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Dear John:

I would like to thank you and the members of GODORT for submitting
comments on the “Report on the Meeting of Experts on Digital Preservation:
Metadata Specifications”. As you probably noticed, the final Report was
recently posted. We did not change the Report in response to your letter
because the Report is essentially a summary of the meeting. However, your
comments are always welcome and helpful in review of Information
Dissemination reports and activities. Following are responses to your
comments and concermns.

You mention in the second paragraph that consistent adherence to high
standards for metadata should be maintained, and I certainly agree. Please be
assured that GPO will provide metadata for all converted content and that the
metadata, if created in-house or harvested, will be reviewed and enhanced as
appropriate to ensure it meets standards. GPO will also continue to collaborate
with the library community on this and other aspects of the legacy digitization
project. With the assistance of the library community, we will continue to
monitor and adapt appropriate metadata specifications as the standards develop.

You have noted some specific issues regarding metadata elements outlined in
the Conclusion and Appendix C of the report.

ALA GODORT comment. It is unclear how “a unique title” for each “digital
object” might be constructed. Would this be some sort of uniform title, such as
one constructed for a serial?

Response. Each digital object will have a unique name. The word “title” on
page 11 of the report is used to represent this unique name. Unique and
persistent naming is vital for identification and reliable linking and resolution
services within digital libraries. This is an important standard best practice
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within digital libraries and was recommended as a high-level element by the
meeting participants and observers.

Catalog records, with appropriate title information in MARC fields, will, of
course, be part of each digital object’s metadata. Where appropriate, uniform
titles will be created and included in bibliographic records. Each digital object
that is part of a series or serial with a uniform title will be linked through the
shared uniform title, but each object will also have its own unique and persistent
name.

. ALA GODORT comment. The conclusion states that a MARC record may
identify a series. Whenever feasible, we prefer that separate records be created
for items in monographic series. Series-level records have their place, but the
nature of this project justifies the additional labor of providing records for each
monograph.

Response. Your recommendation relates to decisions made in the creation of a
MARC record, which is another of the high-level metadata elements
recommended by the group of experts. When monographic series are identified,
it continues to be GPO policy to create analytics for unnumbered series. I
certainly support the creation of analytics, whenever feasible. Also, since
identification and tracking of individual content is a requirement of GPO’s
Future Digital System, there will be a unique name and unique metadata
elements for each digital object, however the MARC record is prepared.

. ALA GODORT comment. While other unique identifiers of digital objects (e.g.
Response. Superintendent of Documents and other identified classification
numbers will be included in the metadata. In some cases, especially for series,
only the class stem will be included.

In the second to last paragraph, you express the need for GPO to plan for
adaptation of future metadata standards and technology to prevent any loss of
information. GPO is committed to providing permanent public access to U.S.
Government publications and their associated metadata; therefore, we will
continuously monitor and adapt standards as necessary. By using standards,
mapping data to new systems built around these standards should be readily
accomplished.

Thank you for the suggestion to review other large-scale digitization projects.
GPO staff have been reviewing numerous other projects to identify their best
practices and adapt them where appropriate.



Again, your input is valuable to Information Dissemination and GPO. Should
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly at (202) 512-
0571.

Sincerely,

. Russell

anaging Director
Information Dissemination
Superintendent of Documents




