	                           Print Awareness                     PA
Print awareness includes understanding concepts about books: the front and back cover, the title, the author (writer) and the illustrator (made the pictures).
Also understands reading top to bottom and left to right and can tell the difference between fiction (made up) and non-fiction (true) types of books
	Encourage your children to have fun “acting out” parts of the story.  They could also use some props from around the house like hats, dolls, etc. or puppets.

	To engage your children in the story while reading, try to vary your voice by using a higher or lower voice, louder or softer, etc. according to what is happening in the story.  You can also speed up or slow down how your read parts of the stories to match the action in the story.

	    After reading a story with your children, have them draw a picture of their favorite part and tell you about it.   Ask questions to help them develop language and vocabulary, such as “Why is this your favorite part?” and “What things have you included in your picture from the story?”  Be positive about their efforts.


	Show your child the beginning and end of sentences.  You could use removable green and red dots—green for the start of the sentence and red for the end of the sentence.  Have your child show you where they think you should put the dots and help them find the correct places if necessary.


	When reading stories, don’t forget to ask some predicting questions, such as “What do you think will happen next?”  or “What do you think ________

will do?” 



	Choose a variety of books to read with your children; stories, poetry and non-fiction (“true” books).  Older preschoolers especially will enjoy longer and sillier stories and poems and learning about real things like bugs, flowers, trucks, dinosaurs, etc.

	Point to the words in the title of the book as you read them.

	Occasionally let the children choose the book you will read together, even if it is the same one you’ve already read to them many times.

	Help the children clap syllables in rhymes and stories.  For example, this title would look like this when clapping the syllables  “ How(clap) Do(clap) Din(clap) o (clap) saurs (clap)  Say (clap) Good (clap)
Night?(clap)


	 After reading a story, ask children questions to help them remember and think about what you read.  For example:  

   “Would you choose ______________  to be your

                              (main character’s name)

friend?        Why?    Or “Why not?”
	After you finish a story that has good simple rhyming words, go back and point to the rhyming words and say them for the children.  Have them repeat the words that rhyme with you.  Preschoolers can then have fun making up silly rhyming words to go with the ones in the book.


