Advanced Letter Recognition Continued

· Cut out 26 fish shapes from construction paper and let your child(ren) decorate one side of the fish.  On the other side print an upper case letter of the alphabet.  Slide a paper clip onto each fish’s tail.  Make a fishing rod by tying a string around the end of a dowel or stick.  Then tie your magnet to the other end of the string.  Scatter the fish, letter side down, on the floor and let the children try to fish with their fishing rod.  When they catch a fish, have them say the name of the letter on the other side of their fish. (For children a little more advanced, have them say the letter’s sound and a word that starts with the same letter and sound)
· Write your child’s name at the top of a paper in large letters, using an uppercase letter for the first letter in your child’s name, followed by the lower case letters.  Place your plastic letters that are in the child’s name into a paper bag (be sure the first letter of the name is an uppercase letter in the bag).  Also include one or two letters that are not part of your child’s name.  Ask your child to pick a letter out of the bag and ask him to look at the letter, and then look at his name.  Ask if that letter is in his name.  If it is in his name ask him to place it on the paper under the written letter and ask him to tell you the name of the letter.  Continue until your child has picked out all the letters in his name. (Depending on your child’s age and ability, have them use a large crayon or pencil to try to begin writing their name on the paper)
· Place 10 of your plastic letters in a bag.  Model the activity by closing your eyes and picking out a letter.  As you feel the letter with your eyes closed, describe what letter you think you’ve picked.  Open your eyes and confirm your answer with your child.  Now, have your child pick a letter from the bag with her eyes closed and ask her “What letter do you think you’ve chosen?”  If she has trouble identifying the letter, give her some clues.
Letters and Sounds
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· You can expose children to the sounds of a few consonants when you think they are ready.  For example, “B makes the /b/ sound.  Banana, boat, bottle all start with b!”

Letters and Sounds Continued

· You can put objects in a pillowcase and pull them out one at a time.  Have the names of the objects written on a few index cards.  For example, “Let’s see what we have in our mystery bag that starts with B.   A book!   B- B- Book!  Book starts with a b.”  Give the child an index card with the word “book” written on it to place on the book.

· Attached are several sheets with examples of objects to use to help the children learn letter sounds.  You can copy any of them and if you’d like, you could use the set that is enlarged for the children to color while you talk about the letters and sounds.  You could make a set of letters and a set of the pictures that go with each letter.  Then you could choose four or five at a time for the children to match the picture of the letter sound object with the alphabet letter, for example the letter “Pp” with the picture of a pig.  They could also make their own alphabet sound book by finding pictures in magazines of the objects that show the sound for each letter.  You would write the letter on each page for them.
Comprehension—Understanding what is happening in a story
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· When you are going to read a book for the first time to the children, look through the story and put sticky notes on a couple of places where it would be good to stop and ask, “What do you think might happen next?”  Try to pick obvious places where something is surely going to happen!

· If you feel the child or children are not quite ready for this, just do it yourself and model for them!  For example, “Oh, this is a good part!  I think the bears will be mad when they find out what Goldilocks has done, don’t you?  Let’s read and find out!”
· Pick a couple of places in the story to ask “what” or “how” questions that help the children connect the story to their own lives.  For example, “What would you do if that happened to you?” or “How do you feel when someone takes one of your toys without asking?”

· Again, if you feel the children aren’t quite ready for this, just do it yourself and model for them at first!  For example, “I would feel sad and upset if someone took my things without asking, wouldn’t you?  Let’s see what the boy in the story tells his friend.”
