Access to Library Resources and Services Regardless of Sex, Gender
Identity, Gender Expression, or Sexual Orientation

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights

American libraries exist and function within thentext of a body of laws derived from the
United States Constitution, including the First Ardment. The.ibrary Bill of Rights embodies
the basic policies that guide libraries in the gmn of services, materials, and programs.

In the preamble to itsibrary Bill of Rights, the American Library Association affirms traht
libraries are forums for information and ideas.sltwncept oforum and its accompanying
principle ofinclusiveness pervade all six Articles of thieibrary Bill of Rights.

The American Library Association stringently andeguaivocally maintains that libraries and
librarians have an obligation to resist efforts thystematically exclude materials dealing with
any subject matter, including sex, gender idengjgnder expression, or sexual orientation:

- Atrticle | of theLibrary Bill of Rights states that "Materials should not be excluded
because of the origin, background, or views of ¢hamntributing to their creation.” The
Association affirms that books and other mategalsiing from gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and/or transgendered presses; gay, lesbian, bisexdér transgendered authors or other
creators; and materials regardless of format afiges dealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual
and/or transgendered life are protected byLibeary Bill of Rights. Librarians are
obligated by the.ibrary Bill of Rights to endeavor to select materials without regard to
the sex, gender identity, gender expression, aradexientation of their creators by
using the criteria identified in their written, apped selection policieALA policy
53.1.5.

« Atrticle Il maintains that "Libraries should provideaterials and information presenting
all points of view on current and historical issudaterials should not be proscribed or
removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapptovidrary services, materials, and
programs representing diverse points of view on gerder identity, gender expression,
or sexual orientation should be considered forlpase and inclusion in library
collections and programs. (ALA policié8.1.1 53.1.9 and53.1.1). The Association
affirms that attempts to proscribe or remove matewealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and/or transgendered life without regard to thetemi approved selection policy violate
this tenet and constitute censorship.

« Articles lll and IV mandate that libraries "chalggcensorship” and cooperate with those
"resisting abridgement of free expression and &i@mess to ideas.”

- Article V holds that "A person's right to use aréity should not be denied or abridged
because of origin, age, background or views." &Library Bill of Rights and all its
Interpretations, it is intended that: "origin" engoasses all the characteristics of
individuals that are inherent in the circumstanafetheir birth; "age" encompasses all the
characteristics of individuals that are inhererthigir levels of development and



maturity; "background" encompasses all the chanatites of individuals that are a result
of their life experiences; and "views" encompasdkethe opinions and beliefs held and
expressed by individuals. Therefore, Article VieéLibrary Bill of Rights mandates that
library services, materials, and programs be abklto all members of the community
the library serves, without regard to sex, gendeniity, gender expression, or sexual
orientation. This includes providing youth with cprahensive sex education literature
(ALA Policy 52.5.9.

« Article VI maintains that "Libraries which make el spaces and meeting rooms
available to the public they serve should make g$acitities available on an equitable
basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliationsnofividuals or groups requesting their
use." This protection extends to all groups and bemof the community the library
serves, without regard to sex, gender identitydgeexpression, or sexual orientation.

The American Library Association holds that angiaipt, be it legal or extra-legal, to regulate or
suppress library services, materials, or programst ine resisted in order that protected
expression is not abridged. Librarians have a geif@al obligation to ensure that all library
users have free and equal access to the entire cddifprary services, materials, and programs.
Therefore, the Association strongly opposes anyretd limit access to information and ideas.
The Association also encourages librarians to pingelg support the First Amendment rights of
all library users, regardless of sex, gender it\ergiender expression, or sexual orientation.
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