
 

 
 
 
 
August 4, 2005 
 
 
 
Judith C. Russell 
Managing Director, Information Dissemination (Superintendent of Documents) 
U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) 
732 North Capitol Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20401 
 
Dear Ms. Russell: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on GPO's draft white papers, "Authentication” and “Version 
Control,” issued on June 21, 2005.  GODORT’s Legislation Committee has reviewed the documents, and 
offers the following comments.   
 
GODORT would like to commend GPO’s ongoing efforts to develop policies related to the management 
of electronic publications, and believes that the papers do a thorough job of identifying many of the key 
issues.  GODORT would like to draw attention to two specific areas of concern, both of which pertain to 
authentication. These concerns include:   
 

1) The centrality and significance of authenticating information at granular levels; and,  
2) The methods for authenticating web pages, which lack the fixity of PDF documents.   
 

These issues are fundamental to the definition of what is a document, and whether individual documents 
are the appropriate or the only unit measure for authentication. Further exploration and clarification of 
these issues are needed to assure that the concept of a "document" is not the sole factor in determining 
the authenticity of an electronic source.  
 
A clear statement on these issues is crucial to the overall success of the Future Digital System and 
GODORT urges GPO to address both these concerns in the next draft of the white paper on 
authentication. 
   
GODORT appreciates the opportunity to review and provide feedback on these drafts, and looks forward 
to the release of subsequent versions of these white papers and the opportunity to comment on them.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Arlene Weible 
Chair, Government Documents Round Table 
University of North Texas Libraries 
PO BOX 305190 
Denton, TX 76203-5190 
Phone: 940-565-4150 
Email: aweible@library.unt.edu 


