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FROM THE CHAIR
T. Wangyal Shawa, Princeton University

This year’s ALA Midwinter MAGERT member reception was held at La 	
 Focaccia Italian Grill, San Antonio.  Most of our members who attended the 

conference came to the reception.  We had a great time meeting, networking, and 
enjoying the food.  Two companies contributed to our reception — East View 
Cartographic http://www.cartographic.com/ and Treaty Oak http://www.treatyoak.com/ 
and I would like to thank them for their contributions. 

We also had a very successful Midwinter conference.  
Many topics were discussed at the meetings such as li-
brary security for Map Collections, adding geographic 
coordinates as authority records in MARC, creating a 
prototype scanned map registry, developing minimum 
map scanning standards, working with library and in-
formation science schools to create GIS Librarianship 
courses and many more.  You will find more informa-
tion about these meetings from the meeting minutes 
later in the base line.	

Finally, the Map and Geography Round Table’s Guide 
to U.S. Map Resources, 3rd edition, is out. It was pub-
lished by Scarecrow Press.  If your institution has not purchased the guide I would 
encourage you to recommend this reference book to your library.

FROM THE EDITOR
Mark Thomas, Duke University

In this issue of base line, please join me in welcoming David Bartuca of the Uni-
versity at Buffalo as the “New Maps” editor.  With a long history working with 
maps and a strong interest in them (please see David’s introduction to himself), 
we look forward to more of his insightful columns in upcoming issues.  I also 
want to draw your attention to several photos from the MAGERT reception at the 
ALA Midwinter meetings, as well as an opportunity for you to purchase a MAG-
ERT tote bag before they’re all gone.

http://www.cartographic.com
http://www.trea�tyoak.com
http://www.treatyoak.com
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ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress

ALCTS/CCC MAGERT MAp 
CATALoGinG DiSCuSSion GRoup 
MinuTES 

I.  Introduction  Participants 
introduced themselves.  

II.  Read and review the Map 
Cataloging Discussion Group  
charge

The charge of the discussion group 	
 is due for review.  Our input for 

revision will be subject to approval by 
the Executive Board at the ALA Annual 
Conference.  One participant expressed 
that the name of the discussion group 
is too paper-centric.  The name of the 
discussion group should be changed 
to Cartographic Materials Cataloging 
Discussion Group since we discuss 
cataloging issues of not only paper 
maps, but atlases, electronic resources, 
and realia/cartographic materials.  It 
was also decided that we would replace 
the word  ap with  artographic materials 
in every instance in the Committee 
Charge.  Thus the charge should read:

To discuss the basic issues 
relating to bibliographic control 
of cartographic materials.  To 
discuss rules and standards 
covering such cataloging, 
as well as application of the 
rules and principles both in 
general and in response to 
specific problems, and various 
practicing options.  The group 

will provide a forum for 
discussing matters of interest 
to beginners and experts alike.  
Because cartographic materials 
catalogers often have oversight 
responsibilities for a collection, 
discussion of the administration 
of cartographic materials 
cataloging, setting policy 
for cartographic materials 
cataloging, etc., are also 
appropriate.		

III.  CCC Holdings Task Force for 
Maps Sets and Series update 
(Elizabeth Eggleston)

Elizabeth Eggleston presented an 	
 interim report on the CCC 

Holdings Task Force for Map Sets and 
Series.  She went over the charge of 
the committee.  The group is looking 
at two different ways of recording 
holdings  digitization or creation of 
index maps, and application of the 
MARC holdings format.  We decided 
that in order to be a good method for 
holdings, the chosen application needs 
to be in a standard format.  It needs 
to be able to migrate from one system 
to another; and it needs to be integral 
to the kind of cataloging records 
that we have now.  It would be open 
to query both by patrons and from 
other systems; and it would allow for 
recording of geographic information 
that is for geographic searching.  The 
group would also like to invite Paige 
Andrew to join the taskforce.  Paige 
has been working with using online 
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digital index maps to record holdings.  
He is going to explore how to record 
editions, as well as holdings, using a 
digital index map.

The Task Force is aiming to submit 
a discussion paper at the MARBI 
meeting at the ALA annual meeting. 
We have looked at the MARC 21 
format and discovered that there is no 
place in the existing structure to record 
a lot of the important information for 
map	sheets	within	sets	or	series.
		
Betsy asked if any library has any 
experience in recording holdings 
for	maps	sets	or	series	and	how	this	
is accomplished.  Dan Seldin, from 
University of Indiana, is adding an 
item record for each sheet, but one 
problem is that there is a maximum 
size of the total number of item records 
that can be displayed  in the result 
screen,  and one cannot search the item 
records themselves.  The title and date 
information are recorded in delimiter 
z in the call number area.  Penn State 
is using this same method, noted Paige 
Andrew, since both schools are SIRSI 
users.  Penn State  Earth and Mineral 
Science Library started its map set 
holdings project to try using an online 
digital index map to show holdings 
approximately three years ago, with 
the outline base map taken from the 
Digital Chart of the World.  The sheet 
name is in the center of the square 
and links to the bibliographic record 
of that particular sheet, or in same 
cases links to the set record.  A big red 
X indicates that the library does not 
have that particular sheet in the set.  At 
present, they do not have a solution 
for recording editions of a particular 
sheet.  So far they are only tackling 

single edition titles that are relatively 
small in size. They have gotten positive 
feedback on the project from patrons.  
They have eight or nine active index 
maps at present.  One of the sets is for 
South Africa at 1:250,000.  There is a 
link on the bibliographic record to the 
index map; and also each online digital 
map index is individually cataloged.  
A third way to access the index map 
is from a list of index maps hotlinked 
from the Earth & Mineral Sciences 
Library  homepage.  

IV.  Discussion on adding coordinates 
to the authority records  SubCoor 
(Colleen Cahill)

Colleen Cahill reported that Jimmie 	
 Lundgren is putting forward 

a Discussion Paper at the MARBI 
meeting at 4:00 pm at the Sheraton 
Hotel on adding coordinates to 
authority records.  The idea is that 
a set of coordinates representing a 
geographic bounding box for a place 
name in an authority record will allow 
retrieval of all materials linked by that 
common place name.  In addition, a 
date field that identifies the timeframe 
of the coordinates themselves and a 
subfield to indicate the authorized 
source of coordinates will be identified.  
The data could be queried by a 
GIS search engine.  There has been 
some discussion on the subject in 
the SubCoor listserv at LOC.GOV.  
SubCoor is a moderated computer 
forum open to anyone interested in 
discussing issues related to the use 
of geographic coordinates for place 
searches of various metadata systems. 
SubCoor provides an opportunity 
for members of the international 
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community to participate in discussion 
related to the investigation of the 
need, format, and use of coordinates 
to allow searching of materials by  
geographically-based interfaces.

Colleen has been trying to collect 
coordinate datasets so she can start 
testing batch loading coordinates into 
the LC authority files.  Mary Larsgaard 
sent her a file that David Cobb created; 
they are the bounding box coordinates 
of all the counties in the United States, 
about 30,000  40,000 records.  The 
idea of having them in authority file is 
to have the coordinates in centralized 
location, and have them ready for 
anybody who is interested in using 
them.  A date field (tag 045) matches 
a pair or set of coordinates, covering 
a date range from BC, AD, down to 
hours and minutes.  It will help show 
phenomena such as migration patterns 
or the progression of battles.  Colleen 
mentioned  that for those of you who 
want the coordinates dataset for all the 
US counties, it is in Access format at a 
FTP site, so please contact Colleen at 
ccah@loc.gov for access information.  
It is approximately half a gigabyte in 
size.  

V.  Information about upcoming map 
cataloging workshops

1.  Paige Andrew and Mary Larsgaard 
are co-organizers of an ALCTS 
Preconference map cataloging 
workshop to be given at the 2006 ALA 
Annual Conference in New Orleans.  
Paige, Mary, and Susan Moore will 
all be co-teaching.  The workshop 
will be held on June 22 and 23 in 

New Orleans.  Susan and Paige will 
teach a full-day basic map cataloging 
session on the first day; on the second 
day Mary Larsgaard will teach digital/
cartographic materials cataloging that 
will be a half-day session in length.  
Paige is currently working to finalize 
the description of the workshop through 
the normal ALCTS channels, and a 
formal announcement will be posted 
to a variety of lists and published 
in several locations by ALCTS in 
the coming days.  MAGERT is co-
sponsoring this workshop.  Participants 
are allowed to register for either one or 
both of the modules.  

2.  Carolyn Kadri (also representing 
Nancy Kandoian) and Seanna 
Tsung proposed a pre-conference on 
cataloging pre-twentieth century, rare, 
or antiquarian cartographic materials to 
be held at the 2007 Annual Conference 
in Washington D.C., with a conference 
program as an alternate plan. The aim 
of the pre-conference will be to provide 
a practical overview of the cataloging 
issues relating to earlier materials 
through presentations, discussions, 
and a handbook integrating rules, best 
practices, local choices, and examples. 
The audience for the pre-conference 
would include not only catalogers from 
institutions with large collections of 
early cartographic materials but also 
catalogers from smaller institutions 
such as historical societies which might 
have a discrete collection in need of 
one-time control.

VI.  Open forum for questions and 
answers

mailto:ccah@loc.gov
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Harvard geospatial library has been 	
 acquiring a lot of city GIS data.  

The way the library acquires the data 
is through electronic transmission of 
a FTP file.  Betsy Eggleston asked if 
anybody knew more about how we buy 
GIS data from city government.  The 
map collection then produces a CD 
which it contains the data.  It will also 
be a product that remote users can use.  
Betsy asked if anyone has experience in 
cataloging datasets.

Pete Reehling is a GIS librarian from 
the University of South Florida, 
a geospatial clearinghouse.  They 
classify GIS data using the G70.212, 
Geographic Information Systems 
general work classification number.  
One of their issues is how do you 
differentiate	datasets	for	the	same	
geographic area that one obtains at 
various times.  He suggested that we 
can conceptualize the CD filled with 
GIS data as a collection level record, 
and in the record, one supplies details 
about each file and layer, analogous to 
the “bound-with” situation used in the 
archival world.  Betsy wants to treat the 
CD as a reproduction for preservation 
purposes.

Another problem that Pete Reehling 
pointed out is that we cannot catalog 
individual GIS layers.  Colleen Cahill 
from LC suggested that classification 
under G70.212 is one choice, another 
choice is classifying the data following 
the blocks of numbers given for maps 
in the LC G schedule (G3190-9999).  
One could record the digital aspect of 
the data either as a cutter in the call 
number or as a fixed field, which the 
computer can sort more effectively.  

Search engines do not work very well 
with cutters.  Betsy observed that one 
of the initial challenges of cataloging 
geospatial datasets sitting in a server 
is	to	determine	what	it	is	that	we	are	
cataloging and where do we start 
describing?

Another participant has a set of CD-
ROMs that are produced on demand, 
and each CD-ROM has about a dozen 
county plat books from a range of 
years, of all counties in Illinois and 
Minnesota.  There isn’t a collective 
title for the set or each CD so how 
would one provide title access to these 
materials?  They are PDF reproductions 
of each plat book from the 1970s.  
Someone suggested, since no single 
work predominates, supplying a 
collective title (collection level record) 
for the whole as the title proper, and 
recording the titles of individual 
plat books in a contents note.  This 
technique is the simplest means of 
analysis.  The next step is to describe 
the parts using production records, 
linking the separate descriptions in 
“with” notes.  It will be easy to produce 
production records for individual plat 
books especially if the original paper 
format has been cataloged. 

Another suggestion is to provide a 
parent record (comprehensive entry 
for the larger work) that describes all 
the items, but only offer selected title 
work for analysis, meaning providing 
additional bibliographic record for 
selected parts only.
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NEW MAPS AND CARTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS,
ALONG WITH OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

David J. Bertuca, University at Buffalo

Greetings fellow mappers and wel	
come to my first edition of “New 

Maps.”  It will be a tough job following 
Fred Musto, who brought knowledge 
and good sense, as well as a sense of 
humor, to mapping.  I have enjoyed 
reading his work and talking with him 
through the years as a NEMO member.  
I do not expect to surpass Fred but will 
try my best to bring to you notes on 
new and notable map and cartographic 
publications.  I would like to start this 
first column by introducing myself.

I am the Map Librarian at the Univer-
sity at Buffalo Libraries in Buffalo, 
New York http://ublib.buffalo.edu/li-
braries/asl/maps/map_room.html, hav-
ing succeeded to the position following 
the late Ernie Woodson’s retirement 
in 2003.  My work as a map cataloger 
since 1992 was always close to the Map 
Collection and so Ernie and I worked 
together on developing the collection 
and on the emerging website to provide 
extended access to cartographic materi-
als in every form.  Prior to cataloging 
maps, I was an original cataloger of 
serials from 1985-1992, and also cata-
loged U.S. and Canadian government 
documents, as well as monographs and 
other materials.  Oddly enough, my first 
time at map cataloging came in 1983, 
when I worked on a local history map 
collection containing everything from 
cadastral maps to tourist guide maps 
and a lot of very unique items.  I met 
Ernie Woodson during this time and we 

spent many hours discussing maps, car-
tography, and geography.

Ernie also encouraged me to join 
NEMO, the Northeast Map Organiza-
tion, which I did in 1999.  NEMO is a 
great association of map-related pro-
fessionals and has in its membership 
a good number of fascinating people, 
who get together to share maps, car-
tographic curiosities, and all sorts of 
ideas.  Throughout the year, I com-
municate and consult with fellow map 
librarians, in the same manner as I do 
with MAGERT members.

My own map background started many 
years ago and falling into a position re-
lated to something I love is a great way 
to spend the day.  My personal map and 
atlas collection is larger than my space 
to store it and I enjoy seeing any map-
related materials wherever I go.

When the chance to share some of this 
with	base line readers, I responded to 
the invitation by Mark Thomas asking 
if I might follow in Fred’s shoes and 
show some of the results of my quest.

The scope of this column is to describe 
new printed maps, atlases, and books, 
but I also plan to highlight unusual 
finds that may be of interest, new digi-
tal maps and atlas products, Internet 
sources of maps, and cartographic gems 
in any format.

http://ublib.buffalo.edu/li�braries/asl/maps/map_room.html
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/maps/map_room.html
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/li�braries/asl/maps/map_room.html
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I hope that you enjoy reading about 
these selections and that you find some 
of the items useful in your own col-
lections.  Please let me know if you 
come across any new items that I have 
missed, or notable maps.

MApS

Alps Hiking Maps. 1:50,000. 	
 Rando Taride, 2004-2005.

Very detailed 1:50,000 topographic/
hiking maps for the French Alps.  If 
you are a hiker, camper, skier, or just 
dreaming about the outdoors, there are 
a number of great maps being produced 
around the world. The Alps Hiking 
Maps are one example.

These maps show hiking and skiing 
trails in bright red colors, with bilingual 
legend, and numerous symbols show-
ing locations of huts and numerous 
tourist services.

There are four maps in this series with 
suggested price of $16.95 each.

The maps are suitable for other applica-
tions as well since terrain and physical 
features are well defined.

Also new for the Alps region is a two-
part	series	of	Alps Hiking Atlases.	
Kompass, 2005. These are published in 
spiral-bound format with detailed topo-
graphic trail maps. $19.95

CIA Maps Series
Updated country maps by the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) have been 
produced with the same quality and 
detail that has made these maps a good 

starting point for study of any nation. 
Several interesting locations have re-
cently been created or updated are de-
scribed below, to represent the series:

Gaza Strip. Washington, D.C.: Central 
Intelligence Agency, 2005. 1 col. map; 
69 x 64 cm. The Gaza Strip has been 
in the news lately with Israeli settlers 
and the army withdrawals and with 
Palestinians taking charge. This size-
able map, with an approximate scale of 
1:65,000, shows details of the region to 
assist those studying the Middle East 
and its relations.

North Korea administrative divisions.	
Washington, D.C.: Central Intelligence 
Agency, 2005. This scale 1:3,500,000 
shows	updates	to	previous	editions	and	
is also a good tool for study of the Far 
East.

Thailand Administrative Divisions.	
Washington: Central Intelligence Agen-
cy, 2005. At about 1:7,000,000 scale, 
this map shows the country in the same 
style as the previous CIA maps and 
provides current map data.

The Trafalgar Way Map
As part of the 200th anniversary of the 
Battle of Trafalgar, the British Ord-
nance Survey has compiled a map: The 
Trafalgar Way: commemorative map of 
the 1805 post-chaise journey from Fal-
mouth to London, which is a 1:330,000 
map showing the route taken by Lt. 
John Richards Lapenotiere, who car-
ried the initial reports of Admiral Lord 
Nelson’s great victory at sea and of his 
death, to the Admiralty in London.
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This would sound like something un-
usually ordinary unless you knew that 
being given such a duty as to report to 
the Admiralty would be a high honor 
and that the officer would most likely 
be promoted for this task.  Lt. Lapeno-
tiere would have been given this duty 
because of something special that he 
did at Trafalgar.

It is also an interesting map for anyone 
studying 19th century England, includ-
ing anyone who might be writing fic-
tion or historical fiction.

The route is overprinted on a contem-
porary map of southern England, and 
has supplemental maps and data on 
Nelson’s life and career.  (For a review 
on a great book with maps and charts of 
the Battle of Trafalgar, see the next is-
sue	of	base line.)
$14.95 (ISBN: 0319290344).

Geologic map of North America. 
Boulder, Colo.: Geological Society of 
America, 2005.
Large, two sheet map, with accompany-
ing text; Scale 1:5,000,000. Geology 
plays a very important role in many 
fields today, from archaeology to zool-
ogy, and this new map shows the con-
tinent in terms of its physical content.  
Its subtitle: “Decade of North American 
geology: Geologic Map of North Amer-
ica: Perspectives and Explanation” 
gives	an	idea	of	features	appearing	in	
this	edition.	
http://www.geosociety.org/bookstore/	

Geological Map of the Northern Main 
Ethiopian Rift. Abebe, Tsegaye and 
the Geological Society of America. 
Boulder, Colo: Geological Society of 

America, 2005. Scale: 1:200,000. (Map 
and chart series / Geological Society of 
America; MCH094).
Many of our geology students and 
faculty are interested in finding maps 
and data for countries other than those 
of North America.  Sometimes such 
maps exist or can be located in a col-
lection somewhere in the world.  This 
map with its accompanying 20 page 
pamphlet covers a very active portion 
of Africa with the most recent data, at a 
larger scale than is usual for this region. 
http://www.geosociety.org/bookstore/	

Surficial geologic map of the Mica 
Bay quadrangle, Kootenai County, 
Idaho / Roy M Breckenridge; Kurt L 
Othberg; John D Kauffman; Jane S 
Freed. Moscow, Idaho: Idaho Geologi-
cal Survey, 2005. (Digital web map; 
33). (OCLC: 60717054). 1 col. map; 
58 x 40 cm. Scale 1:24,000; transverse 
Mercator projection.
This map also includes text and a digi-
tal orthophoto. http://www.idahogeol-
ogy.org/Products/PubList.asp	

Berlin. [17th ed.]. 1 col. map; 91 x 102 
cm. on sheet 93 x 126 cm., folded in 
cover 25 x 12 cm. + indexes, maps, 
and directories (171 p. ; 21 cm.) in 
cover. Ostfildern, Germany: Falk Ver-
lag, 2005. [ISBN: 3827922224]. Scale 
1:27,000-1:37,000; Hyperboloid proj.
This is a new edition, in German with 
the legend in German, English, and 
French, that shows the entire Berlin 
Metropolitan Area, some of the sur-
rounding region, as well as Potsdam.  
Ancillary maps show: Marzahn-Hell-
ersdorf-Köpenick area, Schildow area, 
Buch area, Birken area, and there is an 
inset of Altstadt Berlin-Spandau.  On 

http://www.geosociety.org/bookstore
http://www.geosociety.org/bookstore
http://www.idahogeol�ogy.org/Products/PubList.asp
http://www.idahogeology.org/Products/PubList.asp
http://www.idahogeology.org/Products/PubList.asp


base line 27(1): 12

verso are: maps of Berlin metropolitan 
area, Berlin region, and local-transit 
lines.  The included booklet has addi-
tional maps of downtown Berlin, Pots-
dam, and Rahnsdorf-Mügelheim.

The Middle East & North Africa Oil 
& Gas Activity & Concession Map. 
Ledbury, Herefordshire, Eng.: Oilfield 
Publications, 2005. 1 col. map; 96 x 
137 cm. Scale 1:4,025,000.
What a timely arrival is this map that 
shows oil and gas related facilities in 
Saudi Arabia and portions of surround-
ing countries.  Includes list of abbrevia-
tions of oil companies, 5 insets, and 1 
continuation map showing Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia. 
http://www.oilpubs.com/	

Central Asia: Tashkent, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Uzbekistan. 
Executive Wilderness Programmes. 
Haulfryn, Cilycwm, UK: EWP, 2005. 1 
map : col. ; 44 x 49 cm., folded to 18 x 
13 cm. Scale 1:500,000.
New maps or any maps of these former 
Soviet Republics are welcome and most 
useful for a number of purposes.  These 
maps show topography and provide 
more current details at a good medium 
scale.  The data is partly based on exist-
ing maps from the countries. [Note: Ta-
jikistan is the most common spelling]. 
http://www.ewpnet.com/maps.htm	

onLinE MApS AnD inTERnET 
RESouRCES

Almost every request for maps now 	
 comes with a certain amount of 

interest in digital maps or facsimiles, 
or for map and GIS resources to study.  

With this in mind, and also with the 
knowledge that there are many valuable 
sites for cartographic data, I have added 
a few of the Internet websites and pages 
that you may find interesting.

West Nile Virus Maps
http://westnilemaps.usgs.gov/ (U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey).
Since West Nile virus (WNV) was first 
isolated in 1937, it has been known 
to cause asymptomatic infection and 
fevers in humans in Africa, West Asia, 
and the Middle East.  Human and ani-
mal infections were not documented in 
the Western Hemisphere until the 1999 
outbreak in the New York City metro-
politan area.  Since then, the disease 
has spread across the United States.  
In 2003, WNV activity occurred in 46 
states and caused illness in over 9,800 
people.”—About page on website.

West Nile Virus is transmitted to hu-
mans through mosquito bites and 
though infected humans often show 
no symptoms, a small number develop 
mild symptoms, while less than 1% of 
infected people develop more severe 
illness that might include meningitis or 
encephalitis.  Of these few, less than 1 
out of 1000 infected persons will die.

The best way for prevent infection is 
prevention, and knowing the status of 
an area gives you a chance to know po-
tential risks.

Environmental, biochemical, and 
epidemiological studies are often the 
source of great curiosity among both 
researchers and the general populace, 
especially when health threats are real 

http://www.oilpubs.com
http://www.ewpnet.com/maps.htm
http://westnilemaps.usgs.gov
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or perceived to be at epidemic propor-
tions.

The USGS has a great website that 
provides an annual atlas of the facts in 
easy to view doses.  Rather than listing 
data in one lump, they have separated 
the data into categories: birds, human, 
mosquito, “sentinel,” and veterinary 
statistics. You can read the data on 
annual maps for 2000-to the present.  
Starting each category with a United 
States map, you can select a state, and 
be shown a county-by-county record 
of cases reported for that category.  For 
some states, where more detail is need-
ed (i.e., Long Island), additional larger 
scale maps provide this data.

Accompanying each state map is tabu-
lar data of the number of infections by 
county. 
There are also pages giving the history 
of the disease, its spread, and other 
facts to assist in showing the extent of 
the disease and its threat to people and 
animals.  An FAQ helps to give facts 
and dispel myths, and links to official 
sites of disease statistics, studies, and 
more maps.   Links include various 
government agencies and projects in 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 
The maps and data are kept current 
and access is easy.  If you do not know 
what a “sentinel” is, then go to this map 
site for explanations of this and other 
terms.

Influenza and Other Diseases
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.
htm	
West Nile is only one of a series of dis-
eases that are intensely monitored.  In 
the news for a few years has been the 

threat of an influenza pandemic and 
maps are being produced for this afflic-
tion as well.  The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
http://www.cdc.gov/ cover many as-
pects of disease that show data in carto-
graphic form.

As a good example, the CDC has an 
entire website on the family of “flu’s” 
that are updated regularly allowing you 
to follow the various strains.  Under 
“Flu Activity” there is the “Weekly 
US Map: Influenza Summary Update” 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.
htm giving the epidemiology statistics 
of all influenza cases for that period.

At the present time, this site does not 
use many maps but for a quick view of 
recent flu attacks, it serves its purpose 
well.

However, if you use the “Search” box, 
you can find maps for a number of 
other diseases and afflictions, such as 
asthma or polio (map examples: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/global/stop-
team/stop-map.htm	or	http://www.
cdc.gov/asthma/brfss/00/mapR1.htm). 
Much of these have links to reports, 
studies, and data.

Planning a Trip to the Big City?
http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/nyct/maps/ 
Travel to a large urban area often in-
volves reliance upon local transit sys-
tems and with the web you can plan 
ahead better than ever.  As an example 
of a good system of maps, take a visit 
to	the	MTA, the New York City Tran-
sit Authority, to obtain bus and sub-
way maps for all the various routes 
http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/nyct/maps/

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm
http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/global/stop�team/stop-map.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/global/stopteam/stop-map.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/global/stop�team/stop-map.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/asthma/brfss/00/mapR1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/asthma/brfss/00/mapR1.htm
http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/nyct/maps
http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/nyct/maps
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 in the City and surrounding boroughs. 
One nice feature of this is that you get 
the most current map available and can 
plan routes before you travel.

Disasters and Remediation Maps
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.
fema	
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has been under a great 
deal of pressure in the past few years 
as hurricanes, floods, tornados, and 
other disasters affect Americans across 
the country.  If these trends continue, 
FEMA will have even more work in 
the coming years. Fortunately, their 
website is packed with everything you 
would need to know in dealing with 
emergencies, seeking assistance, and 
related materials.

One section of the site has maps of 
Federal Disaster Areas, those places 
that have officially been declared to 
receive Federal loans and assistance.  
Start at the most current declarations 
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.
fema	and you can view maps of af-
fected areas by event and location. Re-
ports and associated documents are also 
available.

The menu provides access to previous 
years so that you can go back to study, 
for example, Hurricane Katrina’s ef-
fects from 2005, or you can look at a 
map of Florida damage from Hurricane 
Irene (1999).

Not all disasters have maps but quite a 
few do and you can look back at data 
to 1953 (though the cartographic data 
drops after the first 5-7 years).

If you are looking for a listing of the 
most damaging of events though, this 
gives a nice list.

Hurricane Katrina Flood Recovery 
Maps
http://www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/re-
coverydata/katrina_index.shtm	
Some events are big enough to have 
entire websites and research resources 
all their own. 
Remember August and September 
when Katrina and Rita moved across 
the Gulf of Mexico, bringing a class 5 
hurricane over the Mississippi Delta?  
It seems a long time ago, but that disas-
ter is still a recent memory, especially 
to those who are working to rebuild 
their lives and communities along the 
Gulf Coast.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has been tracking 
progress of recovery programs in the 
region	and	has	made	maps	and	Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) 
Data sets available for use.  Find out 
the extent of damage, how areas are 
faring in recovery, and additional con-
cepts using the FEMA maps and data.  
You can also use these resources to 
inspire work locally on disaster plan-
ning, regional flood mapping, and other 
projects.

Toronto Cycling Map 2005
http://www.toronto.ca/cycling/map/		
Travel in a big city by bicycle is popu-
lar with many people, and Toronto is a 
bike enthusiast’s Mecca.  This online 
map series shows the entire Metropoli-
tan Toronto Area and established routes 
that are friendly to cyclists, but it also 
provides a really good map of the city 

http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema
http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema
http://www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/re�coverydata/katrina_index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/recoverydata/katrina_index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/re�coverydata/katrina_index.shtm
http://www.toronto.ca/cycling/map
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streets and tourist features.  There is an 
overall map and sectional maps with 
good, clear detail. 
To make it more useful to travel-
ers, non-cyclists, and even map lov-
ers, there is a link to “Toronto Maps 
Featuring Aerial Views of Toronto”	
http://www.toronto.ca/torontomaps/
index.htm .  This links you to a map 
server, similar to Terraserver, but for 
Toronto.  It is a GIS that allows you to 
select features to turn on or off, includ-
ing satellite imagery (2002 images at 
present).  There are some basic “con-
struction tools” allowing a little bit of 
customization of your map.

United States Drought Monitoring
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/	
This issue’s column seems like an in-
troduction to map resources for disas-
ters, but one of the common requests 
that many of us get are for maps that 
show data on climate change, environ-
mental situations, and natural disasters.  
These are areas where mapping has 
excelled in its efforts to visualize these 
changes and to record progress or fail-
ure quickly and most colorfully.

The U.S. Drought Monitor 
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/, devel-
oped by the National Drought Mitiga-
tion Center, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, in association with the USDA 
and NOAA, is a data system with 
weekly updates on water supply and 
its effects on agriculture, fire preven-
tion, and other topics.  There is current 
data as well as archives going back in 
time, so that you may study trends, and 
effects (including some simple anima-
tions to visualize these trends). 
The maps, data, and documents on the 

site provide not only history, but also 
help with ways to mitigate drought 
problems, and methods for reducing the 
strain on water resources.

Additional maps show 12-month 
predictions of droughts, forecasts of 
stream flow, and other aspects, such 
as soil moisture levels.  There are also 
great links to crop and soil analysis 
websites, precipitation and weather 
sites, and to many governmental agen-
cies working on water-drought related, 
and climatology resources.

Environmental Sustainability Index
http://maps.ciesin.columbia.edu/esi/	
A research and data gathering project to 
measure and map worldwide environ-
mental sustainability is a joint program 
of the Yale Center for Environmental 
Law and Policy (YCELP) and the 
Center for International Earth Science 
Information Network (CIESIN) of Co-
lumbia University, in collaboration with 
the World Economic Forum and the 
Joint Research Centre of the European 
Commission.  The ESI is a listing that 
compares nations of the world, showing 
their environmental status.

In addition to static maps, there is the 
Environmental Sustainability Index 
Viewer 
http://maps.ciesin.columbia.edu/esi/, 
which is a GIS that you can use to 
produce world nation maps of envi-
ronmental-related topics, such as air or 
water quality, water use, agricultural 
output, and other related indexes, such 
as the Gross Domestic Product index 
for countries, population density, and 
many other topics.

http://www.toronto.ca/torontomaps/index.htm
http://www.toronto.ca/torontomaps/index.htm
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm
http://maps.ciesin.columbia.edu/esi
http://maps.ciesin.columbia.edu/esi
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This site would be useful for environ-
mental studies, population and eco-
nomic data, as well as for social studies 
of many types.

BookS

The Geographic Atlas of New  
 Zealand. Nelson, N.Z.: Craig Pot-

ton, 2005 (ISBN: 1877333204). 264, 
[49] p.) : 264 col. maps ; 37 cm.
Published in 2005, this atlas uses 
state-of-the-art mapping techniques to 
produce a vivid set of maps of New 
Zealand, using current data. Maps use 
Transverse Mercator projection and are 
shown in scales between 1:150,000-
1:8,500,000.

Atlas of North America. Harm J De 
Blij. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2005. (ISBN: 019516993X; 
0195220447).
This new 320 page atlas by a noted ge-
ographer shows geographical features 
and statistical data on the entire conti-
nent (though most of the maps and data 
are for the United States and dependen-
cies).  Some of the topics include: sta-
tistics, physical geography and geology, 
tectonics, energy and minerals, climate 
and weather, soil and vegetation, and 
economic and social aspects.  Also 
included are satellite images.  [See 
full review in the June 2005 base line.	
— ed.]

Cities of the World: a History in Maps.	
Dr. Peter Whitfield. Berkeley: Univer-
sity of California Press, 2005. (ISBN: 
0520247256 (cloth: alk. paper)).
Historical maps, especially of cities, 

are scattered throughout map collec-
tions worldwide. This 208 page atlas 
provides an assortment of unique maps 
showing a variety of cities through 
time.

National Geographic Student Atlas of 
the World (Revised edition). Washing-
ton, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 
2005. (ISBN: 0792272064).
The release of the 9th	edition	of	the	
full-size NGS atlas put a large number 
of new maps, features, and data into 
the hands of many, but the price and 
size may be a limiting factor for pur-
chase, especially by young people and 
students in schools.  To assist this, Na-
tional Geographic Society has put out 
a new revised edition of their “Student 
Atlas” giving quality maps and infor-
mation in a concise volume.

The atlas is only 144 pages but still 
includes over 100 maps, 50 charts and 
graphs, websites to use, along with 
basic statistics and information on the 
countries of the world.

This atlas is a beautiful alternative to 
the full edition.

The Historical Atlas of New York City: 
a Visual Celebration of 400 Years of 
New York City’s History. Eric Hom-
berger. New York: Henry Holt, 2005 
(ISBN: 0805078428). (192 p.) : ill. 
(chiefly col.), col. maps; 28 cm.
New York City is an amazing and com-
plex place, with history on top of his-
tory, and so much more.  This atlas is 
essential for any collection on NYC as 
well as for any library of urban studies.
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Green Miniatlas. Washington, D.C.: 
World Bank; Brighton, UK: Published 
for the World Bank by Myriad Editions 
Ltd., 2005. (ISBN: 0821358707).
Environmental concerns have created 
a large inter-disciplinary community 
with	an	interest	in	sustaining	the	envi-
ronment and reducing human impact 
on the world.  The World Bank has 
published this 64 page, compact atlas to 
show issues facing environmental ef-
forts, as well as the effects of pollution 
and overuse in the world.

HoT TopiCS BookS

Google Maps Hacks. Rich Gibson, 	
 Schuyler Erle. 1st ed. January 

2006. (Hacks http://hacks.oreilly.com/). 
ISBN: 0-596-10161-9. 366 pages, 
$29.99.
If you have decided to join the Google 
Map world, here is a book that might 
be helpful.  “Want to find every pizza 
place within a 15-mile radius?  Where 
the dog parks are in a new town?  The 
most central meeting place for your 
class, club or group of friends?  The 
cheapest gas stations on a day-to-day 
basis?  The location of convicted sex 
offenders in an area to which you may 
be considering moving?  The applica-
tions, serendipitous and serious, seem 
to be infinite, as developers find ever 
more creative ways to add to and cus-
tomize the satellite images and underly-
ing API of Google Maps.”—Publisher.

This book is hot off the press and was 
written by Schuyler Erle and Rich 
Gibson, who also co-wrote Mapping 
Hacks.		Google Maps Hacks describes 

all sorts of ways that you can use 
Google Maps with your own data.  You 
can integrate all kinds of data with 
Google’s satellite imagery to produce 
new and unique map systems.

A nice feature of the book, especially 
for someone new to this product, is the 
introduction to Google Maps.  Follow-
ing this there are sample mapping proj-
ects showing ways to develop custom 
maps.  You can get a lot of ideas from 
reading this work, and even if you only 
want to know what Google Maps is, it 
is a good book.  It is even endorsed by 
Google as a useful tool.

New Orleans Street Guide. Rand Mc-
Nally and Company. 8th ed. 1 atlas: 
col. maps; 28 cm. Chicago, Ill.: Rand 
McNally, 2006 (ISBN: 0528855417 
(spiral bound); OCLC: 62722601). 
Scale [1:31,680]. 1 in. = 0.5 mi.
This is a city on the mend, whose 
streets may be forever changed, and 
this street guide offers the first look 
at some of the changes.  The atlas in-
cludes a map of downtown New Or-
leans, and a vicinity map, along with 
block numbers & zip codes.

Enjoy looking at these maps and re-
sources. They are definitely special 
items and just knowing that they are 
available is a comfort in itself. Until 
next time… —DJB 

http://hacks.oreilly.com
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T. Wangyal Shawa (above) puts in a good word for the vendors (East View 
Cartographic and Treaty Oak) that sponsored the MAGERT welcome reception 
at the ALA Midwinter Meetings in San Antonio.

MAGERT members (below) enjoying the wel-
come reception in San Antonio.
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RISTOW PRIZE

 The following message was posted to MAPS-L on January 3. — ed.

2005 RISTOW PRIZE WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Each year the Washington Map Society offers the Ristow Prize in honor of Dr. 	
 Walter W. Ristow, one of the nation’s premier map librarians and cartograph-

ic authors and now Chief Emeritus of the Geography and Map Division, Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC.  The prize, awarded continuously since 1994, 
recognizes academic achievement in the History of Cartography or Map Librari-
anship.

The Winner of the 2005 Ristow Prize is Ruth Watson of the Australian National 
University, Canberra, Australia for her paper “The Decorated Hearts of Orance 
Fine: The 1531 Double Cordiform Map of the World.”  Ms. Watson’s winning 
entry will be published in a future issue of The Portolan, the society’s internation-
ally acclaimed journal.  She will also receive a cash award of $1,000 and a com-
plimentary membership in the Washington Map Society for the coming year.

Two papers were selected for Honorable Mention.  One was entitled ‘Charting the 
Enlightenment: An Interpretation of Edmond Halley’s 1728 Chart of the Atlantick 

In the foreground, base line editor Mark Thomas (left) and Dan Seldin of Indi-
ana University enjoy the MAGERT welcome reception in San Antonio.  (Photos 
by N. Kodaira.)
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Ocean” by Mark Fink, of the University of Texas at Arlington, Texas.  The other 
was “Humboldt’s Politics of Mapping: Alexander Humboldt’s Essay and General 
Chart of the Kingdom of New Spain” by Robert Sherwood, also of the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington.  A complimentary membership in the Washington Map 
Society has been awarded for the coming year.

ANNOUNCEMENT
2006 RISTOW PRIZE FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN THE 

HISTORY OF CARTOGRAPHY AND MAP LIBRARIANSHIP

The Award
$1000 cash award, a one-year membership in the Washington Map Society, publi-
cation of the paper in The Portolan — the journal of the Washington Map Society.  
Honorable Mention may be awarded for a paper or papers at the judges’ discre-
tion.

Who May Apply
Full or part-time undergraduate, graduate, and first year post-doctoral students at-
tending accredited US or foreign colleges and universities.

Entry Criteria
Research papers or bibliographic studies related to cartographic history or map 
librarianship and completed in fulfillment of course work requirements.  The 
text, in English, and documented in a style selected by the author may not exceed 
7,500 words.

Format
Three unbound copies with a title page and cover sheet including the entrant’s 
name, address, telephone number and e-mail address.

Judging Criteria
Three broad criteria: (1) importance of research (originality, sources, etc.), (2) 
quality of research (accuracy, source reliability, etc.), (3) writing quality (clarity, 
command of cartographic terms, etc.).

Deadline
Not later than 1 June, 2006, and mailed to Robert G. Rhodes, Ristow Prize Chair, 
2733 Carter Farm Court, Alexandria, VA 22306, USA . Additional information 
is available via e-mail to: rgrhodes@starpower.net or on the Washington Map 
Society’s web site: http://www.washmap.org	.

mailto:rgrhodes@starpower.net
http://www.washmap.org
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MAPS AND SOCIETY LECTURES

	The following message was posted to MAPS-L on January 5 by Tony Campbell. 
— ed.

MAPS AND SOCIETY
The Warburg Institute

Fifteenth Series: 2005-2006

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano Smith 	
 (Institute of Historical Research) and Tony Campbell (formerly Map Li-

brary, British Library).  Meetings are held on selected Thursdays at The Warburg 
Institute, University of London,Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB at 5.00 
pm.  Admission is free.  Meetings are followed by refreshments.  All are most 
welcome. Enquiries: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Dr Delano Smith) or                        
	t.campbell@ockendon.clara.co.uk.

Details of the remaining talks

2006
March 9. Ashley Baynton Williams (Editor, Map Forum) “Coaxing the Buyer: 
Financing and Marketing Broadsheet Maps in 17th and 18th Century Britain.”

April 6. Veronica Della Dora (Post-doctoral Fellow, Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles, U.S.A.) “Mapping Mount Athos: Renaissance and Enlightenment Vi-
sions.”

The Map in Book History
May 4. Anne Bush (University of Hawaii at Manoa / University of Oxford) “In-
scribing the City: Visual Itineraries in Nineteenth-Century Guidebooks to Rome.”

May 25. Dr Camille Serchuk (Department of Art History, Southern Connecticut 
State University, U.S.A) “Picturing France in the Fifteenth Century: a New (Old) 
Map’”.

This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of The 
International  Map Collectors’ Society, Jonathan Potter of Jonathan Potter Ltd., 
and Laurence Worms of Ash Rare Books.  Each lecture is accompanied by a dis-
play, at the Royal Geographical Society, Kensington, arranged by Francis Herbert, 
Hon FRGS.

The web version of the programme http://www.maphistory.info/warburgprog.html	
can be bookmarked, as it will always contain the current details. For a compre-
hensive list of talks andmeetings in the history of cartography, see John Docktor’s 
“Calendar” http://home.earthlink.net/~docktor/index.htm

mailto:campbell@ockendon.clara.co.uk
http://www.maphistory.info/warburgprog.html
http://www.maphistory.info/warburgprog.html


ITS A COUNTRY IN EUROPE, PART OF SERBIA. 
IT USED TO BE PART OF YUGOSLAVIA, AND 
BEFORE THAT  IT WAS PART OF THE AUSTRIA-
                        HUNGARIAN EMPIRE . . .

DID YOU READ ABOUT THE
TRAIN CRASH IN MONTENEGRO?

MONTENEGRO?  WHERE’S MONTENEGRO?
IS IT CLOSE TO MONT BLANC?

I DUNNO, BUT I THINK ITS EAST OF HERE

WHICH WAY’S EAST?
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