Government Documents Round Table « American Library Association

June 6, 2005

Judith C. Russell

Managing Director, Information Dissemination (Superintendent of Documents)
U.S. Government Printing Office

732 North Capitol Street, NW

Washington, DC 20401

Dear Ms Russell,

On behalf of the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table, | want to
express our support for the U.S. Government Printing Office’s plan to establish and maintain a
national clearinghouse for federal documents digitization projects. At a time when digital
technology is providing the means to preserve and provide access to important government
documents, previously accessible to only a limited readership at selected locations, it is crucial
that those undertaking digitization initiatives know not only whether others may be engaged in
similar endeavors but also what tasks remain unattended. This is particularly crucial for federal
documents published in the period 1932-1962, which are in grave danger of permanent loss,
due to the substandard paper stock and printing technology with which they were produced.

Conversations with your staff indicate that GPO will build and maintain a registry of projects
digitizing U.S. federal publications. We applaud the suggestion that GPO will provide links from
its registry to GODORT's Clearinghouse of Government Documents Digital Projects to
encourage the registration of projects that digitize local, state, non-U.S. federal, and
international documents. Such links would help ensure that institutions’ projects digitizing
related collections of governmental materials do not remain invisible and offer a level of
cooperation which we appreciate.

Sincerely,
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John A. Stevenson
Chair, Government Documents Round Table

University of Delaware Library
181 S. College Ave.
Newark, DE 19717-5267



