
FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION  CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

61

17

19

18

20

people have wanted to remove materials that did not portray, for 
instance, minority groups in the way that they thought minority 
groups should be portrayed.” She also believed it was the librar-
ian’s responsibility to listen respectfully to those complaints.

She was speaking from experience. One of her greatest 
challenges as OIF director came in 1977, when she and ALA’s 
Intellectual Freedom Committee produced a film titled The 
Speaker, tackling censorship by telling the story of a library’s 
decision to allow a racist to speak. Designed to serve as a focal 
point for library discussions about the First Amendment, the 
film ironically became a divisive issue at the 1977 ALA Annual 
Conference in Detroit, denounced by  some librarians who 
called it “insulting in its characterization of black people.” 
Then-ALA Executive Director Robert Wedgeworth, her boss at 
the time, calls the moment one of the Association’s most dra-
matic. “It split ALA wide open,” he said, and “there was a lot of 
pressure for me to fire Judith.”

Whatever the arguments in favor of censorship were, Judy 
Krug had the rebuttal. “She was always ready for confrontation,” 
Wedgeworth recalled, “and she was such a good debater she 
could win almost any argument.”

Cooler heads prevailed in the case of The Speaker, said 
Wedgeworth, “but we had underestimated the fact that discus-
sion of race was the one issue that people could not accept with 
respect to the First Amendment.” He noted that “true to her 
convictions, Judith stuck by the film.”

Handling controversy was an innate talent that Judy Krug  
possessed. “She invented what they now call media training,” 
said Art Plotnik, former editor of American Libraries. 

Krug debated the Equal Rights Amendment in Kentucky with 
conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly in 1990, drawing cheers 
from a Berea College crowd for articulating “the librarians’ 
view,” while Schlafly inspired booing. 

Krug refined her communications skills to yet another level 
when dealing with the media frenzy over sexually explicit 
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Memories of Judith Krug,  
intellectual freedom fighter:
	 1.	 Debating a state ban on the film I Am Curious (Yellow)  
		  at a Maryland Library Association meeting, 1969.
	 2.	� Debating the Equal Rights Amendment with Phyllis 		

Schlafly at a 1990 Berea College symposium in Kentucky.
	 3.	 Accepting the Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award  
		  from Playboy CEO Christie Hefner and Stanley  
		  Sheinbaum of the ACLU Foundation of Southern  
		  California, 1997.
	 4.	 Hard at work, in an early undated photo circa 1970.
	 5.	 At an Intellectual Freedom Committee meeting durng  
		  the ALA Annual Conference in Dallas, 1971.
	 6.	 Undated screen shot from a Today Show appearance.
	 7.	 Undated photo, circa 1970.
	 8.	 Formal portrait, 2001.
	 9.	 At a conference cocktail reception, 1969.
	10.	 Early photo in her office at ALA, undated.

	11.	 With then–ALA president John W. Berry at a fundraiser  
		  for ALA’s federal lawsuit against the Children’s Internet  
		  Protection Act, 2001.
	12.	 With friend and fellow censorship opponent, the much- 
		  banned author Judy Blume, 2008.
	13.	 Tango lessons at IFLA in Buenos Aires, 2004.
	14.	 Banned Books Read-Out in Chicago, 2007
	15.	 With author and friend Studs Terkel and ALA Executive  
		  Director Keith Michael Fiels, 2002.
	16.	 With lead counsel Bruce Ennis (left) and Bill Burrington  
		  of America Online, explaining why the Communications  
		  Decency Act is unconstitutional, National Press Club, 1996.
	17.	 Banned Books Week Read-Out, Chicago, 2008.
	18.	 Receiving the Lippincott Award, 1998.
	19.	 Freedom to Read Foundation Honor Roll, 1995
	20.	 With members of her staff: Jen Hammond, Nanette  
		  Perez, Jonathan Kelley, Deborah Caldwell-Stone.

material online, a furor that erupted as internet access began 
becoming available in public libraries. 

For Krug, one of the greatest triumphs of her career was the 
Supreme Court ruling that overturned the Communications 
Decency Act. Under her leadership, ALA filed suit in 1996, 
challenging the CDA, a provision of the Telecommunications 
Act that President Clinton had signed into law, as an unconsti-
tutional violation of the free speech rights of adults while failing 
to accomplish its intended purpose of protecting children from 
inappropriate online content.

Perhaps her greatest disappointment was the 2003 Supreme 
Court ruling that the Children’s Internet Protection Act was 
constitutional, ending a battle over internet filtering that cost 
ALA over a million dollars. Adults, the court decided, could ask 
that filters be turned off for unrestricted access and Congress 
could require libraries to install filtering in exchange for 
funding. It was a decision that Krug had fought hard.

“She was a purist, uncompromising,” said Plotnik. “Anyone 
else would have caved with the exceptions people would throw 
at her.” He recalled working many a late night across the hall 
from Krug. “I never remember her turning away a cold call from 
a librarian who needed help,” he said. “She would stay long 
hours to give the most elaborate advice to people calling from 
the field.” 

Krug believed that it was ALA’s role to help libraries set 
standards and create policies. “If I’ve done nothing else in my 
career but convince people that they have to have policy and 
then help them develop good policy, I will have considered my 
career a success,” she said.

Judy Krug famously attributed her open-mindedness to her 
unflappable mother, revealing that at the age of 12 she had 
obtained a sex education book and was reading it under the bed 
covers with a flashlight when her mother suddenly threw back 
the covers and asked what she was doing. Young Judith shyly 
held up the book. “For God’s sake,” her mother said, “turn on 
your bedroom light so you don’t hurt your eyes.”

But Judith Krug wasn’t doing her job just for librarians; she 
was doing it for her country, and for the rights and privileges 
her children and grandchildren enjoy as Americans. From the 
beginning of her career as a librarian, she thought big, and she 
inspired countless librarians to do likewise. She shattered the 
image of libraries as the benign sanctuary of the meek, and 
she forever altered the image of  librarians, from bespectacled 
guardians of the respectable to articulate and unyielding 
defenders of the freedom to read.  z
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LET US RAISE A GLASS TO JUDITH KRUG
DEFENDER OF THE FREEDOM TO READ

TO LISTEN, AND TO WATCH

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE:

1967: Hair opens at the Public Theatre, former home of a free library in New York City.  
First “Summer of Love” in San Francisco. ALA establishes the Office for Intellectual Freedom; 
Judith Krug, age 27, is named Director.

1968: Columbia University riots, students take over Low Library. Second “Summer of Love.”

1969: Stonewall riots in June. Easy Rider opens in July. Woodstock in August.  
BUGLE WAKE UP CALL: ALA establishes the Freedom to Read Foundation as its legal arm; 
appoints Judith Krug as Executive Director.

FOR THE NEXT FORTY YEARS Mrs. Krug used her position to counter, in the courts and many 
other ways, all those entities, local, state, and national, that tried to turn back the changes 
that the countercultural movement of the late 1960s had brought to the United States, and, 
indeed, to the world.

SMALLER DRUM ROLL:

1967: I join ALA having spent several years as a Young Adult Librarian and then the Book 
Review Specialist in the Branch Library System of The New York Public Library. I had some 
experience in defending “questionable” titles to some less than liberated librarians, and was 
naturally drawn to ALA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee, and its Advisor, Judith Krug.  
It was not long before I was a member of the Committee, and then, some time later, a Board 
member of the Freedom to Read Foundation. Watching Judy in action at both IFC and FTRF 
was revelatory. Her knowledge of the law and her passion for defending those who had 
been caught up in the legal system or chose to defend themselves against it was a lesson 
about what it means to be a firm believer in the true meaning of the First Amendment. Be it 
students suing to prevent the removal of books from high school libraries, or bookstore 
owners arrested for displaying “dirty” magazine covers, Judy and the legal counsel with 
whom she worked always stood firmly on the ground that citizens had the right to read, 
watch, or listen to whatever they wished.

THE WORK IS FAR FROM OVER. May the Foundation continue to be inspired by the legacy that 
Judy leaves to us as we go forward into the 21st Century, still defending these freedoms 
wherever we see that they are being undermined or jeopardized 

Richard M. Buck

In loving memory of Mrs. Krug
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Congratulations 
to the 

Freedom to Read Foundation
“Respect comes back to us when we give it; when we let kids know 
we are working to understand their perspectives.”—Chris Crutcher

From the authors and staff of Greenwillow Books

         Greenwillow Books, An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers
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Judy,

The most high power, low 
key woman we knew. She was 
a wonderful wife, daughter, 
sister, mother, grandmother, 
and friend. I learned so much 

from her. Because of Judy I have 
fresh flowers in my house every 
week. We have celebrated all big 
life events with Judy & Herb. We 
will miss Judy very very much.

 

Karen & Ron Berebitsky

Judy Krug's legacy will stand 
throughout the history of the 
American Library Association. 

 Congratulations to the 
Freedom to Read Foundation 

for the many times it supported 
intellectual freedom in this 
nation and across the globe.

Betty Turock  
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The Trustees of the LeRoy C. Merritt Fund are proud 
to salute our sister organization, the Freedom to Read 

Foundation, on the occasion of its 40th Anniversary. 

We fondly remember our founding secretary 
and ultimate champion, Judith Krug.



Providing Assistance to Librarians Facing 
Discrimination or Defending Intellectual Freedom

www.merrittfund.org

Please join us in celebrating the Merritt Fund’s own 
40th anniversary celebration at a special event during 
the 2010 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, DC.
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The Internet Girls series, #3 on the 2008 Most Frequently Challenged Books list.

Lauren Myracle and Amulet Books thank Judith Krug and the Freedom to Read Foundation. 
Good books need defenders, and Judith was a defender extraordinaire . . . and a heck of a 

classy lady to boot. Others will follow in her footsteps, but none will fill her shoes.

        Amulet Books
        An imprint of ABRAMS

We love you, Judith! We miss you!

The Office for Diversity 

and Spectrum Scholars 

celebrate the life and work 

of our friend Judith Krug.
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The Office for 
Intellectual Freedom

honors the life and work of

Judith F. Krug

She blazed a trail with
courage, grace, and passion

that inspires us allthat inspires us all
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Judy Krug

She Gave Us

HOPE - POWER - ACTION

Through Her Four 
Decades of

COMMITMENT and 
LEADERSHIP

For the  
Freedom to Read

– The Freedom to 
Read Foundation 
Board of Trustees

The Intellectual Freedom 

Round Table congratulates  

the Freedom to Read 

Foundation on its 

40th anniversary and 

deeply mourns the loss 

of Judith F. Krug.



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My Mom
	
	 My Mentor

		  My Confidant

			   My Best Friend

				    My Strength

					     My Love

						      My Inspiration…

I Miss You

M
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In Loving Memory of
 Judith Krug
Champion of 

Intellectual Freedom


 Rabbi Peter and 
Goodie Knobel

And her Friends at Beth 
Emet the Free Synagogue

In memory of our dear 

friend Judy - we miss 

seeing your smiling face 

every Saturday.  You will 

always remain in our 

thoughts & hearts.



Love you,

 Gail & Booie

Saville Flowers
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Censorship
can close the books on you

So much has been written

  So much has been said

The Freedom To Read Foundation has lost its leader

  The Freedom To Read Foundation has lost its head

But its work must continue, it won’t be the same

But leadership is in place — with Board and with Staff

  It’s serious business — with an occasional laugh

Just don’t forget the passion — I was urged to say:

There continues a need to guard  
our wonderful Constitution 

  Especially the First Amendment — Our priceless heritage 

  Libraries and Librarians have learned to rely on the

    FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION:

     – For consistency of thought

     – For consistency of action

     – For Support

Congratulations on 40 years of outstanding service

  To the Profession — I am counting on you ALL to protect 

  and enhance Judith’s legacy

Herb Krug  
(pro-bono 40 year fundraiser)
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Free people 
Read freely




