Government Documents Round Table « American Library Association

July 17, 2006

Patrice McDermott

Director, OpenTheGoverment.org

1742 Connecticut Avenue NW, 3rd Floor
Washington, DC 20009

Dear Patrice;

On behalf of the Government Documents Round Table (GODORT), | would like to convey our thanks
for your outstanding years of service as the Deputy Director of the Office of Government Relations of
the American Library Association (ALA). ALA has truly benefited from your expertise and passionate

advocacy for open access to government information, the public’s right to know, and the protection of
citizens’ right to privacy.

GODORT would particularly like to thank you for your role in keeping our members informed of the
wide array of issues pertaining to access to government information. Your column “Washington
Report” in GODORT’s journal DTTP, regular postings to the GOVDOC-L and GOVINFO email
distribution lists, and presentations at numerous GODORT meetings demonstrate the impressive
number of avenues you used to alert our membership to important developments in government
information policy. Our members have also appreciated your gentle reminders that it is important to
maintain awareness of government information access issues in all branches and levels of
government, not just those within the Federal Depository Library Program.

GODORT's Legislation Committee has also benefited from your counsel on a number of important
issues. Your advice on issues related to the implementation of the E-Government Act and executive
agencies’ attempts to establish definitions of “sensitive but unclassified” government information are
just two of a number of examples of how your knowledge and experience was beneficial and
contributed to the crafting of important ALA resolutions and policy statements. While our members will
miss working with you within ALA, we are pleased to know that you will continue to work on
government information issues in your new role as Director of OpenTheGovernment.org. We are
happy that we continue to have a strong ally in our efforts to preserve no-fee, permanent public
access to government information, and look forward to future opportunities for collaboration.

Sincerely,
A fowe Hlille
Arlene Weible

Immediate Past Chair, GODORT
Oregon State Library

250 Winter St NE

Salem, OR 97301

cC: Emily Sheketoff
Keith Michael Fiels



