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Another year brought boxes and 
boxes of new children’s titles to 
Book Links’ offices. After read-

ing, weeding, and much soul searching, 
we have put together a list of favorite 
2004 titles. The books below were cho-
sen for effective, memorable writing, 
imaginative art, and an engaging pre-
sentation of information, and all have 
strong possibilities for classroom use.

Picture Books

Hall, Bruce Edward. Henry and the 
Kite Dragon. Illus. by William Low. 
2004. 40p. Philomel, $15.99 (0-399-
23727-5).

Gr. 1–4. Tolerance, compromise, 
and getting along are the themes of 
this picture book based on stories the 
author’s father told about growing 

up in New York’s Chinatown in the 
1920s. Henry loves to visit Grand-
father Chin and help him make ex-
quisite kites from newspaper, broken 
packing crates, and rice paste. What 
they don’t realize is that their beauti-
ful kites scare away homing pigeons 
owned by children in neighboring 
Little Italy. When Grandfather Chin 
playfully chases the pigeons with his 
kites, the Italian kids throw rocks 
until the kites crash to the ground. 
Eventually the conflict escalates into 
a face-to-face confrontation between 
the two groups of children, and they 
manage to work out a compromise 
for sharing the sky. Ideal for group 
sharing, Low’s lush, realistic double-
page paintings effectively show both 
the characters’ expressions and the 
magnificent, rainbow-hued kites.

Hopkinson, Deborah. Apples to 
Oregon: Being the (Slightly) True Nar-
rative of How a Brave Pioneer Father 
Brought Apples, Peaches, Pears, Plums, 
Grapes, Cherries (and Children) across 
the Plains. Illus. by Nancy Carpenter. 
2004. 40p. Simon & Schuster/Anne 
Schwartz, $15.95 (0-689-84769-6).

K–Gr. 3. Like most tall tales, this 
one has a grain of truth in it: in 
the 1840s a pioneer family traveled 
from Iowa to Oregon with a wagon 
carrying several hundred plants and 
fruit trees. From that inspiration 
Hopkinson has written a humorous, 
spirited tale about Delicious, whose 
“daddy loved growin’ apples,” and her 
family’s journey westward to Oregon 
with their orchard-to-be. Delicious’ 
folksy narrative drives the plot as she 
tells how the family and the trees sur-
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vive a daring river crossing, a violent 
storm, a formidable desert, and even 
Jack Frost. Accompanied by Carpen-
ter’s perky oil paintings, this upbeat 
frontier story features a map of the 
family’s route on the endpapers and a 
list of apple facts on the back cover.

Jenkins, Steve. Actual Size. 2004. 32p. 
Houghton, $16 (0-618-37594-5).

Preschool–Gr. 2. Jenkins approach-
es zoology in a fresh and thought-
provoking way in this oversize picture 
book, which spotlights both tiny ani-
mals and parts of enormous animals 
at their actual size. Textured cut-paper 
representations stand out dramatically 
against a white background, from the 
world’s longest walking stick insect 
(22 inches) to the dwarf goby fish 
(one-third inch). Children will gain 
a better understanding of scale in 
studying and comparing these appeal-
ing, eye-catching spreads (several of 
which fold out), and four additional 
pages at the end feature small repro-
ductions of each animal paired with 
further information. This browser’s 
delight is a natural for science class or 
a math unit on measurement, and is 
perfect for sharing in groups.

Nikola-Lisa, W. Setting the Turkeys 
Free. Illus. by Ken Wilson-Max. 
2004. 32p. Hyperion/Jump at the 
Sun, $15.99 (0-7868-1952-9).

Preschool–Gr. 1. Nikola-Lisa takes 
the Thanksgiving-time practice of 
creating turkeys from handprints a 

step further in this joyful celebration 
of make-believe. A young African 
American boy shows readers how 
he can make a turkey. He then adds 
toothpicks, real feathers, glitter, and 
sequin eyes to his artful turkeys and 
corrals them in a Popsicle-stick fence. 
The conflict comes when Foxy the fox 
(Foxy happens to be the boy’s dog’s 
name, too) wants to eat the turkeys for 
dinner. How will the boy save them? 
This jubilant testament to the power 
of the imagination is marked by the 
narrator’s cheerful, authentic voice. 
(“Ha! Take that, you mean old fox.”) 
Wilson-Max’s buoyant, bold artwork 
shows the turkeys in all their sequined 
and glittery glory as they battle Foxy 
and win. Not just for Thanksgiving, 
this energetic read-aloud could be an 
inspiring precursor to an art activity.

Sierra, Judy. Wild about Books. Illus. 
by Marc Brown. 2004. 32p. Knopf, 
$16.95 (0-375-82538-X).

Preschool–Gr. 2. In this rollicking 
tribute to the late Theodore Geisel 
(better known as Dr. Seuss), Sierra’s 
bouncy rhymes tell what happens 
when librarian Molly McGrew ac-
cidentally drives her bookmobile into 
the zoo: “In a flash, every beast in 
the zoo was stampeding / To learn all 
about this new something called read-
ing.” Oversize rainbow-colored spreads 
by Brown (of Arthur fame) are chock-
full of animals ecstatically enjoying 
their books. As penguins, porcupines, 
hippos, and scorpions become readers, 

writers, poets, and critics, Molly soon 
sees that the zoo needs its own branch 
library, and she is happy to oblige. 
This joyful testimonial for libraries, 
books, and reading will have storytime 
listeners shouting, “Three cheers for 
the Zoobrary— / Hip, hip, hooray!”

Sís, Peter. The Train of States. 2004. 
64p. Greenwillow, $17.99 (0-06-
057838-6).

Gr. 2–6. Take one train of antique 
circus wagons, add the 50 states plus 
Washington, D.C., and top it off 
with Sís’ rich, multilayered artwork, 
and you have a fantastical parade that 
showcases American history and lore. 
A train conducted by Uncle Sam and 
an eagle approaches a school, and read-
ers become spectators along with the 
schoolchildren as each of the state wag-
ons passes by. A box below each wagon 
features state facts, including capital, 
tree, flower, bird, and an intriguing 
“fun fact.” Individual and ornate, 
the wagons themselves are drawn in 
fanciful detail and feature hints about 
other aspects of state history, which 
will inspire repeat viewings and could 
easily spark further research. A page 
of additional facts ends the book. Sís 
brings freshness, originality, and fun to 
this time-honored school subject.

Wells, Rosemary. My Kindergarten. 
2004. 96p. Hyperion, $16.99  
(0-7868-0833-0).

Preschool–Gr. 1. A cast of Wells’ 
appealing animal characters stars in 
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this charming overview of all things 
kindergarten. Along with her class-
mates, kindergartner Emily (of Wells’ 
Emily’s First 100 Days of School ) 
discovers new talents and interests as 
she learns about the alphabet, maps, 
holidays, weather, and more. Wells 
deftly highlights the kindergarten cur-
riculum through Emily’s experiences 
in both her classroom and her com-
munity of Cranberry Island, Maine, 
and subjects are covered in one or 
two pages chronologically through 
the school year, from “Being Thank-
ful” in November to “Poetry Day” in 
April. Perfect for browsing or sharing 
in pieces, this title gives young readers 
a warmhearted perspective on the joys 
of learning and discovery.

Novels

Constable, Kate. The Singer of All 
Songs. 2004. 304p. Scholastic/Arthur 
A. Levine, $16.95 (0-439-55478-0).

Gr. 7–10. This multifaceted fantasy 
is set in a world called Tremaris, 
which is populated by divided groups 
of chanters who each have a special 
power, including wind-working, 
ironcraft, and the craft of ice-call. 
An ice priestess named Calwyn leads 
a humdrum existence in an iso-
lated region called Taris, but when a 
stranger named Darrow manages to 
scale the sacred ice wall that protects 
her and the other priestesses, Calwyn’s 

life changes forever. Darrow is being 
pursued by an evil friend-turned-foe 
named Samis, who hopes to acquire 
all nine powers and thus gain total 
control of Tremaris. What follows is a 
suspenseful, page-turning adventure 
as Calwyn runs away from Taris with 
Darrow to help him gather together a 
group of chanters and outwit Samis. 
The first book in the Chanters of 
Tremaris trilogy, this well-drawn, en-
grossing tale will be a hit with fantasy 
fans.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bucking the 
Sarge. 2004. 272p. Random/Wendy 
Lamb, $15.95 (0-385-32307-7).

Gr. 6–9. Rooted in the hard reali-
ties of Flint, Michigan, Curtis’ come-
dy stars 15-year-old African American 
Luther T. Farrell, whose mother, the 
Sarge, is a fearsome, scheming loan 
shark and group-home owner. While 
Luther ruminates on his philosophy 
of life, attempts to impress his secret 
love at school, and tries to come up 
with a winning science fair project, he 
also single-handedly runs the Happy 
Neighbor Group Home for Men, 
serves as the clean-up crew after the 
Sarge’s thugs evict slum tenants, and 
helps his best friend convincingly 
injure himself in order to sue Taco 
Bell. Hilarious dialogue, imaginative 
characters, and a fully realized setting 
mark this entertaining coming-of-age 
story.

Hale, Marian. The Truth about Spar-
rows. 2004. 272p. Holt, $16.95  
(0-8050-7584-4).

Gr. 5–8. In 1933, 12-year-old 
Sadie Wynn and her family move 
from drought-stricken Missouri to 
the coast of Texas, where her dis-
abled father hopes to fish for a living. 
Biscuits and beans, canned duck, and 
fish keep the family going as they fix 
up a tiny one-room shack and Daddy 
makes plans to build a boat. Mean-
while Sadie struggles with her bitter-
ness at being separated from home 
and her best friend, Wilma, who also 
moved. But as her letters to Wilma 
go unanswered and the Wynns’ new 
neighbors become friends they can 
count on, Sadie starts to understand 
that home is wherever loved ones are. 
This stirring first-person Great De-
pression story effectively portrays one 
family’s everyday struggles to carry 
on despite the many obstacles against 
them.

Kadohata, Cynthia. Kira-Kira. 2004. 
256p. Simon & Schuster/Atheneum, 
$15.95 (0-689-85639-3).

Gr. 6–10. Eleven-year-old Katie 
is a Japanese American growing up 
in a small town in 1950s Georgia, 
where her parents work long hours 
in the local hatchery. Kira-kira means 
“glittering” in Japanese, and Katie’s 
older sister, Lynn, has always shown 
her how everyday things can be 
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kira-kira, even Kleenex or a blade 
of grass. Katie’s honest, funny voice 
distinguishes this poignant story of 
family love and loss, as Lynn becomes 
sick and is eventually diagnosed with 
lymphoma. As their parents work 
themselves to exhaustion to keep up 
with mounting medical bills, Katie 
and Lynn and their younger brother 
are increasingly left on their own, but 
despite the challenges of Lynn’s de-
cline, the family somehow manages to 
stay together. Katie’s painful maturing 
after Lynn dies is beautifully handled 
and emotionally satisfying, and will 
resonate with readers who have expe-
rienced loss in their own lives. 

Peck, Richard. The Teacher’s Funeral: 
A Comedy in Three Parts. 2004. 208p. 
Dial, $16.99 (0-8037-2736-4).

Gr. 5–8. This laugh-aloud histori-
cal novel tells of the disastrous con-
sequences when 15-year-old Russell 
Culver’s one-room-schoolhouse teacher 
ups and dies just before the start of 
the new school year—the conse-
quences being that Russell’s older sister 
Tansy takes up the pointer (from Miss 
Arbuckle’s coffin, no less) and takes 
over book-learning at Hominy Ridge 
School. Russell’s half-baked schemes 
to foil his sister’s plans of instruction 
are as hilarious and believable as the 
down-home dialogue and cast of sup-
porting characters. As in A Long Way 
from Chicago and A Year Down Yonder, 

Peck lovingly details a vanished way of 
life in twentieth-century rural America 
in this read-aloud treasure.

Schmidt, Gary D. Lizzie Bright and 
the Buckminster Boy. 2004. 224p. 
Clarion, $15 (0-618-43929-3).

Gr. 6–9. Turner Buckminster has 
not had a successful beginning in 
Phippsburg, Maine, where his father 
is the new pastor at the First Con-
gregational Church. Turner can play 
baseball as well as anyone else back in 
Boston, but nobody here pitches the 
way they’re supposed to. Worst of all, 
when Turner finally meets someone 
who could be a friend—a spunky Afri-
can American girl named Lizzie Bright 
who lives on neighboring Malaga 
Island—he soon realizes that it’s not 
fitting for them to be together. In fact, 
Phippsburg’s community leaders want 
to evict the residents of Malaga as part 
of their plan to turn the town into a 
resort destination. Based on Malaga’s 
actual destruction in 1912, this 
complex historical novel is by turns 
funny and tragic, and Turner’s earnest, 
memorable voice drives the story.

Van Draanen, Wendelin. Shredder-
man: Secret Identity. Illus. by Brian 
Biggs. 2004. 144p. Knopf, $12.95 
(0-375-82351-4).

Gr. 3–6. When his fifth-grade 
teacher, Mr. Green, assigns a month-
long writing project, Nolan, or “Nerd” 

to his classmates, decides to expose 
the class bully, Bubba Bixby. But after 
realizing what the consequences of his 
project would be (“When Bubba saw 
it, he’d pound me!”), Nolan adopts a 
secret identity—“Shredderman”—and 
creates a Web site devoted to Bubba 
and his many misdeeds. Accompanied 
by Biggs’ comics-inspired black-and-
white illustrations, this appealing story 
of self-empowerment and confidence-
building effectively shows how one 
person can make a positive difference 
in a group. This humorous book by 
the author of the popular Sammy 
Keyes mysteries is the first in a series 
that will continue Nolan’s adventures.

Wise, William. Christopher Mouse: 
The Tale of a Small Traveler. Illus. by 
Patrick Benson. 2004. 160p. Blooms-
bury, $15.95 (1-58234-878-2).

Gr. 3–5. In this charming, sus-
penseful memoir, Christopher is a 
white mouse who, with his beloved 
sister Anna, finds himself for sale in 
a pet store. After he is parted from 
Anna, Christopher loses heart over his 
prospects, but he is soon purchased 
by a kind-hearted boy named Freddy. 
When Christopher falls into the 
clutches of Freddy’s wicked classmate, 
he realizes he may come to a sad end 
unless he can manage a daring escape 
during a class field trip. Benson’s 
winsome artwork accompanies this 
well-crafted narration of the perils 
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and triumphs of a mouse’s life, and 
Christopher’s hinted reunion with his 
sister makes for a satisfying ending.

Poetry
 
George, Kristine O’Connell. Hum-
mingbird Nest: A Journal of Poems. 
Illus. by Barry Moser. 2004. 48p. 
Harcourt, $16 (0-15-202325-9).

K–Gr. 4. George began writing 
these spare, descriptive poems during 
the eight weeks that an Anna’s hum-
mingbird built a nest on her patio and 
hatched and raised two babies. De-
signed in the spirit of a nature journal, 
this evocative collection shows reac-
tions to the mother and her hatchlings 
from many viewpoints and through 
a variety of poetic structures. Moser’s 
watercolors match the understated 
quality of the poems and effectively 
portray just how delicate and small 
hummingbirds are. This successful 
blend of poetry and science features an 
author’s note, a section with additional 
information about hummingbirds, and 
a list of further reading aimed at the 
intended audience. 

Grandits, John. Technically, It’s Not 
My Fault: Concrete Poems. 2004. 48p. 
Clarion, $15 (0-618-42833-X).

Gr. 3–6. In these laugh-out-loud 
concrete poems, 11-year-old Robert 
describes the events of his life, from 

“The Autobiography of Murray the 
Fart,” which pictorially depicts a soda 
bubble’s journey from can to straw to 
air, to “Mom Says, ‘No New Pets!’” 
featuring various animal tombstones. 
Black and red type, an elaborate 
array of fonts, and occasional black 
marker drawings combine to show a 
wide range of what concrete or shape 
poems can consist of. Besides it’s win-
ning a natural audience with poetry 
fans, readers who profess to hate the 
genre will find this clever, hilarious 
collection impossible to resist.

Scieszka, Jon. Science Verse. Illus. 
by Lane Smith. 2004. 40p. Viking, 
$16.99 (0-670-91057-0).

Gr. 3–5. The creators of Math Curse  
are back with another zany foray into 
the classroom. This time a teacher 
(aptly named Mr. Newton) zaps one 
of his students with a curse of Science 
Verse. What follows is a series of poetic 
parodies on scientific topics, including 
send-ups of “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” and “Eenie, meanie, mynie, 
mo.” Readers may need to become 
acquainted with parodied poems such 
as “Jabberwocky” and “The Song of 
Hiawatha” before getting all the jokes, 
but even if the inspiration is unfamil-
iar, Scieszka’s verses still have plenty 
of surface-level fun. Smith’s inventive, 
textured artwork is as wacky as always. 
A CD narration packaged with the 

book includes sound effects and extra 
poems.

Myths and Folklore

Hamilton, Virginia. The People Could 
Fly: The Picture Book. Illus. by Leo 
& Diane Dillon. 2004. 40p. Knopf, 
$16.95 (0-375-82405-7).

Gr. 3–up. “They say the people 
could fly,” begins this mythical, 
moving tale originally published in 
Hamilton’s classic American black 
folktale collection (also called The 
People Could Fly). When the people 
were captured and crossed the sea on 
the slave ships, they shed their wings. 
“Say you couldn’t tell anymore one 
who could fly from one who couldn’t.” 
An old man named Toby is one of the 
ones who could fly, and when he sees 
the overseer whip both Sarah and the 
baby on her back, he whispers and 
sighs “words of ancient Africa.” What 
follows is a triumphant, spiritual soar-
ing to freedom, as first Sarah and her 
baby and then other slaves rise up and 
fly away, leaving the others behind. 
The Dillons’ richly hued pictures 
dramatically set the people who could 
fly against the heavens as they escape 
to a better place, while those who 
couldn’t fly look on in anguish. With 
an author’s note that provides further 
detail, this gorgeous edition of the 
folktale is faithful to the oral tradition 
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and is a beautiful tribute to the late 
Hamilton and her work.

Hodges, Margaret. Merlin and the 
Making of the King. Illus. by Trina 
Schart Hyman. 2004. 40p. Holiday, 
$16.95 (0-8234-1647-X).

Gr. 3–6. In this short, intimate vol-
ume, Hodges introduces young readers 
to the legends of King Arthur. Based 
on Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte 
d’Arthur and well suited for reading 
aloud, Hodges’ accessible, lyrical text 
is divided into three chapters—“The 
Sword in the Stone,” “Excalibur,” and 
“The Lady of the Lake”—and cap-
tures the magic of the stories without 
becoming overly caught up in details. 
Readers of all ages will relish Hyman’s 
lush full-page illustrations and decora-
tive borders, which mimic medieval 
illuminations in their rich shades of 
gold, green, red, and blue. This beauti-
fully rendered volume is a wonderful 
starting point for children who are 
unfamiliar with the world of Camelot.

McCaughrean, Geraldine. Odysseus. 
2004. 160p. Cricket, $15.95  
(0-8126-2721-0).

Gr. 4–8. Odysseus “longed for 
the rocky shores of Ithaca and for his 
dear wife Penelope, and for a sight of 
the son he had seen only as a baby.” 
With accessible, rhythmic language 
McCaughrean dramatically depicts 

Odysseus’ terrifying 10-year journey 
home from Troy and his encounters 
with horrific monsters and aveng-
ing gods, while also portraying the 
ever-patient Penelope, threatened by 
suitors, who waits and waits for her 
husband’s return. Violent and excit-
ing, this ancient adventure story begs 
to be read aloud and is the first in 
the planned Heroes series, which will 
feature upcoming titles on Hercules, 
Theseus, and Perseus.

Informational Books

Bang, Molly. My Light. 2004. 40p. 
Scholastic/Blue Sky, $16.95 (0-439-
48961-X).

Preschool–Gr. 2. Explaining where 
Earth’s energy comes from in a 40-
page picture book may seem like a 
daunting task, but Bang is equal to the 
challenge in this inviting introduction. 
The first-person narration from the 
sun’s point of view is accompanied by 
Bang’s vibrant full-page illustrations 
and provides a simple but thorough 
overview of energy’s constant changes 
in form. Without being named specifi-
cally, photosynthesis, hydroelectricity, 
solar energy, and fossil fuels are all 
covered, and energy is represented 
throughout by golden yellow dots 
traveling through plants, water, air, 
and earth. Four pages of back matter 
supply additional detailed informa-

tion. There are very few engaging, 
well-conceived titles about electricity 
for younger readers, and Bang’s picture 
book is a welcome addition.

Blacklock, Dyan. The Roman Army. 
Illus. by David Kennett. 2004. 48p. 
Walker, $17.95 (0-8027-8896-3).

Gr. 4–7. Graphic novel–in-
spired illustrations distinguish this 
information-packed exploration 
of the Roman army. The dynamic, 
detailed art informs readers as much 
as the text and features up-close dia-
grams of soldiers’ uniforms and cross 
sections of weapons, as well as wide-
angle views of an army camp and 
a spread of a gory battle. The roles 
of the Roman legions, cavalry, and 
auxiliaries are clearly explained, and 
what comes through most is the back-
breaking work behind Roman soldier-
ing, much of it off the battlefield. An 
excellent pick for report writing, this 
informative title gives valuable insight 
on how the Romans maintained their 
vast empire and will add spark to a 
study of ancient civilizations.

Ellis, Deborah. Three Wishes: Palestin-
ian and Israeli Children Speak. 2004. 
112p. Groundwood, $16.95  
(0-88899-554-7).

Gr. 6–up. This series of short 
interviews conducted with Palestin-
ian and Israeli children during 2002 
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shows the devastating effects of war on 
civilians in a personal, up-close way. A 
12-year-old Israeli boy worries about 
his future mandatory army service, and 
an Israeli girl says, “Often when I walk 
past parked cars . . . I wonder if one 
will blow up beside me.” A Palestin-
ian girl hasn’t seen her grandparents in 
two years because Israeli checkpoints 
separate the family, and a 12-year-old 
Palestinian boy tells of being shot in 
both legs by soldiers. As an introduc-
tion to the long, bloody conflict, these 
are hard-hitting snapshots of the dif-
ficulties and horror young people in Is-
rael and the Palestinian territories face 
every day, and can inspire in-depth dis-
cussion and debate in the classroom, 
especially if used in conjunction with 
current news reports. While there is 
not a lot of hope in this book, which is 
sprinkled with black-and-white photo-
graphs and includes an age-appropriate 
list for further reading, some of the 
children state with realism that each 
side must give up something for the 
conflict to be resolved.

Goodman, Susan E. Skyscraper: From 
the Ground Up. Photos by Michael J. 
Doolittle. 2004. 40p. Knopf, $16.95 
(0-375-81309-8).

Gr. 2–5. This outstanding photo-
essay profiles the construction of a 
52-story New York City skyscraper 
(which happens to be the new home of 

Random House, the publisher of the 
book). Goodman’s compelling writing 
pulls readers in, with tidbits such as 
the fact that the building will weigh 
200 million pounds upon completion, 
and that some workers wear 50 pounds 
of equipment as they climb the beams 
and columns. With clear explanations 
of the role of the architect, engineers, 
signalmen, foremen, ironworkers, and 
others, the text also includes quotes 
from the workers themselves: “If you’re 
afraid of heights, this ain’t for you.” 
Doolittle’s excellent photos of the 
workers silhouetted against the skyline 
help make the incredible heights 
real, and close-up images of cement-
encrusted work boots, buckets of bolts, 
and the building’s massive electrical 
and mechanical systems give a sense of 
the project’s immense scope. In addi-
tion to a helpful glossary at the end, a 
revealing world map pinpoints where 
various materials for the building 
were manufactured. After reading this 
exciting title, children will never walk 
past another construction site without 
taking a second look.

Leedy, Loreen. Look at My Book: How 
Kids Can Write and Illustrate Terrific 
Books. 2004. 32p. Holiday, $16.95 
(0-8234-1590-2).

K–Gr. 3. The author of Measuring 
Penny and Postcards from Pluto tackles 
bookmaking in this lighthearted, 

comprehensive guide. A boy, a girl, 
and a dog are the author-illustrators 
here, and together they take read-
ers through all the stages of writing 
and producing a book, including 
brainstorming, researching, creat-
ing characters and settings, revising, 
and more. The winsome illustrations 
feature plenty of dialogue balloons 
and captions, and each double-page 
spread covers one topic, making 
this ideal for sharing in stages in the 
classroom. A page of further age-
appropriate resources rounds out this 
useful, appealing title.

Marx, Trish. Everglades Forever: Restor-
ing America’s Great Wetland. Photos by 
Cindy Karp. 2004. 40p. Lee & Low, 
$17.95 (1-58430-164-3).

Gr. 2–5. Every year at Avocado El-
ementary School in Homestead, Flor-
ida, Ms. Stone’s fifth-grade students 
do an in-depth unit on the nearby 
Everglades, as this intriguing photo-
essay chronicles. First a team of four 
students volunteers to take a week-
end trip to the northern part of this 
wetland system, where they find out 
about the region’s many environmen-
tal challenges and learn how native 
Miccosukees live in the area. Once 
the group reports back to the class on 
what they’ve learned, Ms. Stone takes 
all the students on a field trip to the 
national park. Karp’s eye-catching, 



B o o k  L i n k s     J a n u a r y  2 0 0 5 17

full-color photographs of the chil-
dren, the wildlife, and the landscapes 
set this title apart. An author’s note 
gives additional information about 
the future of the Everglades, and a 
list for further reading and a glossary 
are also provided. This is an excel-
lent resource for demonstrating how 
children can become involved in the 
environment of their own backyard.

McWhorter, Diane. A Dream of Free-
dom: The Civil Rights Movement from 
1954 to 1968. 2004. 160p. Scholastic 
Nonfiction, $19.95 (0-439-57678-4).

Gr. 6–9. The Pulitzer Prize winner 
for her adult civil rights history Carry 
Me Home starts off this spaciously 
designed overview for children with 
a personal introduction. Growing up 
in 1960s Birmingham, McWhorter 
thought of herself as a white suprema-
cist, but one who wasn’t prejudiced 
against African Americans. She says, 
“If you were white, you accepted that 
your black housekeeper—even though 
she took care of you like a second 
mother—had a separate, plastic drink-
ing cup in the pantry.” As an adult, 
McWhorter left her racist attitudes be-
hind and spent almost 20 years writing 
about the civil rights movement. With 
dramatic black-and-white photos on 
every spread, this impressive volume 
gives a year-by-year account that plain-

ly outlines the movement’s triumphs, 
tragedies, and turning points, as well 
as the divisions that eventually led to a 
“loss of innocence” and events such as 
the riots in Watts. McWhorter doesn’t 
shy away from portraying Martin 
Luther King Jr. as a human with fail-
ings, and she also shows the racist side 
of the North, particularly in Chicago, 
where King’s 1966 marches led to riots 
by thousands of whites. Fascinating 
and compelling, this must-have vol-
ume will enlighten readers on a pivotal 
period in American history.

Rockwell, Lizzy. The Busy Body Book: 
A Kid’s Guide to Fitness. 2004. 40p. 
Crown, $15.95 (0-375-82203-8).

 Preschool–Gr. 3. With obesity 
among children on the rise, this cheer-
ful guide to the human body aims to 
motivate young readers to get off the 
couch and become more active. The 
introductory pages depict a multicul-
tural cast demonstrating a wide variety 
of exercises and activities. Subsequent 
spreads pair a typical activity in a child’s 
life (Frisbee playing, for example) with 
a colorful diagram of an anatomical 
system featuring simple facts, such 
as “You are made up of 206 bones.” 
Along the way Rockwell covers healthy 
eating and the importance of rest in 
building strength. A concluding “Get-
ting Busy!” section offers suggestions 

for smart exercising, and a final page 
for parents and teachers encourages 
them to set examples of healthy living.

Warren, Andrea. Escape from Saigon: 
How a Vietnam War Orphan Became 
an American Boy. 2004. 128p. Farrar/
Melanie Kroupa, $17 (0-374-32224-4).

Gr. 5–up. Heart-wrenching, stir-
ring, and uplifting, this gripping 
narrative follows an Amerasian boy 
named Long, growing up during the 
Vietnam War, whose grandmother 
makes the difficult decision to give 
him up to a Saigon orphanage, hop-
ing he’ll find a new home abroad. 
Warren juxtaposes background about 
the war with Long’s early memories 
of his life in the countryside and in 
the slums of Saigon. As the North 
Vietnamese close in on the capital, 
the courageous staff at Long’s orphan-
age desperately try to arrange a near-
impossible evacuation of hundreds 
of children in their care. As much 
a chronicle of the heroic Operation 
Babylift rescue effort (which Warren’s 
own adopted daughter was part of ) 
as it is an account of Long’s years in 
Vietnam and his new life with his 
American family, this page-turner will 
keep readers riveted. Black-and-white 
photos, a list of sources, suggestions 
for further reading, and an index are 
included. 


