
thing people can do 

without a lot of training.  

Consider whether the 

idea or product is techni-

cally possible, and if the 

data needed to drive the 

service is available. 

Aaron then applied these 

general guidelines to his 

current project, Open 

Library: demo. 

openlibrary.org. The 

Open Library project will 

provide one page per 

book, editable, with links 

to reviews and opinions, 

places to buy or borrow 

the book, a visual display 

(Continued on page 2) 

  The subject of this 

year’s discussion at Mid-

winter 2008 in Philadel-

phia was “Evaluating 

Emerging Technologies.”  

The session was held Sat-

urday, January 12. 

Aaron Swartz of Open 

Library led the discussion 

by acknowledging that 

librarians have seen lots 

of technologies come and 

go (microfiche, cd-roms, 

wikis), including some 

best left alone.  After 

reviewing the topic, 

Aaron suggested some 

general principles or 

ways of thinking when 

evaluating technology.  

First of all, think for 

yourself when deciding 

which ideas to evaluate. 

Ideas need to be unique, 

not a rehash of another 

product. Make sure that 

the product is something 

you want and that you 

and your patrons can find 

it.  Test the product to 

ensure that it is some-

I am pleased to announce the results of the ULS Elections are in, and I'd like to 

extend my congratulations to our newly elected officers: Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect 

Leslie Madden, Georgia State University Library, and Members-at-Large Stepha-

nie Atkins, Washington University Libraries (St. Louis) and Karl Bridges, Bailey/

Howe Library, University of Vermont.  

Recently, you may have noticed our ULS web page has undergone some changes. 

The front page is redesigned, section headings are logically arranged, and we 

have added "breadcrumbs" so you can find your way around the site. I'd like to 

thank the Communications Committee for implementing these excellent changes 

to our ULS website. There are more changes to come! Currently, we are in the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Emerging Technologies a Midwinter Hit 
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Message from the Chair 

I s s u e d  b y  t h e  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

C o m m i t t e e ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s  

S e c t i o n ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  

o f  C o l l e g e  &  

R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s ,  

a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  

ULS Universe 
S p r i n g  2 0 0 8  V o l u m e  8 ,  N u m b e r  1  

I S S N  1 5 3 9 - 2 6 1 9  

— Cheryl Middleton 

— Report by Victoria Nozero and Julia Nims  
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© 2008 American Library Associa-

tion.  

ULS Universe is published in the 

Spring and Fall by the Communica-

tions Committee, University Librar-

ies Section, Association of College & 

Research Libraries, a division of the 

American Library Association, 50 

East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 

60611.  

Editor: Felicia Palsson, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, 

CA, fpalsson@usc.edu  

More than 5,000 librarians from a 

wide variety of university libraries 

make up the University Libraries 

Section (ULS) of the Association of 

College and Research Libraries. ULS 

is one of three type-of-library sec-

tions of ACRL. 

Since its establishment in 1937, ULS 

has been actively involved in shap-

ing the future of our library and 

university environments. ULS ad-

vances university librarianship,  

university library service, and the 

development of university libraries 

in institutions with graduate pro-

grams. In addition, ULS fosters  

cooperation both locally with uni-

versity administrators and teaching 

faculty, and among colleges and 

universities on issues of mutual  

concern. 

For more information about ULS and 

the section’s activities, see:  

www.ala.org/acrl/uls. 

penetration of their interfaces by  

Google, include social/

commenting features and look 

beyond individual catalogs toward 

a more global focus.  Other ques-

tions focused on the Open Library 

project, and covered the impact 

of a lack of authority control on 

the willingness of libraries to par-

ticipate; the possible expansion of 

Open Library to include other ma-

terial such as journal articles and 

music; the continued need for 

local catalogs even with Open Li-

brary to handle local activities 

such as reserves and check out; 

and the fact that Open Library is 

more than “WorldCat with  

tagging” because it offers links to 

other sites.  He sees Open Library 

as the virtual representation of 

the library edifice. 

of relationships between books, 

and a print or scan-on-demand 

feature.  Aaron compared Open 

Library to Amazon, which features 

only print books; WorldCat, which 

is a subscription service for full 

access; and Google, which only 

provides the bibliographic infor-

mation with no links to reviews, 

opinions, etc.  He concluded his 

comments with a request for li-

braries to share their catalogs 

with Open Library. 

During the open discussion period, 

Aaron responded to a question 

about library websites and 

whether they pass or fail his prin-

ciples for success and how they 

can be improved.  He believes 

that libraries should enable easier 

(Continued from page 1) 

Midwinter Report, continued 

R U Communicating? :  

Speaking the Language of Millennials 

Technology and electronic social network-

ing are pervasive among today’s college 

students. Cell phones, iPods, IM, MySpace, 

and Facebook are just some of the tools 

these students use daily. Communicating 

in a meaningful way and finding teachable 

moments with these multitasking Millenni-

als can truly be a challenge. In this ses-

sion, we will learn to navigate the world 

of digital communication with the help of 

a panel of leading researchers -- and the 

true experts, a group of Millennial  

students.  

ULS Program at ALA Annual : June 28, 2008, Saturday 1:30p - 3:30p  
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process of developing an ACRL-ULS blog to talk about issues of interest to university librarians (see the story on 

page 4 for more on this topic).  

 I'd like to highlight a few things that ACRL is doing to connect with the membership. First, ACRL has 

started a series of informal online chats, called ACRL onPoint that anyone can participate in. These are free, 

live discussions ranging from 30-45 minutes. The topic for May 2008 will be Green Libraries. You can look at the 

series topics here: http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlproftools/OnPoint/onpoint.cfm. 

 Another exciting program coming up is the "ACRL 101" session at the Annual meeting in June. This pro-

gram will help new members learn how to get the most out of your ACRL membership. Be sure to attend Satur-

day, June 28, 8:00-9:00 a.m. 

 If you haven't seen it, you've got to visit the ACRL blog, called ACRLog: Blogging By and For Academic 

and Research Librarians: http://acrlog.org. This is a great way to connect with colleagues and discuss some of 

the hot topics in 

the profession 

right now. Con-

tributors to ACR-

Log tackle the big 

issues head on, 

such as “What It 

Really Means to be 

a Faculty Mem-

ber.” Discussion is 

visible, and com-

ments are dis-

played promi-

nently on the left 

side of the screen. 

  

Finally, I'd like to 

thank everyone 

who has volun-

teered for ULS 

Committees this 

year. We had an 

overwhelming re-

sponse, and it's our 

membership that makes our section so successful! I hope to see our new and returning members meet up at 

the ACRL-ULS Social & Poster Session at ALA Annual on Saturday at 3:30 - 4:30 pm in the Disneyland Hotel. 

 Thank you, and I'm looking forward to seeing everyone at ALA in Anaheim! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Message from the Chair, continued 
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ULS is planning a program on changing graduate 

education and its impact on different types of 

academic libraries for the program to be held at 

the ALA Annual Conference 2009 in Chicago. 

 

In light of this, I would like to call people's at-

tention to the Feb 2008 ARL publication entitled 

“Enhancing Graduate Education: A Fresh Look at 

Library Engagement,” http://www.arl.org/

bm~doc/arl-br-256-grad.pdf. Your thoughts on 

this topic are welcome. 

 

-Barbara Jenkins, ULS Chair Elect 

jenkins@uoregon.edu  

ULS Program for 2009 to 

Look at Grad Education 

Academic and Research Library Marketing  

Campaign: Download Logos in Multiple Languages!
http://www.acrl.org/ala/pio/campaign/downloadlogos/

download_logos.cfm 

Newsletter or Blog? ULS Universe 2.0  
At the ALA Midwinter Meeting, 

members of the ULS Communica-

tions Committee, chaired by Kim 

Leeder, discussed the possibility 

of moving the ULS Universe News-

letter (which you are currently 

reading) into a blog format. There 

are several advantages to going 

Web 2.0 (besides being able to 

use that catchy jargon!).  

For one thing, switching to a blog 

format would allow members to 

subscribe to an RSS feed of ULS 

news, allowing for “home deliv-

ery” in the (almost the same) 

style of newspapers of old. RSS 

feeds can be delivered to your 

Bloglines feed reader, your Fire-

fox browser, your “iGoogle” or 

“My Yahoo!” home page, and 

many other ways. Essentially, an 

RSS feed would allow members to 

decide how and when they read 

their ULS news. 

Another, related advantage is that 

ULS members would not be lim-

ited to receiving news only twice 

yearly. A blog would be main-

tained year-round. News from the 

Midwinter Meeting could be 

posted to the blog right after the 

meeting. If your ULS Chair wants 

to send a message to all of you, 

she could do it immediately. Blogs 

also allow for multiple contribu-

tors, for reader comments (that 

means you!), discussion about 

posted items, and possibly even 

multimedia content (think video 

blogging!). These are just a few of 

the ideas that your Communica-

tions Committee has been discuss-

ing lately. So what’s your opinion? 

We’d love to hear from you, the 

readers of ULS Universe.  

 

 

 

 

If you have a particular fondness 

for the current format, or would 

like to share ideas for a blog, or if 

you have any thoughts about the 

future of communications at ULS, 

please write either to Kim Leeder, 

Communications Committee 

Chair, kimleeder@boisestate.edu 

or Felicia Palsson, Newsletter 

(and maybe the Blog?) Editor, 

fpalsson@usc.edu. 

Write us! 
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Ryan Johnson, Head of Informa-

tion, Outreach and Delivery Services, 

University of Mississippi  will be at-

tending the Peabody Professional Insti-

tute for Academic Library Leadership at 

Vanderbilt University in July. 

______________________________ 

Mary H. Munroe, Professor and In-

terim Dean, Retired in July, 2007 from 

Northern Illinois University Libraries. 

She served for nine years as Professor 

and Associate Dean for Collections and 

Technical Services and for the last year 

as Interim Dean of the University Librar-

ies. Previously, she served for five years 

as Head, Collection Development at 

Georgia State University and five years 

as Business and Public and Urban Affairs 

Bibliographer at the same institu-

tion.  Mary and her family have returned 

to Georgia, but she continue to teach as 

an Adjunct Associate Professor in the 

LEEP program at the Graduate School of 

Library and Information Science at the 

University of Illinois. 

______________________________ 

Suzan Alteri is the new Social Sci-

ences Librarian at Wayne State Univer-

sity in Detroit. Previously she worked at 

the Walter P. Reuther Archives of Labor 

and Urban Affairs in Detroit University. 

______________________________ 

Dean of University Libraries at the 

University of Florida Judith Russell 

participated in the first meeting of the 

UF-Russian Working Group on Library 

Cooperation in Washington DC April 21-

22, 2008. Russell was appointed by Dr. 

Billington, the Librarian of Congress, to 

be one of 12 American members. 

Samuel Huang joined the University 

of Florida Smathers Libraries on Febru-

ary 20 as the new associate dean for 

advancement and development. He 

brings a wide range of experience from 

library fundraising to librarian and 

teaching practices. Most recently he 

served as associate dean for external 

relations at the University of Arizona 

Libraries, Tucson, Arizona, since 2000. 

He was responsible for planning, direct-

ing and managing fundraising activities 

and creating new fundraising programs 

for the libraries. He participated with 

the dean, library functional teams and 

the strategic long-range planning group 

in the strategic planning of new projects 

and initiatives. Prior to his position at 

Arizona, Huang held multiple positions 

at Northern Illinois University including 

curator of rare books and special collec-

tions, library services for students with 

special needs, coordinator of computer 

reference services and assistant director 

of the undergraduate library. 

At UF, Huang will plan and direct the 

major fundraising ac-

tivities and manage 

the development, pub-

lic information and 

grant components of 

the libraries. Working 

collaboratively with 

the library directors, 

chairs and librarians, 

he has primary respon-

sibility for directing 

library efforts that 

encompass major 

gifts, donor steward-

Retirements, Achievements, and New Hires:  

News of Your Fellow ULS Members 

ship, development of public support 

groups, fundraising event coordination 

and relations between the libraries, its 

development council, the University of 

Florida and the UF Foundation, Inc.  

Huang believes that libraries, like 

few other campus units, touch almost 

every individual student and faculty 

member, and directly enhance the 

learn ing and teach ing exper i-

ence.  “Without a doubt, the library is 

the center of any university,” said 

Huang. 

______________________________ 

University of Southern California 

Dean Catherine Quinlan Launched 

“The Essential Library,”  the USC Li-

braries Strategic Plan. Quinlan said, 

“The advances that enable innovative 

research and a culture of persistent 

connectivity among faculty, students, 

and staff are changing the physical, 

social, and technological character of 

libraries. However, to be successful, we 

must overcome commonplace prognosti-

cations about a digital-only future, and 

we must not pursue one medium at the 

expense of another.” The plan is avail-

able online at USC Libraries website: 

http://www.usc.edu/libraries/essential 

______________________________ 

Sarah Cantrell, Gabriel Duque, 

Elana Karshmer, Felicia Palsson, & 

Ericka Raber will participate in the 

ACRL Institute for Information Literacy 

Immersion in San Diego. 

Congratulations! 
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Committee & Discussion 

Group Contacts 
Campus Administration and Leadership 
Discussion Group 
Convenor: David E. Gleim  
South Dakota State University 
E-mail: David.Gleim@gmail.com 
 
Communications 
Chair: Kim Leeder 
Boise State University 
E-mail: kimleeder@boisestate.edu 
 
Conference Program Planning 2008 
Co-Chairs: Tinsley Silcox / Kim Leeder  
Southern Methodist U / Boise State U  
E-mail: tsilcox@smu.edu /  
kimleeder@boisestate.edu 
 
Conference Program Planning 2009 
Chair: Evelyn C. Minick  
Saint Joseph's University  
Email: minick@sju.edu  
 
Current Topics Discussion Group 
Convenor: Stephanie Atkins  
Washington University in St. Louis  
E-mail: satkins@wustl.edu 

Membership 
Chair: Thomas Kevin Fisher  
Georgia Tech Lib & Inf Ctr 
E-mail: Tho-
mas.fisher@library.gatech.edu 
 
Nominating 2008 
Chair: Louise S. Sherby 
Hunter College 
E-mail: Lsherby@hunter.cuny.edu  
 
Organization and Bylaws 
Chair: James Cory Tucker  
University of Nevada - Las Vegas 
E-mail: cory.tucker@unlv.edu 
 
Public Service Directors of Large  
Research Libraries Disc. Grp. 
Convenor: Lee G. Konrad  
University of Wisconsin 
E-mail: lkonrad@library.wisc.edu 
 
Urban University Libraries Discussion 
Group 
Convenor: Gwen J. Alexander  
Wichita State University 
E-mail: gwen.alexander@wichita.edu 

Cheryl A. Middleton 
Chair, 2007-08  
Oregon State University 
E-mail: Cheryl.Middleton@ 
oregonstate.edu 
 
Barbara Baxter Jenkins  
Vice-Chair, 2007-08 
University of Oregon  
E-mail: jenkins@uoregon.edu  
 
Glenda Thornton   
Secretary, 2007-09 
Cleveland State University  
E-mail: 
g.thornton@csuohio.edu  
 

Janice D. Simmons-Welburn  
Past-Chairperson, 2007-08 
Marquette University 
E-mail: janice.simmons-
welburn@marquette.edu  
 
Paul J. Constantine  
Member-at-Large, 2006-09 
University of Washington 
E-mail: 
pjc6@u.washington.edu 
 
Mary Parhamovich Farrell  
Member-at-Large, 2006-09 
University of Wyoming 
E-mail: farrell@uwyo.edu 
 

Bruce Henson  
Member-at-Large, 2005-08 
Georgia Inst of Technology 
E-mail: bruce.henson@ 
library.gatech.edu 
 
Julianne P. Hinz  
Member-at-Large, 2007-10 
University of Utah 
E-mail: juli.hinz@utah.edu 
 
Miriam Leslie Madden  
Member-at-Large, 2005-08 
Georgia State University 
E-mail: lmadden@gsu.edu 
 
 

ULS Executive Committee Contacts 
Louise S. Sherby 
Member-at-Large, 2007-10 
Hunter College 
E-mail: 
Lsherby@hunter.cuny.edu  
 
Debbie L. Malone  
Board Liaison, 2007-08 
DeSales University 
E-mail: debbie.malone@ 
desales.edu 
 
Adam R. Burling  
Staff Liaison, 2007-08 
ACRL Program Coordinator 
E-mail: aburling@ala.org 

Thinking about getting more in-

volved in ULS?  Everyone is welcome to 

volunteer for one of the section’s stimu-

lating committees or discussion groups. 

It’s easy! Contact any of the people 

listed on this page for more information, 

or fill out the ACRL Section Committee 

Volunteer Form to volunteer for a com-

mittee assignment next year. The form 

is available in the ACRL Forms section of 

the ACRL website.    

Participating in a ULS 

committee is a great 

way to put your experi-

ence to work in the 

field, and even to learn 

a bit yourself. You can 

meet people with simi-

lar interests, and the 

extra service commit-

ment is always a boon 

on performance and 

tenure reviews. Get 

started now!  

Get involved! 


