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LABELS AND RATING SY STEMS

Labeling and Rating Systems

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights

Libraries do not advocate the ideas found in tbeliections or in resources accessible througtilthary. -The

presence of books and other resources in a lild@eg not indicate endorsement of their contenthéyibrary.

Likewise, theability-for-tibraryuserstoe-providingaccessleetronicto digital informationusingtibrary
eomputers-does not indicate endorsement or approval of tifatmation by the library.Labeling and rating

systems present distinct challenges to theseetethl freedom principles.

Labels

Labels on library materials may be viewpoint-nelutiieectional aidshat-designed tsave the time of users, or they
may be attempts to prejudice or discourage usemsstrict their access to materiald/hen labeling is an attempt to

prejudice attitudes, it is@nse+rscensor'tool- The American Library Association opposes labelisga means of

predisposingseepte’speople'sattitudes toward library materials.

Prejudicial labels are designed to restrict acdessed on a value judgment that the content, lajgyoathemes of
the material, or the background or views of thetrgs) of the material, render it inappropriateffensive for all
or certain groups of users. The prejudicial labalsed to warn, discourage or prohibit users dairegroups of
users from accessing the materi8lich labels may be usedrmmeveplacematerialsrom-epen-shelreste-in

restricted locations where access depends onistaffention.

Viewpoint-neutral directional aids facilitate acsds/ making it easier for users to locate materidilse materials
are housed on open shelves and are equally adeetssddl users, who may choose to consult or igribe

directional aids at their own discretion.
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Directional aids can have the effect of prejuditadlels when their implementation becomes prosedptther than
descriptive-When directional aids are used to forbid accede suggest moral or doctrinal endorsement, theceffe

is the same as prejudicial labeling.

PedingSysterns

A-variety-efMany organizationgpremulgate-userating systems as a means of advising either thembers or the
general publieenecerning-theirregarding the organizationepinions of the contents and suitability or appiate

age for use of certain books, films, recordingsp\Wies gamesor other materialsThe adoption, enforcement, or
endorsement of any of these rating systemihbg library violates theéibrery-Bitl-of-Rights—Library Bill of
Rights.

Adopting such systems into law library policymay be unconstitutionallf sueh-legistatien-ispassedlabeling or
rating systems are mandated by l¢le library should seek legal advice regardiregdh-slaw's applicability to

library operations.

Publishers-industry-groupsand-distributerssemetimes-add-Libraries acquire resources that includéngs
to-materialerineludethem-as part of their packaging. Librarians shouldemdorsesuch-practices:

Heweverthe inclusion of such rating systems; howevemoving or destroyingseh-the ratings—if placed there

by, or with permission of, the copyright holdecould constitute expurgation (sEBesurgation-efLibrary
Meaterials—Aninterpretation-of- the-Library-Billof Rightsy—Expurgation of Library Materials. An

Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights).

Prejudicial labeling and ratings presuppose thsterce of individuals or groups with wisdom to deti@e by

authority what is good or bad for others. Theypppose that individuals must be directed in makingheir

minds about the ideas they examine. The Ameridaraty Association affirms the rights of individsab form

their own opinions about resources they choosedd pr view.

Adopted July 13, 1951, by the ALA Council; amendede 25, 1971; July 1, 1981; June 26, 1990; Jarifary
2005.



