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                                                                                                                                 December, 2005
Dear Workshop Participant:

We hope you are enjoying the many books and activities from the Ready at Five kit with your children.  We are excited to also be able to send you two puppets to add to the fun as you and your children engage in pre-reading activities.
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Puppets are fascinating to children.  They know that puppets are not alive, yet they often listen to and talk with them as if they are real.  Your puppets may be used in many ways to promote school readiness skills:
· Children can make up stories or retell stories read to them for you and/or other children (builds critical language, reading and communication skills—oral language)
· Children can use their imagination and enjoy the puppets during make believe play
· You can use a puppet to engage a child in conversations (opportunity to discuss their feelings, fears, anger, sharing, etc.)
· Have fun with puppets as children pretend to be the animal in songs or rhymes that you share  (For example:  “Old MacDonald had a Farm” or “Three Little Pigs Blues” by Greg and Steve on their CD  “Playing Favorites” which is available from the library)
· Read fiction or non-fiction books together about the two animals your puppets represent, i.e. cow, bear, duck, pig, frog, etc. Let your child pretend to be the animal while using the puppet.
We hope you found the parent reports on your children helpful as you continue to have fun with activities together.  Here are some additional ideas to try for several of the areas of early literacy development.    
Alphabetic Principle—Fun with letter recognition and letter sounds
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It is best to start building letter recognition with upper case letters.  Around the age of four, many preschoolers are ready to start learning about lower case letters also.  Always keep it fun, and judge your pace by the child’s interest at their age!

Beginning letter recognition:
· Make the child’s name with magnetic letters on a cookie sheet.  Name each letter and then call attention to the first letter.  “S is for Sam!”  Let him or her play with the letters
· Make a big S on a paper.  Trace it with glue and then sprinkle it with glitter.  Hang it on the wall.  (You can also glue macaroni, beans, etc. to make a special picture)
· Make a large letter on the floor with masking tape.  Talk with your child(ren) about the name of the letter and a word that begins with the letter.  Have the child walk or hop around the masking tape shape of the letter and say the letter name.  
Advanced Letter Recognition

· Have fun making an alphabet caterpillar!  Write each letter of the alphabet on a large construction paper circle.  Mix the circles and spread them out on the table or floor.  Work with the children to form the caterpillar by placing its body in alphabetical order.  You can attach antennae to the “A” circle for the caterpillar’s head.  This is an activity that will be fun repeating!

