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Growing Up in Australia and 
New Zealand 

 
 
 

Australia 
 

Baker, Jeannie. Home. Illus. by author. Greenwillow, 2004. 
PreS-Gr. 1. In this wordless picture book, views through a window show a girl and her 
neighborhood changing as she grows older. Jeannie Baker’s richly textured collages depict 
the transformation of the community from run-down to pleasant green space through efforts 
like a community garden of native plants. Jeannie Baker lives in Australia. 

 
French, Simon. Where in the World. Peachtree, 2003. 

Gr. 4-7. Ari’s grandfather first taught him to play the violin when he was a young child in 
Germany. Now living in small-town Australia behind a café run by his mother and stepfather, 
Ari’s music helps him stay connected to his grandfather and to the rest of his family. Simon 
French lives in Sydney. 

 
Germein, Katrina. Big Rain Coming. Illus. by Bronwyn Bancroft. Clarion, 1999. 
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PreS-K. An Aboriginal community passes the time in different ways while waiting for the 
rain to come. Bronwyn Bancroft’s paintings incorporate traditional Aboriginal art techniques. 
Katrina Germein lives in Australia and worked in the Minyerri community. Bronwyn 
Bancroft, who has Bunjalung heritage, also lives in Australia. 
 

Gleitzman, Morris. Belly Flop. Pan MacMillan, 1996. 
Gr. 5-6. An eight-year drought has devastated Mitch’s small town, and his father’s job as 
bank manager is to evict nearly everyone in the area from their farms. Now the least popular 
kid in school, Mitch must rely on his wild imagination and a little help from his guardian 
angel, Doug, to keep safe and to save the town. Morris Gleitzman lives in Australia. 

 
Hirsch, Odo. Something’s Fishy, Hazel Green. Bloomsbury, 2005.  

Gr. 3-6. In this sequel to Hazel Green, Hazel and her friend, the Yak, solve a mystery 
involving a shopkeeper on the ground floor of their apartment building. When king lobsters 
are stolen from Mr. Petruscsa,, he becomes depressed. In the end, Hazel realizes that he is 
afraid his illiteracy will be exposed, and she insists on teaching him to read. Odo Hirsch lives 
in Australia.  

 
Honey, Elizabeth. Don’t Pat the Wombat! Alfred A. Knopf, 2000.  

Gr. 4-6. When Mark’s class goes to camp, he and his friends expect a fun week--until their 
teacher, Brian Cromwell (A.K.A. The Bomb) arrives unexpectedly. Although their focus is 
on escaping The Bomb’s attention, Mark’s group still find ways to enjoy camp and 
alternately amuse and infuriate their classmates and teachers. Elizabeth Honey lives in 
Melbourne. 

 
Honey, Elizabeth. Fiddleback. Alfred A. Knopf, 2001. 

Gr. 4-6. Twelve-year-old Henni writes and illustrates the story of how five kids, seven adults, 
and one dog survive a “cramping” trip in the Australian outback. When someone seems to be 
stealing their food, they wonder if it could be the Sugar Gliders, a possum, or the Dulugar. 

 
Lester, Allison. Are We There Yet? A Journey Around Australia. Illus. by author. Kane/Miller, 
2005. 

Gr. K-4. Grace and her family set off from their home in South Australia to explore the 
whole country in their camper trailer. As they travel and enjoy the country’s diverse 
landscapes and cultures, they join in the regular pastimes of the family and friends they visit. 
Alison Lester lives in the Australian state of Victoria.  

 
Lester, Allison. Ernie Dances to the Didgeridoo. Illus. by author. Walter Lorraine/Houghton 
Mifflin, 2000. 

PreS-Gr.1. When Ernie’s parents move to work for a year in Arnhem Land, the Aboriginal 
land in northern Australia, he writes his friends at home with news of how  he and his new 
friends play and work during the six seasons there.    

 
Lester, Alison. The Snow Pony. Walter Lorraine/Houghton Mifflin, 2003. 

Gr. 6-8. Dusty Riley comes from a ranching family that has been nearly bankrupted and 
driven apart by a severe drought. She escapes from her troubles by showjumping her horse, 
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the Snow Pony. When a violent encounter disrupts the winter cattle muster, Dusty finds that 
only she and her horse can save her father.   

 
Moriarty, Jacklyn. The Year of Secret Assignments. Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic, 2004. 

Gr. 7-9. A penpal program between rival Sydney schools sounds like a terrible idea to Lydia, 
Emily, and Cassie. Lydia and Emily find themselves writing to surprisingly friendly boys, 
and have to team up with them to help rescue Cassie from her unsettling letters. Jacklyn 
Moriarty lives in Sydney and Montreal. 

 
 

New Zealand 
 
Cowley, Joy. The Video Shop Sparrow. Illus. by Gavin Bishop. Boyds Mills, 1999. 

K-Gr. 3. When George and Harry skateboard to the video shop, they see a sparrow trapped 
inside the closed shop. Their pleas to adults to rescue the bird gain no response until they 
meet their mayor. Watercolor with pen and ink illustrations portray the boys on their 
skateboards, a summery Christmas/New Year setting, and the boys' efforts. Both the author 
and illustrator live in New Zealand. 

 
Hill, David. Time Out. Cricket Books, 2001. 

Gr. 7-9. Unpopular at school and unhappy about his parents’ divorce, Kit finds calm in 
running. An accident on a rural road seems to send him into a parallel universe, where he is 
the star of the school’s cross-country team. As he adjusts to the small changes in his 
otherwise familiar country town, he finds himself increasingly desperate to get back home. 
David Hill lives in New Zealand. 

 
Mahy, Margaret. The Other Side of Silence. Viking, 1995. 

Gr. 6-9. Hero has two lives: her real life with her overachieving family, uneasy in their new 
suburban home; and her true life exploring the treetop forest of a nearby mansion. Her oldest 
sister’s return home and a chance encounter with the mansion’s owner merge Hero’s lives 
and force her out of her elective mutism. Margaret Mahy lives in New Zealand. 

 
Mahy, Margaret. A Summery Saturday Morning. Illus. by Selina Young. Viking, 1998. 

PreS-K. A group of friends walk their dogs down to the sea, but when a gaggle of geese 
appear, their peaceful Saturday turns into chaos. The illustrations show the seaside town and 
families enjoying the shore. Selina Young lives in New Zealand. 

 
McKay, Sandy. Recycled. Longacre, 2001.  

Gr. 5-7. When Col’s teacher begins a class recycling project, Col is eager to get his family 
involved. The project doesn’t run smoothly, and Col finds himself up against his family’s and 
his South Island town’s indifference about the environment and their opposition to the area’s 
only recycling plant. Sandy McKay lives in New Zealand. 
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Growing Up Around the World: Books as Passports to Global Understanding for Children in 
the United States is a project of the International Relations Committee of the Association for 
Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association. We undertook this 
project in memory of Zena Sutherland, a past International Relations Committee member with a 
longstanding commitment to high standards for children’s books and to understanding other 
cultures around the world. 
 
Through Growing Up Around the World, we hope to make books that accurately depict  
contemporary life in other countries more widely available to American children. The project 
includes bibliographies representing five regions: Africa; the Americas; Asia and the Middle 
East; Australia and New Zealand; and Europe.  
 
Because the primary goal of the project is to identify fiction and nonfiction that will help young 
people in the United States understand the lives of children living in other countries today, the 
bibliographies virtually exclude genres such as fantasy and historical fiction. Rather than 
including the best books about other countries written by outsiders to those countries, the list 
seeks to identify children’s books written or illustrated by people  have lived for at least two 
years within those cultures. With very few exceptions, we limit the lists to books written in the 
last ten years and currently available in the United States. From time to time, the lists may be 
updated on the ALSC Web site. 
  
We gratefully acknowledge assistance given by leaders and members of organizations such as 
the United States Board on Books for Young People (USBBY) and the Cooperative Children’s 
Book Center (CCBC) as well as individual librarians and children’s literature specialists across 
the country and around the world. 
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