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                                                                                                                                 December, 2005  
 

Dear  Wo rksho p Pa rticipa n t:  
 
W e hope you  a re  enj oying the m any  boo ks  and ac tiviti es fr om the  R eady  a t Fiv e 
kit  w ith your children .  W e ar e  e xcited to  al so  be  able to  send y ou  tw o puppet s  
to ad d  t o  the fun  as you  an d  yo ur children  engag e  in  p re -readin g  a ct ivities.  
 

                     
 
Puppe ts ar e fascin a ting to childre n .  Th ey know th a t pupp e ts  ar e  no t alive,  ye t 
the y o ften  lis ten t o  and talk wit h  them  as  if  they are real .  Your  pupp e ts ma y b e 
used in  ma ny w ays t o  pr omot e  school  readine ss  skills:  
 

�  Children ca n  m ake  up  s to rie s  o r r e tell  s torie s  read t o  th em f or yo u  a nd/or 
other  children (builds critica l lang uage,  reading  an d c omm unicatio n 
skills � ora l language)  

 
�  Children ca n  us e  thei r  imagin a tio n  and  enj oy the  puppe ts  durin g  m ak e 

believe play  
 

�  You can  use  a pupp e t to  eng age  a child  in  conv ers a tions (oppo rtuni ty to 
discus s  thei r  feelings , fe a rs , ange r, sharing , e tc.)  

 
�  Have  fun  w ith  puppe ts  as childre n preten d  to  be th e  animal  in  son gs or 

rhym es tha t yo u sha re  (For  exa m ple:  �Old MacDonal d had  a  Fa rm Ó or 
� Thre e  Li ttle Pigs Blues Ó b y Greg and  S tev e on thei r  CD  � Playing 
Favor ites Ó whic h  is available fro m  the  library)  

 
�  Read f ictio n  or  non-fi c tion  book s  togethe r abou t the two  an imal s  yo ur 

puppet s  repr esen t, i .e .  co w , bear , duck , pig , frog , e tc. Le t yo ur chil d 
preten d  to  be th e  animal while  us ing  the  pupp e t.  

 

 
                                                                                                                                                        January ,  2006  
 
 
Dear  Work sho p Parti ci pa nt:  
 
Ha pp y 2006!    W e hop e y ou r new  ye ar is  sta rti ng off w ell  a nd that y ou and  y our  c hild re n 
w ill  ha v e a fun -fil led 2 0 06.  W e are enc losin g two  it em s w ith this ne w s lett er:  a Co m mu nity 
Help e rs bo o k fro m M ail b ox that w ill  a dd a dditi onal  ide as  to th e R ead y  a t Fi ve  c ard s and  the 
activit ies  in  the box  y ou  re ceiv e d at the train ing .  C om mu nity  H elpers  of fers m a ny 
sug gest ions f o r w ays  to help  yo ur chi ldren e x plore  th eir  w or ld and th e  s ervic es that p eop le 
prov ide  all ar o und the m.  W e are als o enclos ing a  CD , M y  Fav orit e  Kids o ngs  C ollect ion          
that  c onta ins  the  son g �D o wn  by th e Bay Ó me ntio ned  in one  of th e a ct ivitie s  s ugge sted by  
Elaine  fo r incre asing  phon olog ica l awar ene s s .  The  C D  inc lud e s ma ny  oth er terrific 
son gs w ith rhymes  and  fun rhythm s tha t your c hild ren c an  us e s car v es a n d in s trum ents 
w ith  to enjo y m usic  a nd r h ym ing.  
This  ne w slet ter  incl ude s :  

�  a gre etin g from  th e P roject Dir e ct or,  
�  info rmati on abo ut the  Pro fessi o nal  C re dit,   
�  a s am pl ing of  com m ents fr o m w orksh op  p artic ipants ab out  the ir ex pe rience s  s o fa r   
�  sug ges ted activit ies  for bui ldi n g p hono logica l a w ar ene s s 
�  a s am ple list  of  boo ks a vail abl e  from  the  C a rrol l C ount y  Publi c  L ibra ry br anc h lea rni ng 

res our ce  s hel ves.  
W e h op e  that  the  inf or m at ion  w e sha re th rou gh  the s e new sle tters  w ill p rovi de you  w ith 
addit ional  idea s  for fu n w ith you r chi ldren , and we en co urage y ou t o a dd them  to  y our 
no teb ook for fu ture ref erence .  R em e mbe r, rep et it ion  is an  im portant p art of  the  learni ng 
pro cess a n d if  c hil d re n e njo y an activ ity, the y w ill  c ont inue  to have fu n  a nd  lea rn as  i t is  
re pea ted.  
 
From the Proje ct Direc tor:  
 
Th ank  you  for  tak ing th e time  in  rece nt w eeks  to  sp eak  to  me  o n  the  p h one  and  re flect  o n  how 
thi ngs  are  go ing  with th e proj ect.   I wa n te d to  sha re  some  of  your  pos itive  comments and  cre ative 
ideas in  this newsl etter.   It  is  an  ho n or  to  w ork  w ith  su ch  an  incr edib le  gr o u p  of  chil d care  
profes s io nals!   
 
Elaine, C onn ie  and  I  are  here  to be a  res ou rce  for  yo u.   Plea se donÕt he s ita te  to  call  on  us  i f you 
have  que sti o ns or  idea s to share.    
 
Dorothy S toltz  
Outrea ch  Services  M an ager  
410 -386-44 50,  x7 33     
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Level 1: Early Emergent Š Exploration 

Children explore books, play with sounds, look at and handle letters, and use 

words to convey ideas and experiences. 

Level 2: Emergent Š Awareness 

Children begin to pay particular attention to book parts, print conventions, sounds 

that make up words and letter names. They use an increasing number of words to 

convey meaning and to talk about the immediate past and future. 

Level 3: Competent Emergent Š Application 

Children test their own theories as they � readÓ books, experiment with sounds that 

make up words, and recognize and use letters. Their growing vocabularies enable 

them to express increasingly complex ideas and narratives. 
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TREATMENT 

AREA 

 

TREATMENT 

EFFECT 

TREATMENT 

EFFECT 

SIGNIFICANT? 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

LEVEL 

COMPREHENSION 6.479 YES < .001 

PHONOLOGICAL 

AWARENESS 

 

2.137 
YES < .05 

ALPHABETIC 

PRINCIPLE 

 

3.263 
NO >.05 

CONCEPTS ABOUT 

PRINT 

 

3.269 

 

YES 

 

< .001 
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Treatment Group: Oral Language
• The Emergent Literacy Training taught me about stopping when 

reading a story and giving them a chance to tell part of a story their 
way.

• The training reinforced the importance of activities such as adult 
interactions in their pretend play and giving them more time for
storytelling. Storytelling examples at workshop were helpful. Sharing 
of ideas of group also helped inspire ideas! Incorporate speaking in 
everything. 

Control Group: Oral Language
• Reading more books; using tapes and CD's.
• Tapes, discussions.
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• They have definitely rejuvenated me with ideas and 
excitement! Newsletters have continued to reinforce 
ways we can teach reading in day-to-day activities.  
Music is now a daily activity due to great resources.

• The suggested books and music CDs in the newsletters 
were great.  It was nice especially with the books-they 
were excellent choices that all the children loved!
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• Getting more out of reading books. Each child has 
learned lots of letters if not all. Enjoying the CD -
dancing, and exercising and singing.

• Getting ideas from other providers always helps me - can 
expand on their ideas and be flexible in working it into 
my daily daycare program. Using everything in my 
materials box.

�	����$����
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• Rural / suburban setting
• Study participants predominantly white
• All spoke English as primary language
• 26 providers (T = 15; C = 11)
• 51 children, aged 3 - 4 years (T = 31; C = 20)
• Majority of participants in Title I school 

districts



��

"�����8�
��
��

• Treatment effect had significant impact on 
both the children’s performance and the 
providers’ knowledge of how to best promote 
early literacy in three areas:
Comprehension
Phonological Awareness
Concepts About Print

"�����8�
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Most significant gain for the children  
was in the area of comprehension
Contributing factors:

• Promoting oral language development
throughout daily learning experiences

• Quality, not quantityof read aloud 
experiences

"�����8�
��
��
Treatment effect for providers had a positive
impact on:
• their understanding of key early literacy 

principles and the importance of “active 
learning” for children

• their view of themselves as professionals 
resulting in increased enthusiasm for learning 
and a willingness to try new techniques
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• This level of professional development 

can improve school readiness. 
• Treatment should produce similar 

results if replicated by other library 
systems.

• Longitudinal data on the treatment 
design would add to the research base    
on effective professional development    
for promoting early literacy.
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• The treatment produced similar results 
with the former control group, further 
validating the training design.

• The former treatment group received 
additional training and resources. The 
children and providers continued to 
demonstrate growth in early literacy skills, 
though not at the dramatic rate of the first 
year of treatment.

8�
���'
$��	
( -�
��
�������
������
.� ��!
/� ����0�


�� ����

��
���

���
��#���1
( ���2�� ����2!���2���
( ���!"
��
� ���
���
���������
( ���!"
��
3�������
/�����!�
)�������


����������



�$

)�������
4�����#����)�������
4�����#����)�������
4�����#����

����
�
��#
�
��$�

	�
 ����

( ��

�����
���
#��������0 � �����
��
������
��

���
!�������
�����
#��!����
���
 �

�������
 �
��������
�!��������

( ��
#������
�!!����� �����

��
�����
���

��������
���
���
�����
��
�

��
��������
��

!�������
���
�����
#������

( ��
!�����
�
��������
!��������
�����
����

��##���
���
�����

���
���
�������
��

��������
��
���

�����
��������

)�������
4�����#����

( ������
��
�����������

��
��������



�%

)�������
4�����#����

( 5��
����������

+ �������
�
 �����
�

#��
��������
��
��������
+ 4�����#��
6
#��������
�
#������
#���
�"��

)�������
4�����#����
+ @
���	��	
��
�

( ����� ���
��"�7����
"���
�

������!��
��

���
����
�����
������!�
!����
��
���
��������

�������
�

���
�����
���������

+ ��!���
6
#�������
������#����	
����	
�!���!�	

��������
6
������!�	
#����!��
������#����	
���

����	
���
��!���
�������

( 8����7��
�!��������
�����
�����
������!�

�!������
!����
���
"��
������!��



�&



�*

)�������
4�����#����

( 5��
����������
+ 9�!����
��
��������
���
������!�
������

( 4�����������
�������
��!���:���

��

�������
���
�������
 ��"�
����
!�������

�������
����
�����
���������

)�������
4�����#����
( 5��
����������

+ 9�!����
��
��������
���
������!�
������
;!�������� �
( 4�����������
��!���:���

��
������#���
"��������
� ��


�"����
��

���
�����
+
+ ���!�#��
� ���
#����

+ ��#�� ���!
#���!�#��
+ .��������!��
���������
+ ���#���������

( �����
����#
�!������

+ ��
��!���
����
��!���:���
����
�����
���
��
�����
 �
#�!����


 ��"
����
!�������
+ ��
������#
�<������
�!��������
��������
��
���
 �� "



�,

)�������
4�����#����
( 5��
����������

+ 9�!����
��
��������
���
������!�
������

;!���������

( 4�����������
�����
�������
�

������#���
��������

�"����
�������
#�##���	

������
 �����
���

�����

#����

( �������
�����
#�##���
��
��"�
����
��
���
����


�����#����
���
�������
��
�����
!����
!���
�������

)�������
4�����#����
( 5��
����������

+ 9�!����
��
��������
���
������!�
������

;!���������

( �������
�
�������
����
��
������
���

#��������
��
����� �����
���������

��!���:���
���
��
�����
!�������
��
����

��#��
��
����

�����7�#
�!��������



��

)�������
4�����#����

( 5��
����������
+ =���!
��
�
!����!��
���
��
������#


��������
���
������!�
�"����
( >�����!����
�!��������
��
���
���"���#
( =�����
�4�
����
���
�����������
( ������
����
��
���
����!
����
 ��"�

)�������
4�����#����
( 5��
����������

+ 9�����7�#
�#����
���"���#

( ��
�����
����
#����!�#����
�������

( ��
�����
����
���������
���
�!��������
����


����
���
�������
��
����
�����
!�������
( ��
#������

��� �!"
��
���
��#�!��
�

���


#������
( ����������
��������
��!�
��


+ �������
�����
��
��������
��
���������
#������	

+ ?����
�
����
!������
��
���#
#��������
����


!��������
�����������
�

��!�
!����
��
���

���

�����
�

��������
6
������!�
;���#������




��

�##��!�����
�!�������##��!�����
�!�������##��!�����
�!������



��

Book:   Th e  Very Hun gr y  Caterpil l ar  

Read - Aloud     Extension      Chil dren  
Techniques     Activitie s    Learn… 

Talk about front cover -  
picture, title, author  
 
Connect: What do you do  
when you’re hungry?  
 
Predict: Do you think the 
caterpillar will eat a l ot in  
this story?  
What do you think he will  
eat?  
 
Look at back cover  
 

 
Talk about the word “tiny”  
and how little the  
caterpillar looks in the 
picture  
 
Count fruit together  
 
Connect: eating too much 
and getting a  stomach ache  
Green leaf made the  
caterpillar  feel better  
Do you feel better when 
you eat healthy food?  
 
Talk about the big, fat 
caterpillar an d look  back  at 
the “tiny” caterpillar  
 
Props: stuffed  caterpillar  
and butterf ly  
 

Act out the caterpillar 
coming out of the egg, 
eating lots of food,  
build ing a cocoon, a nd 
becoming a butterfly  
(Scientific Thinking,  
The Arts)  
 
Retell with flannel board  
what the caterpillar ate  
each day  
(Language & Literacy,  
Mathematical Thinking)  
 
Explore five senses with 
the fruits, e.g., feel the  
skin of a n orange,  smell  the 
orange when you cut it up, 
taste it for  sn ack,  etc.  
(Scientific Thinking)  
 
Talk about the Saturday 
eating binge, i.e., healthy 
vs. unhealthy choices, rea l 
vs. make - believe in what 
caterpillars eat  
(Scientific Thinking,  
Language Arts)  
 
Build a cocoon or go on a 
nature walk  
(Scientific Thinking)  
 
Use colored s carves  and 
music to act out becoming  
a butterfly (The Arts)  

Concepts about print: front  
and back  cover,  title, 
author  
 
Compre hension:  predicting,  
connecting  story  to  their 
own experiences, usi ng 
pictures  
 
Vocabulary: tiny, cocoon,  
caterpillar, butterfly  
 
Beginning underst anding  of  
the life cycle  
 
Numbers a nd counting  
 
Days o f  the  week  
 
Colors  
 
Five senses  
 
Fact vs . Fiction  
 
Healthy food choices  
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Your Turn
Children Learn…Extension 

Activities

Language Arts - This 
is a great choice for 
retelling…how would 
you approach this?

Social / Emotional -
There is an obvious 
connection to this 
domain! What type of 
activity would extend 
the message of the 
book?

Read-Aloud 
Techniques

What would you 
discuss about the 
front and back covers 
of Grumpy Bird?
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