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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2@80®9RA) offers libraries many
opportunities — and challenges — to obtain newstione funds for library services projects to
support the goals of the ARRA. The Act broadlyvides for several categories of funds — the
three most important for libraries include the ltmend programs, state stabilization funds and
the “Senior Community Service Employment Program.”

At this point in time, one of the biggest opporties for libraries lies in the broadband stimulus
funds to be administered by the National Telecompations and Information Administration
(NTIA) in the U.S. Department of Commerce and thedR Utilities Service (RUS) in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. It's not too early tiad gathering information and developing
strategies to assure that libraries are readyrtecipate in these programs, even though many
details about the application processes have rndiegn determined.

The Opportunities

$7.2 Billion for Broadband Programs

There are tremendous opportunities for librarielsaoefit from the broadband provisions of the
ARRA. $4.5 billion has been designated for the dl@i Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) and $2.5 billion for the Rurdtilities Service (RUS), which includes no
less than $200 million set aside for community cotimy centers, including public libraries and
community colleges. Unfortunately, specific det@bout these grant or loan programs are not
yet defined.

$53.6 Billion for the State Stabilization Fund

The purpose of this fund is to provide fiscal rel@the states to prevent tax increases and
cutbacks to critical services. The ARRA directsgmors to use 81.8 percent of the state’s
allocation to support elementary, secondary anderigducation. This funding is flexible and the
control rests in the hands of the governor as o the funding is allocated in the state. New
construction is excluded; repairing or modernizingdings is not.

$120 Million for the Senior Community Service Emplgment Program

This funding will provide community service jobsrainprofit and public facilities, including
libraries, for an additional 24,000 older AmericalRsogram participants are placed in a wide
variety of community service positions and pubdicifities, including public and higher
education institutions. In most states, the govehas selected the State Office on Aging to
administer the program.
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TEN THINGS YOU CAN DO ...
TO GET BROADBAND STIMULUS FUNDING FOR YOUR
LIBRARY

P Assess your library’s telecommunications servicesnd identify future needs.

Think about the library services that can be enbdiy broadband applications. Focus
especially on your library’s role in helping peoplkn new job and career skills, search
for and apply for new jobs and support small busses. Also start to identify resource
people who might work with you to develop propogal8iTIA and RUS.

» Inventory the connectivity at your library and in the surrounding community.
What types of telecommunications services are effe\What providers serve your
library and your community, campus or school? Wdratyour patrons’ needs? [E-rate
recipients: Build on your tech plans and otherudesg of your E-rate applications.]

» Talk with your campus or school administrators, I@¢al government officials,

library boards, the governor’s office and the statdibrary agency in your state.What
plans do they have for broadband and the ARRA? yill have to work through them or
will your library be able to apply directly for ARRRprograms? Check out their Web
sites. Connect with your state library agency, @gyonal and/or multi-type library
cooperatives to find out what they are doing.

» Think creatively, collaboratively and aggregate Contact other libraries as well as
other institutions in your community to find out atithey may be planning. Can you
work together to aggregate demand for broadband@Adearn more about what others
are doing, identify potential models that you manwto adapt for your community.

» Working with the key administrators in your organization, contact potential
partners — public and private. Talk to phone companies cable providers, ISPs aed e
power companies. Ask about their plans and needs explaining to them how your
library utilizes telecommunications and why expahtieoadband services for libraries
will help the whole community. Push for “fiber tioe library” and other advanced
technologies. Think of your library as an anclesraint in your community’s broadband
network.



P Identify the job/career, employment and small busiess needs and resources in
your community. While you are doing this research, share infornmaébout how your
library is already helping people find and train jabs, learn new career skills and serve
small businesses. Describe how broadband will exyanr services for “recovery and
reinvestment.”

p Start thinking about “sustainability.” What will your library need to make sure that
your broadband services are stable and robust?/dlilheed other human and software
resources? (Although undetermined at this time,esparts of the NTIA and RUS
programs magupport “non-technology” resources.) Start striaiag now to obtain

local funding for long-term continuation of proje@nd services started under ARRA
grants.

P Stay up-to-date on the status of ARRA programsMonitor the ALA Web site
www.ala.org/knowyourstimulus/. As details become available, more information wil
be added to the web site — so please check often!

» Think BIG! Even a small fraction of $7.2 billion dollars isoh of money. We know
that libraries need broadband to serve our uséis ARRA is a one-time opportunity to
advance broadband build out to the underservedjriberved and “special populations.”
Libraries potentially fit into several parts of tNFIA and RUS programs. Think “fiber
and other technologies to the library.”

» Finally, say “thank you” to your U.S. senators andcongressional representatives
for passing the ARRA. Make sure to keep them informed about your libsswvices
related to job growth and employment informatioand share with them your concepts
for ARRA grant applications and broadband deployim&mphasize how your library
services promote new jobs and employment skillsexample, through information and
Internet literacy training.

Please be check out the ALA Washington Office blog: District Dispatch at
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/
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