
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 17, 2006 
 
Eliot J. Christian 
U.S. Geological Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office 2C108 
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive Mail Stop 590 
Reston, Virginia 20192-0002 
 
Dear Dr. Christian: 
 
On behalf of the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your extraordinary efforts on behalf of the public and 
all users of government information.  For over a decade you have been involved directly in the 
development and implementation of laws, standards, technologies, policies, and practices that 
improve the access, dissemination, and preservation of electronic government information. 
 
Your leadership role in the Government Information Locator Service (GILS) is well known, and 
your contributions as a Depository Library Council member from fall 1995 through spring 1998 
were noteworthy.  In this instance, we particularly want to acknowledge and commend the work 
that you accomplished as chair and as a member of the Categorization of Information Work 
Group of the Interagency Committee on Government Information (ICGI), since the committee’s 
creation in June 2003 to implement Section 207 of the E-Government Act of 2002 (Public Law 
107-347, 44 U.S.C. Ch 36).  As the Federal Geographic Data Committee representative, you led 
the way in establishing a set of requirements and recommendations that will lay the basis for 
open, interoperable standards for electronic searching, and also, contributed to the 
establishment of requirements and recommendations for three other products.  Goals were met 
as a result of your vast expertise and experience, your capable facilitation of the work group, 
and your ongoing dedication to improving search systems for e-government information. 
 
We applaud these recent accomplishments and all of the work that you have undertaken to 
design and support a Global Information Infrastructure for all levels of government.  We have no 
doubt your current and future endeavors will be significant. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arlene Weible 
Immediate Past Chair, GODORT 
Oregon State Library 
250 Winter St NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
503-378-5020 
arlene.weible@state.or.us 


