people have wanted to remove materials that did not portray, for
instance, minority groups in the way that they thought minority
groups should be portrayed.” She also believed it was the librar-
ian’s responsibility to listen respectfully to those complaints.

She was speaking from experience. One of her greatest
challenges as OIF director came in 1977, when she and ALA’s
Intellectual Freedom Committee produced a film titled The
Speaker, tackling censorship by telling the story of a library’s
decision to allow a racist to speak. Designed to serve as a focal
point for library discussions about the First Amendment, the
film ironically became a divisive issue at the 1977 ALA Annual
Conference in Detroit, denounced by some librarians who
called it "insulting in its characterization of black people.”
Then-ALA Executive Director Robert Wedgeworth, her boss at
the time, calls the moment one of the Association’s most dra-
matic. "It split ALA wide open,” he said, and “there was a lot of
pressure for me to fire Judith.”

Whatever the arguments in favor of censorship were, Judy

Krughad the rebuttal. “She was always ready for confrontation,”
Wedgeworth recalled, “and she was such a good debater she
could win almost any argument.”

Cooler heads prevailed in the case of The Speaker, said
Wedgeworth, “but we had underestimated the fact that discus-
sion of race was the one issue that people could not accept with
respect to the First Amendment.” He noted that “true to her
convictions, Judith stuck by the film.”

Handling controversy was an innate talent that Judy Krug
possessed. “She invented what they now call media training,”
said Art Plotnik, former editor of American Libraries.

Krug debated the Equal Rights Amendment in Kentucky with
conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly in 1990, drawing cheers
from a Berea College crowd for articulating “the librarians’
view,” while Schlafly inspired booing.

Krug refined her communications skills to yet another level
when dealing with the media frenzy over sexually explicit
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material online, a furor that erupted as internet access began
becoming available in publiclibraries.

For Krug, one of the greatest triumphs of her career was the
Supreme Court ruling that overturned the Communications
Decency Act. Under her leadership, ALA filed suit in 1996,
challenging the CDA, a provision of the Telecommunications
Act that President Clinton had signed into law, as an unconsti-
tutional violation of the free speech rights of adults while failing
to accomplish its intended purpose of protecting children from
inappropriate online content.

Perhaps her greatest disappointment was the 2003 Supreme
Court ruling that the Children’s Internet Protection Act was
constitutional, ending a battle over internet ﬁltering that cost
ALA over amillion dollars. Adults, the court decided, could ask
that filters be turned off for unrestricted access and Congress
could require libraries to install filtering in exchange for
funding. It was a decision that Krug had fought hard.

“She was a purist, uncompromising,” said Plotnik. "Anyone
else would have caved with the exceptions people would throw
at her.” He recalled working many a late night across the hall
from Krug. "I never remember her turning away a cold call from
a librarian who needed help,” he said. “She would stay long
hours to give the most elaborate advice to people calling from
the field.”

MEMORIES OF JUDITH KRUG,
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM FIGHTER:

. Debating a state ban on the film | Am Curious (Yellow)
at a Maryland Library Association meeting, 1969.

. Debating the Equal Rights Amendment with Phyllis
Schlafly at a 1990 Berea College symposium in Kentucky.

. Accepting the Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award
from Playboy CEO Christie Hefner and Stanley
Sheinbaum of the ACLU Foundation of Southern
California, 1997.

. Hard at work, in an early undated photo circa 1970.

. At an Intellectual Freedom Committee meeting durng
the ALA Annual Conference in Dallas, 1971.

. Undated screen shot from a Today Show appearance.

. Undated photo, circa 1970.

. Formal portrait, 2001.

. At a conference cocktail reception, 1969.

. Early photo in her office at ALA, undated.

Krug believed that it was ALA’s role to help libraries set
standards and create policies. “"If I've done nothing else in my
career but convince people that they have to have policy and
then help them develop good policy, I will have considered my
career a success,” she said.

Judy Krug famously attributed her open-mindedness to her
unflappable mother, revealing that at the age of 12 she had
obtained a sex education book and was reading it under the bed
covers with a flashlight when her mother suddenly threw back
the covers and asked what she was doing. Young Judith shyly
held up the book. “For God’s sake,” her mother said, “turn on
your bedroom light so you don't hurt your eyes.”

But Judith Krug wasn't doing her job just for librarians; she
was doing it for her country, and for the rights and privileges
her children and grandchildren enjoy as Americans. From the
beginning of her career as alibrarian, she thought big, and she
inspired countless librarians to do likewise. She shattered the
image of libraries as the benign sanctuary of the meek, and
she forever altered the image of librarians, from bespectacled
guardians of the respectable to articulate and unyielding
defenders of the freedom to read. ll

. With then-ALA president John W. Berry at a fundraiser
for ALA's federal lawsuit against the Children’s Internet
Protection Act, 2001.

. With friend and fellow censorship opponent, the much-
banned author Judy Blume, 2008.

. Tango lessons at IFLA in Buenos Aires, 2004.

. Banned Books Read-Out in Chicago, 2007

. With author and friend Studs Terkel and ALA Executive
Director Keith Michael Fiels, 2002.

. With lead counsel Bruce Ennis (left) and Bill Burrington
of America Online, explaining why the Communications
Decency Act is unconstitutional, National Press Club, 1996.

. Banned Books Week Read-Out, Chicago, 2008.

. Receiving the Lippincott Award, 1998.

. Freedom to Read Foundation Honor Roll, 1995

. With members of her staff: Jen Hammond, Nanette
Perez, Jonathan Kelley, Deborah Caldwell-Stone.
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LET US RAISE A GLASS TO JUDITH KRUG
DEFENDER OF THE FREEDOM TO READ
TO LISTEN, AND TO WATCH

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE:

1967: HAIR OPENS AT THE PUBLIC THEATRE, FORMER HOME OF A FREE LIBRARY IN NEW YORK CITY.
FIRST “SUMMER OF LOVE" IN SAN FRANCISCO. ALA ESTABLISHES THE OFFICE FOR INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM;
JUDITH KRUG, AGE 27, IS NAMED DIRECTOR.

1968: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY RIOTS, STUDENTS TAKE OVER LOW LIBRARY. SECOND “SUMMER OF LOVE.

1969: STONEWALL RIOTS IN JUNE. EASY RIDER OPENS IN JULY. WOODSTOCK IN AUGUST.
BUGLE WAKE UP CALL: ALA ESTABLISHES THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION AS ITS LEGAL ARM;
APPOINTS JUDITH KRUG AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

FOR THE NEXT FORTY YEARS MRS. KRUG USED HER POSITION TO COUNTER, IN THE COURTS AND MANY
OTHER WAYS, ALL THOSE ENTITIES, LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL, THAT TRIED TO TURN BACK THE CHANGES
THAT THE COUNTERCULTURAL MOVEMENT OF THE LATE 1960S HAD BROUGHT TO THE UNITED STATES, AND,
INDEED, TO THE WORLD.

SMALLER DRUM ROLL:

1967: 1 JOIN ALA HAVING SPENT SEVERAL YEARS AS A YOUNG ADULT LIBRARIAN AND THEN THE BOOK
REVIEW SPECIALIST IN THE BRANCH LIBRARY SYSTEM OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY. [ HAD SOME
EXPERIENCE IN DEFENDING ‘“QUESTIONABLE” TITLES TO SOME LESS THAN LIBERATED LIBRARIANS, AND WAS
NATURALLY DRAWN TO ALAS INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE, AND ITS ADVISOR, JUDITH KRUG.
IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE [ WAS A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE, AND THEN, SOME TIME LATER, A BOARD
MEMBER OF THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION. WATCHING JUDY IN ACTION AT BOTH IFC AND FTRF
WAS REVELATORY. HER KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW AND HER PASSION FOR DEFENDING THOSE WHO HAD
BEEN CAUGHT UP IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM OR CHOSE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST IT WAS A LESSON
ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A FIRM BELIEVER IN THE TRUE MEANING OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT. BE IT
STUDENTS SUING TO PREVENT THE REMOVAL OF BOOKS FROM HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES, OR BOOKSTORE
OWNERS ARRESTED FOR DISPLAYING “‘DIRTY" MAGAZINE COVERS, JUDY AND THE LEGAL COUNSEL WITH
WHOM SHE WORKED ALWAYS STOOD FIRMLY ON THE GROUND THAT CITIZENS HAD THE RIGHT TO READ,
WATCH, OR LISTEN TO WHATEVER THEY WISHED.

THE WORK IS FAR FROM OVER. MAY THE FOUNDATION CONTINUE TO BE INSPIRED BY THE LEGACY THAT
JUDY LEAVES TO US AS WE GO FORWARD INTO THE 21ST CENTURY, STILL DEFENDING THESE FREEDOMS
WHEREVER WE SEE THAT THEY ARE BEING UNDERMINED OR JEOPARDIZED

RICHARD M. BUCK
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MRS. KRUG
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Congratulations

Freedom to Read Foundation

“Respect comes back to us when we give it; when we let kids know

we are working to understand their perspectives.”—Chris Crutcher

From the authors and staff of Greenwillow Books

Greenwillow Books, 4An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers

JuDyY,

THE MOST HIGH POWER, LOW
KEY WOMAN WE KNEW. SHE WAS
A WONDERFUL WIFE, DAUGHTER,
SISTER, MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER,
AND FRIEND. [ LEARNED SO MUCH
FROM HER. BECAUSE OF JUDY | HAVE
FRESH FLOWERS IN MY HOUSE EVERY
WEEK. WE HAVE CELEBRATED ALL BIG
LIFE EVENTS WITH JUDY & HERB. WE
WILL MISS JUDY VERY VERY MUCH.

KAREN & RON BEREBITSKY

JUDY KRUG'S LEGACY WILL STAND
THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION
FOR THE MANY TIMES IT SUPPORTED
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IN THIS
NATION AND ACROSS THE GLOBE.

BETTY TUROCK

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION CELEBRATING 40 YEARS




THE TRUSTEES OF THE LEROY C. MERRITT FUND ARE PROUD
TO SALUTE OUR SISTER ORGANIZATION, THE FREEDOM TO READ
FOUNDATION, ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 40™ ANNIVERSARY.

WE FONDLY REMEMBER OUR FOUNDING SECRETARY
AND ULTIMATE CHAMPION, JUDITH KRUG.

<=0

The Merritt Fund

65

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO LIBRARIANS FACING
DISCRIMINATION OR DEFENDING INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

WWW.MERRITTFUND.ORG
PLEASE JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE MERRITT FUND'S OWN

40™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT A SPECIAL EVENT DURING
THE 2010 ALA ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON, DC.

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION CELEBRATING 40 YEARS



(We lLove you, Judith! We miss you!)

The Internet Girls series, #3 on the 2008 Most Frequently Challenged Books list.

Lauren Myracle and Amulet Books thank Judith Krug and the Freedom to Read Foundation.
Good books need defenders, and Judith was a defender extraordinaire . . . and a heck of a
classy lady to boot. Others will follow in her footsteps, but none will fill her shoes.

Amulet Books
An imprint of ABRAMS
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ALA PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT

congratulates the Freedom to Read
Foundation and honors Judith F. Krug.

It's all about the freedom to read.
Thank you for 40 years' fine work.

Booklist Publications = ALA Editions = ALA Graphics
ALA Online Resources * American Likraries

Hrmancan

Library

AssocIatan
PUBLISHIMNG wWiarw. ala,org

THE OFFICE FOR DIVERSITY
AND SPECTRUM SCHOLARS
CELEBRATE THE LIFE AND WORK

OF OUR FRIEND JUDITH KRUG.
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THE OFFICE FOR
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

HONORS THE LIFE AND WORK OF

JUDITH F. KRUG

SHE BLAZED A TRAIL WITH
COURAGE, GRACE, AND PASSION
THAT INSPIRES US ALL

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
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JUDY KRUG

SHE GAVE US Zti

HOPE - POWER - ACTION
THROUGH HER FOUR

DECADES OF THE INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM
COMMITMENT AND ROUND TABLE CONGRATULATES

LEADERSHIP

THE FREEDOM TO READ
FOR THE
FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION ON ITS
40TH ANNIVERSARY AND
\?/ DEEPLY MOURNS THE LOSS

OF JUDITH F. KRUG.
— THE FREEDOM TO

READ FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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MY MOM
MY MENTOR
MY CONFIDANT
MY BEST FRIEND
MY STRENGTH
MY LOVE

MY INSPIRATION...

[ MISS YOU

M

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
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IN MEMORY OF OUR DEAR
FRIEND JUDY - WE MISS
SEEING YOUR SMILING FACE
EVERY SATURDAY. YOU WILL
ALWAYS REMAIN IN OUR

THOUGHTS & HEARTS.

LOVE YOU,
GAIL & BOOIE

SAVILLE FLOWERS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
JUDITH KRUG

CHAMPION OF
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

—_—

=D

RABBI PETER AND
GOODIE KNOBEL

AND HER FRIENDS AT BETH
EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE
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CENSORSHIP
CAN CLOSE THE BOOKS ON YOU

SO MUCH HAS BEEN WRITTEN
SO MUCH HAS BEEN SAID

THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION HAS LOST ITS LEADER
THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION HAS LOST ITS HEAD

BUT ITS WORK MUST CONTINUE, IT WON'T BE THE SAME

BUT LEADERSHIP IS IN PLACE — WITH BOARD AND WITH STAFF
IT'S SERIOUS BUSINESS — WITH AN OCCASIONAL LAUGH

JUST DON'T FORGET THE PASSION — | WAS URGED TO SAY:

THERE CONTINUES A NEED TO GUARD
OUR WONDERFUL CONSTITUTION

ESPECIALLY THE FIRST AMENDMENT — OUR PRICELESS HERITAGE
LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS HAVE LEARNED TO RELY ON THE
FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION:
— FOR CONSISTENCY OF THOUGHT
— FOR CONSISTENCY OF ACTION
— FOR SUPPORT

CONGRATULATIONS ON 40 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE
TO THE PROFESSION — [ AM COUNTING ON YOU ALL TO PROTECT
AND ENHANCE JUDITH'S LEGACY

HERB KRUG
(PRO-BONO 40 YEAR FUNDRAISER)

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
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Grandma Judy always said that grandchildren were
your reward for not killing your children!

72

We are your greatest legacy.

Loving you always,
Jessica, Rachel, Hannah, Sydney, & Jason
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The eleven divisions
of the American
Library Association
honor the memory of
Judith Krug
and salute the
Freedom to Read
Foundation
on its fortieth
anniversary

American Association of School Librarians * Association for Library Collections & Technical Services
Association for Library Service to Children «
Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations ¢
Association of College and Research Libraries ¢ Association of Specialized and Cooperative Libraries
* Library Leadership & Management Association * Library and Information Technology Association ¢
Public Library Association *Reference and User Services Association *
Young Adult Library Services Association



FREE PEOPLE
READ FREELY






