President Hayden for her extraordinary effectiveness in standing firm against those provisions of the USA Patriot Act that affect libraries and booksellers and noted that she inspired a lot of other people to speak out to protect our civil liberties.  

TASK FORCE ON RURAL SCHOOL, TRIBAL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES, ALA CD#34.1. Dwight McInvaill, co-chair, noted that Council had charged the task force with (1) identifying and studying issues and challenges facing rural school tribal and public libraries, and  (2) recommending possible solutions. 

To address the first part of the charge, “to identify and study issues and challenges,” the task force developed a survey with 10 open-ended queries, which was critiqued by seven electronic discussion lists, two for school libraries, two for tribal libraries, and three for public libraries.  The task force received forty responses from the electronic lists.  To supplement the tribal information, the task force reviewed handouts, agendas, and other materials from the Tribal College Librarians Professional Development Institution from 1996 to 2003.

In mid-September 2003, the results of this collaboration were submitted to Mary Jo Lynch, then director of the ALA Office for Research and Statistics, who assisted the task force in reducing the number of questions from 27 to 14.   The survey was then redistributed to the original recipients and at a number of national meetings.

The task force also fulfilled the second part of its charge by providing a list of possible recommendations.

Councilor and Executive Board member Michael Golrick recommended that the task force, with his assistance, develop a comprehensive list of recommendations for Council’s consideration on Wednesday, January 19, 2003.  By CONSENT, the ALA Council agreed to Councilor Golrick’s recommendation.

The task force was commended and thanked for its work and report.

PRIVATE 
ANNOUNCEMENTStc  \l 5 "ANNOUNCEMENTS".  After several announcements, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

ALA Council II

Tuesday, June 29, 2004, 10:30 a.m.‑12:45 p.m.

Orange County Convention Center, Valencia Ballroom 415A PRIVATE 
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The second meeting of the ALA Council during the 2004 Annual Conference was convened at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 29.

QUORUM. A quorum was established at the beginning of each meeting.

ESTABLISHING THE AGENDA, ALA CD#8.7 Revised.  By CONSENT, CD#8.6 Revised was adopted.  

TREASURER’S REPORT, ALA CD#13.1.  After providing a detailed and comprehensive financial report, Terri Switzer, ALA Treasurer, moved and Council

VOTED, To approve the ALA FY2005 Budgetary Ceiling as follows:

	General Funds
	$27,738,844

	Division
	17,798,661

	Round Tables
	815,665

	Grants & Awards
	2,102,436

	Long Term Investments
	516,455

	Total ALA FY2000 Budgetary Ceiling
	$48,972,061


During the budget discussion, Councilors asked for (1) a written explanation about the reserve fund as it related to the 25 percent requirement for round tables and divisions; (2) more explanations on the purchase, location, timetable, and actual cost of a building to house the Washington Office; (3) whether the budget included the $40,000 requested by the Task Force for Rural and Tribal Libraries; and (4) whether the decision to not print the ALA Handbook of Organization was part of the cost savings. 

Switzer said that the $40,000 requested by the Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries to develop a national advocacy campaign to emphasize the contribution of rural and tribal libraries was not built into this budget.  It is anticipated that the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services will be able to identify partnerships that can be formed to generate the needed revenue for this project.  Discussions with OLOS have already begun, and it is expected that funds can be procured.    

In response to the inquiry about the property purchase for the ALA Washington Office, Switzer said: (1) the ALA Executive Board is still discussing the purchase of an office condo for the ALA Washington Office;  (2) the closing, if it does take place, would not happen until February 2005; (3) the property is on New Hampshire Street in the Dupont Circle area; and  (4) the purchase price would be approximately $4.5 million. 

Many Councilors spoke to the desirability of continuing to distribute a print version of the ALA Handbook of Organization. They noted that no matter how useful the Handbook might be online, it is still rather awkward to use that format, particularly during discussions at conferences and committee meetings when quick reference information is frequently needed.  In addition, being able to peruse the printed version is a quick way for members to learn and understand ALA’s structural complexity. 

Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels explained that the printing of the ALA Handbook of Organization costs $50,000.  It was decided that this $50,000 was needed for other key programs.  Alternate virtual formats are being considered (e.g., CD-ROM and other wireless access).   Fiels said before making any final decision, a plan of action would be prepared and distributed for comments and suggestions.

Councilor Beverly Lynch said she would be introducing a resolution on the Handbook at the Council III meeting.

POLICY MONITORING COMMITTEE REPORT, ALA CD#17.1.   Stephen L. Matthews, chair, provided an oral and written report on current PMC agenda items.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION CRITERIA FOR PROGRAMS TO PREPARE LIBRARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS, ALA CD#35.2-32.3.  Lorna Peterson, COE chair, moved and Council


VOTED, To approve the criteria for programs to prepare library



 technical assistants.
CORE VALUES II TASK FORCE’S FINAL REPORT, ALA CD#7.2.  Patricia Glass Schuman, chair, moved and Council 

VOTED, To adopt ALA CD#7.2, Core Values II Task Force Report, the list of core values contained in the report, and to dismiss the task force.

Schuman said the task force did not claim that this list applies to all libraries or all librarians, but did believe that it represents the values that ALA upholds for the library profession.  

The list of core values will be forwarded to the Policy Monitoring Committee for codification and incorporation into the ALA Policy Manual.

TASK FORCE ON LIBRARY SCHOOL CLOSINGS, ALA CD#37. Councilor Ling Hwey Jeng, chair, moved that the term of the Task Force on Library School Closings be extended to June 2005; that the Task Force be charged: to develop strategies for ensuring continuity of LIS education and recruitment for minorities in Georgia; to further develop long term strategies for preventing further LIS closures; and that the incoming ALISE President, Ken Haycock, be invited to serve as a member of the Task Force. 
By CONSENT, Council substituted the following words: “That the term of” and “be extended to June 2005” in the above motion with the following words: “. . . be reappointed to deliver its final report in June 2005 . . .” The motion then read:  “That the term of The Task Force on Library School Closings be extended to June 2005 reappointed to deliver its final report in June 2005; that the Task Force be charged: to develop strategies for ensuring continuity of LIS education and recruitment for minorities in Georgia; to further develop long term strategies for preventing further LIS closures; and that the incoming ALISE President, Ken Haycock, be invited to serve as a member of the Task Force.”  

Councilor Steven Kerchoff moved, and Council
DEFEATED, A motion to delete the words “in Georgia” from the above motion.  

In speaking to the motion, Councilor Kerchoff said that deleting the words “in Georgia” from the first bullet of the recommendation would allow Council to recognize the importance of recruiting minorities from all over the country and not just from one state.

After a brief debate, Council 

VOTED, That the Task Force on Library School Closings be reappointed to deliver its final report in June 2005; that the Task Force be charged: to develop strategies for ensuring continuity of LIS education and recruitment for minorities in Georgia; to further develop long term strategies for preventing further LIS closures; and that the incoming ALISE President, Ken Haycock, be invited to serve as a member of the Task Force.” 

COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY REPORT, ALA CD#32.  Michael Miller, chair, moved and Council

REFERRED, ALA CD#32.1, Resolution to Amend the “Libraries: An American Value” Statement to the Intellectual Freedom Committee.  The proposed additions to ALA Policy 53.8 are in capital letters: “We value our nation’s diversity and strive to reflect that diversity BY RECRUITING LIBRARY WORKERS OF DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS, AND by providing a full spectrum of resources and services to the communities we serve;” to assure the imperative inclusion of library workforce diversity in any and all statements or reports related to the Association’s Core Values. 

Miller then moved the adoption of ALA CD#32.2, Resolution on the Gathering of Diversity Statistics, which read:  “That the Council of the American Library Association designates an appropriate unit or units within ALA to undertake the establishment of a process for the ongoing statistical assessments of diversity within the library profession.  This includes, but is not limited to the staffs of all libraries, irrespective of the type of library.”

Executive Board Member Kenton L. Oliver moved and Council

VOTED, To amend ALA CD#32.2, Resolution on the Gathering of Diversity Statistics, as follows:  “That the Council of the American Library Association [delete: designates an appropriate unit or units within ALA to undertake the establishment of a process for the ongoing]  [add: requests that the ALA Executive Director takes steps to assure that] statistical assessments of diversity within the library profession [add: is included in projects of the Office of Research and Statistics.]  This includes, but is not limited to the staffs of all libraries, irrespective of the type of library.”  The resolution would then read: “That the Council of the American Library Association designates an appropriate unit or units within ALA to undertake the establishment of a process for the ongoing requests that the ALA Executive Director takes steps to assure that statistical assessments of diversity within the library profession is included in projects of the Office of Research and Statistics.  This includes, but is not limited to the staffs of all libraries, irrespective of the type of library.”  

Councilor Lizbeth Bishoff (Past ALA Treasurer) moved and Council 

REFERRED, ALA CD#32.2, Resolution on the Gathering of Diversity Statistics, as amended, to the ALA Budget Analysis and Review Committee

ADJOURNMENT. ALA Council II adjourned at 1:10 p.m.


ALA Council III

Wednesday, June 30, 2004, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Orange County Convention Center, Valencia Ballroom 415A

PRIVATE 
The third meeting of ALA Council during the 2004 Annual Conference was convened at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, tc  \l 2 "The third meeting of Council during the 2002 Annual Conference was convened at 8\:30 a.m. on Wednesday, "

PRIVATE 
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QUORUM.  A quorum was established at the beginning of each meeting.

ESTABLISHING THE AGENDA, CD#8.8 Revised.  To help facilitate the completion of the agenda, President Carla D. Hayden suggested that in addition to any recipients so noted to receive a particular resolution, the Executive Director and/or the President also be authorized to send the materials or the resolutions to appropriate parties and report back to Council.  By CONSENT, the ALA Council agreed to the President’s recommendation. 
The following items were add to the agenda under new business: Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians, ALA CD#59; Resolution on Accessible Voting and Other Information Technology, ALA CD#60; Resolution on the Occupation of Iraq, ALA CD#61; Resolution on Privacy and Library Use, ALA CD#63; Resolution on Health Care, ALA CD#64-ALA CD#64.1; Partnerships and Cosponsorships Discussion, ALA CD#41-ALA CD#41.1; Resolution on Workplace Speech, ALA CD#65;  

Resolution on the Retention of the Paper Publication of the ALA Handbook of Organization, ALA CD#66; and  Resolution on the Terrorist Destruction of the United Talmud Torah Elementary School Library (Montreal) and of the C.A.N.D.L.E.S Holocaust Museum and Archive (Terra Haute, Indiana), ALA CD#67.

Councilor Nancy M. Bolt, who seconded the Resolution on Privacy and Library Use, ALA CD #63, said that the mover, Councilor Marilyn Hinshaw had taken ill and returned home.  Before leaving the conference, Councilor Hinshaw asked that the resolution be withdrawn from the agenda.   By CONSENT, Council withdrew Resolution on Privacy and Library Use, ALA CD#63.

By CONSENT, the agenda was adopted as amended.

MEMORIALS, MR-8–MR-14. Council Policy 5.3.(15) provides that memorials, tributes, and testimonials will be presented at the beginning of the last session of Council.  Memorials were adopted for Cynthia J. Johanson, MR-8; Thomas J. Galvin, MR-9; Joyce C. Parks, MR-10; Charles E. Beard, MR-11; June Kahler Berry, MR-12; Mae Weine, MR-13; and Elizabeth Morrissett, MR-14.

TRIBUTES, TR-3–TR-5. By ACCLAMATION, Council adopted the following tributes: TR-3, South Dakota Library Association’s 100th Anniversary, TR-3; RUSA/RSS Library Service to an Aging Population Committee on its 40th Anniversary, TR-4; and Proclamation for David Cohen for Lifetime Achievement in Multiculturalism and Intellectual Freedom, TR-5.

TELLERS REPORT ON THE ELECTION FOR THE 2004-2005 COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES AND THE PLANNING AND BUDGET ASSEMBLY, ALA CD#12.3. 

Dennis LeLoupe, chair, reported the following election results: 

ELECTED, To the 2004-2005 Planning and Budget Assembly: Councilors-at-Large:  Hampton (Skip) M. Auld, Patricia M. Hogan and Mary (Molly) E. Raphael; Chapter Councilors: Nancy M. Bolt and Annelle R. Huggins. 
ELECTED, To the 2004-2005 Council Committee on Committees: Joseph M. Eagan, Marilyn L. Hinshaw, Dora Ho and Loriene Roy. 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE REPORT, CD#25.2.  Norman Horrocks, chair, moved and Council 

ADOPTED, The following two ALA Bylaws amendments as identified in ALA CD#25.2, ALA Constitution and Bylaws Committee Report:

Amendment 1:

To amend the ALA Bylaws Article III. Nominations and Elections.  Section 4(b), by striking [Voting by mail shall be deemed to be by postal services or electronic means as determined by the executive director who shall be responsible for ensuring the integrity of the ballot.] so that it will now read “At least six weeks prior to the annual conference the executive director shall mail a copy of the ballot to each member of the Association in good standing.”  [This deleted section is being transferred to Article X].

2.  To amend the ALA Bylaws Article X.  Notices by Mail heading, by inserting the words: “and Voting”, so that it will now read, “Notices and Voting by Mail”.  

3.  To amend the ALA Bylaws Article X. Notices by Mail, by adding a new Section 2, which will read: “Voting by mail shall be deemed to be by postal services or electronic means as determined by the executive director who shall be responsible for ensuring the integrity of the ballot.” 

Amendment 2:

To amend the ALA Bylaws Article VIII.  Committees. Section 2(a)(iii), by striking the reference to the Standards Review Committee from the list of standing committees. 

COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION REPORT, CD#20.5-20.10.  Jan Sanders, chair, Committee on Legislation, moved and Council VOTED to adopt the following resolutions:

ALA CD#20.6, Resolution for Guidelines on Sensitive Information, which read: “That the American Library Association reaffirms its position that the public should have access to unclassified information unless it falls within a specific exemption of the Freedom of Information Act; that the American Library Association urges that agency decisions to designate information as `sensitive’ be judicious, limited, and based on clearly-defined criteria and guidelines that are made available for public review and comment; that the American Library Association urges that information deemed `sensitive’ be categorized as provided by the E-Government Act of 2002 and information about its existence be made available to the public; that the American Library Association urges that these guidelines include a process for periodic and systematic review of information that has been deemed `sensitive’; and that the American Library Association urges that information no longer deemed `sensitive’ be made publicly available in a timely manner.”

ALA CD#20.7, Resolution On Securing Government Accountability Through Whistleblower Protection, which read: “That the American Library Association affirms its support for accountable government and the role of whistleblowers in reporting abuse, fraud, and waste in governmental activities; and that the American Library Association supports legislative efforts to provide increased support and protection for whistleblowers in the Federal government.”

ALA CD#20.8, Resolution on Access To And Ownership Of Government Information, which read: “That the American Library Association urges Congress to reaffirm the Federal government’s responsibility to provide timely, unfettered, permanent, and no-fee access to unclassified information produced, compiled, or funded by the Federal government; and that the American Library Association urges Congress to strengthen or enact legislation that recognizes the importance of the ownership, cataloging, archiving, and dissemination of government information for the well-being of its citizens.” 

ALA CD#20.9, Resolution On Superintendent Of Documents Salaries, And Expenses Appropriation For FY2005, which read: “That the American Library Association urges Congress to reaffirm the government’s responsibility to provide no-fee access to Federal government information in formats most appropriate to the public’s needs; that the American Library Association urges Congress to ensure the preservation of, and permanent public access to, Federal government information in all formats; that the American Library Association urges Congress to support improvement of critical functions such as gathering, producing, cataloging, indexing, distributing, and preserving government information, regardless of format, from all branches of government, and support the continuation of the International Exchange Program; that the American Library Association urges Congress to reaffirm its commitment to GPO Access and the Federal Depository Library Program; and that the American Library Association urges Congress to fund the Government Printing Office Superintendent of Documents Salaries and Expenses Appropriation for FY2005 at or above the $33 million requested by the Public Printer.”

 

ALA CD#20.10, Resolution On The Administrative Conference Of The United States, which read: “That the American Library Association support legislative efforts to fund and reconstitute the Administrative Conference of the United States (ACUS).” 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION, CD#27.1.  Janet Swan Hill, chair, moved and Council 

VOTED, To adopt the following three action items contained in CD#27.3, Committee on Organization Report:

Item #1.  

To revise the charge of the Recruitment Assembly by striking the sentence “To expand the “Each One Reach One” network through publicity and involvement,” and to replace it with the sentence:  “To expand the recruitment of a diverse workforce.”  The charge would then read:  “To facilitate communication about activities related to recruiting for the profession among ALA units and other groups.  To foster coordination and cooperation of recruitment efforts among ALA units and other groups.  To avoid unnecessary duplication and enhance individual and collective recruitment efforts.  To develop a multi-year systematic national recruitment plan.  To expand the “Each One Reach One” network through publicity and involvement.  To expand the recruitment of a diverse workforce.   To make recommendations for recruitment policies, programs, publications, or other activities to appropriate bodies.  To communicate with other national library/information organizations with an interest in recruitment.  To report to and advise the Human Resource Development and Recruitment (HRDR) Advisory Committee and office on issues and activities related to recruitment.”

Item #2.

 To revise ALA Policy 6.7, Subcommittees by inserting the following words at the end of the first sentence, “. . . related to the charge of the parent group.”   The policy would then read: “Subcommittees in the ALA structure may be formed by a parent group to carry out specific duties related to the charge of the parent group.  Such subcommittees are appointed by the chair of the parent committee, but are not limited to members of the parent committee; they do not have a separate life and must report to the parent committee for action.  They can be abolished by decision of the parent committee.”

Item #3. 

The creation of the Public and Cultural Programs Advisory Committee, with a charge and membership as follows:

Charge: To serve as an advisory committee to the ALA Public Programs Office.  To promote excellence in cultural programming; to assist library staff to become more effective providers of cultural programming; to identify and disseminate resources for cultural programming; and to promote the Cultural Communities Fund. 

Membership:  Nine members.

Hill reported that COO approved the formation of the “Libraries Fostering Engagement Membership Initiative,” as specified in the Guidelines for Membership Initiative Groups approved in 1980 and revised in 1985.  The newly established MIG’s charge is:  “To provide an ALA ‘organizational home’ for members interested in facilitating public forums, fostering civic engagement, and framing issues for deliberation in their communities; To provide a mechanism for sharing experiences in convening and/or moderating forums; To provide a base for conference programming, formal contacts, e-list, etc; To encourage participation in deliberative forum training efforts and local partnerships to help communities understand issues of concern and solve problems together.”

TASK FORCE ON RURAL, SCHOOL, TRIBAL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES, ALA CD#34.2.  Councilor Carol Barta, task force member, presented the task force report on behalf of co-chairs Dwight McInvaill and Jane Moore McGinn, who were unable to attend this meeting.  Barta moved and Council took the following actions:

REFERRED, ALA CD#34.2 Revised, Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries Report, Item #1. The creation of a standing committee entitled the Committee on Rural and Tribal Library Services, to the ALA Committee on Organization. 
ADOPTED, ALA CD#34.2 Revised, Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries Report, Item #2.  To ask the ALA Executive Director to allocate resources and staff time from offices and divisions as available to assist OLOS in fulfilling committee business. This should include: 

a. Expanding electronic resources managed by OLOS to provide
information to rural and tribal libraries and their staff.

 

b. Utilizing other ALA offices and divisions to help disseminate 
information regarding these initiatives to rural and tribal libraries (e.g.,  
having the Chapter Relations Office contact Chapter Councilors to 
provide information to state and regional associations).
REFERRED, ALA CD#34.2 Revised, Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries Report, Item #3.  “To direct ALA-OLOS to collaborate with the Center for Rural Librarianship, and other parties, to complete the nation-wide, in-depth survey of rural school, tribal and public libraries,” to the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services Advisory Committee. 

WITHDREW, ALA CD#34.2 Revised, Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries Report, Item #4.  To direct the ALA Membership Committee to continue to evaluate possible dues structure changes in order to make ALA membership affordable to rural librarians.

REFERRED. ALA CD#34.2 Revised, Task Force on Rural School, Tribal and Public Libraries Report, Item #5, to the OLOS Advisory Committee and the Public Awareness Committee.  Beginning in fiscal year 2006, as recommended by BARC, develop a national advocacy campaign, emphasizing the needs and contributions of rural and tribal libraries including but not limited to:

a. Initiate an audit of ALA internal resources and external organizations and agencies, which support rural and tribal libraries and staff in funding and advocacy. 

b. Seek funding, in cooperation with the ALA Development Office, from/with organizations, institutions, businesses and foundations to finance ALA’s service delivery initiatives that benefit rural and tribal libraries and library staff.

c. Create and deliver, in cooperation with the ALA Washington Office, advocacy materials that specifically target representatives from districts with rural and tribal libraries. 

d.  Secure ALA partnerships with other national and regional organizations, agencies and online resources whose staff development and advocacy resources impact rural and tribal libraries and library staff recruitment and retention.

e.  Extend the @your library campaign to include materials that reflect rural and tribal libraries.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE, CD#18.2-18.6.  In providing an update on the IRC and international activities of ALA units, John W. Berry, chair, reported that ALA, through the IRC, received $20,000 from the Working Assets Grant Making Fund of the Tides Foundation to provide children’s books to libraries in Iraq.  The IRC’s Near East and South Asia Subcommittee is spearheading this effort, which will be completed by December 31, 2004.

Berry reported that International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) dues will increase from $10,000 to $20,000 a year.  The increase has been built into the 2005 ALA budget.

Berry also said that the Campaign for the World’s Libraries Subcommittee of the Public Awareness Committee and the International Relations Committee met to discuss continuing efforts to expand the program.  Twenty-four nations have joined the Campaign and, as part of Carol Brey-Casiano’s (incoming ALA President) grassroots advocacy initiative, there will be a preconference at the 2005 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago to provide advocacy training to international attendees, which will also be webcast to a number of other countries.

Berry reported that he had received an appeal from Mrs. Gisela Delgado Sablon (ALA CD#18.3), a foreign national, who is the National Director of the Independent Libraries of Cuba.  She has appealed to ALA in the matter of the arrest, trail, and imprisonment of several Cuban dissidents, including her husband, Hector Palacios.  

In addition to alerting Council to his draft response to Mrs. Gisela Delgado Sablon and his draft letter to Snr. Felipe Perez Roque, Minister of Foreign Affairs in Cuba  (ALA CD#18.5), Berry also spoke to the “Resolution Asking the American Library Association to Condemn the Cuban Jailing of Independent Librarians and to Demand Their Release from Prison” (ALA CD#18. 6) received from the Vermillion, South Dakota, Public Library Board of Trustees.

Councilor Ann Sparanese moved that the International Relations Committee be instructed to delete ALA CD#18.3, 18.4, 18.5, and 18.6 from the IRC report, and that the IRC chairperson and other ALA officials responding to inquiries or requests regarding ALA's Cuba document will be instructed to respond only with the officially adopted report and a cover letter thanking the writer for his or her correspondence.

In speaking to the above motion, Sparanese said that at the 2004 Midwinter Meeting, Council adopted ALA CD#18.1, the Report of the International Relations Committee and Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Report on Cuba, which is the Association’s official statement on this issue.  She noted it was not in the spirit of the adopted report to allow ad-hoc interpretations and responses to be sent by the IRC chair to any parties. 

Council DIVIDED, the above motion into two parts as follows:  

(1) That the IRC be instructed to delete ALA CD#18.3, 18.4, 18.5, and 18.6 from the IRC Report.

(2) That the IRC chairperson and other ALA officials responding to inquiries or requests regarding ALA's Cuba document will be instructed to respond only with the official adopted report and a cover letter thanking the writer for his or her correspondence. 

Councilors who opposed the first part of the motion, which read:  “That the IRC be instructed to delete ALA CD#18.3, 18.4, 18.5, and 18.6 from the IRC Report,” pointed out that the documents were a part of the official record.  If they were deleted, then this part of Council’s debate becomes irrelevant.   The documents needed to remain to note what inspired this debate.

Council then DEFEATED, the motion that the IRC be instructed to delete ALA CD#18.3, 18.4, 18.5, and18.6 from the IRC Report.

Council also DEFEATED, the motion that the IRC chairperson and other ALA officials responding to inquiries or requests regarding ALA's Cuba document will be instructed to respond only with the official adopted report and a cover letter thanking the writer for his or her correspondence. 

Council Bernadine Abbott Hoduski asked that the IRC provide a report on what actions have been taken to fulfill the Afghanistan resolution adopted several years ago.  

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE REPORT, CD#19.1-19.11.  Nancy C. Kranich, chair, provided updates on IFC issues and projects, such as the ALA Privacy Audit, the Q&A on the Privacy Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights, the Child Online Protection Act, Lawyers for Libraries, Banned Books Week, and Outspoken: Chicago’s Free Speech Tradition, which OIF cosponsored with the Newberry Library, the Chicago Historical Society, and other local groups.

Kranich then moved and Council ADOPTED, ALA CD#19.2, Resolution on the Federal Communication Commission’s New Policy on Broadcast Indecency, which read:  “That the American Library Association join with the Petition for Reconsideration filed by the Freedom to Read Foundation, the American Civil Liberties Union, and other free expression and creative arts organizations asking the FCC to reconsider its new standards for enforcing its indecency policies by: 

reversing its finding that the isolated or fleeting broadcast of an expletive may constitute actionable indecency; rescinding its decision to add `profanity’ as a separate offence under the law; requiring complaints to be supported by credible evidence, such as a tape or transcript; and ceasing to impose fines on a `per utterance’ basis; and, 

that the American Library Association transmit this resolution to the FCC, individually to FCC Commissioners, and to the relevant committees of Congress with oversight over the activities of the FCC.” 

Nancy C. Kranich, IFC chair, then moved and Council
ADOPTED, The following revised Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights:  Access for Children and Young Adults to Non-print Materials, ALA CD#19.4; Access to Library Resources and Services Regardless of Sex, Gender Identity, or Sexual Orientation, ALA CD#19.5; Exhibit Spaces and Bulletin Boards, ALA CD#19.6; Free Access to Libraries for Minors, ALA CD#19.7; Restricted Access to Library Materials, ALA CD#19.8; Policy Concerning Confidentiality of Personally Identifiable Information about Library Users, ALA CD#19.9; Policy on Governmental Intimidation, ALA CD#19.10; and The Freedom to Read, ALA CD#19.11. 

RECOGNITION OF RETIRING COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS.  President Hayden recognized the following Council members whose terms expired at the adjournment of the 2004 Annual Conference:  Khafre K. Abif, Councilor-at-Large; Monika J. Antonelli, Councilor-at-Large; Gail W. Avery, DC Chapter Councilor; Thaddaus Bejnar, New Mexico Chapter Councilor (re-elected); John D. Berry, Councilor-at-Large; Phyllis Ann K. Bratton, North Dakota Chapter Councilor; Nancy L. Bujold, Michigan Chapter Councilor; James B. Casey, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Mary Lou Caskey, New York Chapter Councilor; Sharon Coatney, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Prudence W. Dalrymple, Councilor-at-Large; Carol L. Diehl, Councilor-at-Large; Joe Edelen, South Dakota Chapter Councilor; Jana R. Fine, Councilor-at-Large; Jennifer Jung Gallant, Councilor-at-Large; Patricia L. Gregory, Missouri Chapter Councilor; Timothy P. Grimes, LIRT Councilor (re-elected); Carol Hammond, Arizona Chapter Councilor; Barbra B. Higginbotham, LITA Councilor; Nann Blaine Hilyard, Councilor-at-Large (elected to the Executive Board and will remain on Council); Bernadine E. Abbott Hoduski, GORDORT Councilor (re-elected); Marilyn M. Irwin, ASCLA Councilor; Sara Kelly Johns, Councilor-at-Large; Sue Kamm, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected ); Em Claire Knowles, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected);  Carmencita H. Leon, Councilor-at-Large; Gloria J. Leonard, Councilor-at-Large; Beverly P. Lynch, Councilor-at-Large; S. Michael Malinconico, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Bernard A. Margolis, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Penny S. Markey, Councilor-at-Large; Barbara T. Mates, Councilor-at-Large; Stephen L. Matthews, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); D. Jackson Maxwell, Councilor-at-Large;  Vivian B. Melton, Councilor-at-Large; Mary Elizabeth Moylan, Pennsylvania Chapter Councilor; Melora Ranney Norman, Maine Chapter Councilor (re-elected); David C. Ongley, Alaska Chapter Councilor; Patricia G. Oyler, Councilor-at-Large; Maureen D. Pastine, Councilor-at-Large; William D. Paullin, New Jersey Chapter Councilor; June Pinnell-Stepens, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Barbara A. Powell, Massachusetts Chapter Councilor; Sarah M. Pritchard, Councilor-at-Large; Vanessa Work Ramseur, North Carolina Chapter Councilor; James R. Rettig, Councilor-at-Large (elected to the Executive Board and will remain on Council); Suzanne Reymer, Montana Chapter Councilor; Wyma Jane Rogers, Oregon Chapter Councilor; Basil Sozansky, Minnesota Chapter Councilor; Ann C. Sparanese, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Roberta Stevens, Councilor-at-Large (re-elected); Marie Turner-Wright, Councilor-at-Large; Patricia A. Wand, ACRL Councilor; and Thomas L. Wilding, Councilor-at-Large.

President Hayden also acknowledged with thanks the following retiring Executive Board members whose terms expired at the adjournment of the 2004 ALA Annual Conference:  Immediate Past President Maurice (Mitch) J. Freedman; Teri R. Switzer, ALA Treasurer, (re-elected); Kenton L. Oliver; and Patricia (Patty) M. Wong, who was elected Councilor-at-Large and who has been appointed to remain on the Executive Board until the 2005 ALA Midwinter Meeting to fill part of the unexpired term of Michael Gorman, who was elected ALA President-Elect.

COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS, CD#4.1. Larry Romans, chair, moved and Council 

VOTED, To adopt the motion in ALA CD#4.1, ALA Committee on Membership Meetings Report, which read: “That the quorum for Membership Meetings be set at the level of the quorum for ALA Council Meetings (currently 75 members).”

RESOLUTION AGAINST THE USE OF TORTURE AS A VIOLATION OF OUR BASIC VALUES AS LIBRARIANS, ALA CD#59. Councilor Mark Rosenzweig moved the adoption of ALA CD#59, Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians, which read:  “That ALA condemns the use or threat of use of torture by the US government as a barbarous violation of human rights, intellectual freedom and the rule of law.  The ALA decries—along with the practice of torture anywhere—the suggestion by the U.S. government that under a ‘state of emergency in this country’, or in territories it occupies, torture is in any case an acceptable tool in pursuit of its goals.”

Councilor June Pinnell-Stephens moved and Council

AMENDED, ALA CD#59, Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians, by adding a final whereas clause which read:  “Whereas, ALA Policy 53.1.12, Universal Right to Free Expression:  An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights, says, in part: “Courageous men and women, in difficult and dangerous circumstances throughout human history, have demonstrated that freedom lives in the human heart and cries out for justice even in the face of threats, enslavement, imprisonment, torture, exile, and death.  We draw inspiration from their example.  They challenge us to remain steadfast in our most basic professional responsibility to promote and defend the right of free expression.”

Councilor Carolyn Giambra moved and Council 
VOTED, To change of title of ALA CD#59 from: Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of Our Basic Values as Librarians.  
 to: Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of the American Library Association’s Basic Values.

Council then

ADOPTED, ALA CD#59, Resolution Against the Use of Torture as a Violation of the American Library Association’s Basic Values, which read:  “That ALA condemns the use or threat of use of torture by the U.S. government as a barbarous violation of human rights, intellectual freedom and the rule of law.  The ALA decries—along with the practice of torture anywhere—the suggestion by the US government that under a ‘state of emergency in this country’, or in territories it occupies, torture is in any case an acceptable tool in pursuit of its goals.”

Councilor Marilyn Irwin moved the adoption of ALA CD#60, Resolution on Accessible Voting, which read: “That the electronic ballot in 2005 and all following years shall be accessible for people with disabilities by following the standards established by Section 508 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act amendments of 1998; and that all future electronic and information technology procurement (e.g., Internet resources, telephony, captioned and audio described videos) shall also follow the standards established by Section 508.”  

Councilor Thaddeus Bejnar moved and after a brief debate, Council DEFEATED the referral of ALA CD#60, Resolution on Accessible Voting, to the ALA Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC) and the ALA Election Committee.

Council then

ADOPTED, ALA CD#60, Resolution on Accessible Voting, which read: “That the electronic ballot in 2005 and all following years shall be accessible for people with disabilities by following the standards established by Section 508 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act amendments of 1998; and that all future electronic and information technology procurement (e.g., Internet resources, telephony, captioned and audio described videos) shall also follow the standards established by Section 508.”  

Councilor Mark Rosenzweig moved and Council

DEFEATED, the adoption of CD#61, Resolution on the Occupation of Iraq, which read: “That ALA in support of the International Rule of Law and the Sovereign Right of Nations to self-determination calls for the withdrawal of occupying U.S. combat troops from the territory of Iraq; the end of U.S. military operations against the civilians of Iraq; the end of military troop escalation; and the real internationalization of assistance to the Iraqi people in post war reconstruction in the spirit of peace and democracy.”

Due to a lack of time no action was taken on the following resolutions:

ALA CD#64, Resolution on Health, which read: “The American Library Association endorses the Health Care Access Resolution and such related measures as House Concurrent Resolution 99 and Senate Concurrent Resolution 41, directing Congress to enact legislation by October 2005 that provides access to comprehensive health care for all Americans; and that the American Library Association will use every means available and join with other organizations and coalitions in efforts to work toward national health care reform.”

ALA CD#65, Resolution on Workplace Speech, which read: “That Policy 54 (Library Personnel Practices) be amended by adding: 54.21 Workplace Speech: Libraries should permit and encourage the full and free expression of views by staff on professional and policy matters.”

ALA CD#66, Resolution on the Retention of the Paper Publication of the ALA Handbook of Organization, which read:  “That the Executive Board be directed to reconsider its decision regarding the printing of the ALA Handbook of Organization and that the past practice of printing the Handbook and making it available to all ALA members as a perquisite of membership be continued.”

ALA CD#67, Resolution on the Terrorist Destruction of the United Talmud Torah Elementary School Library (Montreal) and of the C.A.N.D.L.E.S Holocaust Museum and Archive (Terre Haute, Indiana), which read: “That the American Library Association deplores and condemns the anti-Semitic violence that has destroyed educational and historical library collections and informational resources in Montreal, Canada and Terra Haute, Indiana; that ALA calls upon law enforcement officials at the state, provincial, and federal levels in the United States and Canada to bring the full force of law to prosecute those who carry out racist plots that target and destroy libraries and archives and threaten mass violence against people, crimes that achieve collective fear and a weakening of the fabric of a free and democratic society, and ALA calls upon law enforcement officials, agencies, and organizations to exercise extreme vigilance in the prevention of such crimes; that ALA calls upon agencies, organizations, and individuals to come together to combat anti-Semitism and to support and facilitate the rebuilding of the United Talmud Torah School Library and the C.A.N.D.L.E.S Holocaust Museum and Archive; that the ALA offers to lend its good name, expertise, and consultation to facilitate the rebuilding of these libraries and archives; and that this proclamation be sent to the following individuals and organizations:  Principal, United Talmud Torah School, Montreal; President, Canadian Library Association; President, International Federation of Library Associations; President, Association of Jewish Libraries; Eva and Michael Kor, Founders, C.A.N.D.L.E.S Museum and Archive; Editor, Montreal Gazette; Editor, Tribune Star (Terra Haute, Indiana); Editor, Jewish Tribune (Montreal); The Canadian Jewish News; Mayor of Montreal; Lieutenant Governor, Province of Quebec; Prime Minister of Canada; Mayor, Terre Haute, Indiana; Governor of Indiana; U.S. Senators and Representatives from Indiana; and the President of the United States.

ADJOURNMENT.  The ALA Council III adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
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