
ñPolitical Engagement: 

Facilitating Greater 

Participation in Civil Societyò

2009 American Library Association 

Conference in Chicago, July 9-15





The History of the Des Plaines 

Public Library and Civil 

Engagement

ºVoter Registration

ºGreat Decisions

ºSeptember 11, 2002

º Internet Filtering



The Goal

ñThe residents of Des Plaines have the 

skills they need to engage in 

respectful, productive conversation on 

topics of interest in order to create 

and build community.ò 



The Tool

National Issues Forums
www.nifi.org

Modified for Local Use

http://www.nifi.org/


A rose by any other name 

would smell as sweet

ºCreative Conversations

ºForums

ºPublic Forums

ºDeliberations





First Things First . . .

Partnering with Community 

Organizations 





Second . . . Finding the Money

Funding for this grant was awarded by the Illinois State 
Library (ISL), a Division of the Office of Secretary of 
State, using funds provided by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS), under the federal Library 
Services and Technology Act 

(LSTA).



The Tasks

ºModerators Workshop

º Issue Framing Workshop

ºSelecting a Local Issue

ºHolding Forums on Local Issue

º Final Report on the Forums



Training Moderators


