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I believe that libraries have a transcendent 

importance as intellectual and cultural centers of 

communities and society, as promoters of democracy and 

literacy, as protectors of intellectual freedom, and as 

beacons of tolerance and democracy. 

I believe that librarians play an important role in 

their communities and in society as organizers, 

custodians, preservers, and disseminators of the human 

record and as givers of guidance and instruction in its 

use. 

I believe that librarians should be educated in 

consonance with national standards in order to carry out 
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their important role and in order that libraries can 

carry out their enduring mission. 

I believe that the American Library Association—as 

the premier organization of librarians—has a duty to 

devise those national standards, to define the core body of 

knowledge needed for the efficient and productive 

operation of libraries and the great work of librarians, 

and to use its accreditation process to ensure that all 

student librarians graduate with a command of that core 

body of knowledge as well as knowledge of the relevant 

areas of other related professions and disciplines. 

I believe that all ALA-accredited programs should 

possess a full-time faculty of sufficient numbers and 

qualifications to teach and do research in all the areas 

defined as the components of the core body of knowledge 

of librarianship. 
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I believe that control of the education of would-be 

members of a profession is the hallmark of an effective 

professional body and that ALA should do everything 

within its power to regain that control. 

I believe that there are fruitful areas of overlap 

between the core and penumbral bodies of knowledge 

required by librarians, including but not limited to 

information technology, management, and museology 

and other cultural disciplines, but that these areas should 

supplement and neither dominate nor replace the defined 

core areas of teaching and research. 

I believe that ALA should revise its accreditation 

standards in accordance with the above and devise 

structures to enforce those new standards. 

 


