AASL Exploratorium

Terrific Titles for Teens

Title Author Description Level

Gotta get some bish bash bosh Allen Funny story about a boy who tries to be cool MS/HS
When a boy's serial killer father is captured by the police, he tries to pass

Counterfeit Son Alphin himself off as a victim who survived HS

Every Boy's Got One Anderson Futuristic novel about brain feeds- HS
When a girl has to attend Alternative School, she meets a friend who

Alt Ed Atkins changes her life HS
Great story about a shoe salesperson who finds out that she is much

Rules of the Road Bauer more valuable than she'd ever realized. MS/HS

Best Foot Forward Bauer Continues the Rules of the Road story-wonderful MS/HS
Hope is a waitress who finally finds the home she's always deserved.

Hope was Here Bauer Sweet story. MS/HS

Black Books, 1-1V Black Jonah's diary-he's really not much of a stud! MS/HS
Set in an alternative world where black people are rich and control
everything and white people are downtrodden. Love between the two

Naughts & Crosses Blackman races causes all kinds of problems. This book makes you think! HS
When two kids move to an old house, they discover some other worldly

Doctor lllumanitus Booth folks MS/HS

Soul Stealer Booth Second part of Doctor Illlumanitus-Excellent as well! MS/HS

Great and Terrible Beauty Bray Supernatural novel set in 19thC England. Very well done. HS
When a fairy accidently portals to England, our hero has to help save his

Faerie Wars Brennan fairy country from evil MS/HS

Purple Emperor Brennan Second part of Faerie Wars-Excellent MS/HS

| Have Lived a Thousand Years Britton-Jackson |Holocaust memoir of a girl who is brave, stubborn and survives HS
GRAPHIC novel about boys and sex. Probably want to use caution with

Doing It Burgess this one. HS
Very clever story about a couple who elopes and their best man and maid

Every Boy's Got One Cabot of honor. Every boy's got a heart! HS
OMGosh! This is one of the best books I've read in a while. Wonderful
story about the power of love between paretns, siblings, and the older

Honey, Baby, Sweetheart Caletti generation. AWESOME HS

Spanish Holiday Cann Cute story of 3 British girls who go to Spain for a holiday HS

Imitate the Tiger Cherpcko A football player who is abusing alcohol is featured HS
Sweet story about a girl who spends the summer w/ her biological dad

Gingerbread Cohn and finds her home is pretty good after all HS

Prep Colburn Prep school rich guys-drugs, alcohol, graffiti, and gangs HS
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Artemis Fowl Colfer A 12 yr old criminal finds out how to steal the gold at the end of the rainbo|MS/HS
Artemis Fowl-Opal Deception Colfer Artemis and the LEPrecon team are at it again MS/HS
Artemis Fowl-The Artic Incident Colfer Artemis and the LEPrecon team are at it again HS
Artemis Fowl-The Eternity Code  |Colfer Artemis and the LEPrecon team are at it again HS
Gregor the Overlander Collins Gregor falls through the laundry vent to another world and has to save the|MS/HS
Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane [Collins Gregor has to go back to save the underlanders MS/HS
Girl meets a man who she thinks is her birth father and invites him into
Ostrich Eye Cooley her life. He is not who she thinks he is! HS
Heroes Cormier A soldier comes back home looking for revenge MS/HS
Ruby Holler Creech Sweet story about foster kids who finally find a home MS/HS
Chinese Handcuffs Crutcher A wonderful guy helps a girl basketball player in need. HS
Crazy Horse Electric Game Crutcher When a boy's baseball career is over due to a terrible injury, he runs away|HS
A football player has to make a decision which costs him his career as a
Running Loose Crutcher football player
Bi-racial teen starts a swim team of misfits-heartwarming story with a
Whale Talk Crutcher wonderful end HS
King of the Mild Frontier Crutcher Humorous autobiography of growing up HS
Sarge is the worst mother in the world and her son has to make things
Bucking the Sarge Curtis right w/ her clients at the nursing home MS/HS
Dreamland Dessen Girl gets involved in an abusive relationship HS
Tale of Despereaux DiCamillo Great story about a mouse who saves the princess MS/HS
Tears of a Tiger Draper Alcohol related car crash ruins a young basket ball player's life HS
Breadwinner/ Parvana's Journey |Ellis Set in Afghanistan during the Taliban-girl saves her family MS/HS
A boy's mother is accused of killing his abusive step-dad and he has to
Nothing to Lose Flinn make some hard choices about what to tell HS
Breathing Underwater Flinn Great story of a boy who abuses his girlfriend and his journey back HS
A boy w/ AIDS is viciously attacked and the wrong guy is accused of
Fade to Black Flinn doing it. HS
America Frank Tragic story of a foster child who is sexually abused *** graphic **** MS/HS
Million Little Pieces Frey Tragic tale of a drug abuser--true story ***graphic*** HS
Excellent fantasy about a boy, a dragon, a brownie trying effort to save
Dragon Rider Funke the dragons from an evil creature. MS/HS
Shattering Glass Giles Students make Glass a popular guy with tragic consequences HS
Looking for Alaska Green Tragic tale of a boarding school and really neat characters HS
Sisters come to grips w/ their relationship and their history in this unusual
Where | Want to Be Griffin book HS
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Don't You Dare Read This, Mrs.

Dunphrey Haddix Journaling lets us in on her tragic life HS
Last Chance Texaco Hartinger Last chance for a foster child before she goes to juvy-gritty and wonderful [HS
Godless Hautman A joke about worshipping a water tower has unexpected consequences |MS/HS
Girl from Indian heritage wants to just be American-against her parents
Born Confused Hidier wishes HS
Stormbreaker Horowitz First Alex Rider mystery-wonderful James Bond teen MS/HS
Skeleton Key, Point Blank, Alex Rider mysteries continue. Alex is a 14-yr-old spy who is wonderful.
Scorpia, Eagle Strike Horowitz Exciting and griping books! Get them all. Boys love these! MS/HS
Dancing Naked Hrdlitschka Pregnant teen needs help HS
Out of Order Jenkins A dumb baseball player tries to be smart for his girlfriend HS
Damage Jenkins Even football players are vulnerable to depression HS
Kira-Kira Kadahota Japanese-American growing up the south-Newbery MS/HS
Her best friend is New York's It girl and she is only ordinary. She finds out
Confessions of a Not It Girl Kantor she is pretty special. HS
Unusual story about peer pressure, standing up for what is right and teen
God of Beer Keizer age reality MS/HS
Hilarious story about a girl who's mother leaves her alone for a weekend
Amazon Papers Keller and things don't go just right HS
Home of the Braves Klass High school fights between soccer and football players HS
Hilarious and heartbreaking story of a boy who is befriended by a baseball
Last Days of Summer Kluger player during WWII HS
Stoner and Spaz Koertge A stoner girl and a cerebral palsy boy unexpectantly fall in love HS
No More Dead Dogs Korman Funny, hilarious, book about a boy who protests dead dogs in novels MS/HS
Very funny story about a boy whose dad is a mobster and whose
Son of the Mob Korman girlfriend's dad is an FBI agent HS
Crack in the Line Lawrence Alternate universe finds a boy in the home of his dead mother HS
A Korean Californian is transplanted to Minnesota and begins to play
Necessary Roughness Lee football HS
Did you ever wonder what happened to Jonah in the giver? Find out by
Messenger Lowry reading this wonderful story.
The Earth, My Butt, and other Big, Empowering book for girls who struggle w/ weight and self image.
Round Things Mackler Bittersweet story. HS
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Saving Francesca Marchetta The mom is depressed and the teenage girl and her family try to cope HS
Corner of the Universe Martin Set in the 60s, girl finds out that her uncle is mentally ill MS/HS
A Dog's Life Martin Beautiful story about a stray dog MS/HS
Drowning Anna Mayfield Anna is tormenting by her classmates HS
Boy finds a serial killer's diary in subway lost and found and has to try to
Acceleration McNamee stop him HS
Doormat McWilliams Girl has to help her pregnant friend w/o becoming a doormat HS
Fluke Moore Crazy story of a marine biologist, whaley boys, and Amelia Earhart HS
Set during WWI, an English boy experiences the horrors of trench
Private Peaceful Morpurgo warfare MS/HS
Bottled Up Murray A boy's alcoholism continues to get worse MS/HS
Slam Myers Basketball story--one of the most popular w/ my students HS
3 best friends lives are told in emails and instant messages. A little
disconcerting w/ all the abbreviations kisds use but it will be easy for the
TTYL Myracle kids! HS
Bound Napoli Chinese Cinderella story MS/HS
Lost Childhood Nir Set in Poland and is the story of a Jewish boy in hiding HS
Airborn Oppel Great story of a cabin boy on a Zeppelin and the discovery of ‘cloud cats' |HS
Run, Boy, Run Orlev Holocaust story of an orphan who survives HS
Soldier's Heart Paulsen Historical novel set in Civil War MS/HS
Define Normal Peters Normal girl helps peer mediate a goth girl but who is helping who? MS/HS
Time travel between the 16th C. and 21st C. and the effort to take
Sterkarm Handshake Price advantage of the Sterkhams HS
Sterkarm Kiss Price Second part of Sterkham Handshake HS
Angus, Thongs, and Full Frontal |Rennison Hilarious story about a British teen, Georgia HS
On the Bright Side.. Rennison More Georgia HS
Knocked out by my Nunga ... Rennison More Georgia HS
Away Laughing on a Fast Camel |Rennison More Georgia-girls will demand them all HS
Set in 17th century Caribbean Island, a boy finds an African "prince" who
Ring of the Slave Prince Reuter needs to be returned to his father for a price. HS
When troops are away from home, England is invaded and these kids
How | Live Now Rosoff have to fend for themselves. Tragic, courageous, scary, excellent HS
When Shadow's runaway brother returns home to get help w/ a murder
Shadow of a Doubt Rothman charge, Shadow's life is interrupted MS/HS
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Harry Potter and ...... Rowling You know the story-good vs. evil MS/HS
Autobiography of a boy who attempted suicide by burning himself and his

Burn Journals Runyon long road to recovery MS/HS

Full Tilt Schusterman  |A horror carnival where the hero has to ride 7 rides to save his brother HS

Pool Boy Simmons Rich guy's dad loses it all and he has to go to work HS

One of those Hideous Books Girl moves in w/ her famous actor dad after her mother dies and finds

Where the Mother Dies Sone love w/ him. HS

Milkweed Spinelli Holocaust story of an orphan who survives HS

Can't Get Here From There Strasser Homeless teens -tragic and graphic MS/HS
Very sweet story about a pregnant girl. She won't tell her mom who the

Waiting for June Sweeney father of the baby is and it is a real surprise at the end! HS

Gospel According to Larry Tashjian Very entertaining story about Larry, an online guru MS/HS

Multiple Choice Tashjian Girl's OCD causes her to hurt her friends MS/HS

Rats Saw God Thomas Very sexy book about a boy and the tragic event that changes his life HS
Girl's dad is famous rock star and she'd like to have friends that just like

Back Stage Pass Triana her. MS/HS

Stuck in Neutral Trueman A boy with severe cerebral palsy thinks his father is trying to kill him HS

Inside Out Trueman Schizophrenic gets in the middle of a robbery MS/HS

Cruise Control Trueman The brother of the boy in "Stuck in Neutral" tells his side of the story HS

Gossip Girls Von Ziegesar [Trashy, fun novels like Sex in the City for teens-whole series of them HS
Excellent tale of a football player, a drunk driving accident, and an

Diamond Dogs Watt obsessive father HS
Touching story about a girl w/ a mentally retarded mom, an agorophobic

So B. It Weeks neighbor, and a will to solve a mystery MS/HS

Double Helix Werlin A boy who is good at everything finds out he has a mysterious past-sci-fi [MS/HS

Long Night of Leo and Bree Wittlinger A boy kidnaps a girl on the anniversary of his sister's death HS

Hard Love Wittlinger Boy finds a friend who helps him through tough times. HS
Novel written entirely in emails, instant messages, letters about a

Heart on my Sleeve Wittlinger summer, a girl, her loves, and life HS
Sandpiper has a bad rep for performing oral sex and finds out that it is

Sandpiper Wittlinger effecting her sister, her friends, and her future relationships. HS
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A small country in Europe brings back the monarchy much to the chagrin

Raising the Griffin Wyatt of the new Prince HS
Autobiography of an Israeli girl who serves her mandatory time in the

When | Was a Soldier Zenatti military. Very timely HS
Awesome story about a girl who dies and goes Elsewhere. Her

Elsewhere Zevin grandmother is there to help her. It is an excellent story! HS
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