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The History of the Des Plaines
Public Library and Civil
Engagement

o Voter Registration
o Great Decisions
o September 11, 2002

o |nternet Filtering



The Goal

NThe residents of De
skills they need to engage In
respectful, productive conversation on
topics of interest in order to create
and build community.




The Tool

National Issues Forums
www.nifi.org

Modified for Local Use


http://www.nifi.org/

A rose by any other name
would smell as sweet

o Creative Conversations
o Forums

o Public Forums

o Deliberations



<~ National Issues Forums: The Forums - Windows Internet Explorer
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> issue books > reports = about forums >home =>aboutus > contact

& National Issues For... | € National Issues ... *

NATIONAL

ISSUES > calendar > NEWS » for educators

FORUMS

| I search I

= network contacts = online discussion

FORUMS

> abaut nif forums
> participate in a forum > forums for the fourth

= prganize a forum = sample materials

B4 Join Our Free About NIF Forums
Email Mailing List

Privacy by

55 SafeSubscribes Mational Izzues Forums (MIF) iz a nonpartizan, nationwide networle of locally

sponsored public forums for the consideration of public policy issues. It is
rooted in the simple notion that people need to come together to reason and

HIF PUBLICATIONS talkk — to deliberate about common problems. Indeed, democracy requires an
Public Deliberation ongoing deliberative public dialogue.

Booklets & NIF

Brochures

These forums, organized by a variety of organizations, groups, and individuals,
offer citizens the opportunity to join together to deliberate, to make choices
with others about ways to approach difficult issues and to work toward creating
reazoned public judgment. Forums range from =mall or large group gatherings
similar to town hall meetings, to study circles held in public places or in
people's homes on an cngoing basis.
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First Things First . . .

Partnering with Community
Organizations






Second . . . Finding the Money

Funding for this grant was awarded by the Illinois State
Library (ISL), a Division of the Office of Secretary of
State, using funds provided by the Institute of Museum
and Library Services (IMLS), under the federal Library
Services and Technology Act

(LSTA).



The Tasks

o Moderators Workshop

o |ssue Framing Workshop

o

Selecting a Local Issue

o

Holding Forums on Local Issue

o

Final Report on the Forums



Training Moderators



