
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 18, 2005 
 
 
 
Ms. Louise Arbour 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
OHCHR-UNOG 
8-14 Avenue de la Paix 
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
 
Dear High Commissioner: 
 
I am writing as Chair of the Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) of the 
American Library Association.  GODORT is the Association’s principal body concerned 
with access to government information, including the documents and publications of 
intergovernmental organizations.  
 
We are concerned about changes in the content of the Treaty Body Database (TBD), 
which we regard as an invaluable resource.  Because the TBD contains the full text of 
thousands of documents related to seven human rights conventions, the 
interrelationships of these documents are revealed with a level of clarity that no other 
resource can match including the Official Document System (ODS) and the United 
Nations Bibliographic Information System (UNBISNET).  For these reasons, it is used 
extensively in undergraduate and graduate-level courses throughout North America, 
and many GODORT members in academic, school, special and public libraries refer 
library users to it frequently. 
 
We are concerned because documents related to the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have not been added to the 
Treaty Body Database since 2002.  Instead they have only been added to the Web site 
of the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW).  While we see nothing 
detrimental in these being made available via the DAW site, we believe they should also 
be included in the Treaty Body Database so that all treaty body documents issued by or 
related to a particular country can be found using a single search.  We believe the TBD 
best achieves its purpose when it is maintained as a whole and would like it to be 
restored to that state. 
 



We understand that the United Nations seeks to make masthead documents and 
Official Records available through only the ODS interface, or via links from UN Web 
sites and UNBISNET to individual ODS documents. We believe it would be detrimental, 
however, to stop loading treaty body documents in the TBD.  Currently, one can access 
any document in the Treaty Body Database by using an Internet search engine or by 
using a URL found in a reference.  These important modes of access to treaty body 
documents would no longer be possible if they were physically located only in ODS. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.
 
Sincerely, 

 
John A. Stevenson 
Chair, Government Documents Round Table 
American Library Association 
 
University of Delaware Library 
181 South College Avenue 
Newark, DE  19717-5267 
 
 
cc:  Linda Stoddart 
       Head, Dag Hammarskjold Library 
 


