
METHOD
STUDY Carsley 1957 Ashley 1970  Bank 1986 Whittemore 1992 Snellman 1993 Vostrovsky 1899 Grant & White 1925 Seegers 1936 Smith 1962 Kimmins 1986

Children's Age 10-11 10-14 12-18 15 & 17 12 9-19 7-9 unspecified 7 11-15 9-10 11

Adventure Stories Mystery Young People or Teens Horror/Occult/Supernatural Fiction Mystery Juvenile Story Books Animal Juvenile Fiction and Series Humor/Fantasy Sports Fantasy Realistic Fiction
Mystery Stories Adventure Mysteries Short Stories Humorous Fiction Fairy Standard Fiction/Relatively Desirable Modern Fiction Real Animals Contemporary Life Realistic Fiction Fantasy
Encyclopedias Ghost Stories Humor Mystery/Spy/Suspense Fiction Adventure History/Historical Biography Folk Lore Children's Classics Nature/Science Science Picture Books Other
Sport Comics Adventure Adventure/Action/War Fiction Magazines Literature/Literary Biography Poetry Unable to Classify Holidays/Birthdays Religion Other Picture Books
Biblical Stories Science Fiction Love Poems Scary /Ghost Stories Science Miscellaneous Mystery, Crime, Ghosts Fairy Tales History
School Stories Horse Stories Sex Romance Fiction Science fiction Miscellaneous Informational Cheap and "sexy" Prose Fiction for Adults Wild West/Cowboys Biography
Humorous Stories Animals - real Movies Teenage Science Travels Historical Fairy Tale Collections Birds Careers
Legends Jokes Famous People Realism/Teenage problems Fiction Riddles, Joke, Puzzles Children's Experiences Extremely Childish Material Travel/Airplanes Fantasy
How to Do Things Humor Romances Sports Historical Fiction Bible Biography, Travel, History Children/Parents Mystery
Historical Stories Nancy Drew Horror Stories Science fiction/fantasy Fiction “How-to” Books Fables Poetry, Drama Astronomy Hobbies
Animal Stories Fiction Sports Sport Fiction Classics Nature Scientific or Semi-scientific Helpers/Workers Science Fiction
Nature Study Sports Growing Up Biography/Autobiography Nature Humor Religious Books Games/Play Adventure
How Things Work Hardy Boys Crime History Fables and Myths Riddles Space Humor

Movie or TV Stars Careers Hobbies Travel
Fashion Historical Fiction Fantasy stories Poetry
News Plays Geography
Hobbies Health/Diet/Exercise Comic books
Fantasy/Science fiction Other nonfiction Sports
Animals How-to/Crafts History
History Travel/Leisure People of other lands
Curent Events Other Fiction Motorcycles and Minibikes
Television Western Fiction Animal stories
Music Religion Friendships and Families
Social Problems Computers Fairy tales
Science Poetry
Space Religion
Food or Cooking Newspapers
Personal Health Romance
Supernatural (not religion) Biographies
Death Art and Music
Art
Theater
War
School
Travel
Mythology
Nature
Business
Psychology
Medicine
Own Ethnic Group
Police
Religion
Electronics
National Problems
Women's Rights/Achievements
Homes
Government
Computers
Race, Race Relations
Politics
A country or Culture
Mathematics
Mechanics
Philosophy
Westerns/Cowboys
Literary Studies
Anthropology/Sociology

PRE-ORDAINED CATEGORIES ANALYSIS OF TITLES CHILDREN SELECTED OR READ
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Boraks, Hoffman, & Bauer 1997



METHOD
STUDY McCarty 1950 Bard & Leide 1985 Stanchfield 1962 Lauritzen 1974 Chiu 1984 Greenlaw 1988 SmartGirl 2001 Sturm 2003

Children's Age 13-18 6-12 10, 12, & 14 7-12 6-12 10-18 14 (mean) 2-18
reading preference information need

General Fiction Imaginative Literature Outdoor Life Science & Nature Literature Social Studies Animals Animals Mystery Many Passions Animals
Adventure Fiction Information Books Explorations & Expeditions pets Animals Animals Mystery Make-believe Fantasy Sports Science
Animal Fiction Realistic Fiction Sports & Games birds Sports & Rec. Other School Subjects Science Mystery Jokes/Humor Reading Sports
Biography and Autobiography Mysteries Science Fiction, Sea Adventure, Fantasy fish and sea life Social Studies Famous People History People Adventure Other Literature
Mystery and Detective Fiction Historical Fiction plants Machines and Applied Science Physical Science People Sports Sports Music Biography
Miscellany Humor reptiles Famous People Biological Science Make-believe Science Animals History
Hobbies and Sports Fiction Everyday life adventures of boys wild animals Other School Subjects Miscellaneous Sports Social Studies Theater Computers
War and Defense Outer Space insects Miscellaneous Machines & Applied Science Transportation Comedy Romance Careers
Career Fiction Cowboys & Westerns amphibians Physical Science Literature Adventures Adventures Shopping Library Collection
The Arts Transportation Possessions Biological Science Sports & Rec. Comedy Transportation Internet Transportation
Science Fables Personal Experiences Personal Problems Fine & Applied Arts House & Home Science Fiction Friends/Family Education
History and Geography Bible Stories Family & Home Activities Fine & Applied Arts Personal Problems Science Fiction Religion TV/Movies Entertainment
Humor Teenage Romance Outdoor Recreation Hobbies Romance School Arts & Crafts
Mythology and Fairy Tales Riddles and Puzzles Girls Boys Occupations Poetry Art Related Health
Occupations Weather and Climate swimming fishing Romance Writing Music

Mathematics horseback riding swimming Other Religion Facts
Birds & Insects boating horseback riding Other Countries Babysitting Food
Occupations fishing hunting Modern Situations Supernatural
Fairy Tales basketball skiing Religion Holidays
Plants catch boating Social Studies Fashion/Beauty
Music skin diving Love & Sex
Plays baseball Architecture
Art catch Law
Family & Home Life football Magic
Poetry bowling Military

Books People
Clothing Languages
Events Religion
Moving Pictures & TV Drugs
Music & Recordings Finance

Social Issues
Criminology
Codes
Genealogy
Jokes
Photography

OPEN-ENDED SURVEYSCHILDREN'S ORAL REPORTS/INTERVIEWSCIRCULATION RECORDS
Rudman 1955
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10-15
Byers 1964
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